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'I'm;  Committee  to  whom,  at  llic  Annual  Town  Meeting 
in  March  last,  was  referred  the  f  11.  ii  \  ti  !■  in  tli 
Warrant   calling  such  meeting,  viz:    "To  see  if  the  Towi 

agreealilc  to  the  A.!  passed   1855,  oi      i  thereon,"  prescn 
the  following 


\l  E  r  O  .ii  T 


In  order  that    the  Town  may  understand   the  propositi  m 
before    the    Committee,    in    the    first    place    they    p 
synopsis  of  the   Act    (Stat.  1855,  c.  437,)   and  that    to  which 
it  refers. 

By  the  first    section,  it   is  provided    that   any  town 
shall   become  "an  incorporated    Mutual    I'iiv  Insun      i    I 
piny,"   under  the   name   l>\    w  hit  ..    ;;    w    •    ii 
town  or  city,  if,  at  a  meeting  of  the   inhabitants  legally  called 
for  that  purpose,  the  town  or  citj   shall  vote  to  avail   itself  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

The   power  conferred    upon   the    h    urance   Company   tl 
created  is  "to  insure  property  within  the  limits  of  s  n  Ii   town 
or  city  against  loss  or  damage  b)  fin  ." 

By  the  second  section,  (ho  inhabitants  of  the  town,  which  thus 
becomes  a  mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  arc  invested  with 
power  to  make  all   reijui  ite    03  lioosc   all    the 

officers   neeessarj   to  The  '  -oi  ip  my  sh;  II 

be  invested  with,  and  entitled  to,  all  the  [iowi  rs  and  privileges, 
and   shall   be   subject  to  all    the  duties,  liability    .  :  1 


tions  set  forth  in  Stat.  1854,  c.  453,  except   sections  23  ami 

24,  so  far  as  said  Act  relates  to  .Mutual  Fin-  fnsunincc 
Companies. 

l?y  the  third  section,  every  town  or  city  thus  incorporated 
"  shall  l)e  held  liable,  in  their  corporate  capacity  as  a  tut,  n  or 
city,  for  all  excess  of  losses  by  lire,  in  an)  one  Near,  on  pro- 
perty insured  in  such  Company,  over  and  above  the  available 
resources  of  the  Company  for  that  year,  to  an  ar,  - 
exceeding  such  resources,  a nd  also  not  exceeding  one-half  of 
one  per  cent,  on  the  whole  amount  of  the  last  previous  annual 
valuation  of  taxable  property  in  such  town  or  city." 

Stat.  1854,  c.  453,  referred  to  in  the  Act  of  1855,  is  ;\ 
general  law  regulating  all  Insurance  Companies,  of  whatever 
description,  and  specially  repeals  most  former  Acts  upon  the 
subject. 

The  sections  which  particularly  relate  to  Mutual  Insurance 
Companies  arc  numbered  from  fifteen  to  twenty-four,  both 
inclusive.  The  twenty-third,  which  confers  power  on  such 
Companies   to   insure   property  in  certain   Stales   named,  and 

reference  to  such  classes,  are  excepted  out  of  the  application 
of  the  Act  to  towns  which  shall  be  incorporated  as  Insurance 
Companies. 

The  fifteenth  section  of  this  Statute  provides  that  "every 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  shall  annually  elect,  by  ballot, 
not  less  than  seven  directors,  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and,  after  the  first  election,  members  of  the  Company,  ami  they 


shall  manage  and  conduct  the  business  thereof.       /.' 


insured  by  the  Company  .shall  be  a  member,  and  no  one  i, 
her  shall  be  allowed  more  than  five  votes."  The  rcmaii 
of  the  section  relates  to  proxies. 

Section   16.      Regulates   the   votes  of  a  corporation   v 
shall   be  a  member. 

Section    IT.      Authorizes  members  to  be  witnesses   in 
or  criminal  cases  where  the  Compau)   is  a  party  int<  rested 


ry  pcrsoi 


Section  IS.  Provides  Cor  assessments  upon  members,  of 
such  sums  as  may  be  necessary.,  in  proportion  to  tin  ir  pre- 
miums and  deposit,  whenever  the  just  claims  against  the 
Company  exceed  their  funds,  exclusive  of  deposit  notes.  Ii 
farther  provides  that  the  directors  shall  be  personally  liable 
for  the  amount  of  any  cxe  ution  i  ainsl  the  I  'ompany  in 
either  of  the  following  cases. 

1st.  Whenever  sufficient  proper!)  of  the  I  ompam  i  n- 
not  be  found  to  satisfy  an  execution  issued  against  them,  and 
the  Company  have  property  the  pro  eeds  of  which  can  be 
applied  to  satisfy  such  execution  and  the  direct  neglect  to 
pay  the  same. 

2d.      If  they  neglect,   for  thirty  days  after 'the  rendition  of 
judgment,  to  make  an  assessment  and    deliver  the    . 
secretary  or  treasurer  for  coll,,  t  ion. 

3d.  If  they  neglect  to  apply  the  assessment,  when  col- 
lected, to  the  payment  of  the  execution. 

Section  19.  Makes  the  secretary  or  treasurer  liable  in  bis 
"l'rivate  capacity"    for  "the  am it  ,,f  the  assessments"  if 

I'.V  order  of  the  din  tors,  ;  ,ul  to  apply  the  same  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  claims  for  which  ii  was  made."  lie  is,  in  such 
rase,  authorized  to  repay  himself  out  of  "any  nn  eys  after- 
wards received  for  the  Company." 

See,!,, a  o().  Provides,  lst.*Tlnt  a  creditor  may  re  over 
in  equity  or  at  hn\  by  ;i  mit  against  the  directors,  where  tin  \ 
are  liable  to  pay  an  execution  against  the  Company. 

'-<!•      That  a  director   who   shall    p.,:.    an   .  xccution    again.,1 
the   Company   for   which    he   is   personally   liable,  u     . 
suit   for  contribution    against   any  of  the   directors   for   their 
proportion,  and  a  suit    with   equitable    remedies    ngainM    the 
Company   or    the    individ  «ho    may    be    liable 

therefor. 

3(1  It  limits  the  liability  of  members  to  double  the 
amount  of  tbeii  premium  note  and  deposit  respoi  lively. 

Sccti  >u    21.        Provides    thai    " ;    ,  (ll,(nr  of  a  'mutual 


Company  shall,  at  tlic  expiration  of  Iris  polii  y,  luivc  a  share  " 
in  the  net  funds  "in  proportion  to  the  sums  by  him  paid  on 
account  of  said  policy,  according  to  the  contract,  policy,  or 
by-lavs." 

Section  22.  Provides  that  "no  policy  shall  be  issued  until 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  have  been  subscribed,  to 
be  insured  by  the  Company  for  a  term  exceeding  seven  years,'' 
and  also  that  the  policy " shall  be  a  lieu  mum  the  property 
insured,  and  prescribes  certain  rules  relating  to  the  ben,  and 
how  the  Company   shall   avail   itself  of  its    rights    under   the 

The  first  point  claiming  attention  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  of  1855,  is  the  extent  to  which  the  Town,  if  incor- 
porated as  an  Insurance  Company,  may  become  liable  in  its 
corporate   capacity  to   pay   losses   by  tin.'.       It   is  made    thus 

to  an  amount  "  not  exceeding  such  resources,  and  aha  not 
exceeding  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  whole  amount  of  the 
last  precious  annual  valuation." 

viz:    1st.   Is  the  liability  of  the  Town   limited  by  the  amount 

Is  it  limited  by  the  amount  of  such  resources,  added  to  one- 
half  per  cent,  of  the  valuation.'  or,  3d.  Is  the  liability  meas- 
ured by  the  available  resources  until  such  resources  shall 
equal  the  one-half  per  cent,  when  the  liability  shall  cease. 

To  render  these  questions  more  distinct,  let  a  case  be 
assumed  by  way  of  illustration. 

Suppose  the  available  resources  of  the  Insurance  Compai  . 
for  the  present  year.be  §18,000,  and  that  it  has  been  notified 
of  losses  to  the  amount  of  s5  1,000.  Then  the  Company  will 
have  lost,  over  and  above  its  available  resources,  the  sum  of 
$36,000,  for  the  whole  or  part  of  which  the  Town  will 
undoubtedly  be  liable  in  it:,  corporate  capacity  as  a  town. 
The  valuation  of  1S55  was  $o,55N.7()0  ;  one-half  per  cent,  on 
which  is  $17,793.50.     The  questions  arc.  1st.  Will  the  Town 


be  liable  in  its  corporal.'  capacity  for  $1S,000,  a  sum  equal  to 
the  whole  amount  of  its  available  resources  as  an  Insurance 
Company?  or,  2<1.  Will  il  be  liable  for  $35,793.50,  a  sum 
equal  to" the  resources  added  to  the  one-half  per  cent,  of  the 

valuation?  or  3d.  Will  it  be  liable  lor  $17,793.50,  the  exact 
amount  of  the  per  centage,  but  less  than  the  amount  i>\'  the 
available  resources  ?* 

In  the  last  case,  tlic  limit  is  definite  :  in  the  other  two  cases, 
it  is  very  indefinite.  In  the  bet  case,  the  amount  to  be  raisi  d 
by  taxation  or  loan,  for  the  payment  of  losses,  might  be  within 
the  compass  of  the  Town's  financial  ability.  In  the  other 
two  cases,  it  might  be  beyond  such  ability,  even  to  a  ruinous 
extent. 

Opinions  will  be  likely  to  ditl'er  en  the  construction  o(  (bi- 
section, till  it  shall  be  authoritatively  settled  In  the  Suprenu 
.1  adicial  Court.  Your  Committee  oiler  no  opinion  upon  the 
point,  but  will  merely  remark  that  an  indetinite  extent  ^<\  a 
possible  liability  seen-  to  them  a  coucl  -  nc  re.u-ou  win  the 
Act  should  not  be  adopted  in  the  'Town. 

Whatever  maybe  the  true  construction  ,<(  this  section,  it 
is  very  evident  that  by  adopting  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 
the  Town  mcuj  render  itself  liable  in  its  municipal  cajiacitj  to 
an  amount  equal  to  one-half  per  cent,  of  its  last  annual  valu- 
ation. If  the  construction  be  received  that  this  amount  is 
the  largest  debt  it  can  incur  under  any  adverse  circumstances, 
still  the  question  deserves  the  serious  consideration  of  every 
tax-payer,  and  indeed  of  every  person  interested  in  the  future 
progress  of  this  flourishing  Town,  whether  the  advantage  to 
be  possibly  or  probably  gained  by  accepting  the  Act,  and 
engaging  in  the  business  o\  insurance  would  counterbalance 
the    disadvantage   of   mingling    such    operations    with    town 


*  A  fourth  question  may  be  sui^i-tcl,  although  it  i»  really  included  iu 
the  third,  viz  :  suppose  the  losses  bo  $5-1,000,  thi  available  resources  $10,000, 
mid  the  per  eenta-e  $17,793.50.  Will  the  Town  be  liable  lor  $10,000  only, 
or  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  per  ci  ,,. 


8 


affairs?  Is  Jt  advisable  to  depart  from  the  legitimate  objects 
of  town  government,  which  all  mkmi  understand,  and  enter 
into  business  which  comparatively  feu  persons  thoroughlj 
comprehend,  and  which  none  can  properl)  conduct  without 
constant  attention?  Can  an  Insurance  Company  of  any  kind, 
and  especially  can  a  Mutual  Insurance  (  ouipany,  he  ifelj  or 
properly  managed,  where  not  onlj   the  parties  insured    have  a 

affairs,  but  likewise  the  whole  body  of  the  legal  vote  rs  I 

Without  attempting  to  answer  these  questions,  but  mcrolj 
suggesting  the  difficulties  they  imply  for  the  considi 
the  Town,  the  Committee  arc  decidedly  of  opinion  that  even 
the  possible  liability  for  one-half  per  cent,  on  the  last  annual 
valuation  ought  not  to  be  incurred  by  the  Town,  and  there- 
fore, that  the  Act  of  1855  should  not  be  accepted  unless  sum.' 
great  and  evident  cone-ponding  benefit  will  be  acquired  by 
its  acceptance. 

Such  benefit  may  be  cither  dire,  t  or  indirect.  Direct  ben- 
efit would  accrue  to  the  Town,  if  it  should  he  entitle!  to.  ami 
should  receive  a  share  in,  the  pro,,!-  of  the  business.  Indirect 
benefit  might  accrue  if  money  which  is  now  paid  in  other 
places  for  premiums  should  be  retained  within  the  Town. 

By  the  Act  o\  1S55,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town,  by  their 
vote,  create  the  Insurance  Cuvqiany;  make  the  by-laws  and 
elect  the  officers.  No  qualification  beyond  inhabitanci,  seems 
to  he  requisite  to  authorize  a  person  to  vote  upon  these 
important  matters.  The  privilege  would  undoubtedly  be 
confined  to  those  citizens  who  have  the  right  to  vote  at  town 
meetings  upon  all  questions  concerning  town  affairs;  yet  it  is 
not  impossible  that  a  question  may  arise  as  to  whenhev  the 
choice  of  oificers  and  making  the  by-laws  of  an  Insurance 
Company  tire  such  town  affairs  as  to  exclude  all  other  persons. 
However  that  may  be,  who  would  constitute  the  members  of 
this  Insurance  Company  should  it  be  created  by  a  vote  of  the 
Town?  In  an  ordinary  Mutual  Insurance  Company  it  is 
expressly  provided  that   "every  person  insured  by  the  Com- 


pany  shall  he  a  member,"  plainly  implying  thai  no  person 
who  is  not  insured  shall  be  a  member.  The  directors,  after 
the  first  election,  are  also  required  to  be  members,  that  is,  to 
hold  policies  under  the  Company.  But  if  the  Town,  by  a 
vote  of  the  inhabitants,  is  incorporated  as  an  Insurance  Com- 
pany, every  inhabitant,  whether  insured  or  not,  "will  become 
a  member,  and  as  such,  entitled  to  a  vote  in  framing  the 
by-laws,  and  eligible  to  any  office  under  the  corporation. 

The  first  section  of  the  Act  of  1855  provides  that  "any 
town  or  city  in  this  Commonwealth  that  shall,  .it  a  meeting 
of  the  inhabitants  legally  called  for  that  purpose,  vote  to  avail 
itself  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  thereby  become  an 
incorporated  .Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  under  the 
name  by  which  it  was  incorporated  as  a  town  or  city." 

Thence  it  follows,  that  as  the  Insurance  Company,  when 
created,  will  be  the  Town,  the  same  persons  who  constitute 
the  Town  will  likewise  constitute  the  Company. 

Although  a  corporation  is  a  '-body  politic,"'  an  artificial 
person  called  into  existence  by  legislative  process,  yet  it  is 
composed  of  individuals,  all  of  whom  together,  "  are  consid- 
ered in  law  but  as  one  mural  person."  Who  shall  form  the 
constituent  parts  of  this  moral  person,  are  pointed  out  and 
defined  by  law  in  various  kinds  of  corporations.  Thus  in  a 
Bank  or  in  a  Stock  Insurance  Company  persons  who  hold 
certificates  of  stocks  are  members,  or  constituent  parts  of  the 
corporation.  In  a  Mutual  Insurance  Company  parties  who 
hold  policies  issued  by  the  Company,  are  members  of  the 
Company.  In  towns  which  are  quasi  corporations,  that  is  to 
say,  corporations  possessing  some  but  not  all  the  powers 
incident  to  such  artificial  persons,  the  inhabitants  form  the 
body  corporate,  (Rev.  Stat.  c.  15,  s.  8,)  of  whom  some,  pos- 
sessing certain  specified  qualifications  rendering  them  legal 
voters,  are  alone  entitled  to  manage  its  affairs. 

When,  therefore,  the  Tuivn  becomes  a  .Mutual  Insurance 
Company  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  become  members  of 
the   Company,   and   thence  it   follows    that    the   provision  of 


1.1 


St. it.  185-1,  c.  15,  which,  by  implication,  restrict: 
membershi] 


is   it   applies  to  Town   Companies.       And   the    lartl 


provision    w] 


res    directors    to    be    members    of   tb 


Company,  is  satisfied  if  the  persons  chosen  are  inhabitants  oi 
the  Town.  Anv  inhabitant  is,  therefore,  eligible  to  the  office 
of  director,  whether  insured  or  not,  and  this  seems  ...  be 
reasonable  when  ii  is  remembered  how  groat  a  liability  for 
losses  is  imposed  upon  the  Town  in  ir,  corporate  cap*  ity,  his 
share  of  which  must  be  borne  by  every  inhabitant  of  the  Town 
whether  lie  shall  or  shall  not  be  insured  by  the  Company. 
Now  since  the  tact  of  being  insured  is  not  requisite  to  con- 
stitute membership  in  this  Company,  but  every  director  must 
nevertheless  be  a  member  of  the  Company,  the  question 
whether  all  the  inhabitants,  which  by  Rev.  Stat.  c.  :.',  s.  ii,  pi. 
7,  may  mean  merely  residents,  or  all  the  resident  tax-payers, 
or  only  the  legal  voters  are  members  of  the  Company,  may 
require  an  answer  which  shall  here  .Iter  be  practically  impor- 
tant in  reference  to  assessments  upon  the  town  in  its  corporate 
capacity  for  the  payment  of  losses,  or  to  the  validity  of  the 
policies,  etc. 

Leaving  this  question,  al-o,  for  solution  when  it  shall  arise, 
it  is  very  clear  from  the  terms  of  the  Act  of  1854,  the  provi- 
sions of  which  as  above  set  forth,  will  govern  the  new  Com- 
pany, if  formed,  that  only  the  parties  insured  will  be  entitled 
to  anv  part  of  the  profits,  because  the  twenty-first  section  of 
that  Act  requires  the  share  which  every  member  shall  hare  in 
the  funds  to  bear  a  VroL,urtiim  t<>  the  sums  yaid  b,j  him  on 
account  of  his  policy. 

While  therefore  the  Town,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  may 
be  liable  to  at  least  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  total 
amount  of  its  valuation  in  any  one  year  to  pay  Losses  incurred 
by  the  Company,  and  (very  inhabitant,  or  tax-payer,  or  voter, 
may  be  assessed  to  pay  his  rateable  proportion  of  this  large 
sum,  neither  the  Town  in  its  corporate  capacity,  nor  any 
uninsured  inhabitant,  tax -payer,  or  voter,  can  re  eivc  the  very 


!  I 


doubtful  direct  advantage  of  a  shave  in  the  profits  of  the  busi- 
ness, if,  against  all  probability,  the  ( 'ompany  should  ever  have 
surplus  funds  for  distribution. 

The  disadvantage  of  a  positive  possible  liability  on  the  part 
of  the  Town  to  pay  a  large  sum  will  Decompensated  bj  no 
direct  advantage  to  the  Town  itself,  nor  to  any  inhabitant, 
tax-payer,  or  voter,    who  is   not    insured    in    the   new   office. 

be  his  own  insurer,  is  certain  to  receive  no  di\  idend  of  profits, 
while  he  incurs  the  risk  of  being  assessed  his  full  share  of  the 
losses,  perhaps  even  to  an  amount  equal  to  his  preset  tax. 
Your  Committee  are  not  prepared  to  advise  the  Town  to 
become  the  accommodation  indorser  of  any  Insurance  Com- 
pany, especially  of  one  entirely  untried,  and  so  anomalous  in 
its  character  as  that  proposed  by  the  Act  of  1855. 

It  may  be  said,  however,  that  the  indirect  advantage  will 
more  than  compensate  the  Town  for  incurring  this  liability, 
which,  alter  all,  is  remote  and  merely  contingent. 

The  only  indirect  advantage  to  the  Town,  which  your  Com- 
mittee perceive  to  be  possible,  is  that  parties  who  arc  now 
insured    in    Boston    and    elsewhere    will    become    insured    in 

be  kept  at  home. 

The  full  extent  of  such  supposed  benefit  cannot  be  under- 
stood until  it  is  known  what  amount  is  annually  paid  for 
insurance  by  inhabitants  of  the  Town.  Whether  this  amount 
should  prove  to  be  considerable  or  otherwise,  it  is,  however, 
by  no  means  certain,  or  even  probable,  that  any  great  portion 
of  it  would  be  retained  in  the  Town.  Some  persons  would 
still  insure  at  other  offices,  because  they  would  prefer  estab- 
lished Companies  of  tried  character,  which  have  no  popular 
element  in  their  government,  to  one  of  which,  a:  present,  they 

enters.  Others  would  find  the  fact  that  the  new  Company 
was  a  mutual  Company,  a  sufficient  objection,  for  whethei 
dislike  of  a  mutual  office  be  well   or  dl  founded,  it    is  nude- 
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niable  that,  in  some  quarters,  sue] 
again,  amongst  whom  are  some  of 
believe  iliat  an  Insurance  Company 
profitably,  economically,  or  even   sa 

All  such  persons  will  continue 
thus,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent 
expected  to  be  incidentally  realize! 
Act. 

Should,  however,  the  whole  aim 
paid  to  the  new  oiliee  ;  in  other  w< 
who  insures  elsewhere  take  his  p 
the  Committee  still  do  not  percci 
advantage  would  be  realized  by  the  Town.  The  Company  is 
prohibited  from  insuring  property  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
Town.  Will  the  insurance  of  only  property  within  the  Tow  n 
profitably  maintain  an  office  of  this  description?  What  dis- 
tribution of  surplus  funds  can  be  made  by  a  Company  whose 
field  of  operations  is  so  restricted  ?  Nor  can  your  Committee 
understand  precisely  how  the  fact  that  money  is  paid  else- 
where for  insurance  affords  any  argument  for  the  formation 
of  the  Company,  even  should  it  be  demonstrable  that  every 
insurer  in  Watcrtown  would  at  once  abandon  all  other  offices. 

The  argument  proves  too  much.  If  valid  as  to  Insurance 
Companies,  it  is  equally  true  as  to  every  form  of  business 
which  requires  money  to  be  expended  out  of  the  Town.  For 
the  same  reason  the  Town  ought  to  be  incorporated  as  a  bank, 
or  as  a  butcher's  shop,  or  baker's  shop,  or  grocer's  shop,  or 
a  coal  yard.  Meat,  bread,  groceries,  and  coal  are  brought 
into  the  Town  by  many  persons  who  prefer  to  supply  them- 
selves in  the  city.  The  money  paid  by  such  persons  is  so 
much  money  paid  out  of  the  Town.  Make  the  Town  a  great 
"  equity  house  "  for  the  supply  of  these  and  other  necessaries 
of  life,  and  this  money  would  be  kept  at  home. 

Few  persons  would  advocate  such  an  arrangement.,  and  vet 
it  is  as  reasonable  as  a  Town  Insurance  Company,  and  both 
depend  for  their  advocacv  upon  the  same  class  of  facts. 


1:» 


Your  Committee  perceive,  upon  examining  the  Act,  many 
other  objections  which  might  be  urged  against  its  ac<  i  ptani  c. 
But  they  rely  upon  those  suggested,  and  especial]}  upon  the 
very  prominent  objection,  that  while  the  Town,  bj  adopt- 
ing the  Act,  would  mala-  itself  liable  to  a  large  amount,  it 
would  derive,  as  a  Town,  no  corresponding  advantage  to  com- 
pensate it  for  such  liability.  And  they  therefore  recommend 
that  the  Act  be  not  accepted. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  bv 
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The   Petitioners  in   this  case  ask   for  (lie  creation  of   . 
new  town  which  as  yet  has  no  s<  lid  existence. 

Tliey  ask  that   another   mnnicipal  corporation    be  established, 
having  but  a  small  area  and  a  sma'l  population  scattered  over  ."i.7  "> 
i  square  miles  o(  surface. 

They  ask  to  have  this  new  town  created  by  a  mutilation  of 
three  other  towns  two  of  thorn  already  amongst  the  smallest  in 
regard  to  surface,  to  be  found  in  the  Commonwealth. 

They  ask  to  have  this  town  created  after  three  snci — ;ive 
legislatures  have  refused  their  petition  upon  a  full  and  fair  hear- 
ing of  all  the  reasons  they  advance  in  favor  of  it. 

They  ask  this  action  of  the  legislature  against  the  earnest  and 
decided  remonstrance  of  each  of  the  towns  to  he  affected  and  against 
the  deep  and   earnest   feeling   of  a    large    majority  of  their   legal 


ts  it  expedient  to  create  this  new  town  ? 

Is   it    advisable  for  the  supposed  or  even  for  the  real   benefit  of 

a  very  small  population  clustering  around  a  rail  road  station  to  ni- 
ls the  action  asked  of  the   Legislature   in   accordance  with   or 

opposed   to   those  well   settled   principle-  of  public    policy  which 

have  guided  Massachusetts  while  a  Colony  and  a  Province  and  an 

Independent  Sovereignty? 


The  importance  of  these  questions  ami  i!io  general  interest  felt 
in  the  answer  which  shall  be  given  to  iheui  require  somewhat 
more  extended  examination  of  this  case  than  has  been  usually 
bestowed  upon  those  of  similar  description. 

I. 

The  petition  for  the  Incorporation  of  Belmont  has  been  rejected 
by  three  successive  Legislatures  and  each  tunc  upon  the  same 
facts  : 

The  three-fold  rejection  of  the  petition  is  proved  by  the  follow- 
ing extracts  from  the  Journals  of  the  Senate  and  House  : — 

House  Journal,  p.  4S2,   March   2d,   lSoi.     Mr.   Brown  from 

the  Committee  on  Towns  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  kI 
Charles  Stone  and  others,  reported  that  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw  their  petition,  accepted  and  sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Senate  Journal,  p.  332,  March  Slh,  1S5-1.  A  report  from  the 
House   that   Charles   Stone   and   others   have    leave   to  withdraw 

Senate  Journal,  p.  758,  May  Tlh,  1S55.  The  Bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Town  of  Belmont  was  read  a  second  tune  and  refused  a 
third  reading. 

House  Journal  p.  Gil),  April  Is'.  ISou.  Mr.  Orcutt  of  Chelsea 
from  the  Committee  on  Towns,  on  the  petition  of  Jacob  Hiltiu- 
ger  and  others  reported  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw, accepted  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Senate  Journal  Duplicate  copy.  p.  4S0,  April  Slh,  1S56.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Odiorne  the  report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition 
of  Jacob  Hittinger  and  others  was  discharged  from  the  order:  of 
the  day. 

The  same  gentleman  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  substitut- 
ing therefor  "a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Town  of  Belmont."  He- 
port  and  bill  laid  on  the  table— bill  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Senate  Journal,  Duplicate  copy,  p.  (505,  April  oOth,  1S5G.  The 
bill  to  incorporate  Belmont  read  a  third  lime  and  on  question  of 
passing  the  same  to  be  engrossed — yeas  IT,  nays  13,  passed  and 
sent  down  Tor  concurrence. 

House  Journal,  p.  1031,  May  2'ld,  IS56.  Tlie  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Towns,  bill   to  incorporate  Belmont,  the  question 


That  this  petition  was  thus  rejected  upon  the  same  facts  is 
sufficiently  evident  without  any  specific  proof.  But  the  witnesses 
for  petitioners  testified  to  the  effect  that  there  was  no  substantial 
difference  between  the  ease  as  presented  this  year  and  the  case  as 
presented  in  former  years. 

il 

If  the  town  of  Belmont  shall  be  incorporated  a  serious  anil  irre- 
parable injury  will  be  done  to  Watertown. 

First.  By  taking  more  than  owo  third  part  of  its  entire  surface. 
The  area  of  Watertown  as  at  present  existing,  is,  according  to 
Senate  Document  of  LS5  I.  No.  51,  3,S3  1.75  acres. 

Belmont  proposes  to  take  1,  1  It}.  10 

Leaving  to  Watertown,  2.3SS.35. 

The  injury  inflicted  by  (his  large  diminution  of  its  surface  may 
be  exhibited  in  several  aspects. 

1st.  Watertown  has  now  a  smaller  surface  than  any  other 
town  in  the  Stale  except  thirteen. 

By  depriving  it  of  one  third  part  of  its  present  surface  it  will 
become  smaller  than  any  other  town  except  the  following  seven 
viz  : 

Provincetown,  Wmthrop,  Chelsea,  Hull,  Marblehead,  Somer- 
ville,  Rockport. 


intended   to 
as  U"atcrtown 


2nd.      The   .shape    in    which    N'alertnwn    will    I   :    , 
Belmont  he  incorporated— will  he  fantastic  and  r.h, . 

shaded     part   represents  the   portion   of 

taken,  and  the  part  not  shaded  what  wil 

3d.  An  incidental  injury  may  be  noticed  lierc,  viz:  (hat  to 
individuals.  The  southwest  line  is  about  IJ.UOU  feet  Ion  .  |. 
passes  through  several  lots  owned  bydilferent  individuals  dividing 
them  so  that  half  of  ear!,  will  be  in  one  Town  and  half  i„  the 
oilier.      The  line  commences  in  the  front  yrud  of ,  ,  ,-.,„,. 

4th.  Watertown  is  essentially 
whatever  of  character  and  iufluem 
agricultural  eapaeiiy. 

By  the  statistics  of  Industry  An-  1S5G,  it  appears  that  Watei 
town  is  the  eighth  town  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  in  the  vain 
of  its  agricultural  productions;  the  amount  being  ©101  3G2  o5  ' 

But  evi 


irienltural  Town,  ,!  a. 
I»  ssesses  chiefly  fron 


ery  one  ol   the  Towns  which   produced  a  greater  value, 


is  larger  in  its  surface. 

The    following    table  will    show 


i   area   of 


e  seven   towns  which  produced  more  than  Watertow 


lor, 


Framingham,  >:;  |  |.  |  17  30  j  - 

Marlboro,  2<J0!SG9  20  1; 

Lexington,  2S2  335  90 

West  Cambridge,  220. 1  :?0  00 

Newton, 

Waltham, 

Concord, 


20,517  00 
IG.o95  00 

oil.  1GG  00 


11,052 

8  ij09 
H..5S0  75 
efore    the    comparative    areas    are    considered    it    will 
appear  that  of  the  Towns  in  Middlesex  County,  West  Camlnidge 


wlien    tl 


wn  111  the  county. 

These  two  towns  are  in  fact 


5th.  That  part  of  Watertown  which  it  is  proposed  to  take 
away  from  it,  for  the  benefit  of  Belmont  contains  all  the  best  land 
in  the  Town. 

This  position  is  sustained  by  the  testimony  of  both  petitioners 


Mr-.  Bright  said,  before  the  Committee,  that  the  land  was  n 
better  by  cultivation. 

Mr.  Hittinger  said  that  in  the  season  of  them  he  somcti 
carried  to   market   three   hundred   bushels  of  tomat  i      |    i 


the; 


to 


The  testimony  of  Mr.  Nath.  Whiting  was  as  follows  '•The 
agricultural  character  of  the  land  is  very  good,  better  naturally 
and  better  by  cultivation  than  in  other  parts  of  the  Town." 

Mr.  Setb  Bemis  testified  that  "he  has  been  engaged  in  farming 
ten  or  twelve  years — lives  on  his  farm — is  acquainted  with  tin- 
character  of  the  land  in  the  Belmont  district  of  Watertown.  A 
large  portion  of  it  is  tin  best  laud  in  tin  .State.  He  has  been 
somewhat  familiar  with  land  in  other  parts  of  the  Town.  It  is 
heller  than  his  own  farm,  except  the  marshy  land  near  Fresh 
Pond." 

Besides  the  laml—5Si  acres  of  the  surface  taken  are  part  of 
prcsh  Pond— acre  for  acre  probably  more  valuable  then  the  best 
land  in  the  County. 

Gth.  While  the  surface  taken  is  of  such  high  character,  that 
left  is  much  of  it  not  available  for  agricultural  purposes. 

This  will  be  apparent  from  the  following  statements  being  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Isaac  Stone  a  native  of  the  town. 

Charles  River,         -----  7.-,  r,creB. 

Mount  Auburn,       -         -         -         -  110 

Arsenal  Grounds,    -         -  0(1      « 

"      Marsh,        -----  7      " 

Catholic  Cemetery,  -  7      " 

Cambridge,  do.,  (set  oil' to  Cambridge)      32      ■• 

Graveyards.  -  G     " 


Area  of  Watertown. 
Belmont  part, 


Leaving, -       2,085.35  acres, 

including  the  village  and  the  mads,  rocks,  marshes  and  other 
hare,  barren  and  unproductive  places. 

It  is  evident  that  a  mortal  blow  will  he  inflicted  upon  this 
agricultural  town,  by  depriving  it  of  so  much  of  its  best  land. 

It  has  been  said  that  no  real  injury  will  he  done  to  tins  town 
by  depriving  it  of  its  outskirts,  because  it  has  a  village  with  a 
population  of  some  3000  persons. 

The  argument,  if  carried  out  to  its  legitimate  extent,  would 
reduce  in  the  same  way  more  than  one-half  the  towns  in  the 
State.  Watertown  would  finally  be  diminished  to  the  mere  area 
on  which  the  village  stands. 

Second.  It'  Belmont  shall  be  incorporated  it  will  take  a  large 
part  oi  the  available  means  of  Watertown  and  yet  leave  its 
expenses  comparatively  undiminished. 

1st.      By    the    petitioners    statement  it  will    take 

of  the  total  valuation.   -  -  $1,074,500  00 

The    Town    Treasurer,    however,    Mr.     Samuel 

Noyes  gives  the  following  figures: 
Total  valuation  o\    Watertown  for  IS56,       -  -  4  3,63-1,000  00 

Belmont  will  take       ------      I  ,09  I  ,S50  111) 

or  thirty  per  cent. 

2d.     The  total  tax  for  1S5G,  was         -         -         -  23,-112  00 

The    total    tax  of   persons  living  on   the    Belmont 

district  of  Watertown,  is  -  6,551    1(1 

or  2S.3  per  cent. 
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Watertown,  because  of  the  valuation,  s  120. 01)0  personal  estate  is 

scattered   imongst  the  heirs,  who  may  cany  it  out  of  the  town. 

Whatever  may  be  supposed  to  be  the  future  state  of  things,  the 
present  loss  will  be  the  amount  stated.      If  the  separation   had 

of  Watertown  would  have  lost  $9,000  :  the 

to  this  one  person  upon  his  personal  and  re 
per  annum. 

It  is  the  present  state  o(  things  alone  ' 
sidered,  and  not  what  possibly  may  be  tli 
future  time. 

In  the.  judgment  of  the  remonstrants,  the  south  line  of  the  new 
town  was  made  to  embrace  such  a  large  proportion  of  the  outskirts 
of  Watertown,  for  the  very  purpose  of  including  this  large  tax- 
payer; because  the  operation  of  starting  a  new  town  is  expensive  : 
without  some  heavy  tax-payers  to  assist  the  petitioners,  taxes  will 
be  so  high  that  persons  will  not  incline  to  settle  in  their  new 
town;  and  although  it  might  possibly  be  more  advantageous  to 
the  now  town  to  have  this  large  fortune  divided  amongst  several 
persons,  it  is  more  advantageous  to  have  it  in  the  hands  of  one 
man  than  not  to  have  it  at  all. 

Third.     The  expenses  of  Watertown  will  remain  undiminished. 

1st.      Roads. 

Miles. 
Total  length  of  roads  whr 

In  the  Belmont  part  of  W 


li  the  town  i 

ow  repairs, 

26.52 

tertown  are 

;  ; 

10.12 

16.40 

s  8.8-1  miles, 

and  Belmon 

will  tak 

n  its  proporti 

•  n  of  length. 

Leaving    - 

One  thud  of  all  the  roads  i 
therefore  1.2S  miles  more  ilia 

But  there  will  be  left  to  Watertown— 

1st.     The  great  travelled  thoroughfare  from  Waltham  to  Cat 
bridge,  passing  through  the  centre  of  the  village  to  Mount  Aubur 


2d."  The  bridge  in  the  village,  recently  repaired  at  an  expense 
of  $2500. 

3d      The  bridge  at   Bemis's  factory,  half  of  which  Watortowu 

4th.     The  roads  left  are  wider  than  the  mads  taken. 

While  there  is  no  bridge  in  the  IJchnont  pan  of  WatertoNvn,  nor 
ever  can  be,  and  the  roads  taken  are  not  and  probably  never  will  be 
travelled  thoroughfares. 

■id.     Tub   Vavvv.hs. 

In  the  W'atertown  Alms  House  then    are    13  paupers,  of  ages 

one  who  will   be   chargeable  to   Belmont,  a   woman  of  oO  years. 

The  Alms  House  is  a  charge  to  the  town,  as  ,,o  benefit  is 
derived  from  pauper  labor  on  the  roads  :  nor  is  the  board  of  any 
pauper  paid  to  the  town. 

Except  the  single  pauper  named  above,  there  is  no  proof  that 
the  Belmont  District  contains  a  single  person  likely  to  be  a  charge 
to  the  new  town.  The  inhabitants  are  all  either  persons  of  fortune 
or  far  above  the  tear  of  poverty. 

3d.  There  will  be  an  undue  proportion  of  foreigners  left  m 
the  old  town. 

The  population  of  the  whole  town  was  taken  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Crafts,  in  the  month  of  February  last,  and  he  is  very  experienced 
in  that  business. 

By  his  statements  the  whole  population  ofWatertown  is  3.5JS. 

Native.  r..reiirn. 

Population  of  Belmont  District,         -         -         319  203 

Population  of  old  town,  -  1,790         1,210 

2,139         1,-119 
The  whole  number  of  foreigners  in  the  whole  town,  from  this 
statement,  is  1,119  or  39.SS  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population. 


.0,51,  IS,  13,;  I; 
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Belmont  contains  552  persons  (according  to  Mr.  Craft' 
out  of  the  whole  population, 

tosay  220  persons  oi 
only  203  are  such. 

1M  permanent  foreigners  among  its  population. 

.1th.      The   Expense   of    Education. 
The  whole  number  of  schoolchildren  (i.  e.  between  5  ami 

15  years  o(  a,,.)  now   in   the   whole    town   is  b>    Mr. 

U^Tly^^Z^y^    school    children 

only  "  "  "      __ 

0-10 

Leaving         - 


It  lakes  30 
school  childre 


ly    12.10  percent,  ol 


Thc  entire  school  establishment  was  instituted  and  is  c  i  I 
011  ■„,  reference  to  the  necessities  of  the  whole  town.  To  take 
°way  the  00  children,  who  have  a  right  to  attend  the  public 
schools,  will   obvioush   not  a,    all  diminish    the   .  ■  o(  ,       u- 

tainiug  the  schools. 

5th.     The   Town    Dnrr. 

This  amounts  now  to  830,000,  all  of  which,  except  $1,000, 
was  incurred  for  school  houses,  and  the  Town  House. 

There  will  be  a  dillicnlty  attending  the  adjustment  oi  this 
debt. 


The   neu-  town,   if  erected,  will    sn 
compelled  to  pay  any  part  of  i 


pt  for  one  school  ho, 


!dforbut  not  erected),  because  none  ol  the  buildings  ; 

rritory.     But  the  old   town  will  say  that  the  buildings  we 


its  te 


,,.,'d  of  the  whoh   town,  and  up 


tain  amount  oi 


taxable  property.     When  petitioners  take  from  Hi 


12 

town,  30  per   cent,  of  thai    very  taxable    property,  they  ought  to 
take  at  least  30  per  cent  of  the  debt,    . 

The  injury  to  he  done  to  Walertown  if  Belmont  shall  be  incor- 
porated, may  he  summed  np  thus: 

It  will  take  more  than  one-third  part  of  the  entire  surface. 
The  very  best  land  within  its  limits,  although  it  is  an  agricultu- 
ral town,  am!  mutilate  it  into  a  fantastic  shape. 

It  will  take  30  per  cent.  o(  the  valuation,  and  2S.3  per  cent 
oi  the  taxes. 

It  will  leave  two  bridges  and  the  most  expensive  roads  to 
repair,  all  the  paupers:  G-1S  out  of  73S  school  children;  the 
greater  proportion  of  foreigners,  and  a  probability  of  the  whole 
debt. 

This  would  teem  to  be  indicting  a  very  severe  blow  upon  the 
prosperity  of  this  old  town. 

But  it  is  said  that  Watertown  will  recover  the  loss  in  n  short 
time;   b'.'i  years  were  assigned  as  the  extent. 

The  following  calculation  will  show  that  Watertown  will  not 
recover  the  loss  for  more  than  ten  years. 

The  total  valuation  of  1S55,  was  $3,55S,700 

"  ••  IS  10,  was  1,402,750 


Gain  in  15  years,  $2,095,950 

One  fifteenth  of  this  gain  is  §139,730,  being  the  average 
annual  gain  in  valuation. 

Belmont  proposes  to  take,  (according  to  the  statement  of  the 
petitioners)  $1,074,500.  This  sum  therefore  divided  by  the 
animal  average  gain,  viz  :  $139,730  gives  7. 02  years  as  the  time  it 
will  take  to  recover  the  loss. 

But  the  annual  average  'jam  is  estimated  upon  the  mimic  capi- 
tal. The  old  town  will  he  compelled  to  recover  its  loss  with  one. 
third  of  that  capital  taken  away.  One  third  more  time  will  he 
required  to  compensate  for  one  third  part  /ess  means. 


Instead  of  only  7  G2  years,  it  will  laki 

This  great  injury  is  t     I  a  inllii  t<  d  on  Waloriown  fur  il 
tion  of  a  community  ol   i  ch  in  n, 

The  following  figures   not  only  sin  ihc  cl 

of  Belmont,  but    :  rove   that    Ilic    new  comniiinitj 
thus  rich  at  the  expense  of  the  iuh  ibitants  of  the  -  Id  town. 

1st.      If  the  whole  valuation  of  Belmoni  as  stated    by  pi 
ers' witness,  viz  :   §l,S36,U15  be  divided  amongst  llie  whole  pop- 
ulation   of  Belmont,  as  stated    by    the  same  witness,  viz:    1,101 
persons — each  man,  woman  and  child  \ 

2d.     [f  the  whole  valuation  left  to  Watertown  after  tin 
ration  shall  be  effected,  viz,  §2,  I-  1 . :  Kl    I 

whole  population  then  left  to  Watertown,  viz,   3,000,  each   indi- 
vidual will  receive    £S2G    1!.  or  not  qi 1.  II 

as  those  in  Belmont. 

3d.  If  the  whole  valuation  of  Watertown  as  now  existing, 
stated  by  the  same  witness  to  be  §3,558,700,  be  divided  amongst 
the  whole  population  of  Watertown,  n  -iven  by  Mr.  Crafts,  or 
3,55S  persons,  each  individual  will  rei  I  L0. 

4th.  If  the  whole  valuation  to  be  taken  to  m  Watertown  and 
given  to  Belmont,  as  state, 1  by  pi  titioncr's  witiu  ss,  viz:  s  l.i;  1  5i  ij 
be  divided  amongst  the  whole  population  b  be  i  til  nn  Water- 
town,  according  to  Mr.  Craft's  census,  viz :  552,  each  individual 
will  receive  §1,94G  55,  being  a  gain  by  the  separation  of  §9  IG  3G 
to  each  person. 

5th.  It"  from  the  whole  valuation  of  Belmont,  viz  :  §l,S3G  015, 
the  largest  anion:. t  of  personal  estate  in  ihe  bauds  of  any  one 
person,  be  deducted,  viz:  §420,000,  il  ain  §1,410,015, 

which  divided  amongst  the  total  population  of  Belmont,  or  1,101 
persons,  will  give  to  each  person  §1,284   30. 
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Gili.  If  from  that  portion  of  the  valuation  of  Belmont,  derm  d 
from  Watertown,  viz:  §1,074,500,  be  deducted  §120,000,  and 
the  remainder,  or  $05-1.500  be  divided  amongst   the   population 

takenfromWatertown,or552;eachindividual'\villhavi'Sl.lS5rO. 

Therefore  it  appears  that  every  person  in  Watertown  as  Water- 
town  is  now  constituted,  would  receive  upon  a  division  of  the 
valuation  $1,000    LO. 

The  legislature  is  asked  to  take  away  55:2  of  these  persons,  and 

upon   a  like  division  §1,007    5s.  mid  their  neighbors   in  the  old 
town  be  left  with  §s2G  -II  to  each  person. 

The  legislature  is  asked  to  take  out  of  a  town  which  would 
divide   §1,000    10   per  head,  so   much  of  its  valuation   as  divided 


These  figures  support  the  position  that  the  new  town  will  be  a 
mrminity  of  rich  men. 

Ii  is  seen  in  a  clearer  light  by  ihe  following  statements  :— 
,\|  the  requisition  of  the  petitioners  the  remonstrants   produced 
list  of  the  twenty-live  highest  lax-payers  in  Watertown. 
It  will   be   found   appended    hereto    with   the   Treasurer's  cer- 


From  this  list  it  appears  that  eight  of  these  tax-payi 
Belmont,  and  seventeen  in  ilia  old  town. 

The  other  seventeen  are  taxed  for  -         -       013,000  00 

The  entire  tax  paid  hy  the  eight  is         -         -  '4,402  '20 

The  entire  tax  paid  by  the  seventeen  is  5,57S  00 

If  the  whole    valuation   of  the   eight    persons    in    Belmont    b 

equally   divided    amongst    them,   each    will    receive  §02,002    51 

But  if  the  whole   valuation  of  the  17  persons  in  the   old  town    1" 

divided  equally  amongst  them,  each  will  receive  §53,705  90.   Tli 

dill'ercnce  is  §30,250  00. 


43,700  mi 


,ax.pay°er  be  deducted  from  the  total  valuation  on  each  side-  of  Hie 
line,  then  the  following  results  will  npi.c»r : — 
The  whole  valuation  of  the  eight  persons  in  Belmont  is    §7-13,700 
The  largest  amount  of  personal   property  in  any  one 

,    ,       ,      ■  ...       120, 

person  s  hands,  is  - 

Which  divided  amongst  the  eight  Belmont  tax-payers  will  give 

s  10, 102  50  to  each  of  the  eight. 

The  whole  valuation  of  the  seventeen   persons  in  the 

, ,  _         -         -    £913, 0U0 

old  town  is  - 

The  largest  amount  of  personal,  the  income  of  which 
is   received    bv  one    person,    is   composed    of  three 

-'    -     -     -  -   e2-»,u™ 

125,000 


.    £350,000 

The  remainder  is     -         -         -  "    S^3.000 


Which  divided  amongst  the  seventeen  tax-p 


ill  givi 


3  upon  a  division  of  tl 
3.11   70  more  than  tl 

ill   receive   upon  a  lil 

each  §33,  111  01. 

After  the  deductions  are  made  of  the   personal   property  w 
may  he  carried   out  of  the   town  at   the  death  of  its  - 
eight  Belmont  tax-payers,  will  still 
remaining  valuation,  each  the  sum 
seventeen   tax-payers  ol   the   old   t< 
division  of  the  remaining  valuation. 

If  the  real  estate  only  in  each  portion  of  the  town  unconsidered, 
the  following  result  will  appear: — 

The  valuation  of  the  real  estate  of  the  eight  tax-payers  in  Bel- 
mont,   is   $253,700,    winch   equally    divided   amoi 
pcrsoi 


11  eivc  to  each,  §31, 


The  vali 


,f  the  seventeen    tax-payi 


the  old  town    is  §202,000,   which   equally   divide 
seventeen  persons,  will  give  to  each  §15,  1 1 1  SO. 


d     amongst    til 


l(i 

Tllcsoresllllsmrbollllws 


1st.  Of  the  25  highest  tax-payers  in  tlie  whole  town,  seventeen 
tax-payers  in  the  old  town  pay  only  sLIl,"  mi  more  tax  than 
half  their  number  in  the  Belmont  district  of  Watertown. 

2d.  Tin'  eight  tax-payers  in  Belmont  have  an  average  valuation 
of  $o9,2oG  60  more  than  half  their  number  in  the  old  town. 

3d.  If  there  be  deducted  on  both  sides  of  the  line  of  division, 
the  largest  valuation  of  personal  property  in  the  hands  of  any  one 
tax-payer,  the  eight  persons  in  Belmont  will  still  have  an  avi  rage 
valuation  of  §7,3-14  76  more  than  twice  their  number  in  the 
old  town. 

•lth.  If  only  the  real  estate  be  consi  lered,  each  of  the  eight 
tax-payers  in  Belmont  will  have  an  average  valuation  of  $15,  111  SO 

more  than  twice  their  number  in  the  old  town. 

5th.      Eight  tax-payers   in   Belmont   hold  -10. o   per  cent,  of  the 

whole  valuation,  in  the   proposed   new  town,  ami  lid   per  cent,  of 
that  part  of  the  valuation  taken  from  Watertown. 

To  erect  this  town  will  therefore  be  by  arithmetical  demonstra- 
tion to  erect  a  little  community  of  rich  men.  at  the  expense  of 
their  neighbors. 

III. 

Such  is  the  great  injury  which  will  be  done  to  Watertown  by 
creating  Belmont. 

The  question  to  be  answered  by  the  committee  is, whether  the 
petitioners  have  succeeded  in    proving    an    exigency  for  the  en 
tion  of  Belmont,  by  the  division  of  three  other  towns. 

The  burden  of  proof  being  on  the  petitioners,  they  have 
attempted  to  meet  it  by  raking  and  scraping  up  every  cause  of 
complaint,  plausible  or  imaginary,  which  has  occurred  in  Water- 
town  for  the  last  twelve  years. 


But  the  question  is  not  merely  whether  causes  of  complaint 
exist,  but  also,  whether,  supposing  it  to  be  proved  that  such 
causes  do  exist,  they  amount  to  such  an  exigency  as  will  justify 
the  committee  in  reporting  a  bill  to  create  Belmont. 

not  merely  as  to  one  or  even  two  ol'  the  towns  to  bo  affected. 

If  the  necessities  of  these  petitioners  who  belong  to  West 
Cambridge— if  the  "grievances"  suffered  by  them  are  sufficient 
to  justify  a  division  of  West  Cambridge,  but  yet  a  town  cannot 
properly  be  made  out  of  West  Cambridge  territory  alone,  a  bill 
ought  not  to  he  reported  to  divide  Walcrtown  unless  an  exigency 
be  equally  proved  to  exist  for  the  division  of  Watcrtown. 

Watertown  ought  not  to  be  mutilated  for  tie.'  benefit  of  West 
Cambridge  malcontents. 

West  Cambridge  ought  not  to  he  mutilated  for  tin:  benefit  of 
Watertown  speculators. 

Even  .07  of  a  square  mile  ought  not  to  he  taken  hem  the  ter- 
ritory of  Waltham,  especially  in  the  face  of  its  remonstrance, 
merely  to  make  the  town  of  Belmont  as  symmetrical  as  its  name 
is  musical,  unless  an  exigency  he  proved  to  exist  for  this  division 
of  Waltham. 

The  committee  in  order  to  determine  what  am, .nuts  to  an  exi- 
gency, will  resort  to  tin;  past  legislation  of  the  Slate,  as  to  which 
the  following  propositions  are  submitted. 

The  exigency  which  in  former  years  has  been  deemed  suflicient 
to  justify  the  incorporation  of  a  new  town,  created  by  the  division 
of  one  or  more  old  towns,  is  either 


1st.      Where   there  was    a 
seeking  to  be  incorporated  ; 


ttiou  ol   the 


2d.  Where  it  existed  as  a  town  de facto,  possessing  every  cle- 
ment of  a  separate  town  except  legal  existence. 

The  question  as  to  the  policy  oi  incorporating  Belmont,  so  far  as 
its  area  is  concerned,  is  whether  a  very  small  town  shall  ho  made, 


is 
having  a  surface  of  only  3,680  acres,  principally  out  of  two  other 

itis  proposed  to  create. 

With  respect  to  population,  the  question  is  whether  a  new 
town  with  so  small  a  population  as  that  of  Belmont  shall  be 
made,  having  according  to  the  census  of  the  petitioners  only  I  It)] 
persons,  but  according  to  the  more  recent  census  o(  .Mr.  Crafts, 
having  only  939  persons.* 

1st.  The  policy  of  the  State  in  the  creation  of  towns  of  small 
area. 

Of  331  towns  in  Massachusetts,  the  following  are  the  only 
ones,  the  area  .if  which  is  now  smaller  than  Watertown  is  with 
its  present  surface  or  than  Belmont  seeks  to  be. 


172? 
1S52 
1852 
lull 
173S 
1S40 
10  1'.) 
IS-12 
1S09 
1S50 
1725 
IS  50 
1850 


Provincetou 

11, 

- 

Winthrop, 

- 

- 

Nahant, 

- 

Hull,     - 

- 

Chelsea, 

- 

- 

Rockport, 

- 

Marblehead 

- 

- 

Somerville, 

- 

- 

Brighton, 

- 

- 

Melrose, 

- 

- 

Stoneham, 

- 

- 

Winchester 

- 

- 

Clinton, 

" 

' 

*  The  pctiti. 

.,-,-  ...v  tliey 

,!„■ 

Mr.  Crafts 

finds  only     . 
Diiroreiicc 

To  this  slii 

ulil  bo  added 
Making 

duction  be 

iig  ""iuIu,  tlio  t 

ital 



1246. 

1161.50 

1835.50 

2049.50 

2233.37i 

2775.00 

2S  15.7-1 

2SSS.1-3 

1!) 


Of  these  thirteen   towns   only   eight    were   incorporated    s///ce 
ISOO.     Of  these  eight,  seven    were  incorporated   within  twenty- 
five  years  past,  or  since  Railroads  have  exerted  an  influence  upi 
the  location  of  population. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  Legislature  has  not  in  times 
past  incorporated  many  towns  of  small  ana.  Even  some  of 
those  above  named,  were  once  larger  than  they  are  now. 

The  incorporation  of  five  ol  these  towns,  viz:  Brovincetown, 
Winthrop,  Nahaut,  Marblehead,  and  Hull,  is  clearly  accounted  for 
by  their  situation.  Each  is  at  the  extremity  of  a  peninsula. 
The  same  reason  which  in  the  17th  century  rendered  it  wise  to 
create  Hull  and  Marblehead,  and  in  the  ISth  century  to  create 
Provincetown,  rendered  it  equally  wise  in  the  I'.Uh  century  to 
create  Nahaut  and  Winthrop. 

These  facts  develope  one  rule  of  policy,  viz  :  a  town  is  always 
created  when  there  exists  a  well  di-jhicd  isolation  ;  not  a  fnvci- 
/»/ isolation  like  that  claimed  for  Belmont,  but  one  determined 
by  distinct  boundaries. 

The  same  cause  created  Stoneham  and  Brighton.  The  former 
was  settled  in  a  comparative  wilderness,  and  the  latter  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  Cambridge  of  which  it  formed  a  part. 

Whether  or  not  any  such  isolation  exists  in  regard  to  Belmont, 
will  readily  be  determined  in  the  negative  by  looking  at  the  map 
of  that  town,  or  even  at  that  part  ol'  it  which  now  forms  a  por- 
tion of  Watertown. 

The  only  pretence  of  such  .an  isolation  is  to  be  found  in  Meeting 
House  Hill,  the  height  of  which  does  not  prevent  five  children 
from  going  over  it  every  day  to  attend  the  High  School  in  the 
village.  There  is  no  other  isolating  boundary  to  be  fqund  on  the 
lines  of  the  new  town.  The  hill  hardly  amounts  to  an  incon- 
venience; it  certainly  is  not  such  an  obstacle  to  travel  upon  the 
very  excellent  road  that  runs  over  it,  as  to  require  a  division  of 
the  town.  It  is  the  most  commanding  and  beautiful  site  for 
private  dwelling  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston. 
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Of  the  remaining  five  towns  incorporated  since  I  SOU,  every  one 
was    incorporated  since    1S30;    ili.it    is    to    say,   since    railroads 

The  policy  which  dictated  the  creation  of  these  five  towns  is 
that  to  which  the  Committee  should  look  in  determining  this 
question. 

Each   one  of  these  five  towns  was  already  cvisling  as  a  town 
of  size  and  importance  when  it  was  Incorporated. 
RocKi'oiiT— Incorporated    in    IS  10 ;    had   a   hank,    1  churcln       a 

factory,  making  annually    1.300.000  yards  of  cotton   .luck;  a 

cordage  factory,  several  stores,  and  a  population  of  2,650. 

Somerville— Incorporated  m  IS  =12;  had  extensive  bleaching  and 

Melrose— Incorporated  in  1S50  ;   had  a  population  of   1260,  and 

in  IS55,  a  village  of  050  inhabitants  and  -1  churches. 
Winchester— Incorporated  in  1S50 ;  had  a  population  of  1353. 

Clinton — Incorporated  in  1S52;  was  already  a  large  manufactur- 
ing town,  having  a  large  water  power  on  the  Nashua  river,  and 
the  Lancaster  Mills,  making  500,000  pieces  of  gingham  annually. 

There  is  nothing   of  this  kind  in  the  whole  op   Belmont. 

There  is  no  business  center  nor  anything  approximating  to 
such,  in  the  whole  proposed  town. 

There  is  a  cluster  of  houses  about  a  railroad  station,  by  far  the 

GREATER    TART    OF    WHICH     ARE     ON    THE    WEST  CaMURIDGE   SIDE     OF 

the  line.  Not  more  than  eight  are  on  the  Watertown  side'.  A 
glance  at  the  map  will  show  this.  A  view  of  tne  town  will 
show  it  as  well. 

There  is  one  little  st.ne,  such  as  is  usually  found  in  a  railroad 
station;  one  unfinished  little  church;  two  post-oiliees,  one  at 
Mount  Auburn  Station,  for  Cambridge  people,  and  the  other  at 
Wellington  Hill. 

There  are  no  shops  where  mechanics  work,  no  house  of  public 
entertainment,    cut    (.1"   the    170    legal    voters,    only    fifteen    arc 
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mechanics;  upon  the  entire  area  there  are   not   more  than  three 
or  lour  mechanic's  shops,  and  these  have  h.  i  n  there  many  years. 

There   is   nothing   which    makes   a    tow ceept    people   and 

houses,  and  these  for  the  most   part  are  scattered  over  four  square 

miles  o(  territory. 

What  sort  of  a  town  is  this  to  set  up  for  itself? 
Town  lines  cannot  alter  business  relations;    Watcrtown  millers 
must  still   grind   West  Cambridge  com.      They  have   no  water 
power  in  Belmont,  nor  ever  can  have. 

Wavcrly  people  and  Belmont  people  must  still  purchase  their 
snppl.es  in  Watcrtown,  West  Cambridge,  or  Boston,  till  Belmont 
gels  a  village. 

The  mere  act  of  incorporation  cannot  create  these  tilings. 
A  town   on   paper,   with   well  defined   lines  and  a  symmetrical 
outline,  cannot  create  them. 

2d.  The  pohey  of  the  State,  in  the  incorporation  of  towns  i  i 
small  area. 

Of  331  towns  and  cities  in  Massachusetts— 

7S  were  incorporated  before    -  -  -  1700 

193      u  ..  ...         -  1800 

GO      '•  "  since    -  -  1S00 

331 

Sixty  towns  only,  of  all  sizes,  have  been  incorporated  during 
this  century,  and  of  these  sixty  towns,  twenty-eight  were  incor- 
porated since  IS'JO. 

There  are  eighty-three  towns  in  Massachusetts  with  a  population 
smaller  than  that  of  Belmont,  supposing  it  to  contain  1 1-01  persons, 
which  it  does  not. 
Of  these  S3  towns — 

7  were  incorporated  before     -  1700 

GO      "  L'  ....         -  1S0U 

16      <•  <<  smee      -  -  -  ISUl) 
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Therefore,  the    question    would    seem    properly    to   be, 
policy    has    influenced    the    legislation   of  Massachusetts  in   the 
incorporation    of  towns  of  small    population,  since  the   introduc- 
tion of  railroads. 

The  same  policy  ought  to  injhtenci  the  committee  in  their 
decision  upon  tins  application. 

•Railroads  have  been  "institutions"  m  the  State  not  more 
than  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  To  avoid  cavil,  the  small  towns 
incorporated  in  Massachusetts,  during  this  century,  are  divided 
into  those  created  within  twenty-seven  years  past,  and  those 
created  prior  to  that  time. 

What  policy,  then,  guided  the    Legislature    ...    the  creation  of 
the  seven  towns  of  a    population  smaller  than  Belmont,  incorpo- 
rated within  the  last  twenty-seven  years? 
They  are  the  following  : 

Ervina,  471  Franldin,  1S3S 

North  Chelsea,  TIK!  Suffolk,  [84b 


Monterey, 


Berkshire,  18-1: 


Marion,  969 

Winthrop,  36G 


Suffolk,  LS52 

Essex.  1S53 


Nahant,  270 

North  Reading,  1050  Middlesex,  lboo 

As  a  preliminary  remark,  it  should  be  noticed  that  the  incorpo- 
ration of  this  town,  where  the  almost  avowed  object  is  specula- 
tion, calls  for  the  exercise  of  peculiar  watchfulness  on  the  part  o( 
the  committee,  because  around  many  Railroad  Stations,  houses 
have  been  built  in  which  persons  reside  who  have  little  connection 
with  the  country  beyond  their  residence  in  it.  They  transact 
their  business  in  the  city,  where  they  spend  much  , the  greater 
part  of  the  day.  Not  only  their  business  relations,  but  their 
social  relations  are  in  Boston.  And  it  is  a  subject  for  grave  con- 
sideration, whether  settlements  thus  constituted  ought  to  be  incor- 
porated into  towns,  principally  because  they  who  own  most  of 
the  adjacent  land  could  sell  it  to  more  advantage,  under  such 
circumstances. 


Of  the  seven  towns  named  above,  three,  viz:  NahaM,  North 
Chelsea  and  Wiuthrop,  were  incorporated  from  causes  ;  uculi  tr  to 

Each  one:  of  the  other  four  towns  was  an  actually  existing  town 
when  incorporated.      Each  had  a  distinct  village,  which  no  search 

one  town,  with  five  villages.  Bach  was  a  town  de facto,  impera- 
tively requiring  to  be  made  a  town  dejure. 

Erving  had  a  saw-null,  a  woollen  factory,  a  tannery  and  water 
power  on  Miller's  river. 

Monterey  had  a  cotton  and  woollen  factory. 

Marion  was  a  whaling  village. 

North  Reading  had  five  churches. 

The  same  policy  was  regarded  in  the  incorporation  of  other 
towns  of  larger  population  than  Belmont,  such  as  Georgetown, 
Groveland,  Rockport,  Agawam,  Ashland,  Melrose,  Westford,  South 
Scitnate  and  Clinton.  Each  one  of  these  was  incorporated  within 
twenty-seven  years  past,  had  a  population  somewhat  larger  than 
the  alleged  population  of  Belmont,  and  was  a  town  de  facto  at  the 
time  of  its  incorporation. 

Further  proof  of  this  policy  may  be  found  in  reports  made,  to 
the  Legislature  by  former  Committees,  references  to  some  of  which 
are  here  given. 


West  Newton,  House  Document,  1SU,   No.  22. 
UniouviUe,  subsequently  Ashland,    1  louse    Document,     IMG, 
No.  4.5. 

North  Chelsea,  House  Document,  1810,  No.  36.  In  this 
report  the  Committee  say,  "  The  Committee  are  opposed  to  the 
division  of  small  towns,  without  urgent  cause/' 

West  Roxbury,  Senate  Document,  ISol,  No.  S2.  The  Com- 
mittee say,  "Your  Committee  always  feel  reluctant  to  disturb 
old  and  well  established   town  lines,   without  good  and  si 


North  Andovcr,  Senate  Document,  IS55,  No.  7  I.  The  C  m- 
mittce  say,  '-The  Legislature  should  1"'  cautious  and  slow  in 
increasing  the  number  of  towns  in  the  Commonwealth,  unless  an 
exigency  actually  exists." 

Chapin,  Senate  Document,  1S55,  No.  101. 

Danvers,  Senate  Document,  ISoo,  No.  L20.  The  Committee 
say.  "The  policy  of  the  Legislature  is  to  divide  large  towns,  in 
order  better  to  secure  the  objects  of  town  government." 

Cushman,  Senate  Document,  1S5G,  No.   L03. 

From  this  review  of  the  policy  of  the  Commonwealth  it 
appears:— 

That   former   Legislatures   have   respected   town   lines,   as   an 

has  always  been   based   upon  an  enlightened    conservatism,   yet 

was  proved  to  exist. 

seeking  to  be  incorporated  was  an  actually  existing  town  at  the 
time  of  its  incorporation. 

The  policy  is  the  same  in  all  parts  of  the  State.  There  is  no 
special  cause  inducing  one  course  in  reference  to  suburban  towns 
and  another  as  to  those  nime  inland.  When  an  exigency  exists, 
and  is  proved,  not  merely  asserted  to  exist  :  when  it  is  a  real  and 
not  merely  a  fancied  exigency  ;  when  a  town  is  actually  formed 
and  not  merely  when  it  is  likely  to  be  formed  at  some'future,  but 
indefinitely  remote  period,  the  petition  is  -.anted,  and  the  new 
town  created,  whether  suburban  or  inland. 

The  Legislature  never  yet  have  granted,  and  ,t  is  to  be  hoped 
that  many  years  will  pass  before  they  will  think  of  granting  an 
act  to  incorporate  a  new  town  merely  for  the  purpose  o(  inducing 
4 
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persons  to  leave  the  city  for  the  country,  ax  lo  leave  an  old  town 
for  a  new  one,  or  to  ixcukask  thk  vxuiv.  ok  lam,  owned  by  the 
petitioners,  or  for  any  other  merely  speculative  purpose. 

to  make  upon  the  evidence  produced,  there  arc  three  preliminary 
points  deserving  consideration. 

1st.  If  (his  Committee  deem  itself  hound  to  he  guided  in  any 
degree  by  the  past  legislation  of  Massachusetts,  the  three-fold 
rejection  winch  this  petition  has  received,  is  an  important  element 
for  their  consideration. 

Because  such  repealed  rejections  are  so  many  legislative  declar- 
ations, that  to  grant  the  prayer  of  tlie  petition  would  not  accord 
with  (he  established  policy  of  the  State. 

This  speculation  was  not  such  an  one  as  the  Legislature  was 
willing  to  aid. 

Tins  was  not  so  strong  a  ease  as  to  render  it  expedient  to  dis- 
turb old  and  well  established  town  lines. 

If  the  petition  succeed,  the  opposition  of  the  remonstrants  must 
cease  of  necessity. 

\i  the  petition  fail,  the  petitioners  may  renew  it  whenever  their 
case  becomes  stronger. 


'2d.  Although  it  has  bee,,  represented  that  a  very  general,  a  very 
earnest,  and  a  unanimous  desire  exists  amongst  the  people  of  the 
proposed  new  town  for  a  separate  incorporation,  yet  the  proof  in 
the  case  does  not  support  the  assertion. 

If  any  bad  feeling  exists  in  reference  to  the  subject,  it  is  all  on 
one  side.  The  inhabitants  of  the  old  town  entertain  none  but 
the  kindest  feelings  towards  those  who  seek  to  separate  from 
them. 

j 

An  important  part  of  the  petitioner's  case,  is  the  general  desire 
of  the  people  for  a  division.  The  petitioners  allege  the  existence 
of  this  desire,  and  are  bound  to  prove  it. 


They  have  attempted  to  Jo  this  by  Inns-  :m  1  vague  testimony, 
which  at  best  is  but  the  expression  on  the  part  of  throe  01  four 
witnesses  —  themselves  petitioners  —  of  their  opinion  as  to  the 
existence  o(  this  desire. 

If  an   inhabitant   in  the  district  of  Watertown    pro] — d   to  be 
separated,   is   indifferent  as   to    whether   or    not   the  separation 
effected,  it  is  just  as  good  for  the  remoustants  as  n\  eu  op 

lie  who  is  indifferent  does  not  desire  to  be  sepai  tied 
if  "lie  desired  to  be  separated  lie  woidd  not  be  indifferent. 

In  1S5-1,  there  were  1003  inhabitants  in  the  proposed  new 
town,  and  126  petitioners,  or  12J  per  cent,  of  the  population. 

In  IS57,  there  are  said  to  be  I  Mi  inhabitants  and  130  petitioners, 
or  11.8  per  cent,  of  the  population. 

Therefore  in  three  years,  they  have  rather  fallen  off  than  gained 
in  the  number  of  petitioners. 

They  say  they  have  170  legal  voters,  which  would  make  one 
voter  represent  0.4  persons,  a  rather  unusual  rate,  especially  in 
small  towns,  where  one  voter  generally  represents  1  persons. 

Out  of  the  whole  number  of  voters,/'.,////  or  2o-\  per  cent,  do 
not  petition. 

This  deficiency  docs  not  indicate  n  very  remarkable  unanimity. 
It  is  not  such  a  fact  as  would  tend  to  prove  a  unanimous  desire 
for  the  division. 

It  may  be  safely  inferred  that  these  forty  voters  are  at  least 
indifferent,  and  the  petitioners  therefore  fail  in  their  proof  so  far 
as  these  forty  are  concerned. 

Amongst  these  forty  voters  will  be  found  the  largest  tax-payer 
in  the  town,  from  whose  magnificent  country-seat  the  new  town 
derives  its  name.  , 

This  gentleman  declined  to  take  any  active  part  in  this  coiitio- 
versy,  but  for  three  successive  years  he  has  expressed  in  writing 
his  desire  to  remain  where  he  is.  and  the  Committee  have  the 
written  testimony  in  their  hands. 

Certainly  the  judgment  ol  tins  gentleman  as  to  the  expediency 


it   to  weiuh  at  least  as  mud 


•  fill's  hired  Irishmen,  two  of  whom  are  si-no 

A  widow  lady  who  pays  a  tax  of  $:>U1,  I,  is  i 

he  same  desire.     Tlie  Committee  have  als< 


desire  should  haw  some  w,  i 

Were  it  deemed  as  proper  to  give  mimes  in  print  as  freely  as 

petitioners  would  be  found  to  he  some  of  the  wo'rthicst,  most 
respectable  and  soundest  men  in  the  town;  some  residing  in 
Waverly  village,  and  others  in  dilferent  parts  of  the  Belmont 
district. 

The  Waverly  Comj \    itself  does  not  petition,  and  yet  it  pays 

heavily  on  the  projectors  of  tins  schema— lor  the  Company  was 
created  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  village.  It  hopes  to  main 
money  by  selling  lis  land.  If  separation  were  advantageous  il 
would  not  be  indiiferent. 

But  it  is  ol,\  ions  that  to  many  of  the  petitioners  the  sepai  ition 
can  be  of  no  practical  advantage. 

What  possible  advantage  can  it  be  to  any  person  who  lives  on 
Belmont  street?  Every  such  person  will  be  just  as  far  from  the 
new  centre  at  Wellington  Hill  as  he  is  now  from  the  Town 
House  in  the  village  oi  Watertown.  A  mere  glance  at  the  map 
will  show  this  to  be  true. 

Why  ihm  did  these  persons  sign  the  petition? 

There  is  an  old  story  of  a  man  who  obtained  a  large  number 
of  signers  to  a  petition  to  have  ihe  chief  justice  hanged. 

As  in  that  case  so  in  this. 

Some  persons  signed   because  others  did  so. 

Some  signed  merely  to  oblige  their  neighbor:  . 

Some  signed  because  they  are  indiiferent.  They  would  have 
signed  a  remonstrance  just  as  readily  had  it  been  first  present!  d. 

Some  sign  because   they  do  not  believe  the   prayer  of  the  pi  ti- 


•-'!) 


Souk;  sign  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  ell'ccl 

Dr.  Howes   testified    before  the  Committee   ih  , 
tlie  [mil"  of  his  lot  of  land  whirl,  thu  new   . 
would  be  taxed  as  much  as  the  whole  lot  is  now 
town — because  the  expense  of  starting  a  new  tow 
taxation. 

Some  of  the  petitioners  might  have  declined  t< 
viewed  the  matter  in  this  aspect  of  it. 

The  omission  of  forty  voters  out  of   ITU  is  th 
falliusr  oil'  from  this  alleged  "eneral  desire  lor  so] 


be  produced. 

into  IVhnuut, 
;ed  in  Waler- 

en,  had   Ihev 


iv  be  considered  the  remonstrances 


til   remonstrance,  made  at  a  town   meetim 
the  purpose  and  which  was  adopted  with 


There   is  a  11 

out  a  dissentient  volt'. 

There  is  an  individual  remonstrance  signed  by  3-10  legal  voters 
representing  according  to  the  ratio  in  Watertown,  2010  out  of 
3006  inhabitants  left  in  the  old  town. 

The  facility  with  which  witnesses  were  obtained — tlic  willing- 
ness with  which  day  after  day  and  night  after  night  they  h  ft 
their  immediate  allairs  to  testify  before  the  Committee,  shows 
the  energy  and  heartiness  and  sincerity  of  the  opposition. 

Had  half  the  exertion  made  to  obtain  petitioners,  boo,,  employed 
to  obtain  remonstrants,  probably  the  name  of  every  legal  voter  who 
could  write  would  have  been  found  on  the  remonstrance. 


IV. 


requiring  the  incorporation  of  Uelmout. 

The  alleged   "grievances"    the   i donation 


which  i-  si 
unber,  viz 


1st.     A  sort  of  ostracism  by  which  the  inhabitants  ol  the  D\ 
trict  are  excluded  from  the  town  offices. 


2d.     The  want  of  good  roads,  and  the  inability  ti 
without  the  concurrent  action  of  three  towns. 


3d.  A  want  of  sufficient  school  accommodations,  and  an  un- 
willingness on  the  part  of  the  town  to  provide  them. 

4th.     An  alleged  depreciation   in  the  value  of  real   esta 

1st.  With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  alleged  grievances,  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Ingraham,  the  Town  Clerk,  who  produced  the 
town  records,  shows  that  it  is  a  mere  fancy. 

The  town  has  always  chosen,  annualh  .  three  Selectmen,  three 
Assessors,  and  three  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  who  are  also  Highway 
Surveyors. 

The    town   records   show  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Belmont 

district  of  Waterlown  have  had  of  these  officers  as  follows  : 

In  12  years  12  Selectmen  out  of  3(3 

10       '•  S  Assessors  out  of  30 

12       l;  12  Overseers  of  the  Poor  out  of  30 

Its  population  of  552  would  entitle  it  to  only  15.5  per  cent,  of 
those  officers.  Yet  it  has  had  33J  per  cent,  of  Selectmen  and 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  2(3. G  per  cent,  of  Assessors. 

If  during  these  twelve  years  it  never  asked  for  more  roads,  or 
more  school  accommodations,  the  town  had  every  reason  to 
believe  that  nothing  more  was  needed  there.  , 

2d.      The  grievances  as  to  roads. 

The  testimony  upon  this  point  was  very  general  and  very 
vague— much  of  it  drawn  out  by  leading  questions  of  the  most 
pointed  character.     Much  of  it  was   siiveii   under  evident  bias  of 


viz  :   One  gentle- 
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man  while  testifying,  said  that  t;  Watertown  otighl  i  i  be  sunk," 
— and  another  lust  no  opportunity  of  assigning  a  had  un  live  to 
every  measure  adopted  by  the  town  in  favor  of  his  section  of  il. 

viz : 

1S55,  and  not  mended  till  June. 

The  desire  was  to  show  a  wilful  neglect — but  the  surveyor  of 
highways  proved  that  the  culvert  was  In. ken  in  by  a  great 
freshet— mended  temporarily  within  a  week  so  that  teams  coul  I 
pass  safely  over  it  ;  and  in  June,  when  it  was  proper  to  do  so, 
mended  thoroughly  with  new  foundations.  It  never  broke  before 
and  has  never  broken  since. 

b.  Our  witness  said  that  Common  Street  was  not  dug  out 
this  winter  for  a  fortnight  after  the  snow. 

But  the  surveyor  of  highways  testified  that  it  was  cleared  out 
by  himself  three  or  four  times  a  week,  from  the  day  the  snow  fell. 

r.  Mr.  Hittinger  had  to  pay  £200  for  widening  a  part  pf 
School  street,  which  the  town  should  have  done  for  him.  Hut  this 
was  more  than  three  years  since,  and  the  surveyor  of  highways  for 
that  year  testified  that  Mr.  Hittinger  would  not  wait  for  tin  town 
to  do  it.  Besides  he  has  never  requested  the  town  to  re-imburse 
him. 

</.     The  town    being   required   to   straighten  Common   Street. 

do  it.      This  was  no  less  than  eleven  years  ago.  t 

e.  One  witness  desired  a  road  from  Grove  street  to  (Joshing 
street.  The  Selectmen  recommended  §:JU0  to  be  granted  towards 
building  it,  not  deeming  the  road  of  suflicient  public  necessity  to 
justify  a  larger  public  expenditure  :  yet  the  town  would  not  grant 
even  that  sum. 


motion  of  a  Belmont   man,  in  llio  absence  of  ilic  pi  i  son   - 

the  road,  and  tlie  town   at   its  recent   na   ting,    March  [),  ,        ,    u 

proper  representation  oj tin  case,  grant  d  . ■.' to  build  it. 

petitioners,  with  all   their  exertions,  were   able   to   bring  against 
the  town,   in   the  matter  of  roads,      fl   w,  nld   be   inexcu 

the  difficulty  which  the  petitioners  exporii  11  :  :  in  their  endeavors 

The  principal  "grievance,"  however,  in  tins  respect  is,  that 
roads  are  needed,  to  build  or  mend  w  Inch,  rci]  lii  the  concurrent 
action  of  the  three  towns,  out  of  which    IJelmcnt  is  to  1 eat  d. 

The  only  road  specified,  requiring  the  action  of  more  than  one 
town,  is  the  "Concord  turnpike,"  all  of  which  is  in  West  Cam- 
bridge, except  1500  feet,  which  are  in  Watertown. 

Not  a  single  witness  named  anyroad  which  was  required  by 
the  new  town. 

One  witness  thought  that  it  would  be  a  public  benefit  to  have 
School  street  continued  to  the  Concord  turnpike,  but  the  whole 
of  it  would  lie  in  Wnteriown  if  made,  and  no  person  ever  applied 
to  the  town  to  have  it  built. 


3d.  A  want  oi  sufficient  school  accommodations  and  an  unwil- 
lingness on  the  pan  of  the  town  to  provide  them. 

m  it  tee.  with  a  pertinacity  remarkably  dispro  portioned  to  the  proof. 

entire  misapprehension  of  the  true  state  of  the  case  on  the  part  uf 
the  Senate  was  probably  cue  reason  why  the  bill  to  incorporate 
Belmont,  succeeded  in  that  branch  of  the  legislature. 

The  attempt  has  this  year  been  not  only  to  impress  the  Com- 
mittee that  more  schools  are  needed,  bill  lb  it  \\  atc.rtown  is  indis- 
posed to  furnish  them. 
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The  position  taken  by  the  remonstrants,  and  which  the  hi  I  . 
of  the  action  of  the  town  for  the  past  four  years  will  prove  lo  '  i 
true,  is  tins  : — 

Waterlown  has  dona  all  tluit  has  been  asked  of  it;  and  it  is 
now  as  ready  and  willing,  as  it  is  able,  /■>  do  all  that  can  rea- 
sonably be  required  of  it  in  regard  to  public  schools,  for  every 
part  of  its  population. 

The  subject  is  so  important  in  itself,  and  a  right  comprehension 
of  it  will  so  demonstrate  the  entire  absence  of  an  exigency 
requiring  a  division,  that  the  history  of  the  schools  will  be  some- 
what minute. 

There  are  at  present  in  Watertown  five  school  houses— four 
finished  and  one  nearly  completed. 

In  addition  to  these,  one  has  been  contracted  for,  the  money 
($3,500)  granted,  end  the  land  purchased  and  paid  for.. 

By  recurring  to  the  map  the  location  will  be  readily  seen. 

The  mark  A  is  on  the  site  of  that  last  above  named,  which  is 
called  the  Beach  Street  School  House. 

C  is  the  old  school  house  for  the  west  school  division  of  the 
town.  It  is  soon  to  be  displaced  by  that  marked  15.  which  is 
called  the  Howard  Street  School  House. 

J)  is  the  School  House  for  the  village  or  centre  school  division. 

E  is  the  High  School  If,. use. 

F  is  the  East  School   House. 


The   High   School  II. 


Rev.  Sts.  c.  2:;,  §  5,  provide  that  a  town  containing  500 
families  shall  keep  a  school  for  all  the  inhabitants. 

The  town  clerk  testified  that  in  lS5o  when  the  high  school 
was  established,  there  were  o'J'J  families  in  the  town. 

by  law,  and   not   to   gratify  a  desire  to  expend  money  unnecessa- 
rily because  people  living  in  the  outskirts  had  to  pay. 


No  objection  lias  been  made  to  the  a    I  of  it, 
As  a  high  school  is  intended  for  all  the  inhabitant      it     local 
should  be  in  the  centre  of  population,  whirl,  M,-.  Crafts  thinks  is 

of  the   population   residing  in  Belmont  it  was    placed  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  to  the  eastward  of  that  emtio. 

part  of  the   town  was  manifested  in  the    location    of  this   school 

The  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  was  disre- 
garded in  favor  of  those  living  in  the  Belmont  district. 

The  plausible  objection  is,  that  the  petitioners  are  taxed  for  a 
school  which  circumstances  prevent  them  from  using. 

They  say  that  they  are  so  far  off  that  they  cannot  avail  tin  in- 
selves  of  its  advantages. 

Meeting  House  Hill,  for  this  purpose  is  magnified  into  a  moun- 
tain range.  It  is  said  to  form  an  impassable  barrier,  cutting  tin  m 
of  from  the  high  school. 

The  answer  to  this  objection  is,  that  although  it  would  be 
easier  to  reach  the  school  house  if  the  hill  were  not  there — yet 
the  school  house  is  used  notwithstanding  the  hill. 

It  was  in  testimony  that  out  of  the  OU  school  children  in  the 
Belmont  district,  six  attend  the  high  school.  Five  out  of  the 
six  reside  on  Common  street  which  passes  over  the  hill,  and  two 
of  the  six  are  children  of  petitioners. 

Divide  the  town  as  petitioners  desire,  and  these  six  children 
will  he  deprived  of  the  great  advantage  which  they  now  enj  y, 
of  attending  a  high  school  of  excellent  character.  .Four  out  of 
the  six  are  children  of  parents  who  do  not  petition,  and  of  whom 
it  can  therefore  be  said  that  they  do  not  desire  the  division. 

But  the  following  statements  from  authentic  sources,  show 
that  distance  is  no  obstacle  to  the  use  of  this  school. 

In  April,  1S54,  the  admissions  into  the  high  school,  were  as 
follows  : — 


The   "Middle  District 
Of  these,    L4    or  4.36  p< 


1781010 

,1  it  had  321    cl 
iiiiinl    into  the    Eligl 


School. 

The  "West  District"  is  all  the  west  part  of  the  town.  It 
had  106  scholars.  Of  these,  S  or  7  •">  1  per  cent,  were  admitted 
into  the  High  School. 

The  "  East  District"  includes  the  Belmont  part  of  the  town, 
and  the  portion  near  Mount  Auburn.  It  had  1  I  7  scholars.  Of 
these,  11  or  9  I  per  cent,  were  admitted  into  the   High  School. 

From  the  School  Committee's  Report  of  LS55-6,  it  appears 
that:  — 

The  Middle  District  Grammar  schools  had  120  scholars, 
of  whom  15  or  11.0  per  cent,  were  promoted  into  the  High 
School. 

The  West  District  Grammar  School  had  50  scholars,  of 
wh.m  7  or  14  per  cent,  were  promoted  into  the  High  School. 

The  Cast  District  Grammar  School  had  60  scholars,  of  whom 
12  or  20  per  cent,  were  promoted  into  the  High  School. 

In  1855,  the  average  attendance  in    tins  school  was  as  follows: 
Middle  District,   31,  or    0.65  per  cent,  on  321  scholars. 
West  District,       12,  or  11.32       "  "    106 

East  District,        21,  or  17.94       "  "117 

In  IS56,  the  average  attendance   was  as  follows  : 

Middle  District,  22,  or    4.53  per  cent,  on  220  scholars. 
West  District,        0,  or     7  20       "  "    125 

East  District,     17,  or  10.82      "  "    137 

These  statements  show  that  a  greater  proportion  oi 


admitted,  and  there  is  a 


uoudance  in  the  school 


section  of  the   town  in   which  Belmont  is  placed,  than  from 
either  of  the  other  sections. 

The  reason  may  be  (it    is    offered    only    as   a    suggestion)  that 
when  the  weather  is  bad  children  near  the    school   stay  at   home. 
It  is  too  near  to  ride    and  too   far  to   walk.      They  who   r, 
a  distance  usually  ride  every  day. 
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The  argument  for  a  division  of  this  town,  so  far  as  it  is  based 
upon  the  inconvenient  distance  of  the  High  School,  proves  alto- 
gether too  much. 

For  create  Belmont,  and  those  persons  now  residing  on  Bel- 
mont Street  will  be  us  far  from  the  new  centre,  al  Wellington 
Hill,  ;is  they  now  are  hem  the  High  Sell      I 

Thus  there   must    he  another   division  or  else  no  High  Sell.  ol. 

Cut    the    children  of  this    District  will    gain    nothing    m    this 


res]. 


For  ill-'  90  school  children  now  then  will  leave  a  town  which 
has  a  High  School  for  one  that  has  none,  and  which  will  not  be 
obliged  to  maintain  one. 

In  1S5-I,  the  population  was  said  to  be  1005.  In  1S57  it  is 
said  to  be  1  L01.  A  gain  in  three  years  of  '.'.'..  or  not  quite  ten 
per  cent,  in  three  years.  At  this  rate  it  will  take  them  thirty 
years  to  grow  to  the  capacity  of  a  High  sell 

it  is  very  improbable  that  \\  ith  all  their  u.  w  buildings  to  erect, 
and  the  other  causes  of  expen  .  incident  to  a  now  town,  they 
will  be  mdueed  to  establish  a  High  School  before  they  are 
obliged  to  do  so. 

Temporary  School  at  Wavurlv. 

The  facts  attending  the  establishment  of  this  temporal-) 
are  as  follows  : — ■ 

1.  The  first  information  given  to  the  town  that  a  school  was 
needed  in  Waverly,  is  contained  in  the  printed  report  of  the 
School  Committee  of  1854-5,  presented  to  the  town  at  its  annual 
meeting,  in  March,  1S55,  in  which  the  Committee  sa\  :— 

"There  are  at  Waverly  village,  13  children  between  five  and 
fifteen,  which  number  will  without  doubt  be  increased,  when 
some  sixer  eight  houses  now  being  built,  shad  be  occupied. 
Your  Committee  are  not  prepare. 1  to  make  a  definite  recommenda- 
tion, before  it  is  apparent  where  increased  room  evil]  be  most 
needed;  but  additional  accommodation  should  be  mad  when 
some  practicable  plan  can  be  hit  upon  to  meet  the  exigency/' — p.  S. 


this  sell 


Messrs.  Collins  &   bhllebrowu,   residents   in    Wavcrly,  dated 


2.      The   next  act 
from 

Nov.  1,  1S55,  and  addressed  to  the  Sehool  Committee,  asking  to 
have  a  school  there,  and  the  reply  of  Mr.  Crafts,  secretary  of  the 
Sehool  Committee,  dated  Nov.  b,  1835,  communicating  the  denial 
of  this  request,  for  four  specified  reasons,  viz  :  — 

The  want  of  funds. 

The  location  of  the  sehool  was  tit  .he  extreme  border  of  the 
town,  and  once  established  there  it  could  nut  be  removed. 

There  did  not  appear  to  be  an  extreme  necessity  foe  the  sehool. 
The  whole  matter  could  he  better  arranged  by  the  town  at  Us 
annual  meeting  in  the  following  March. 

3  The  next  proceeding  was  the  establishment  of  a  sehool  at 
Waverlv,  commencing  Jan.  L-l.h,  1836,  to  continue  to  the  end 
of  the  current  school  year,  viz:   March  1st,  1850. 

The  reasons  for  this  change  of  deteimination  on  the  part  ol  the 
School  Committee,  are  set  forth  in  their  printed  report,  as 
follows:— 


school,  I   „.  12, 1850,  lo  cmti totl.ee.   loftl.e,   , 

"The  room  for  ll ■■    '■  ■  »■ '  -"■■■■•  — '  ' 

Whether  this  shall  become  a  permanent  e-laUUl.n.cnt,  U  a 

the  town,  iin.1  thcacti.   i  of  future  C      n       .■>■=•.  ^  ^   ^  .,  ,,..K.i„n.„r  .l,o<e  abilities 

the  town  has  bad  the  benefit  in  ti -  past,  and  who  the  Co ntto   .1' 

to  render  a         I  ...t  ofher  ste* 

.1.  The  next  fact  connected  with  this  school  is  tint  it  was 
established  in  the  fall  of  1S56,  and  now  exists.  There  are 
seventeen  scholars,  and  the  teacher  has  the  usual  salary  oi  $22o 
per  annum. 


5.  Concerning  this  school,  Mr.  Hamlin,  a  resident  of  "Waverly, 
formerly  a  petitioner  for  division,  who  has  one  child,  a  boj 
thirteen  years  old,  attending  it,  testified  that  the  school  of  I  Soli, 
li  was  very  good  indeed."  Of  the  present  school  he  said  that  '  ! 
was  pretty  good,"  the  cause  of  such  qualified  commendati 
probably  being  the  fact  that  Ins  daughter  is  the'  teacher,  lie 
testified  also  that  the  people  in  Waverly  "were  and  an  .  ilisfi  d 
with  the  school." 

This  completes  the  history  of  the  Waverly  school.     It  is  rcl 

an  earnest  and  sincere  desire  to  deal   liberally  and   fairly  with  the 
inhabitants  of  that  section  of  it. 

When  the  persons  who  are  immediately  interested  in  the 
school,  are  themselves  satisfied  with  what  was  done,  it  is  not  for 
other  persons  to  impeach  the  motives  and  decry  the  action  of  the 
town  or  the  Committee. 

Yet  this  has  been  done.  Mr.  Meade,  one  of  the  most  active 
petitioners,  asserted  that  this  school  was  established  just  before 
the  petition  for  division  was  presented  to  the  Legislature  of  LSJt), 
and  discontinued  just  after  the  petition  tailed. 

The  intention  of  this  testimony  was  to  impress  the  Committee 
with  the  belief  that  the  school  was  established  on  account  of  the 
petition  for  division,  with  the  purpose  ol  intluencing  the  Committee 
and  the  Legislature  of  IS56,  m  their  decision  on  the  a;  . 
That  nothing  hut  the  pressure  of  the  petition  lor  division,  and  the 
danger  of  its  success,  has  produced  at  Waverly  any  school 
accommodations  at  all. 

Tins  charge  was  industriously  and  to  some  extent  successfully 
made  during  the  session  of  1S5G.  An  attempt  of  the  same 
nature  will  in  all  probability  be  made  this  year. 

The  charge  is  not  based  on  direct  evidence;  it  is  nearly  an 
inference  from  certain  facts,  and  appears  to  be  argued  out  thus  : 

The  petitioners  say  to  the  town:  •■You  were  asked  through 
your  School  Committee  to  establish  a  school  for  thirteen  children 


ic  desired    scho. 

as  it  would  ha 


at  Waverly,  in  November,  LS35,  and  you  refused  to  d 
four  assigned  reasons,  each  of  which  your  subsequent  act 
proved  to  be  false. 

funds  in  November,  you  had  no  more,  but  rather  less  in  J; 

"Your  second  reason  was  the  locatio 
but  then  it  was  in  the  same  place  in  .1 
been,  had  it  been  established  in  November. 

■•  Your  third  reason  was,  that  extreme  necessity  for  the  school 
did  not  appear;  but  then  there  was  no  more  necessity  in  January 
than  there  was  in  November. 

•'  Your  fourth  reason  was  that  the  matter  could  he  better 
arranged  at  the  town  meeting  in  March:  but  if  this  was  a  good 
reason  in  November,  it  was  a  still  better  one  in  January." 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  assigned  reasons,  the  petitioners 
seek-  for  what  they  suppose  to  be  the  true  oni  s. 

They  find  in  the  report  of  the  School  Committee  that  the 
school  was  established  because  "  circumstances  pressed."  Thence 
they  argue  that  the  circumstances  which  pressed  were  the  petition 
for  division;  the  consciousness  that  the  town  had  failed  in  this 
school  matter  generally;  the  danger  of  the  petitioners'  success  if 
the  Legislature  or  the  Committee  could  not  lie  induced  to  believe 
that  the  town  had  not  been  remiss. 

The  answers  to  this  theory  are  very  cogent. 

1st.  The  reasons  given  by  the  Committee  for  not  establishing 
a  school  at  Waverly,  as  asked  for  by  Messrs.  Collins  and  Pille- 
brown,  in  November,  ISoo,  apply  only  to  a  permanent  school, 
which  these  gentleman  requested.  They  do  not  apiply  to  the 
temporar;/  scho,, I,  requested  in  December,  and  established  m 
January,    1S56. 

'id.  The  extreme  necessity  which  did  not  appear  in  Nnvcml  er, 
was  made  manifest  in  January,  by  the  unusual  severity  of  the 
winter. 
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3d.  Even  to  establish  this  temporary  school,  the  Committee 
wore  com]  ellecl  to  draw  llie  small  .-urn  required  to  maintain  it,  out 
of  the  general  contingent  fund.     It  is  more  than  doubtful  if  they 

fundi  with  which  to  establish  a  permanent  school,  the  whole 
town  and  State  giant  having  been  appropriated  for  the  other 
schools,  before  any  request  was  made  for  thai  at  Wavcrly. 

4th.  More  persons  requested  the  school  in  January  than  in 
November.  They  urged  their  claims  with  greater  earnestness. 
There  were  twenty-four  children,  instead  of  only  thirteen.     The 

stances,  instead  of  obstinately  adhering  to  their  fu   i 

Mr.  Craft's  testified  that,  "The  question  of  the  division  of  the 
town  was  never  before  the  School  Committee  of  ISoo-G,  in  con- 
nection with  establishing  or  rejecting  a  school  at  Waverly." 

Mr.  Hamblin  testified  as  follows: — 

.'•  A  year  ago  there  .....  ,ols.    There  was    no  school   till  .January, 

ISifi.     Tl,,r,  I,  ,11,,,, ,  „„  ,/,!  ,.„,',    bnl   ■;■,:'■  •     ,.     .     -    far  as  I  know  the 

question  of  otaWishins  a  school  lr.nl  never  len  brought  beiWv  the  town.  The  requisi- 
tion had  been  made   to  the   School   Committee.     1   it.vvi    I'ui'ND  a  willingness  in  the 

1"'"" I- 

"  The  first  meeting  was  called  by  in  '  ,     V     I     I  I  I     me.! 

:'  .:  .  could  he  accommodated  but  Waverlj  |>e.i]ile.  Having  these  additional  names 
made  a  difference. 

••  the   making  of  a   school  at  Waverly  did  not  I  application  of 


To  this  charge  of  a  desire  to  intlucncc  the  Legislature,  it 
may  again  be  answered,  that  the  absurdity  of  it  is  its  clearest 
refutation. 

But  the  following  comparison  of  dates  will  not  only  altogether 
dispose  of  the  charge — but  also  show  the  extremity  to  which  the 
petitioners  are  driven  to  secure  the  success  of  their  application. 


11 

The  assertion  made  is  that  tlie  school  at  Waver!/ was  estab- 
lished just  before  the  petition  lor  division  was  presented  to  the 
Legislature  of  1S5G,  and  discontinued  just   after  the   petitioners 

faded. 


January    11,    ISoC 
me  to  the  end  of 


>1    established   at    Waverly,    ti 
tit  school  year.      A\  C.  Ji.  p. 


January  19,  ISjJG      Order  of  notice  on    the    petition  of  Jacob 
Ilittinger  and  others.      Senate  Journal  of  IS56,  j).  ST. 


March    21,    185G.      School    at    Waverly    di 
CrajVs  testimony. 


d.      Mr 


April  1,  1836.  Leave  to  withdraw  reported  on  the  petition. 
House  Journal,  p.  6  10. 

April  S,  1S5G.  Motion  that  bill  to  incorporate  Belmont  be  sub- 
stituted for  Report.      Senate  Journal,  (dttp.  copy)  p.  -1S9. 

April  30,  1S3G.     Bill  passed  by  Senate.     Senate  Jour.  p.  (505. 

May  22,  1S3C.  Same  bill  rejected  by  the  House.  House 
Journal,  p.   HK)[. 

Thus  it  appears  that  this  school,  alleged  to  have  been  estab- 
lished merely  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the  Legislature  m 
their  action  on  the  petition  for  division,  was  actually  discontinued 
pending-  the  hearing  before  the  Committee  on   Towns  !  .' 


Howard  Strf.et  School   House,   marked  13  on  tlie  map. 
This  school  house  is  designed  as  a  substitute    for    that  marked 
C,  on  the  map.  which  will  be  discontinued. 

The  facts  concerning  the  erection  of  this  school   house,  are   as 
follows: 

Aw    article    was    inserted    in    the    warrant,  calling    the   annual 
Town    Meeting  of  .March    10th,  1S56,   "  to  see  what    action  the 
G 


town   would    take  in  relation    to   the   building  of  u  new  scl 1 

house  in  the  West  District." 

The  West  District  comprehended   Waverly. 

The  article  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  persons,  who 
reported  to  the  town  at  the  adjourned  meeting  held  April  :50th, 
1S5G. 

1st.  '•  That  a  new  school  house  should  he  built.  2d.  That  no 
regard  should  be  had  to  the  wants  of  Wavtrlj.  That  a  separate 
school  should  be  provided  lor  their  children  as  has  been  clone 
during  the  past  winter.'' 

This  report  was  not  accepted  by  the  town. 

The  next  action  was  at  the  same  meeting,  A|  ril  :>0,  to  appoint 
another  committee  of  nine  persons  for  the  pin  pose  of  selecting  a 
suitable  lot  for  a  new  school  house  in  the  West  District,  and 
report  the  same,  with  the  price  demanded,  to  the  town  at  a 
future  meeting,  with  plan,  estimates,  and  cost  of  building,"  &c. 

The  Committee  thus  appointed  April  30lh,  reported  June  21th, 
'56,  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature  and  the  signal 
defeat  of  these  petitioners  first  before  the  Committee  on  Towns, 
and  then  before  the  House  of  Ilcprescntatices. 

In  their  report  the  Committee  say  that  they  caused  "  a  meet- 
ing of  the  legal  voters  in  the  West  District,  including  those  in 
Waverly,  to  be  called,  and  submitted  to  them  the  following 
questions: 

"Shall  the  new  school  house  be  located  on  Myrtle  Street,  or 
in  its  vicinity,  or  shall  it  be  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  corner 
of  Howard  Street  and  Main  Street  !  " 

"And  it  was  answered  by  a  vote  of  '.  1  to  1  to  n  commend  to 
the  School  House  Committee,  that  the  proposed  new  school  house 
be  located  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Howard  Streets."  > 


the  W.uviiv  I,,-,,,,;,.  i.inJt, 
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A  majority  of  this  Committee  recommended  that  the  town 
should  instruct  the  Selectmen  to  lay  out  and  appraise  one  of  two 

A  minority  of  the  Committee  reported  that,  in  their  opinion, 
the  lot  of  land  at  the  cornel-  of  Howard  and  Mam  Streets,  was  the 
most  suitable  location. 

The  location  recommended  by  the  minority  was  adopted.  The 
school  house  is  erected,  and  will  probably  be  occupied  in  July  oc 
August. 

It  has  been  openly  asserted  by  persons  desiring  a  division  of 
the  town,  that  the  interests  of  education,  at  leas!  so  far  as  those 
persons  living  at  a  distance   from   the  village  are  concerned,  are 

The  action  of  the  town  in  the  erection  of  this  school  house, 
proves  the  assertion  to  be  unfounded. 

Two  committees,  altogether  twelve  persons,  had  the  subject 
before  them  throe  months. 

Every  person  specially  interested  was  invited  to  signify  where 
he  wished  the  new  school  house  to  be  located. 

Against  the  recommendation  of  ton  persons  out  of  twelve,  on 
two  committees,  the  town  selected  tin  location  whirl,  the  people 
desired. 

The  school  house  was  intended  for  the  entire  West  District, 
including  Bemis'  factory  and  Waverly  village. 

This  action  of  the  town  certainly  does  not  indicate  a  desire  to 
neglect  the  educational  interests  of  those  persons  who  reside  at 
a  distance  from  the  village. 

The   Beach   Street  School   House.     • 

This  school  house  is  to  be  located  at  a  place  marked  A  on  the 
map. 

1st.  An  article  was  inserted  in  the  warrant  calling  a  town 
meeting  for  Nov.  -lib,  IS5G,  in  these  words,  viz. : 

"  To  see  if  the  town  will  build  a  school  house  to  accommodate 
the  north  part  of  the  town,  grant  money  for  the  same,  or  act 
[hereon." 
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The  request  or  petition  to  the  Selectmen  for  the  insertion  of 
tins  article  in  the  warrant,  was  stated  l>y  Air.  Meade  with  charac- 
teristic bias  while  testifying  before  the  Committee,  to  have  been 
'■got  tip  by  outsiders,"  meaning  by  "outsiders"  j m-i ^. ms  residing 
(uit  of  the  district  to  be  accommodated,  ami  having  no  special 
interest  in  the  school. 

The  only  evidence  upon  this  point  besides  Air.  Meade's,  is  that 
of  Mr.  Hamlin,  who  testified,— 1st,  That  the  petition  was  hand- 
ed to  him  by  a  Waverly  man,  and  was  signed  by  no  other  per- 
sons than  inhabitants  of  Waverly.  '2d,  That  the  application  to 
the  Selectmen  was  made  pursuant  to  a  predetermined  plan  on  the 
part  of  the  Waverly  people.  He  said,  »  At  the  time  the  school 
was  stopped  in  March,  '56,  the  School  Committee  said  they  had 
no  authority  to  continue  it.  We  determined  that  they  should  he 
instructed  to  establish  the  school,  and  we  intended  to  sec  if  the 
town  would  build  a  house.  We  considered  that  to  be  the  fair  and 
legitimate  course  to  take.     It  hud  never  been  taken  before." 

2d.  The  town  meeting  was  holder)  Nov.  1th,  '5G,  and  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  to  whom  the  article  concerning  the  election 
of  a  school  house  to  accommodate  the  north  part  of  the  town, 
was  referred,  with  instructions  to  report  in  four  weeks. 

3d.  The  same  warrant  contained  an  at  tide  in  these  words, 
viz.  : 

"To  see  if  the  town  will  move  the  school  now  located  mi 
School  street,*  so  as  better  to  accommodate  the  inhabitants  in 
the  east  part  of  the  town,  grant  money  for  the  same,  or  act 
thereon." 

This  article  was  referred  to  the  same  Committee  with  the  same 
instructions  to  report  in  four  weeks. 

*  Marked  on  the  man  V. 


From  these  facts  it  is  apparent  that  the  Town  Committee  had 
before  them  the  whole  subject  of  school  accouimodalions'ibr  the 
entire  Belmont  part  of  the  town,  — ail  that  territory  which js  col- 
ored or  shaded  on  the  map. 

They  were  required  to  locate  one  new  school  house,  and  to 
alter  the  location  of  an  old  one. 

They  were  invested  with  full  powers  to  recommend  whatever 
in  their  judgment  was  advisable,  and  were  under  no  obligation  to 
consult  any  person.  Hut  they  chose  to  consult  the  persons  spe- 
cially interested  in  the   arrangement. 

The  section  to  he  provided  lor  was  extensive,  although  there 
were  only  ninety  school  children  on  the  greater  part  of  it. 

There  was,  therefore,  an  obvious  necessity  lor  dividing  the  ter- 
ritory into  two  portions,  one  for  each  school  house. 

Acting  under  their  full  powers,  the  Committee  marked  oil' such 
a  portion  of  the  territory  as  in  their  judgment  would  he  accom- 
modated by  the  new  school  house,  and  they  notified  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  portion  which  included  Wellington  Hill,  to  attend 
a  meeting  at  Waverly  village,  to  consider  the  location  of  the  new 
school  house. 

The  inhabitants  on  the  remainder  <A~  the  territory  had  no  con- 
cern in  the  location  of  this  new  school  house  ;  they  could  be  in- 
terested only  in  the  location  of  the  old  school  house.  They  were 
accordingly  notified  to  attend  another  meeting,  holden  on  the  same 
evening,  in  the  East  School  House  (F)  to  consider  that  subject. 

4th.  The  inhabitants  of  the  designated  territory  met  at  Wa- 
verly, to  consider  the  location  of  the  new  school  house.  A  Com- 
mittee of  three  persons  was  appointed  to  select  a  location.  Mr. 
Meade,  one  of  this  Committee,  could  not  agree  with  the  other 
two  upon  any  spot.  The  Committee  reported  accordingly,  and 
were  discharged. 

5th.  The  Town  Committee  reported  to  the  town  at  the'  expi- 
ration of   four  weeks,  viz.,  Dec.  'id. 
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that  a  new  Committee  should  be  appointed  to  select  a  location, 
and  another  Committee  to  build  the  school  house,  and  thai  §2501) 
be  granted  for  the  purpose. 

6th.  The  money  was  granted,  and  is  now  a  pari  of  the  town 
debt.  A  Locating  Committee,  consisting  ol  three  persons  from 
the  Belmont  District,  was  appointed,  with  instructions  to  report  in 

a  week. 

7th.  The  Locating  Committee  reported  Dee.  0th,  selecting 
the  lot  at  the  comer  of  Leach  and  North  Streets,  maiked  on  tin 
map  A. 


8th.  At  the  town  mec 
of  $1000  was  made  to  tin 
of  the  land  has  been  deli 
males  for  the  building  are 


held  March  9th,  '57,  an  addition 
svious  grant  of  $2500.  The  deed 
J,  and  the  money  paid.  The  esti- 
ipleted  and  the  contract  signed. 


This  history  of  the  origin,  progress  and  final  settlement  of 
school  accommodations  for  the  inhabitants  of  Waverly,  is  a  per- 
fect answer  to  the  complaints  of  the  people  near  Wellington  Hill, 
that  they  cannot  obtain  sufficient  school   facilities. 

In  1855,  Waverly  a.slcs  for  a  temporary  school  and  obtains  it. 

Wellington  Hill  was  never  asked  for  a  temporary  school,  and 
therefore  has  not  obtained  one.  Can  it  be  reasonably  asserted 
that  the  town  is  indisposed  to  provide  such  a  school  until  the 
request  has  been  made  and  refused  ?  , 

In  the  suiinner  of  '50,  the  (own  being  about  to  build  a  large 
and  expensive  school  house  for  the  West  District,  asks  Waverly 
to  indicate  its  preference  as  to  the  location. 

Waverly  replies,  we  do  not  care  where  it  is  located,  because  il 
cannot  be  so  located  as  to  accommodate  us       Then  Waverly  asks 
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Wavcrly, 
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acli  Street 
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care  where 
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mdaco  us." 

The  town  being  about  to  build  tin 
asks  Wellington  Hill  to  signify  when 
school  house  to  be  placed.  It  answi 
spect  to  the  II  iward  Street  school  hoi 

you  loeate  it,  for  it  cannot  he  so   loca 

But  unlike  Wavcrli/,  Wellington  Hill  docs  not  ash  for  u 

house,  and  then  Jove  docs  not  obtain   it. 

After  all  the  exertion  of  the  town  to  provide  sell. ml  facilities, 
it  was  stated  by  Mr.  Meade,  and  insisted  upon  by  the  counsel  for 
petitioners  that  the  Beach  street  school  house  was  established  in 
pursuance  of  a  scheme  to  make.  Wavcrly  and  Wellington  Hill 
quarrel  over  the  location!  This  sell  cine,  to  carry  out  which  an 
expense  of  $3,500  has  been  incurred  by  the  town,  was  defeated, 
according  to  the  petitioners'  theory,  because  Wellington  Hill 
gracefully  yielded,  and  suffered  the  school  house  to  be  placed 
where  it  was  best  for  Wavcrly!  ! 

In  the  same    manner,  and  with  the   same   spirit,  the   motives  of 

When  a  small    temporary  school  is  established  at  Wavcrly,  the 
petitioners  exclaim,   '-That  is  to  influence  the  Legislature. :' 
When  a  request   is   made  for  an   article   to   be   inserted  in  the 

'•That  was  got  up  by  outsiders." 

When  a  committee  is  appointed  to  consider  where  the  permanent 
school  shall  he  located,  then  the  petitioners  say,  "  That  is  a  scheme 
to  make  Wellington  Hill  and  Wavcrly  quarrel  over  the  location." 

When  the  money  is  granted,  and  the  deed  made,  then  they  say, 
"You  have  not  got  your  school  house  yet,"  intending  to  insinuate 
that  it  will  not  be  built. 

And  finally  when  the  town  has  done  all  that  it  has  been  asb  d 
to  do,  both  as  to  school.-,  and  roads,  and  manifested  by  its  actii  n, 
and  proved  by  testimony  its  willingness  and  ability  to  ^lo  all  that 
can  be  expected  of  it.  the  petitioners  assert,  and  their  counsel 
reiterate  the  assertion,  '■The  town  has  not  the  ability  to  give  us 
what  we  need,  and  it  has  not  given  us  what  it  could  !" 
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Hy  what  right  is  such  an  assertion  made?  Upon  what  facts 
can  it  be  founded?  How  can  any  person  hay  that  Hie  town  ha. 
not  given  them  what  they  need,  when  it  has  given  them  all  they 
ever  asked  for  ? 

Who  is  to  move  in  such  matters  if  ihe  persons  must  interested 
do  not  ediose  to  move  in  them  ? 

If  the  real  reason  why  these  petitioners  are  year  after  year 
trying  to  divide  the  town,  he  the  want  of  schools,  how  dors  lt 
happen  that  in  three  years  they  have  never  applied  to  the  town 
for  more  school  accommodations? 

It  would  cost  them  nothing  to  make  the  attempt.  It  would  he 
more  manly,  more  reputable  to  found  their  petition  upon  some 
refusal  of  the  town  to  comply  with  their  requests,  even  should 
the  refusal  be  reasonable,  than  upon  the  miserable  array  of  fancied 
"grievances,"  which  form  the  yearly  staple  of  then  case. 

The  truth  is  they  do  not  want  a  school.  They  are  afraid  to 
ask  for  it,  because  if  granted,  their  only  card  in  this  desperate 
game  would  be  lost. 

East  Grammak  and  Primary  Schools,  marked  on  the  map  F. 

The  action  of  the  Town  Committee  in  reference  to  the 
removal  of  the  school  house  has  been  explained. 

The  circumstances  show  that  the  action  was  judicious. 

If  it  were  injudicious  the  mistake  was  that  of  the  committee 
and  not  of  the  town. 


1.      The  character  of  these  schools. 

Mr.  Whiting  testified  to  the  committee  as  follows*:  "  The  Pri- 
mary School  is  the  best  in  the  town.  The  Grammar  School  is 
as  good  as  the  Centre  School,  much  better  than  the  one  in  the 
West.  It  is  better  than  the  average  of  those  in  the  neighboring 
towns."' 

Mr.  Isaac  Stone  said,  "  My  children  have  made  great  progress 
at  that  school.      1  have  two  there  now." 


!•" 


2.     The  character  and  condition  of  tl         '         housi  . 

Mr.  Hittinger    quoted    with   much   unction    the   report 
school  committee  of   1851-5,    bnt  could   not    r,member    thai  the 
difficulties  there  enumerated  have  all  been   removed,      lie  i    id 
that  he  took  1ms   three   eldest   children    awaj    I  there  was 

water  in  the  cellar,  but  did  not  perceive  his  inconsistency  ii 
i„g  his  youngest  child  still  to  attend  the  school  in  the  same  build- 
ing notwithstanding  the  water. 

The  present  condition  of  the   house,   and  the  who      can      ol 
complaint  are  explained  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Crafts,  viz: 

li.Umortl.oKa.tScWIll    . 
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not  after  the  most  approve.!  method. 
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More  money  was  spent  to  repair  the  East  school  house  than  to 
epuir  all  the  others  in  town.     The  smallness  of  the   sum  .Lows 
d. 


IV  1 


how  little  repair  was  reiium 

3.     The  location  of  this  School  [louse. 

1st      The  house   was  erected  during  the  existence  of  what  is 
called  the   '•  District  sys 
but  by  the  people  of  the    District  it  was 
Mead,  himself  u 


It  was   not   located  ley  the  town, 
cd  to  serve.     Mr. 
of  the  comm'Ula  appointed  to  locate  it- 


•M      Subsequently,  within  a    few   yea,      pasl     ■  commit. f 

sev^n  persons,  all  but  one  residents  of  the  East  District,  was  ap- 
-   J,  ,      lll0  town   ipecially*   attend  to   the   school  wants  of 


TH  E 
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'•>•'  District.     Two  of  them,  the    late    Mr.  Jamr-s  Brown  and  Mr 
Moses    Stone,    residents   of  the  Belmont    District      Th,  •    •     ' 
s^Wty  instructed  to  report  what  further  accommodations  were 
Hooded,  and  they  men-  reported. 


A  meeting  of  the   inhabitants  of  that    District,  exc i 

Hill,    was     called, 


Wavcrly   and     near    Well, 


:Nl-'^'- '-Mo -nsider  the  expediency  of  removing,, boo!. 

rhey  were  invited  to  say  to  what  place  it  should  he  moved 
There  were  fifty  persons  present;  and  a  majority  of  them  from 

the   Belmont  part  of  the  district,  according   to   the   tcstimon      of 

Mr.  Isaac  Stone,  who  was  there. 


The  Belmont   people  could 


y  place  they 


They  refused  in  mi,vc  the  School  House,  and  Mr  fosiah  Bright 
one  of  the  petitioners  for  the  dins,,,,,,  and  t!,crefo,  :  on  f°tl  ' 
very  persons  who  complained  of  the  want  of  school  accommodation, 
made  the  motion  not  to  move  it  ! 

by  their  action  in  regard  to  this  School  House. 

They  complain  of  a  location  made  by  the  assistance  of  one  of 
their  own  men,  the  leader  uf  this  war  upon  the  town. 

They  complain  of  the  want  of  sufficient  school  accommodations 
when  two  of  their  very  host  men,  not  long  since  specially  deputed 
to  consider  that  very  subject,  declared  by  their  inaction  that  no 
such  accommodations  were  rcquiied. 

They  complain   that   the   house   had  water   in  the  cellar  some 

two    Vears    sinee    ],nt    nn,,i,;,        .      ,- 

yeais   since,  but   contrive   to  forget   that   it    was   thoroughly 
repaired  eighteen  months  since. 

They  had  the  power  to  dcignate  any  spot  on  the  whole  of  the 
Bclmo,,t  P"t  of  the  town,  to  which  they  desired  the  ho,„e  to  be 
moved,  and  they  declared  that  they  preferred  to  have  it  remain 
where  it  is  ! 

These  facts  are  a  perfect  answer   to  the   paper  flourish  of  Mr 

Jonas  Chencrv. 


but  this  Kast  School  House. 

Then   [he  petitioners  triumpha 
have   put  all   the   school   houses 
comparative  area  is  left   tmprovidi 
people  are  neglected  by  the  town 


The  answer  to  this  exhibition  is— 

a.     You  were  asked  if  you    wank 
.■sleeted  area,  and  two  of  your  own 


n  said  "No!" 

you  would  have  the  East 


b.  You  were  asked    to  what    place    y 
School  House  moved  ;   you  might  have  moved  it  to  any  place  you 
chose,  and  you  refused  to  start  it! 

c.  Besides,  although  your  paper  flourish  does  cover  three  out 
of  four  school  houses  now  erected,  you  knew  well  enough  when 
you  made  your  paper  flourish,  that  the  town  had  appropriated 
$2,501)  to  build  a  new  school  house,  for  this  very  area  which 
your  paper  flourish  does  not  come  within  a  mile  of  reaching. 

It  will  not  do  for  yon  to  resort  to  the  subterfuge  of  intending 
to  cover  only  the  houses  now  built.  You  desired  to  impress  this 
Committee  with  the  alleged  neglect  oi  the  town  to  provide 
sufficient  school  room,  and  you  left  out  a  house  which  you  knew 
would  he  built  within  a  year. 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  action  of  Watertown  in  providing 
public  school  accommodations. 

The  petitioners  cannot  be  deemed  to  have  proved  any  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  town,  in  this  respect.  Stdl  less 'have  they 
succeeded  in  proving  such  a  neglect  as  amounts  to  an  exigency 
calling  for  a  division  of  the  town. 

There  are  according  to  the  testimony  of  .Mr.  Crafts,  who  took 
an  accurate  census,  only  ninety  school  children  in  the  whole  of 
the  Belmont  part  of  the  town,  requiring  any  school  accom- 
modations. 


Of  these  ninety  children,  seventy-one  arc  registered  in  the 
public  schools,  and  actually  attend  them. 

The  remaining  nineteen  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the  means 
of  public  instruction. 

Does  it  follow  that  they  are  deprived  el' the  opportunity  by  the 
neglect  of  the  town  I 

Some  persons  prefer  private  to  public  schools. 

Of  all  the  children  in  that  part  of  the  the  town,  80  per  cent,  do 
use  the  public  schools. 

The  remaining  20  per  cent,  do  not  use  them,  and  this  is  but  a 
small  per  centage.  It  is  usually  the  case  that  more  than  this 
proportion  prefer  to  use  private  means  of  education. 

The  names  of  fourteen  out  of  these  nineteen  children  were 
stated  in  evidence.  On  Belmont  street,  within  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  of  the  East  School  House,  lives  a  gentleman  whose  two 
children  do  not  use  that  school. 

Within  gun-shot  lives  another  gentleman  who  does  not  send 
his  one  child  there. 

Within  one  quarter  of  a  mile,  lives  Mr.  Ilittenger,  who  does 
not  send  three  of  his  children  there. 

These  persons  are  not  prevented  by  distance  from  using  this 
school.  Nor  are  they  prevented  by  the  poor  character  of  the 
school,  for  it  is  the  best  in  town.  Nor  l>y  the  character  of  the 
house — for  it  has  been  thoroughly  repaired,  and  though  ma  of 
modern  construction,  is  good  enough. 

These  gentlemen,  and  undoubtedly  other  parents  of  the  nine- 
teen, prefer  private  means  of  education. 

Of  the  71  who  do  use  the  public  schools,  i",  go  t„  the  High 
School,  17  go  the  Waved y  school— leaving  -IS  who  attend  the 
Hast  Grammar  and  Primary  Schools. 

Do  not  these  facts  prove  it  to    he   untrue  that  any  child  is  de- 


pri vol  of  his  school i 


io.il   accommod  ili 


Bat  concede,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument  only,  that  every 
thing  claimed  by  the  petitioners  is  true  regarding  these  accommo- 
dations. 

Is  the  deficiency,  even  then,  sufficient  to  amount  to  an 
cxigt  ncy  for  the  division  ? 

Should  not  the  petitioners  prove  a  denial  of  right  before  they 
can  be  considered  as  having  established  their  case  \ 

Would  even  one  refusal  of  a  school  demanded  amount  to  such 
denial? 

It  will  be  time  enough  to  answer  that  question  when  the 
request  has  been  made  and  refused. 

It  will  be  time  enough  to  say  that  an  exigency  for  dividing 
this  town  has  arisen  ;  when  persons  desiring  schools  have  asked 
for  them  and  have  been  refused  : 

When  the  town  has  manifested  a  disinclination  to  do  its  duty 
instead  of  the  most  liberal  and  anxious  desire  to  perform  it  ; 

When  a  committee    is   satisfied,    which    this  committee  cannot 
he,  upon  any  evidence  produced  to  them  :     that   the  children  «i 
the  Belmont  part   of  the    town  suffer  from  a   neglect  which  the 
town   is    unable  and    unwilling,  and   determined  not  to  repair. 
Upon  this  part  of  the  case  it  clearly  appears, 

That  no  more  school  accommodations  are  really  needed  by 
the  Belmont  portion  of  Walertown.  Tins  position  is  abun- 
dantly supported  by  the  fact  that  never  during  the  three  years  in 
which  the  petition  has  been  pending,  have  the  Wellington  Hill 
people  asked  the  town  to  provide  them. 


If  it  be  true  that  more,  such  accommodations  arc  required, 
the  town  is  perfectly  willing  and  ready  to  provide  them.  This  is 
proved  by  the  action  of  the  town  in  providing  additional  facili- 
ties for  Wave'rly  as  soon  as  they  were  requested.      If  Wellington 


schoi 


II  ill   had  taken  tlic  .sun,,  course,  who  si 
they  also  would  not  have  succeeded  ? 

In  in-  case  can  the  mere  want  of 
dations  form  an  element  of  an  exigency 
town,  till  that  want  he  proved  to  exist,  hy  the  inability 'o7!el 
of  the  town  to  provide  them  after  proper  application.  A  pos 
which  cannot  he  maintained  by  any  acti. f  Watertown 


4th.     The  last  in  this  catalogue  of  "grievances,"  is 
An  alleged  depreciation   in  the  value  of  real  estate,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  the  other  "  "rieisances." 

This  depreciation  is  alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  the  want 
of  schools  and  roads.      It  is  said  to  be  absolute  and  relative. 

That  is  to  say:  Real  estate  in  the  Belmont  part  of  Water- 
town,  is  worth  less  now  than  when  it  was  purchased  some  years 
ago. 

Ileal  estate  in  the  other  localities  has  risen  in  value,  while  that 
in  this  locality  has  remained  stationary  at  the  best. 

Only  two  witnesses  for  the  petitioners,  Mr.  Meade  and  Mr.  Hit- 
titiger,  testified  on  this  point. 

Like  all  the  other  testimony  of  the  petitioners,  it  was  very  sren- 
eral,  and  amounted  to  nothing  more  than  opinion. 

As  rendered  it  is  capable  of  being  applied  to  every  foot  of  land 
in  the  whole  Belmont  part  of  Watertown. 

Such  testimony,  it  will  be  seen,  by  recurring  to  the  map,  can- 
not be  true  of  the  whole  territory  which  is  about  equally  divided 
by  the  line  of  Washington  Street,  from  which  u  slopes  both  north 
towards  the  Concord  turnpike,  and  south  towards  Uelmont 
Street. 

All  the  land  to  which    any  such   testimony  can   be   applicable, 
must  lie  north  of  Washington  Street.     No  laud  in  any  other  part 
of  that  district  has  been  offered  for  sale  or  is  in  the  market. 
The  only  evidence  as  to  absolute  depreciation  was   that  of  Mr. 
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Meade,  who  testified  that  three  or 
thirteen  acres  of  laud  for  $300   per 
so  much  for  it  now,  because  there  ar 
railroad  accommodations. 

This  testimony  dnes  not  prove  that  Mr.  Meade's  land  lias  fallen 
in  value,  for  he  did  not  say  that  he  had  tried  to  sell  it,  or  that  it 
was  in  the  market,  nor  did  he  attempt  to  show  how  much  it  is 
now  worth. 

But  if  it  be  true  that  this  land  has  actually  fallen  in  value,  of 
the  two  co-operating  causes  assigned  by  Mr.  Meade,  it  is  clear 
that  the  want  of  schools  can  have  had  no  such  effect,  because 
there  were  no  schools  there  when  he  bought  the  land ! 

The  action  of  the  Fitchburg  railroad  is  the  evident  cause  pro- 
ducing such  a  fall  in  value,  if  it  has  really  taken  place.  1st.  In 
the  general  disregard  manifested  by  the  corporation  of  the  re- 
quirements of  near  travel  ;  2d,  In  discontinuing  the  early  and  late 
trains  ;   Lid,  In  e  aravagant  increase  ol'  fares. 

Dr.  Estes  Howe's  testimony  is  conclusive  as  to  the  fact  and  its 
causes. 

He  testified  as  follows:  "/  am  not  informed  that  land  lias 
depreciated.  There  is  much  less  accommod  ation  than  when 
Waverly  was  laid  out.  It  was  laid  out  with  a  view  to  build  a 
village  like  those  on  railroads.  Soon  after  it  was  hud  out,  the  rail- 
road cut  down  the  facilities  and  gave  less  accomtnodatii  n,  from  a 
mistaken  notion  as  to  the  necessity  of  accommodating  near  travel." 

"  There  arc  too  many  in  the  market."  That  is  to  say,  fine 
building  locations  near  Huston  are  too  plentiful.  The  supply  ex- 
ceeds the  demand,  and  therefore  real  estate  has  fallen  in  price, 
though  not  in  value. 

Real  estate  has  fallen  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  Mr.  Selh 
Bemis  testified,  "That  about  seven  or  eight  acres  on  the  Fitch- 
burg  railroad,  for  which  $500  had  been  offered,  were  sold  about 
two  years  since  for  $250  per  acre.      Last  year  a  sale   of  laud  on 


the  same  road  was  made  for  $100,  which  had  been  In  Id  at  double 
that  price." 

Here  is  a  fall  from  building  to  fanning  prices,  the  can      I 
according  to  the  same  witness,  the  action  of  [lie  railroad  in   "  re- 
fusing to  slop  trains  ;  giving  less  accomi laiion  ;    raising    fares  : 

taking  off  trains,  and  the  management  of  the  road  generally." 

Tim  evidence  as  to  relative  depreciation  is  just  as  loose  as  that 
respecting  absolute  depreciation.  There  w,'w  but  three  facts 
slated    from    which  any   such    inference    could    he   drawn.      The 

Mr.  Hittinger  testified  that  he  offered   two  carpenters  a  lot  of 


fee,  with  busi 


support  them,  if  they  would 


build  a  house  on  the  land  and  live  in  it.  They  refused  the  offer 
because  there  were  no  schools  and  no  conveniences  there  ! 

It  did  not  appear  that  either  of  these  men  could  aff..rd  to  build 
a  house.  They  had  but  one  child  between  //urn.  The  lot  of 
land  was  in  a  marshy  place,  near  fresh  Pond,  where  there  is  no 
road,  and  no  need   of  any. 

A  friend  of  Mr.  Hittinger's  bought  a  lot  of  land,  but  would  not 
complete  the  purchase,  because  there  were  no  schools  and  no 
church. 

Another  gentleman  would  not  purchase  the  Richardson  place, 
because  it  did  not  seem  to  be  anywhere  — no  village,  no  church, 
no  school  —  nothing. 

The  same  witness  further  stated  that  he  had  asked  many  per- 
sons to  come  there,  and  all  refused,  for  those  reasons,  but  not  one 
such  person  was  produced  by  the  petitioners. 

The  case  on  this  point  may  be  summed  up  ihus  :     ' 

1st.  It  is  not  proved  that  real  estate  in  the  Belmont  part  of 
Wateitown  was  depreciated,  either  absolutely  or  relatively. 

2d.  If  it  is  proved,  the  cause  lies  solely  in  the  reckless  action 
of  the  Filchburg  railroad. 


3d.  It  is  not  proved  that  to  incorporate  this  new  town  will 
raise  the  value  of  real  estate  there. 

4th.     If  it  is  proved,  such  an  object  forms  no  element  of  an 

exigency  for  division. 

5th.  If  the  need  of  one  or  even  two  schools,  causes  their  real 
estate  to  fall  in  value,  such  energetic,  shrewd,  intelligent  and 
determined  men  as  Mr.  Meade.  Mr.  Hittinger,  and  others  of  these 
petitioners,  would  at  hast,  Intra  long  since  requested  the  town  to 
build  them.  They  would  rather  have  built  such  houses  out  of 
their  own  abundant  means,  than  submitted  to  their  alleged 
enormous  loss  for  want  of  them. 

6th.  A  small  part  of  the  energy  which  they  have  wasted  in 
attempting  for  three  years  to  procure  a  division  of  the  town, 
expended  in  the  right  direction,  would  have  procured  them  as 
many  school  houses  as  they  needed. 

Finally,  it  is  apparent  upon  the  whole  case,  that  no  single  one 
of  the  alleged  grievances,  nor  the  combination  of  them  all,  amounts 
to  an  exigency  requiring  the  incorporation  of  a  new  town. 

The  people  of  the  Belmont  portion  of  Watcrtown  have  had  all 
their  reasonable  wauls  freely  and  fully  supplied. 

By  their  own  admission  the  roads  are  in  good  order. 

The  town  has  shown  an  earnest  and  anxious  desire,  and  is  now 
and  has  at  all  tunes  been  ready,  willing  and  able  to  afford  all 
proper  school  accommodations,  if  they  are  not  already  possessed 
by  that  portion  of  the  town. 

They  have  had  more  than  double  their  share  of  town  ofliccs  in 
twelve  years. 

The  remedy  for  any  supposed  grievance  is  in  their  own  hands. 
S 
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The  distances  which   they   h 
siderable. 


The  Belmont  part  o(  Watertown  must  forever  remain  an 
outskirt.  Now  it  is  the  outskirt  o(  Watertown  :  it'  the  new  tow  n 
be  incorporated,  it  will  forthwith  become  the  <  utskirt  of  Bt  'inonl. 

Now  it  is  the  outskirt  of  a  town  which  maintains  a  High 
School.  Then  it  will  be  the  outskirt  of  a  town  which  will  not 
have  such  a  school,  and  will  not  be  obliged  to  maintain  one. 

There  is  not  a  village  nor  a  business  centre,  nor  a  cluster  ui 
houses,  nor  anything  which  approximates  to  a  settlement  :  nor  a 
shop  where  mechanics  work,  nor  anything  deserving  to  be  called 
a  store,  on  the  whole  ol'  the  Belmont  part  o(  Watertown. 

And  finally,  if  this  speculation  shall  succeed,  the  agricultural 
character  of  Watertown  will  be  destroyed,  and  the  town  receive 
an  injury  which  it  will  require  more  than  ten  years  to  repair. 
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ARGUMENT  OF  R.  II.  DAM,  JR. 


Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  :  —  The  peti- 
tioners ask  that  they  may  he  made  into  a  new  town.  If  this  con- 
cerned themselves  alone,  the  petition  might  be  granted.  But,  to  make 
this  new  town,  the  territory,  the  population,  the  wealth,  the  elements 
of  a  body  politic,  cannot  be  created.  They  must  be  taken  from  other 
towns.  These  towns,  then,  to  be  dismembered  or  reduced,  have  an 
interest,  and  a  deep  interest  in  the  question.  The  Commonwealth, 
too,  as  I  hope  to  satisfy  every  one,  if  any  there  be  that  doubt  it, 
has  no  small  stake  in  the  question.  And  you,  gentlemen,  are  set, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  do  justice  between  these  parties  and 
interests. 

At  the  threshold,  the  petitioners  have  a  serious  difficulty  to  over- 
come. Their  petition  has  been  three  times  rejected,  and  rejected 
on  the  same  facts  which  they  now  present.  With  no  new  case,  with 
the  judgment  of  three  Legislatures  against  them,  they  perseveringly 
require  a  fourth  consideration. 

Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  deny  their  right  to  be  here  for  the  fourth  time. 
I  do  not,  in  the  least,  question  their  right  to  come  here  every  year, 
until  patience  is  exhausted.  Injudicial  tribunals,  there  is  an  end  of 
strife,  when  a  case  has  been  heard  and  decided.  In  legislative 
tribunals,  there  is  not.  But  it  is  well  worth  your  consideration, 
whether  three  successive,  impartial  decisions,  on  full  hearings  and 
arguments,  with  no  pretence  of  a  new  case,  or  a  single  new  fact, 
ought  not  to  be  practically  decisive  against  the  petitioners.  How 
long  shall  they  subject  the  towns  in  which  they  live  to  the  expenses 
of  these  hearings  ?  How  long  shall  they  keep  the  communities  in 
disturbance,  to  re-try,  every  year,  the  same  case,  on  the  same 
evidence,  and  on  the  same  arguments?  How  lung  shall  they  swell 
the  expenses,  and  prolong  the  sessions  of  the  Legislature  '(  Besides, 
will  you  not  presume  that  the  judgments  of  your  predecessors  were 
well  founded,  until  very  strong  cause  is  shown  for  reversing  them  ? 


The  remonstrants,  whom  I  have  the  honor  1 1  repres  :nt,  h 
pealed,  successfully,  4o  the  judgments  of  three  Legislatures.     The) 
now  appeal,  hopefully  ami  confidently,  to  yours. 

I  have  the  honor  to  represent  before  you  the  town  of  West  Cam- 
bridge, a  town  of  fifty  years'  standing,  this  very  winter,  ami  a  large 
number  of  its  inhabitants.  I  suppose  I  represent  the  opinions  and 
wishes  of  every  voter  in  West  Cambridge,  who  does  not  reside 
within  the  limits  of  the  proposed  corporation,  and  of  many  who  do,  — 
a  town  which,  if  you  yield  to  the  importunity  of  the  petitioners,  will 
lose  more  than  one-third  of  its  territory,  and  that  its  fairest  and 
richest ;  one-fifth  of  its  population,  and  that  a  valuable  and  i 
essential  contributor  to  its  prosperity  ;  and  one  quarter  of  its  taxable 
property.  I  do  not,  I  cannot  speak  s  i  earnestly  hero  as  my  clients 
feel;  it  is,  with  them,  a  struggle  almost  for  their  civil  life,  —  at 
least,  for  much  that  constitutes  the  repute,  the  convenience, 
and  usefulness  of  the  New  England  town  system.  Her  reasonable 
expectation  of  rising  in  the  scale  of  towns,  defeated  or  postpow  1  ; 
her  hope  of  reaching  that  degree  of  population  and  valuation  which 
shall  entitle  her  to  a  high  school,  frustrated,  at  least,  for  this  gener- 
ation ;  and  left,  with  diminisbed  territory,  diminished  numbers, 
diminished  property,  lowered  in  the  scale  of  towns,  less  attractive 
to  strangers,  with  less  power  of  retaining  her  own  children,  with  less 
prido  and  confidence,  to  meet  all  the  burdens  and  duties  of  the 
Massachusetts  town  life,  —  the  political,  social,  financial,  judicial, 
charitable  and  educational  duties  and  burdens  cast  upon  her, —  the 
care  of  schools,  of  almshouses,  of  roads,  bridges,  police,  fire  depart- 
ment, and  magistrates. 

And  what  do  the  petitioners  demand'.'  They  call  upon  you  to 
exert  one  of  the  highest  powers  of  a  sovereignty,  the  creation  of  a 
new  political  and  civil  organization.  What  is  it  to  create  a  town  '.'  It 
is  to  dismember  or  reduce  several  towns.  It  is  to  try  the  experiment 
of  the  success  or  failure  of  a  new  social  community. 

Let  me,  respectfully,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  call  your  at- 
tention to  some  of  the  objections  to  the  creating  of  new  towns,  and 
the  consecprent  reduction  and  division  of  existing  towns. 

OBJECTIONS  TO    MAKING  NEW  SMALL  TOWNS,  AND    REDUCING    TOWNS 
ALKEADY  OF    MODERATE  POPULATION  AND  WEALTH. 

A  town  is  an  organized  community,  or  institution.  The  New 
England  town  is  an  institution  known  no  where  in  the  world,  and  at 


no  time  in  the  world's  history,  but  in  New  England,  and  in  a  few 
American  free  States  formed  on  the  New  England  model,  lis 
duties  are  manifold.     Originally  the  towi  :alor  reli- 

gious corporations,  as  well  as  civil.  They  arc  so  no  longer.  Dut  all 
their  other  duties  remain,  and  many  have  been  added  to  them. 

.1   totvn  is  a  politi  .•/   body.     In  its    town    meetin  1  hy  its 

officers,  it  manages  all  the  public  affairs  of  the  community  within  its 
limits,  which  are  not  delegated  by  constitutions  to  the  central  legisla- 
tures of  the  State  or  nation. 

Atownis  an  educational  institution.  This  is  now  i 
and  most  sacred  function.  To  exercise  this  function  well,  ample  pop- 
ulation and  wealth  arc  desirable,  if  not  necessary.  The  style  and 
character  and  number  of  the  schools  are  graduated  by  the  population. 
If  there  be  fifty  families,  the  grammar  school  is  to  be  kept  for  six 
months  ;  if  one  hundred  families,  fora  year.  If  there  be  500  fami- 
lies, there  shall  be  a  high  school;  and  it' there  be  4000  inhabitants,  the 
ancient  classics  shall  be  taught.  Our  communities  appreciate  the 
importance  of  those  schools.  Small  towns  cannot  maintain  them. 
In  small  towns  the  school-houses  are  few,  they  are  loss  expensive, 
they  are  not  so  well  provided  with  apparatus.  Salaries  of  teachers 
are  lower,  the  selection  of  school  officers  is  more  limited,  and  the 
competition  and  stimulus  among  scholars  are  less.  Cut  up  the  com 
monwealth  into  small  towns,  and  there  will  not  be  a  High  school  or  a 
Latin  school  in  the  laud,  oil"  the  pavements  of  your  cities. 

West  Cambridge  has  2600  inhabitants.  She  is  looking  forward  to 
the  time  when  she  can  require  of  herself  a  high  school.  Take  away 
one  fifth  of  her  population,  one-third  of  her  most  attractive  territory, 
and  one-quarter  of  her  property,  and  no  man  can  lie  sure  that  she 
will  ever  reach  that  desired  point. 

A  town  is  an  eleemosynary  or  charitable  institution.  It  must  take 
care  of  its  poor,  its  sick,  its  insane,  those  whom  chance,  or  old  age, 
or  infancy,  or  vice,  or  the  hand  of  God  has  disabled,  it  must  ]  ro- 
vide  for  the  burial  of  its  dead.  These  duties  require 'money  and 
men.  "We  all  know  that  these  expenses  are  not  increased  in  propor- 
tion to  numbers.  They  are  a  heavy  tax  in  small  towns  ;  and  the 
same  rate  of  taxation  will  do  more  for  them  in  a  large  town  than  in 
a  small  one.  And  the  petitioners,  though  now  they  have  run  their 
lines  so  as  to  take  in  the  rich  and  leave  out  the  poor,  cannot 
live  in  these  halcyon  days,  this  Arcadian  life  of  privilege  and  ex- 
emption, forever.     In  due  time  they  will  have  the  burdens  of  towns 


as  well  as  their  privileges:    and  they  must  inert  them  with  the   re- 
sources of  an  inconsiderable  community. 

A  town  must  maintain  its  layhvays  and  toivnways  and  bri  lyes. 
In  the  remote  back  country,  these  expenses  are  not  -.cat.  But  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Boston,  roads  arc  more  numerous  and 
more  travelled,  and  must  bo  kept  in  higher  order.  Small  town  i,  so 
situated,  find  these  roads  a  heavy  burden. 

A  town  is  a  judicial  and  police  institution.  It  must  have  its 
magistracy,  its  police,  its  lire  department.  Large  towns  meet  these 
demands  more  completely  and  more  easily  than  small  towns. 

A  town  is  a  school  of  political  and  civil  education.  In  the  town- 
meetings,  in  the  free  debates  and  discussions  of  subjects  of  larger 
interest,  with  greater  numbers  and  more  frequent  meetings,  under 
higher  stimulus,  with  more  varied  duties,  the  American  citizen  is 
trained  to  the  duties  as  well  as  the  privileges  of  self-government,  as 
no  citizen  elsewhere  is  trained.  Make  these  communities  inconsider- 
able, and  this  education  loses  much  of  its  value.  The  officers  are  of 
less  importance,  the  field  is  contracted,  and  the  selection  is  limited. 
The  civil  disadvantages  of  small  sovereignties,  small  states,  and  small 
towns  are  not  to  be  disregarded. 

Still,  Gentlemen,  if  a  great  public  exigency  required  it.-— if  the 
good  of  all  required  it,  — my  clients  would  yield  to  this  demand. 
Nay,  more  :  they  would  surrender  themselves  entirely  to  your  dis- 
cretion, and  yield  up  their  separate  existence.  Not  only  let'r.elmont 
take  the  West,  but  let  North  Cambridge  take  the  South,  and  West 
Medford  the  East,  and  East  Lexington  the  North,  and  let  a  partition 
of  us  be  made,  as  of  Poland,  among  the  four  great  powers.  For  you 
will  see,  by  a  glance  at  the  map  before  you,  that  each  of  these  three 
villages  has  stronger  claims  to  be  made  a  town  than  the  scattered 
population  which  the  drawing  of  arbitrary  lines  has  made  into  a 
geometrical  town,  but  a  town  in  no  other  respect. 

The  petitioners  have  endeavored  to  palliate  the  wrong  they  would 
do  to  West  Cambridge,  by  telling  us  that  we  shall  soon  recover  our 
loss.  True,  the  one-third  of  our  territory  we  can  never  recover. 
But,  they  say,  you  will  soon  recover  your  population  and  valuation. 
They  have  made  a  calculation  to  show  that,  at  our  rate  of  increase 
for  the  last  ten  years,  wo  shall  recover  our  population  in  a  little  over 
three  years,  and  our  valuation  in  a  little  less  than  three  years. 

If  this  were  true,  we  should  be,  three  years  hence,  where  we  arc 
now,  and  three  years  behind  our  cotemporaries  and  competitors  ;  and 


that  three  years'  loss  we  may  never  recover  from,  in  our  relative  j  osi- 
tion.  But  the  calculation  is  based  on  no  principle.  What  insures 
the  growth  of  a  town  in  population  and  wealth  1  There  must  be 
something  there  to  draw  people  to  it,  ami  to  retain  its  rising  popula- 
tion within  it.  If  you  take  away  one  third  of  its  territory,  one-fifth 
of  its  population,  and  one-quarter  of  its  taxable  property,  can  you  be 
sure  that  it  will  continue  to  attract  and  retain  wealth  and  po]  ulation 
in  the  same  ratio  as  before  ?  Does  a  town  of  inconsiderable  size,  and 
wealth,  and  population,  with  no  reasonable  prospects  of  superior 
schools,  large  congregations,  a  large  share  in  county  and  state  in- 
fluence, and  with  a  broken  spirit,  wounded  pride,  and  discouraged 
enterprise,  attract  and  retain  wealth  and  population,  in  competition 
wMi  its  neighbors  and  rivals,  who  have  several  years  the  start  of  it, 
and  exceed  it  by  one-third  or  one-quarter  in  the  elements  of  power? 
The  error  of  the  petitioners'  calculation  is,  that  they  apply  arithmetic 
to  a  subject  arithmetic  docs  not  meet.  Because  a  man  can  walk 
twenty-four  miles  a  day  on  two  legs,  is  it  certain  that  he  will  walk 
twelve  miles  a  day  on  one  leg?  Will  a  tree  necessarily  grow  half 
as  tall  and  fast,  if  you  take  away  half  its  soil,  and  roots,  and  fibres  ? 
It  may  not  grow  at  all.  t?o  is  it  with  the  life  of  a  civil  and  political 
community.  The  elements  of  its  growth  are  moral,  economical, 
restlietical, — they  are  such  as  appeal  to-the  interests,  the  tastes,  the 
feelings  of  men, — and  they  cannot  be  measured  by  the  rule  of  three. 
The  very  act  you  are  asked  to  do,  may  be  that  which  will  reduce 
West  Cambridge  to  the  stagnant  condition  in  which  many  of  our 
towns  are,  the  reason  of  which  no  man  can,  with  any  certainty,  declare, 
or  prescribe  remedies  for  it. 

Then,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  our  next  inquiry  be,  Is  there  such  an  exi 
gency  as  requires  these  risks  and  sacrifices  in  this  case  ? 


ON  WHAT  PRINCIPLES  DOES  THE  STATE  CHEATE  NEW  TOWNS  .' 

In  the  origin  of  our  institutions,  when  towns  were  to  be  made  from 
the  wilderness,  it  was  enough  that  a  few  families  were  willing  to  go 
out  and  subdue  the  land,  to  entitle  them  to  be  a  town, — that  is,  a  so- 
ciety of  proprietors.  But  now,  when  all  the  land  is  private  property, 
and  a  town  is  to  be  made  at  the  expense  of  existing  towns,  an  exi- 
gency must  be  shown.  And  if  the  new  town  is  to  be  a  small  town, 
and  is  to  make  other  towns  smaller,  a  greater  and  more  stringent 
exigency  must  be  shown. 

The  cases  which  justify  the  dividing  of  towns,  can  all  be  reduced 


to  two  heads.     First,  great  inconvenience ;  raid  second,  insuperable 

diversity  of  interest.  Under  the  first  head,  come  natural  division-;. 
Yet  these  are  not  always  regarded.  K.i ■:  Bosb  n  is  separated  from 
Boston  by  an  ana  of  the  sea  through  which  navies  may  pa  .  n  I 
South  Boston  scarcely  less  ;  while  imaginary  lines,  on  an  unbroken 
pavement,  separate  Roxbury  from  Boston,  and  Danvcrs  from  E  di 
A  long  tract  of  uninhabited  country,  creating  great  distances,  and 
acting  as  a  non-conductor  of  interests  and  sympathies,  often  can-'; 
a  separation.  Hull,  Winthrop,  Nahant,  and  other  like  places,  are 
instances  of  a  necessity  of  submitting  to  the  great  disadvanta  ;e  of 
small  towns,  in  order  to  escape  the  practical  disfranchisement  to 
which  their  remote  and  often  inaccessible  situations  subjected  them. 

Under  the  second  head,  of  irreconcilable  diversity  of  inb 
may  be  classed  the  cases  of  the  growth  of  a  compact  town  or  city, 
connected  with  a  rural  village,  or  sparse  rural  population.  In  such 
case,  the  compact  town  needs  pavement,  side-walks,  lire  department, 
watch,  water-works,  and  the  other  requisites  of  city  life,  which  the 
rural  village  or  sparse  population  does  not  require,  and  should  not  be 
taxed  to  sustain.  Lowell  carved  out  of  Chelmsford,  Lawrence  out 
of  Andover  and  Metkuen,  and  Holyoke  out  of  lladlcy,  are  instances 
under  this  head.  On  this  ground  stood  the  petition  for  South  Ply- 
mouth, or  Cushman,  although  even  that  did  not  show  the  required 
exigency,  in  the  view  of  one  Legislature.  But  in  these  cases,  many 
difficulties  are  wisely  submitted  to,  rather  than  impair  the  usefulness 
of  towns  by  subdivision.  Cambridge  was  in  three  compact  settle- 
ments, a  good  deal  severed  in  space,  and  a  good  deal  in  interests, 
and  there  wc"  many  contests  and  occasional  efforts  at  separation, 
but  the  people  have  outlived  them  all,  and  time  has  filled  up  the  un- 
inhabited spaces,  and  united  their  interests. 

Try  by  these  tests  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  to  be  severed  from 
West  Cambridge. 

1.  There  is  no  natural  division.  There  is  no  river,  hill,  or,  unin- 
habited space.  The  proposed  line  is  arbitrary,  drawn  by  the  com- 
pass, and  cuts  in  two  Dr.  Howe's  land,  and  Mr.  Frost's,  and  Mr.  Fille- 
brown's,  and  runs  directly  through  Mr.  Pease's  front  yard. 

2.  There  is  no  diversity  of  interests,  such  as  separate  compact 
towns  from  rural  villages,  or  manufacturing  from  commercial  or  agri- 
cultural communities.  On  the  contrary,  the  present  town  has  a 
homogeneous  and  accordant  population,  equally  distributed  ;  and  the 
Belmont  district  can  with  no  more   propriety  be  separated  from  the 


North  or  Centre  districts,  than  either  of  those  from  the  other,  or  thai. 
tl,c  Waverly  district  of  Belmont  from  the  Wellington  Hill  district  ol 
Belmont.  ,  , 

3  The  Belmont  district  is  not  even  a  village.  It  has  one  shop, 
with'  rather  a  precarious  support,  and  a  very  small  project,  I 
house,  in  what  they  represent  as  the  centre.  Bat  the  engine-house, 
and  school-house,  and  blacksmith  shop,  are  not  there,  but  in  another 
.atherin"  of  houses,  where  the  proposed  separation  is  not  popular. 
Then  the  Waverly  village  is  a  centre,  but  is  remote  and  m  an  ex- 
treme part,  yet  likely  to  outnumber  and  control  what  they  now  affec 
to  call  the  centre.  They  have  a  small,  pretty  sentry-box  for  a  ram-ad 
station,  but  there  is  no  freight  depot,  and  even  the  passenger  trams 
stop  less  frequently  than  they  used  to  do. 

Under  what  grievances  do  the  petitioners  suffer,  winch  nothing  but 
a  new  township  can  remedy  ? 

1      ,1*  to  .Ms.     They  admit  that  the  grammar  school    located 
by  themselves,  in  their  own  district,  just  where  they  wished  to  have 
it   is  a  model  school.     They  could  not  improve  it.     It  is  sustained  by 
the  whole    town.     Can    Belmont,    with    its  inferior  wealth  and  pop- 
ulation, sustain  as  good  a  school  ?     Will  Belmont  ever  attain  to  hav- 
ing a  high  school  ?  . 
'One  witness  only,  a  Mr.  Brown,  complained  of  the  distance  to  tins 
school.     But  he  will   he  no  nearer  to  it  by  changing  his  town  hues. 
And  if  Belmont  will  establish  more  grammar  schools  than  they  now 
have,  to  bring  one  to  each  man's  door,  it  must  be  by  an  unreasonable 
expense,  or  by  having  schools  that  are  not  worth  the  bringing,     lhe 
truth  is,  that  high  schools,    and  all  superior  schools,  mus   be  trav- 
elled to      They  will  not  come  to  us.     Mahomet  must  go  the  moun- 
tain, and  not  the  mountain  to   Mahomet.     In  my  own  town  ot  Cam- 
bridge, there  is  hut  one  high  school.     It  is  the  pride  of  the  town,  and 
the  scholars  travel   two  miles  and  more  to  reach  it.     Parents  womd 
rather  have  this  done,  than  to  divide   the  town   and  lose  the  school. 
Children  who  desire  to  attend  the  high  school  of    Boston,   the    Lam 
and  Hi 'h   school,  must  travel  from  the   remotest   parts  ot  the  city, 
from  East  Boston  and  South  Boston,  and   gladly   do   so,  to  reach  .t. 
It  is  absurd  to  talk  of  dismembering  West  Cambridge,  because  a  few 
children,  living  in  the  outskirts,  have    to  go  a  mile  and  a  halt  o  a 
grammar  school.     The    primary    schools  they  have,  wherever   they 
need  them,  or  have  ever  asked  for  them.                  _  _ 

■2.  As  to  roa  h.     It  is  enough  to  say  that  no  petition  or  complaint, 


formal  or  informal,  lias  ever  been  made  by  these  petitioners,  either  to 
the  town  authorities,  or  to  the  County  Commissioners  in  appeal  from  the 
town  authorities.  With  one-fifth  of  the  population  of  the  town,  ami 
one-quarter  of  the  property,  they  have  always  had  one  of  tl 
selectmen,  one  of  the  three  mad  surveyors,  and  one-third  of  the  ex- 
penditure. This  winter  $llo  has  been  spent,  and  nine  men  employed, 
in  breaking  out  the  roads  from  snow,  in  this  section  of  the  town. 

'■'>.  As  to  town  oflhwr*  and  expenditures.  With  only  one-fifth  of  the 
population,  and  one-quarter  of  the  valuation  of  the  town  of  West 
Cambridge,  this  district  has  had  always  one  of  the  three  selectmen, 
one  of  the  three  surveyors  of  highways,  and  full  one-third  of  the 
expenditure.  Their  school  is  the  best  in  the  town,  and  they  have 
one  of  the  two  fire-engines.  Mr.  Marsh,  for  many  years  chairman 
of  the  selectmen,  resides  in  this  district,  but  it  is  a  significant  fact 
that  the  petitioners  have  not  called  him  as  a  witness. 

In  fact,  Gentlemen,  they  have  no  grievances,  —  not  even  tempo- 
rary and  remediable  grievances.  With  every  disposition  to  make  the 
most  of  a  grievance,  to  nurse  their  troubles,  to  borrow  evil  for  the 
occasion,  they  have  made  out  no  case  of  a  single  grievance. 

Indeed,  Gentlemen,  it  is  but  too  true,  I  fear,  as  has  been  so  often 
said  here,  that  this  movement  had  its  rise  in  a  speculation,  • — ■  or,  if  that 
term  is  offensive,  in  an  enterprise  to  sell  lands  and  to  build  a  village. 
It  is  prospective,  altogether.  "  Give  us  a  town  charter,  and  we  will 
see  what  we  can  do  to  make  ourselves  a  town.''  They  proceed  on 
a  system  of  long  credit.  "  Make  us  a  town  in  law,  and  we  will  un- 
dertake to  become  a  town  in  fact,  after  so  many  years." 

I  cannot  but  believe  that  Mr.  Frost  was  right  when  he  said  "  take 
three  men  out  of  the  district,  and  the  whole  thing  will  fall  through." 
Mr.  Frost  lives  in  the  district,  and  should  know.  Twenty-two  per 
cent.,  nearly  one-quarter,  of  the  legal  voters  in  the  district  have  not 
signed  the  petition. 

No,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen,  the  petition  is  premature. 
When  this  section  shall  become,  if  it  ever  does,  a  compact  village, 
with  distinct  and  irreconcilable  interests  and  sympathies  from  the  rest 
of  the  town  ;  and  when  there  shall  have  accumulated  grievances 
that  nothing  less  than  a  rupture  of  the  civil  community  can  redress, 
—  then  let  the  petition  be  granted.  But  until  then,  leave  us  in 
peace  and  unity,  in  the  entireness  of  our  territory  and  property  and 
population,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  advantages  that  attend  a 
considerable  town. 
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lte,  March  14,  1S57. 


The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Towns,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Petition  of  Jacob  Ilittingcr  and  others,  praying 
that  certain  portions  of  Watertown,  Wed  Cambridge,  and 
Waltham,  may  be  incorporated  into  a  new  Town,  by  the  name 
of  Belmont,  and  also  the  several  Remonstrances  of  said 
Watertown,  and  others  against  the  same, 

R  EPORT: 


That  they-have  fully  heard  all  parties  interested  form-  against 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  endeavored  to'give  due  weight 
to  all  such  considerations  as  have  been  presented  to  them. 

The  petitioners  and  the  towns  of  Watertown  and  West  Cam- 
bridge appeared  before  them,  each  with  their  counsel,  and  a 
long  and  elaborate  hearing  ensued,  occupying  many  sessions  of 
the  Committee  from  the  12th  of  February  to  the  5th  of  March. 
The  Committee,  also,  at  the  request  of  all  parties,  spent  one  entire 
day  in  viewing  the  territory,  and  the  towns  of  West  Cambridge 
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and  Watortown.  The  town  of  Waltham  did  not  appear  before 
the  Committee. 

The  Committee  have  been  more  anxious  to  allow  all  parties  to 
bo  heard  to  any  extent  they  could  reasonably  desire,  because  this, 
or  a  kindred  application,  has  been  now  before  three  legislatures, 
and  the  Committee  have  deemed  il  very  desirable  that  it  should 
be  finally  settled,  and  in  accordance  with  justice  and  right. 
They  entered  upon  the  hearing  with  no  disposition  to  disturb 
town  lines  unnecessarily,  or  without  urgent  reasons.  Thev 
believe  these  should  not  be  changed  unless  a  clear  exigency  is 
shown,  and  a  case  made  out  where  the  good  to  be  accomplished 
distinctly  and  considerably  preponderates  over  any  injury  to  b< 
done.  Whenever  such  a  ease  has  been  made  out,  it  has  been 
the  uniform  policy  and  practice  of  the  legislature  to  create  new 
towns.  This  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  no  less  than  seventy-four 
towns  have  been  incorporated  in  the  last  fifty-six  years,  since 
L800,  and  about  that  proportion  for  the  century  preceding. 
Fifteen  have  been  created  in  the  hist  seven  years,  and  five  or 
six  of  these  are  smaller  than  the  one  proposed  by  the  petitioners. 
Originally,  towns  were  large  in  area,  because  the  necessary 
population  and  wealth  for  such  an  incorporation  co\ild  not  be 
otherwise  obtained.  As  the  population  became  more  dense, 
especially  in  the  vicinity  of  cities,  many  have  been  subdivided, 
and  with  great  advantage  to  every  body,  as  the  results  have 
shown.  Still,  old  lines  are  not  to  be  ruthlessly  nor  capriciously 
severed.  Every  interest  is  to  be  carefully  considered,  and  every 
objection  fairly  weighed.  This  done,  if  these  petitioners  show 
a  clear  exigency,  as  thus  defined,  for  the  grant  they  ask,  justice, 
equity  and  expediency,  require  that  the  legislature,  with  an  im- 
partial hand,  should  grant  them  the  same  privileges  that  have 
been  invariably  granted  to  others,  and  repeatedly,  within  the 
past  few  years,  to  those  in  the  immediate  vicinage  of  these 
parties. 

The  Committee  are  of  the  unanimous  opinion  that  the  peti- 
tioners do  show  such  an  exigency,  and  ought  to  have  the  prayer 
of  their  petition  granted.  The  territory  proposed  to  be  set  off 
is  a  picturesque  and  beautiful  region  of  five  and  three-quarters 
square  miles,  or  three  thousand  six  hundred  seventy-nine  and 
a  half  acres,  about   *ix  miles  west  from  Boston,  and  lying  in  a 
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kind  of  valley  or  basin,  with   the   Fitchlmrg   Railroad   p; 
nearly  through  its  centre,     h  n  >v>  lie 

cxtrcm  is  of  three  tow  us.     At  il  ton   Hill, 

i-  the  principal  and  considerable  \  :1!  ige,  separated  by  the 
of  either  town  from  the  villages  of  V,    ■   [-tow  u  and  w 
bridge,  and  cut  in  its  midst  by  the  line  between  these  towns. 
Immc  liatc   ncigl  bors,   :     ociatcd  in   all    (lie    relations    of  life, 
attending  the  same  church,  living  side  by    i  !  :,  and   in  all  re- 
spects one  community,  with  tbc   same   municipal   wants   and 

itics,  arc  thus  placed  in  separate  towns,  and 
the  inevitable  evils  of  such  a  position. 

Upon  this  territory,  so  situated,  by  a  i  tal<   n  with  care 

in  October  last,  there  arc  1,101  people,  IT" 
a  valuation  of  81,836,015,  two  religions  soeii  Lies,  one  me  iting- 
housc,  built  within  the  past  year,  two  lyeeuni  halls,  two  stores, 
four  railroad  stations,  two  post   offices,  one  of  which  does  an 
animal  business  equal  to  or  greater  than  "J"'.',  out  of  the  Gl  I  in 
Massachusetts;  a  female  seminary  of  a  high  order,  and  a  col- 
lection of  ice-houses  to  which  a  branch   railroad   has  been  long 
■•.: ■■■.  I  id,  and  where  a  heavy  business  is  done,  and  more  freight 
is  annually  received  upon   the   railroad   than  from  Wab 
and    West    Cambridge   combined.     This    population    is   homo- 
geneous, one  in  sentiment  and  interest,  and  is  largely  com!  i    i  d 
of  fanner-,  as  will  ;u .j .•';: r  in  the  fact  that,  of  170  voters,  87  arc 
farmers  owning  the  land  they  cultivate,  and  34  more  arc      ■ 
or  hired  men  of  such  farmers. 

This  population  has  become  so  distinct  from  the  rest  of  the 
vicinity  as  to  have  some  time  since  acquired  a  distinct  na 
Belmont.  In  a  word,  they  are  already,  in  the  judgment  of  th  i 
Committee,  a  town  in  fact,  possessing  all  the  usual  and  impor- 
tant elements  of  such  a  corporation,  and  ought  to  be  recognized 
as  one  in  law. 

If  the  petition  is  granted,  this  now  town  will  have,  at  the 
outset,  a  population  as  large  as.  or  larger  than,  eighty-three 
existing  towns,  or  one-quarter  of  the  whole  number  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  a  valuation  proportionately  larger.  It  will 
Lave  a  larger  population  than  Wc  I  Uai  I  had,  when  set 
off  from  Cambridge,  and  a  valuation  greater  than  cither  West 
Cambridge  or  Watcrtown  had  in  18-10.     It  will  be  among  the 
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own. 
•  tcr- 


smaller  towns  in  area,  but  not  so  small  as  several    rcc  sntly 
incorporated,  among  which  is  Somcrville,  with  only  ab  ml   two- 
thirds  its  area.     In  all  that  constitutes  the  strength  an  1  cli 
of  a  town,  it  will  start  among  the  middle  class  of  towns   in  the 
State. 

But  not  only  have  the  petitioners  every  clement  of  :  exist 
ing  town,  but  they  ask,  with  unprecedented  unanimity  and  earn- 
estness, that  it  may  be  granted.  No  remonstrance  from  any 
person  on  the  territory  has  been  presented  to  the  legislature. 
It  appeared  before  the  Committee  thai  Mich  remonstrance  had 
been  circulated,  and  that  live  signatures  only  had  been  obtained, 
and  the  remonstrance  so  signed  was,  for  some  reason,  retained 
by  the  witness,  and  has  never  found  its  way  to  the  legislature 
or  your  Committee.  From  the  old  man  of  ninety,  who  has 
spent  his  life  in  the  territory,  to  the  voter  of  yesterday,  there 
was  practically  but  one  desire,  and  that  for  the 
Many  of  the  petitioners  arc  old  men,  lone.-  residents 
ritory,  attached  by  many  and  cherished  associations  to  the  old 
towns.  Men  who  have  shared  in  their  offices  and  honors,  men 
owning  the  soil  they  till,  and  whose  whole  property  and  pros- 
perity arc  identified  with  and  fixed  to  this  territory.  They 
seemed  to  be  careful,  considerate,  not  the  subjects  of  any  tran- 
sient excitement,  nor  moved  by  any  caprice.  They  are  men  of 
judgment,  capable  of  estimating  their  true  interests,  and  seemed 
swayed  by  neither  passion  nor  hastily  formed  and  crude  views. 
When  such  men,  staking  their  all  upon  the  movement,  p  ititioi 
with  such  unanimity  and  constancy  as  in  this  case,  the  Com- 
mittee think  their  united  judgment  and  wishes  are  entitled  to 
some  weight,  and  should  be  regarded  when  they  ask  nothing 
but  what  has  been  repeatedly  granted  to  other  citizens  similarly 
situated.  t 

Upon  the  territory  are  one  or  two  person    of  lar  Ith, 

but  beyond  this  the  residents  are  people  cultivating  their  own 
lands,  or  gaining  a  livelihood  in  the  usual  occupations  of  life, 
and  but  a  fair  representation  of  that  class  of  persons  in  the 
State. 

The  petitioners  have  a  territory  and  population  distinct  from 
the  old  towns,  and  growing  more  so,  compact  and  united  in 
itself,  and  yet  severed  by  the  lines  of  three  towns.     This   evil, 
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felt  more  or  less  among  the  more  spars 
territory,  becomes  vastly  greater  in  Lin 
vided  by  the  line  of  two  of  the:  :  tow 
petitioners  contend  that  (he  more  den 
comes,  thi1  greater  the  growth  of  their 
pcrious  ami  obvious  will  become  the  net 
oil' into  a  new  town  ;  anil  that  henee  tin 
have  no  interest  to  do,  but  every  inter:: 
to  promote  such  increase.  It  is  hene 
exists  an  incompatibility  of  interest  bet 
the  old  towns,  and  that,  inasmuch  as 
makes  but  a  small  portion  of  the  vote 
can  and  do  have  no  control  over  that 
prosperity  and  happiness,  and  that  bei 
off  and  allowed,  like  similar  commit] 
municipal  affairs  for  themselves. 

It  was  further  stated  by  the  petition 
they  were  a  town  of  the  middle  class  in 
were  but  the  outskirts  of  some  one  oi 
henee,  in  equity  and  justice,  neither  i 
treat  them  better  than  they  did  their 
while  their  wants  were  those  of  a  town, 
were  met,  and  the  only  rule  consistent 
tion,  was  that  of  other  outlying  portion 

The  Committee  think  these  allegatioi 
true,  and  that  these  difficulties  do  and 
and  with  increasing  force.  The  petitio 
and  interests,  but  no  common  power, 
they  do,  must  ever  he  limited  by  justice 
territory  and  to  their  own  town  lines, 
road  is  to  be  built  or  a  school  cstabl 
through  the  proposed  new  town,  is  altu 
other  side  of  the  line  between  West  Cai 
If  a  school-house  were  to  lie  established  for  the  principal  vill 

its  location  would  probably  he  at  or  near  the  prcsei      I li]    . 

Yet  neither  of  the  old  towns  would  place  it  there,  or  would  he 
justified  in  doing  so,  because  they  must  iv--.iiM.noi  the  wants 
of  this  whole  village,  hut  those  of  their  pari  of  ii. 

Thus  limited,  both  by  necessity,  interest  and   equity,  to  the 
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whole  town,  from  doing  what  is  required  for  this  territory,  as 
the  old  towns  arc  or  may  he,  the  Committee  believe  a  fair'easc 
is  presented  where  the  petitioners  should  be  released  from  their 
municipal  control,  and  allowed  to  act  by  and  for  themselves. 

This  conclusion  has  been  strengthened  very  much  by  the 
actual  condition  of  the  proposed  territory.  An  application  for 
a  new  town  here  has  now  been  pending  for  three  years,  and  as 
it  may  be  well  supposed,  would  be,  and  has  been,  some  stimulus 
to  the  old  towns  to  do  all  they  could  or  would  for  the  petition- 
ers. Indeed,  one  of  the  remonstrants'  witnesses  staled,  that 
more  had  been  done  on  the  roads  than  Belmont  was  entitled  to, 
in  order  to  keep  the   people  quiet.     Yet   the   Committee  find 


<U  nor  schools 


it    in 


this  see- 
is  whole 


1  and  twenty-five  children,  and 
s,  there  is  but  one  school-house, 
i-cast  part,  in  West  Cambridge, 
;.!'  the   proposed    town.     To  this 


the    n.li 


that  there  are  neither  still 
tion.  This  will  bo  seen  v 
territory  of  five  and  litre 
hundred  people,  three  In 
one  hundred  and  seventy 
and  that  in  the  extreme 
not  very  far  within  the  1 
school,  as  a  school,  no  obj 
many  of  the  West  ('ami; 
was  shown,  to  the  entire  Si 
reports  made  to,  and  int 
that  upon  their  portion  of 
some  time,  a  wholly  inadt 

some  mile  and  three-quarters  to  reach  any  school,  and  when 
reached,  its  accommodations  are  quite  insullicient  for  the  num- 
ber of  scholars  which  should  attend  it.  It  also  appeared  by 
the  same  reports,  that  large  numbers  of  children  upon  this  ter- 
ritory do  not  attend  school,  especially  in  the  more  inclement 
seasons,  by  reason  of  tic  distance  they  must  go.  Several  old 
residents  upon  the  t  irrit  iry  testified,  thai  such  was  the  distance 
and  inconvenience  of  the  public  schools,  they  had  rarely  availed 
themselves  of  them,  preferring  to  establish  private  schools  in 
their  own  neighborhood,  or  send  their  children  away.  Of  all 
the  pupils  in  the  excellent  high  school  at  Watertown,  only  six 
arc  from  this  territory.  It  should  be  slated  that  this  waul  ol 
schools  seems  (o  be  now  admitted  bv  Watertown,  and  that  land 


educed  by,  the  town  of  Watortowi 
Uelmont  there  is,  and  has  been  f, 
quale  provision  of  schools  and  schoo 
•  Wellington   Hill   are   obliged  to  a 
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lms  been  purchased  for  a  school  house  at  Ihc  Wavi  -ley 
on  the  territory.  This,  however,  when  eorni>lctc<l,  will  but  par- 
tially relieve  the  existing  difficulties,  affording  little,  if  any, 
better  facilities  to  the  people  at  Wellington  Hill,  than  they  now 
have.  The  more  recent  village  o\'  Waverley,  already  nearer  to 
Watertown  centre  than  they  are.  will  be  more  benefited. 
•  IivjWest  Cambridge  there  is  less,  but  considerable,  complaint 
as  to  the  distance  and  number  of  schools.  In  both  towns,  the 
Committee,  while  they  slate  the  want  of  schools  upon  this  ter- 
ritory, are  far  from  believing  that  the  neglect  to  provide  them 
is  wanton.  They  rather  regard  it  as  growing  out  of  the  situa- 
tion of  this  region,  as  parts  of  three  towns,  all  of  whom  must 
limit  their  action  to  the  several  parts  belonging  to  them,  and 
proportion  it  to  what  is  done  for  the  other  and  opposite  extremes 
of  the  town.  This  difficulty  can  be  removed  only  by  creating  a 
new  town. 

In  regard  to  roads,  the  same  difficulty  exists  as  in  reference 
to  schools.  The  Committee  think  the  roads  loo  few,  and  some, 
especially  (he  main  avenue,  too  narrow  and  defective.  It  was 
urged  by  the  old  towns,  that  the  road-  were  merely  cross  roads  ; 
and  this  is  true  with  reference  to  them  as  roads  of  the  odd 
towns,  but  not  with  reference  to  this  territory.  They  are  its 
main  avenues  and  principal  streets,  and  the  petitioners  truly 
say,  that  if  intrusted  to  them,  they  can  easily  make  more  of 
them  and  better  suited  to  their  necessities,  especially  such  of 
them  as  now  require  the  concurrent  action  ol  two  or  three 
towns.  It  is  also  undoubtedly  desirable  thai  they  should  base 
the  opportunity  to  do  this  while  the  lands  arc  not  densely  set- 
tled and  comparatively  cheap.  It  appeared  that  one  company 
had  expended,  within  a  few  years  past,  §9,000 
and  grading  streets  on  one  portion,  and  that  m 
one,  of  this  territory.  Individuals  have  also,  OCC 
more  or  less  upon  the  highways. 

The  Committee  have  no  doubt  that  more  and  better  schools 
and  roads  would  exist  at  once  upon  this  territory,  if  incorpo- 
rated into  a  new  town.  And  as  these  are  matters  which  not 
only  concern  these  citizens,  but  all  citizens,  we  deem  this  a 
strong,  special,  and  public  reason  for  granting  lb-  petitioners 
their  request. 


-nig  out 
tv  large 
ly, spent 
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The  petitioners  also  satisfi  :d   the  Committee  tl  it,  I 
of  this  want    of  schools,  roads,  and   other   facilities   of  a  town, 
their  lands,  conceded  to   be  among  lily  cultivated 

lautiful  in  tin'  State,  were  comparatively,  with  th 
rounding  towns,  or  with   the   centres   of  Watcrtown   or  West 
Cambridge,  depressed;  and   thai    [<>   s  t   them   off  into  ;i  new 
town  would  considerably  enhance   their  value.     This  increase 
:an  never  attain  while  situated   a-   they  arc  now.     Hence, 
it  is  fairly  said,  the  petitioners  do  not   take  it,  bj  their 
tion,  from  the  old  towns,  but  create  ii.     If.  then,  withoul 
tial  injury  to  any  body,  such  an  increase  of  taxable  property  can 
I"-  created  for  the  Si  ate  ami  County,  as  well  as  these  appl 
it   i~   undoubtedly  desirable   for  ever)    bod)    thai    ii   should  lie 
accomplished.     Your  <  lommitt  :e  thin!,  •  uch  a  result  will  follow. 

It  appeared,  also,  to  the  Committee,  that  there  wa  i 
tively  little  intercourse  between  tin  I  an  ;  tl  ■  villages  of 
Watcrtown  or  West  Cambridge,  and  that  there  existed  an  alien- 
ation of  feeling,  growing  day  by  day,  with  the  continuance  of 
this  controversy  between  these  different  parts;  and,  inasmuch 
as  there  can  he  little  doubt  that  a  town  must  soon  exist,  tip.' 
sooner  it  is  granted  the  better  for  all  parties. 

That  the  petitioners  could  better  m  :  :l  their  municipal  duties 
and  burdens  in  town  meeting  and  elsewhere,  by  being  permitted 
to  act  together,  and   upon  ami   for  their  own   territory, 

quite  apparent;  ami   the  Committi ntcrtain    no  doubl    thej 

will  derive  very  appreciable  advantages  in  this   respect  from  an 
in  ■  >";'  iration. 

These,  i!i  brief,  arc  Men-  of  tie'  pi 
led   the  Committee  strongh    to   th 
have  arrived.     In   arriving  at  this  i 
guided  not  only  by  the   testimony  in  th 
tended  view  of  the  towns  which  they  have  had. 

it  is  pi  opcr  the  ( lommittce    hould  in  ticc  the  objections  ui 

Lhc  petition  by  Wateri  C  .  which 

and  el  ly  ]  upon  their  attc 

by  the  counsel  for  each  of  these  towns.     13  >th   i  f  these   towns 

fore  the  <  ommittee  by  a  corporal  i  i   1 1  am  e,  which 

ireed   by  the  rcn  ul   the  citizens 

of  (  ich  to  ,-cly.     It  appeared,!)  iw  vcr,  thai  altl 
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these  last  remonstrance     ■ 

V0te0f   flio  town   meeting,  thai  in    neither  had  little,  il  any, 

more  than  one-half  the  voters  signed  them. 

The  objections  urged  were  chiefly  two:— 

L  Tha't)  i , y  netting  off  this  new  town,  Watertown  and  West 
Cambridge  would  become  very  small  in  area. 

2    Thai  thence  town  would  take  a  la     cam   mil  ol   the  ts   - 
able  property  of  the  old  without  any  c  ;  burdens. 

ThW  comprised  the  principal   objections,  the  others  1 

minor  import* r  relating  to  the  public  policj 

s.  ami  public  objections  thereto,  to  which  your  ( 


tow 


Len    i"'. 


rteen   smaller  than 


Alter  this  separation,  there   will    be 
smaller  in  area  than   Watertown,  and 
West  Cambridge. 
'    Belmont  has  a  population  of  1,101;  of  this  it  lakes 


and    cities 


Watertown, 
West  Cambridge 
Waltham, 


Crir,,  leaving  2,953 
•:,:;.      ••        2,217 


G,0i 


1,101 


The   foreign   populat 
and  ™   —■  "f  W, 


,  of  Watertown  in  1355,  was  1,0-10, 
=l  Cambridge,  D7-J  and  51  voters.  To 
take  its  proportion,  Belmont  should  take  from  Watertown  181 
foreigner-  and  13  voters,  but  it  does  take  251  and  19  voters 
From  West  Cambridge  it  should  take  112  and  9  voters,  and  it 
does  take  120  and  U  voters. 

This  appeared  by  the  census  taken  by  the  petitioners,  before 
referred  to.  It  should  be  added  thai  another  census  was  taken 
by  Watertown,  during  the  hearing,  which  slightly  varied  the 
Whole  population  and  the  relative  proportions  of  foreigners,  but 
not  essentially,   nor  more   than    would   b.  from  the 

different  modes  and  times  of  tal  I     >• 

\fter  the  separation  of  IMmmii,  there  Will  be  8G  towns  and 
cities  in   the  State  larger   tli  •  ■'••'1  215  smaller  in 

population.     There  will  be  127  larger  and  201   smaller  than 
Vest  Cambridge;  29  larger  and  302  smaller  than  Waltham. 
2 


1" 
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The  rate  of  increase  of  population  in   Watcrtown  for  ll 
ten  years  lias  been  '.'7,',,   percent.;  of  West   Camhrid 
per  cent.  ;  ami  of  Waltham,  1  1 1  per  cent.     At   [1 
Watertown   will  n  cover  all  she  loses  l>y  the  division  in   at  ion  t 

■  irs  :  West  Cambridge,  in  ;>,'-;,;,,  :""'  Waltham,  in 
days.     That  is  to  say,  before  the  close  of  1800,  their  respective 
populations  will  be  as  large  as  now. 

The   valuation   of  Belmont  is   81,830,015,  of  which   it   take 


Watcrtown, 
West  Cambi 
Waltham,  . 


$1,830,015  00 

The   increase   in  valuation  of  Waterl   «  n    for  the  Last 
years  has  been   143  per  cent. ;  of  West   Cambridge  for  the  last 

ten  yc  u   .  ,;i  ,  ,  ;     -  cent.     At  this  rate,  Watcrtown  will  rci   ■  ■ 
all  it  lose    in  about  4\  years,  and  West  Cambridge  in  le     :: 

Thai  is  to  say,  before   the   close  of  1801,  both   these 
towns  will   lie  larger  in  population  and   wealth   than   ;: 


§1,07-1 

; le;i 

ing  82,484,200  00 

515  00, 

2,444,002  00 

102 

,000  00, 

1,01         0  i 

After  the  separation  of  Belmont,  there  will  be  in   va 
but  27  towns  larger  than   Watcrtown,  and  28  1  lian  West 

Cambridge  in  the  State,  while  there  will   be  293 
cither. 

Watcrtown   is  now   the  tenth   town  in   the   large  county  of 
Middlesex  county,  and,  after  the  incorporation  of  Belmont,  will 
bo  the  eleventh,  while  "West  Cambridge  is  tl 
be  the  ninclet  nth. 

This  will  he  the  result  to  these  towns,  without  considering  al 
all  any  increase  of  population  or  wealth  from  the  impro\ 
going  on  or  contemplated  in  both.      \  bo  i    nearly 

completed  to  the  village  of  Watcrtow  n,  h  Inch,  it  i    anti< 
will  largely  increase  the   valuation  of  property  in  its  neighbor- 
hood.     A   corporation    has   also   been,   or   probably    \ 
chartered  at   this  session,  to  open   the   navigation   oft 
River  to  the  same  village.     An   application  is   also  bi 
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legislature,  to  extend  Hie  Cambri  I  I   to   \\ 

c  Centre. 
Under  these  circmnstancca,  the  Committee  do  not  think    tin: 
incorporation  of  this  new  town  will   at  all  cripple  or  emh 
mtially   or  materially   injure  either  of  the   town 
which  ii  is  taken. 

Thc  arca  ,,,  cacli  will  be  necessarily  diminished,  but  not,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Commit!  ring  their  proximity  to 

Boston,  Lhcir   charael    ...  i    I    the   I  i  each  still  left 

and  courting  a  population,  so  as   in  any  d.  ■'<  nl   their 

attainin  i  i   and  wealth  which  sli  ill  rani;  them 

the  largest,  as  they   will  rank  immediately  after  tl 
among  thc  larger  towns  of  thc  State. 

The  Committee  arc  strenglhene  I   in   this  con  ietion 
instance  of  Somervillo,  which  was  incorporated 
since,  considerably  smaller  in  area   than  either  Water! 
Wcsl  Cambridge  will  he,  and  which  n  w  contain 
the  popidati  .:i  of  either,  being  one  of  the  largcsl   towns  in  the 
Commonwealth. 

It  was   no!    urged,  and  there  no     no  cvidenci   ullered 
I      .miittee,  thai  the  properly  1.  Il  in  th  would  b.: 

in  thc  slightest  degr leprcciated   In  tl,  ion  of  thc 

now. 

1,,  reference  to  burdens,  thc  m  w  town   1;  '■■      il    lull     : 
children   to  be  educated,  with  but  a  single  sell 
the  whole   territory  for  their  acconu  i  idati  m ;  ol    roads,  West 
Cambridge  made  no  complaint,  th 

of,  that  the  petitioner*  did:   i  '■     While 

of  the  public  roads  of  Wat  rtown  thc  |»etitionei  ti  kc  J  J,  while 
they  take  but  '  j  ol  the  \  duatinn.  Hi'  '  :i  ■  ;  paupers,  thc 
accompanying  Bill  provides  that  Delmont  shall  take  its  full  hai  :, 
while  in  the  future  there  seems  to  be  no  rca  on  why  thc  new 
should  not  have  its  full  share  of  those  necdine  public  charity 
and  support. 

Of  the  public  properly   of  Wal 
fifty-three  thousand  dollars,  Belmont  takes  but  one  engine  house, 
valued  at  some  S000.     Of  thc   public   propcrtj  of  West  Cam- 
bridge, amountin  ;    lo      mi  :  fort;  i    tl  ou  an  I   d  >llars,  Bel 
mont  takes  one  school-house  and  one  engine-house.     It  would 
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hardly  seem  practicable  to  make  a  division  of  population,  valu- 
ation, ami  public  property  and  public  burdens  more  lair  to  the 
old  towns,  while  it  preserved  anyjusl   rights  of  the  new,  than 

this. 

Iii  conclusion,  the  Committee  would  say  that,  bclicvinj 
advantages  will  be  derived,  and  gn  al  good  accomplished  by  the 
incorporation  of  the  proposed  town,      id   thai    no   serious  or 
essential  injury  will   be  dom      i  of  the  old   towns,  they 

unanimously  report  the  accompanying  Bill. 

EBEN  S.  POOR, 
E.  R.  SAW  IN. 
Of  tin 

It.  A.  TITCOMD, 
T.  S.   WHITE, 
('.  F.   HARD, 
JOHN   VINSON, 
J.  S.  PURPLE, 

Of  the  House. 


1857.] 


SENATE— No.  7::. 


vCommomucaltl)  of   ittassathuscttj 


In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Eicht  Hundred  and   Fifty- 


AN   ACT 


To  incorporate  the  Town  of  Belmont. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows  : — 


1       Sect.  1.     That  portion  of  the  towns  of  West  Cam- 
'2  bridge,   Watertown,   and  Waltham,   included  within 

3  the  following  boundaries,  namely : — Commencing  at  a 

4  stone  post  at  the  north-western  corner,  said  posl  bi  ing 

5  on  the  line  between   Lexington  and  West  Cambridge 
(i  (run  as  the  magnetic  needle  now  points)  south  sixty- 

7  seven  degrees  east,  five  hundred  am!  twenty-three  rods 

8  seven  links,  to   a   point   near   the   linn.-  of  Edward 
<)  Fillebrown;     thence   south     fifty   degrees    cast,    five 

10  hundred  and  thirty-six  rods,  to  the  junction  of  Little 

11  River  with  the  brook  which  forms  tin-  outlctof  I'rcsh 

12  Pond  ;  thence  following  said  brook  to  the  point  where 
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13  it  takes  its  source  from  said   pond,  said   brook   being 

14  the  boundary  Line  between  Old  Cambridge  and  West 

15  Cambridge;  tlicncc  south  sixty-five  degrees  west,  one 
lli  hundred  thirty-seven  rods  nine  links,  to  a  point  near 
1*7  the  centre  of  said  pond;  thence  south  five  degrees 
IS  and  sixteen  minutes  east,  two  hundred  fourteen  and 
1!)  one-fourth  rods,  to  a  stone  post  near  the  entrance  of 
'20  Mount  Auburn  ;  thence  in  a  north-westerly  direction 
21  following  the  south  side  of  Belmont  Street,  sen  en 
'22  hundred  thirteen  rods  lour  links,  to  a  point  known  as 

23  the    Four    Corners;    thence    north   twenty-four    and 

24  three-quarters  degrees  west,  one  hundred   eighty-six 

25  rods,  to  a  point  on   Beaver  Brook  ;    thence,  following 

26  said   brook   in  a  northerly  direction,  to  a  point  where 

27  said  brook  crosses  the  line  between  West  Cambridge 

28  andWaltham;   thence  north  fifty-eight  degrees  west, 

29  one  hundred  and  forty-one  roils  twenty-throe  links,  to 

30  a  stone  post,  said  post  being  at  the  extreme  south-east 

31  corner  of  Lexington  ;  thence  north  forty-five  and  one- 

32  half  degrees  east,  two  hundred  rods,  to  a  stone  post  ; 

33  thence  north  forty-four  and  one-half  degrees  cast,  forty 

34  roils  sixteen   links,  to  the   point  of  starting,  is  hereby 

35  incorporated  into  a  town  h\  the  name  ut'  Belmont  ; 
3d  and   the   inhabitants   of    said    town   of  Belmont    are 

37  hereby  invested  with   all   the   powers   and    privileges, 

38  and  shall  he  subjected  to  all  the  duties  and  requisitions, 
3!)  of  other  incorporated  towns,  according  to  the  consti- 
•10  tution  and  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 


1  Sect.  2.     The  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Belmont 

2  shall  be  holden  to  pay  all  arrears  of  taxes  which  have 

3  been  assessed  upon  them  by  the  towns  of  West  Cam- 

4  bridge,  Watcrtown  andWaltham  respectively,  before 
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5  tlic  first   day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our   Lord   one 

6  thousand   eight  hundred   and     fifty-seven;    and  also 

7  their   proportion    of  all    county  and    Stale    taxes    that 

8  maybe  assessed  upon  said  towns  respectively, previous 

9  to  the  taking  of  the   next   State  valuation  ;    said  pro- 

10  portion  to  be  ascertained  and  determined   by  the   last 

11  valuation  of  said  towns  respectively ;    and  said   town 

12  of  Belmont  shall  be  holden  to  pay   their  proportion 

13  of  the  debts   d\iv  and  owing,  at   the   time  of  the  pas- 

14  sage  of  this  act,  from   the  towns  of  West  Cambridge, 

15  Watertown  and  Waltham  respectively,  and  be  entitled 

16  to  receive  of  the  said   towns   respectively,  their   pro- 

17  portion  of  all  the  corporate  property  now  owned  by 
IS  said  towns  of  West  Cambridge,  Watertown  and 
1!)  Waltham  respectively;  such  proportion  to  be  ascer- 
20  taincd  and  determined  by  the  last  valuation  of  said 
'21   towns  respectively. 

1  Sect.  3.     The  town  of  Belmont  shall  support  their 

2  proportion  of  all    paupers  now   supported    by  either 

3  of  the  said    towns   of  West  Cambridge,  Watertown, 

4  and  Waltham  ;   and  the  said  towns  of  Belmont,  West 

5  Cambridge,  Watertown,  and  Waltham  shall  be 
(3  respectively  liable  for  the  support  of  all  paupers  who 
7  shall  hereafter  stand  in  need  of  relief  as  paupers, 
S  whose  settlement  was  gained  or  derived  within  their 
9  respective  limits.  « 


I  Sect.  4.      In  case  said   towns  of  West  Cambridge 

'2  and    Belmont,  or  said   towns  of  Watertown   and    Bel- 

:;  mont,  or  said  towns  of  Waltham  and    Belmont,  shall 

4  disagree   in   respect    to  a   division   of   paupers,  town 

5  property,    town    debts,  or   State    and     count)    taxes, 
0  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
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7  sex  are  hereby  authorized  to,  and  shall,  on  application 

8  of  cither  of  said   towns,  appoint   three  disinterested 
!>  persons  to  hear  the  parties  and  award  thereon  ;   which 

10  award,  -when  accepted  by  the  court,  shall  be  final. 

1  Sect.  5.     The  town  of  Belmont,  for  the  purpose  of 

2  electing  representatives    to   the  general   court,  until 

3  the  next  decennial  census,  or  until  another  apportion- 

4  ment  of  representatives  be  made,  shall  remain  a  part 

5  of  said  towns  of  West  Cambridge,   Watertown   and 
(i  Waltham    respectively,    and   vote    therefor   at   such 

7  places  respectively  as  the  said   towns  of  West  Cam- 

8  bridge,  Watertown  and  Waltham  shall  vote;  and  the 

9  selectmen  of  Belmont   shall   make  a   true   list  of  all 

10  persons  within   their  town   qualified   to  vote  at  every 

11  such   election,   and  shall    post    up    the    same  in   said 

12  town  of  Belmont,  and    shall    correct    the    same  as  re- 

13  quired  by  law,  and  shall  deliver  a  true  list  of  all  such 

14  voters  as  are  entitled  to  vote  in  said    towns  of  West 

15  Cambridge,  Watertown    and  Waltham   respectively, 

16  to   the  selectmen  thereof,  seven  days  at  least  before 

17  such  election,  to  he  used  thereat. 

1  Sect.  (i.     Any  justice  of  the   peace  in  the  county 

2  of  Middlesex  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  his  war- 

3  rant  to  any  principal  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Bel- 

4  mont,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said 

5  town  to  meet  at  the  time  and  place  therein  appointed, 

6  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  all  such   town  officers  as 

7  towns  are  by  law   authorized    and    required  to  choose 

8  at  their  annual  meetings. 

1  Sect.  7.     This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after 

2  its  passage. 


SENATE....No.  80. 
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11 E  MONS  T  R  A  N  C  E . 

West  Cambridge,  March  16,  1857. 

To  the  Honorable    Senate  and  House  of    Representatives   in 
General  Court  assembled: — 

We,  the  undersigned,  real  estate  owners,  and  residing  in  that 
portion  of  West  Cambridge  which  ii  is  proposed  to  incorporate 
as  the  Town  of  Belmont, hereby  signify  to  your  honorable  body, 
as  we  have  already  done  to  a  committee  of  the  legislature,  our 
earnest  desire  to  remain  unmolested  in  our  present  connection. 
Believing  that  the  contemplated  act  of  separation,  if  earned  into 
effect,  will  result  in  disastrous  consequences,  not  only  to  on  rselvcs 
individually,  but  to  many  others  on  the  said  Belmont  territory, 
and  especially  to  the  town  of  West  Cambridge,  in  which  our 
earliest  associations  and  warmest  affections  are  centered  We 
furthermore  represent  to  your  honorable  body  that  no  public  exi- 
gency or  grievances  have  been  proved  to  exist  or  can  exist,  that 
will  be  remedied  by  incorporating  a  new  town,  but,  on  the  con- 
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HEM  ON  STB  A  N  CE. 

To  the   Honorable    Senate  and   House  of    Representatives   in 
General  Court  assembled  :— 

Wo,  tlio  undersigned,  residents  or  tux-payers  on  Hint  [.art  of 
Watertown  proposed  to  be  taken  to  form  a  part  of  the  town  of 
Belmont,  or  owners  of  real  estate  therein,  do  respectfully 
remonstrate  against  the  passage  of  the  Bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Towns  for  the  incorporation  of  Belmont,  for  the 
following  reasons: — 

1st.  If  the  said  bill  shall  become  a  law  wc  shaft  be  deprived 
of  the  privilege  which  we  now  enjoy,  of  using  (lie  High  School. 

2d.  In  our  opinion  the  school  accommodations  for  thai  part 
of  Watertown  will  be  sufficient  as  soon  as  the  school-house  on 
Beach  Street,  now  contracted  for,  shall  be  erected. 

3d.  The  town  of  Watertown  is  ready  and  willing,  and 
abundantly  able  to  afford  whatever  additional  school  accommo- 
dations shall  be  needed  lor  every  pari  of  the  town  whenever 
the  same  shall  be  demanded. 
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4th.     Our  taxes  will  be  increased  1 . v  the  division. 

5th.  Estates  of  individuals  will  be  divided  by  this  new  lii 
so  that  one  portion  will  be  in  one  town  and  the  other  portion 
another  town. 

6th.     Representatives  of  more  than   one-half  of  the  taxal 
property  on  said  territory  of  "Watcrtown  do  not  desire  a  divi 
and  have  given  their  written  testimony  to  that  effect. 

7th.  In  our  opinion  the  puhlic  good  docs  not  require 
division  of  iVatertown,  which  will  inflict  upon  it  an  injury  fro 
which  it  will  take  more  than  ten  year-  to  recover. 

A.  Pease.  II  vnnibal  II  vmlin. 

Amos  Sanderson.  Elizabeth  Bright. 

Susax  Heard.  Susanna"  Bright. 

R.  C.  Hastings.  P.  M.  Qi  km  v. 

Martin  P.  Fayes.  Charles  Quigley. 

Abiel  Abbot.  Edward  Whitney. 

Benj.  S.   Holt.  Estes  Howe. 

John  Sylvester.  Daniel  Deshon. 

John  Taggard.  George  Sharps. 

Watertown,  March  19,  1857. 


SPEECH  OE  HON.  GIDEON  HAYNES, 

■      Delivered   March   20,    1S57, 

|N   THE   SUSSACHUSETTS    SENATE. 
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they  haw  the  menus,  and  come  wlml  would,  or  come  what 
may,  they  were  determined  to  follow  this  mutter  up  until 
the  legislature  was  forced  to  grant  their  petition.  Well, 
sir,  I  acknowledge  they  have  wealth,  probably  no  commu- 
nity in  this  vicinity  tan  compare  with  them  in  this  respect, 
and  that  they  have  heretofore  used  it  most,  liberally  I  do 
not  question.  But,  Mr.  President,  1  do  not  believe  this 
senate  is  prepared  to  do  an  act  of  injustice  so  flagrant  ;is 
the  passage  of  this  bill  will  prove  to  be.  Nov\  what  are 
the  facts  in  this  ease?  Three  years  ago  these  petitioners 
came  before  the  legislature  and  asked  for  this  town,  the 
committee  reported  unanimously  that  the}'  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition:  the  next  year  they  came  again,  and 
a  bill  was  reported  by  the  committee  in  the  senate  and  was 
rejected  upon  its  passage  to  a  third  leading  ;  not  satisfied 
we  find  them  here  again  last  year,  w  hen  after  a  long,  patient 
and  careful  hearing,  the  committee,  with  one  exception, 
reported  in  the  house  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition;  the  report  was  unanimously 
accepted;  it  came  up  to  the  senate  for  concurrence,  when 
a  motion  was  made  by  the  dissenting'  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  substitute  a  hill  for  the  report,  this  was  refused, 
and  the  senate  concurred  with  the  house;  the  next  day  a 
motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  they  con- 
curred with  the  house,  and  by  some  arrangement  not  clearly 
understood  by  any  one.  the  matter  was  again  before  the 
senate,  and  by  the  indomitable  perseverance  of  the  senator 
who  moved  the  bill  as  a  substitute,  it  was  engineered 
through  this  body,  but  was  killed  in  the  house  without  a 
count  ;  and  now,  sir,  with  a  pertinacity  worthy  of  a  hotter 
cause  they  are  here  again  for  the  fourth  time,  and  a  hill  has 
been  repoitcd  by  the  committee.     Mr.  President,  1  contend 


thai  the  true-  [>olic>  of  this  Statu  ought  to  be,  autl  is,  thai  no 
new  town  should  be  incorporated  unless  in  extraordinary 
cases.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  th  >  advocates  of  this 
hill  to  show  conclusively  that  the  people  in  these  town-, 
would  be  benefited,  not  that  n  few  land  speculators,  but  the 
community  at  large,  would  be  benefited  by  the  granting  of 
this  petition  ;  the  burden  of  proof  rests  with  them,  and  now 
let  us  see  what  kind  of  n  case  they  have  made  out. 

Mr.  President.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  report  signed  by  the 
committee.  I  do  not  wish  to  insinuate  anything  unfair  or 
disrespectful  on  the  part  of  these  gentlemen,  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  no  one  who  listened  to  the  argument  of  the 
counsel  for  the  petitioners,  and  lias  read  this  report,  ran 
have  failed  to  discover  a  great  similitude  between  them; 
and  I  am  constrained  to  say  that  a  more  gross,  unjust,  one- 
sided, ex  parte  statement  never  came  from  the  pen  of  man, 
than  this  same  report  will  prove  to  be. 

On  the  second  page  the  committee  say.  that  "The  town 
ofWaltham  did  not  appear  before  the  Committee."  A  word 
of  explanation  in  regard  to  this  matter.  The  town  of 
Waltham  did,  in  open  town  meeting,  acting  under  an  article 
in  the  warrant  for  that  purpose,  vote  unanimously  to  instruct 
the  Selectmen  to  oppose  this  petition  before  the  committee  ; 
and  it  will  be  recollected  that  1  presented  the  remonstrance 
ofliH  legal  voters  ofWaltham  against  this  petition;  and 
that  was  referred  to  the  committee,  and  yet  they  tell  us 
that  Waltham  was  not  represented  before  them.  Again, 
on  the  third  page  we  have  the  following: — 

"Upon   this  territory,  an  situated,  by  a  census   taken   willi   care   in   October 


tua    societies,   one 
i  halls,  hvo  stores." 


rhiMiv,,,  a  valuation  ,.|  ,s  1  .s;;,,,,,  (,,, 
:,   built   will, in    the    past    year,    tvri 


By  a  census  taken  in  October  last,  there  are  1,101  peoj 


Now  one  word  in  regard  to  this  census;  il  was  taken  u\ 
two  gentlemen  more  particularly  interested  in  this  matter, 
than  any  others  that  signed  the  petition  ;  it  was  not  sworn 
to  by  either  as  being  correct,  for  this  reason,  that  a  part 
was  taken  by  one,  and  another  part  h\  the  oilier;  conse- 
quently, neither  of  them  could  swear  to  its  correctness  as  a 
whole.  While  upon  the  other  hand  the  town  of  Watcrtown 
presented  to  the  committee  a  census  taken  by  a  gentleman 
well  qualified,  and  familiar  with  the  business, — and  some 
three  or  four  months  later,  which  was  -worn  to  as  being 
correct;  yet  the  committee  chose  to  take  the  census  of 
the  petitioners — which  was  not  sworn  to — in  preference  to 
that  of  the  remonstrants,  which  was ;  and  the  only  reference 
made  to  the  latter  census,  is  to  ho  found  upon  the  ninth 
page,  as  follows: — 

,  (hiving  tlic 
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Now,  Mr.  President,  they  tell  us  that  Belmont  is  increas- 
ing very  rapidly  in  population,  and  that  the  last  census  did 
not  vary  more  than  would  be  expected  from  the  different 
modes  and  times  0f  taking  the  two,  some  three  or  four 
months  intervening  between  them.  Would  you  not  be  led 
by  the  language  of  the  report  to  suppose  that  there  had 
been  an  increase  in  the  numbers'?  Is  not  that  the  idea 
that  the  committee  wish  to  convey'!  Noav  what  is  the  hut  ! 
Mr.  Crafts,  who  took  the  last  census,  found  but  10-.&  persons 
— 73  less  than  the  petitioners  claim, — and  M)  of  these  wore 
transient  foreigners,  and  probably  not  one  of  them  could  be 
found  then'  to-day.  Notwithstanding  all  these  fads  were 
presented  and  sworn  to  before  the  committee,  they,  in  my 
opinion,  most  unjustly  adopted  the  figuri  -  of  the  pel  itioncrs. 


But  let  us  examine  into  this  matter  a  little  further,  hi 
18-54-,  the  petitioners  claimed  that  they  then  had  l,0Uf> 
inhabitants  upon  this  territory  ;  they  now  sa)  (three  \  ars 
later)  that  they  have  1,101.  an  in<  reo  e  aceord  :c:  to  [heir 
own  figures  in  three  years  of  only  9G  pi  rson  i,  and  by  onrs 
of  only  23.  This  docs  not  show  a  very  rapid  growth! 
I  think  it  would  he  difficult  for  them  to  place  their  I 
upon  the  same  amount  of  territory  within  ion  miles  of 
Boston  which  would  not  show  a  greater  incri  ase.  And  to 
prove  how  anxious  these  petitioners  have  been  o  gel 
mechanics    to    settle    there,   and    with    what    sucec  ■ 

Hittinger,  in  his  testimony,  stated  that  he  offered  two  car- 
penters a  lot  of  laud,  and  would  find  them  constant  employ- 
ment if  they  would  build  a  house  upon  it;  they  refused  (as 
he  says)  because  there  were  no  school  accommodations. 
You  can  judge  how  much  they  were  influenced  by  this, 
when  it  came  out  that  they  had  but  one  child  between  them. 
Again,  sir,  they  say  they  haw  two  religious  societies,  one 
meeting-house  built  within  the  past  year.  Now,  sir,  there  is 
no  meeting-house  built  within  the  past  year!  True,  they 
arc  building  one,  but  it  is  not  built,  and  should  this  bill 
fail,  may  not  be.  "  Two  Lyceum  Halls,"  well,  sir.  if  they 
have,  we  have  50  such  in  Waltham,  and  probabh  every 
town  in  the  State  has  at  hast  a  dozen  ;  they  arc  simply 
rooms  over  stores.  But  where  are  their  societies'!  Echo 
answers  « where V  "Two  stores!''  Do  they  wish  the 
Senate  to  understand  that  they  have  two  More,  in  operation 
upon  this  territory!  If  so,  it  is  a  mistake.  True,  there 
arc  two  buildings  erected  for  that  purpose,  but  one  of  them 
has  been  closed  for  years— the  one  at  Vv'avcrly;  and  1  don't 
believe  that  there  can  be  found  a  Yankee  shrewd  enough 
to  P-et  a  living  in  that  store,  if  bis  goods  were  given  him, 


■•  This  population  1, 
have  some  time  since  a 


were  he  obliged  to  sell  them  at  the  common  retail  prices. 
The)  have  upon  this  territory  one  little  store  al  Wellington 
Hill,  and  how  this  is  supported  is  a  myster)  to  those  not 
in  the  secret.     Again  the  report  says: — 

no  so  distinct   IVom  the  rest  of  the  vicinity,  a    I  i 
a  distinct  name-  liclniunt." 

This  is  true.  Mr.  President,  and  we  know  why  it  was 
that  they  took  that  name.  Ft  is  well  known  that  the 
princely  residence  of  J.  P.  Cushing,  Esq.,  is  situated  upon 
this  territory,  to  which  he  years  ago  gave  the  name  of  Gcl- 
mont;  and  to  insinuate  themselves  into  his  good  graces, 
they  proposed  to  give  that  name  to  the  new  town  ;  and  had 
it  been  Sodom  or  Gomorrah  they  in  all  probability  would 
not  have  hesitated  in  the  matter.  But  to  proceed,  on  the 
fourth  page  we  find  the  following: — 

"Butnotonly  have  the  potiti >rs  every   clement  of  an   esistins  town,   hut 

they  ask,  with  unprerL'd^it.-d  munimitv  and  earnc-tiies  .  thai  it  nun  he  granted. 
No  remonstrance  from  any  person   on   the  territory  has  heen  presented  to  tlio 

Now,  sir,  what  have  we  in  New  England,  always  consid- 
ered among  the  principal  elements  necessary  to  constitute 
a  town  !  I  have  always  thought  that  a  church,  tavern  and 
blacksmith's  shop  were  some  of  them  :  but  they  have  not 
got  either,  as  yet.  They  have,  as  1  have  already  stated,  one 
small  store,  a  shoe-repairer  who  tends,  and  works  in  the 
depot  at  the  Waverly  station;  a  blacksmith,  who  comes 
just  within  the  lines,  on  the  West  Cambridge  side,  and  who 
depends  upon  the  old  town  entirel)  for  his  support;  and 
these  constitute  all  the  elements  (excepting  their  wealth) 
upon  which  they  ask  for  this  new  town.  •■They  ask  with 
unprecedented  unanimity  and  earnestness  that  it  may  be 
granted."  They  claim  that  they  have  170  voters  upon  this 
territory;   130  only  signed  the  petition,  -10   refusing,  and 


!) 


thoy  call  that  "unprecedented  unanimity."     If  it  is  so,  1  do 

not  understand   the   term.     "No  remonstrance   from  any 

person  on  the  territory  lias  been  presented  to  the  legislature." 

Mr.  President,  we   all  know  what  the  tyrant    Macbeth, 

said,  when  he  discovered  how  he  had  been  deceived  bj  the 

witches : — 

'•  Ami  bo  these  inkling  fiends  nn  more  believed, 
That  palter  with' us  in  a  double  sens.   . 
That  koi-ji  the  word  of  promise  to  our  ear, 
And  break  it  to  our  hope." 

'•No  remonstrance  from  any  person  on  the  territory  lias 
been  presented  to  the  legislature,"  giving  you  to  understand 
that  no  one  upon  this  territory  objected  to  this  petition, 
when  the  committee  had  before  them  the  written  testimony 
of  three  individuals  representing  nearly  if  not  quite  one  half 
of  all  the  property  which  they  propose  to  take  from  Water* 
town,  that  they  were  opposed  to  this  division  ;  and  yel  be- 
cause it  was- not  presented  to  the  legislature,  an  attempt  has 
been  made  by  the  committee  to  suppress  it ;  I  would  ask  if 
this  is  what  we  ought  to  expect  from  those  sworn  to  do 
justice  between  man  and  man  I  Again,  on  the  same  page 
Ave  find  these  words  : — 

till,  and  whose  whole  property  and  prosperity  are  identified  with  and  Gxed  i  i  this 
territory.  They  seemed  to  be  careful,  eon  i  lerate,  not  the  subj  ;<:ts  of  any  tran- 
sient excitement,  or  moved  by  any  caprice.  Thcv  are  men  ut'  judgment,  e.paUe 
of  estimating  their  true  interests,  and  seemed  swayed  by  neither  passions  nor 
hastily  formed  crude  views." 

I  wish,  Mr.  President,  the  senate  to  distinctly  understand 
that  this  is  the  argument  of  the  counsel,  and  not  any 
evidence   that  was   presented    to    the    committee.     But  to 

proceed,  they  say  on  the  same  page: — 

"  Upon  the  territory  are  one  or  two  pi  rsons  of  largo  wealth,  but  beyond  this 

the  residents  are  people  cultivating  their  own  lands,  or  gaining  a  livclil -1  in  the 

usual  occupations  of  life,  and  hut  a  fair  representation  of  that  class  of  persons  in 
the  State." 
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"One  or  two  persons  of  large  wealth."  Why,  sir,  upon 
the  Watertown  pari  of  the  territory  alone  (here  are  eight 
persons,  including  one  company,  whose  average  amount  of 
property  at  the  last  assessment  was  $';)2,<)l>2,5()  each;  but 
they  will  tell  you  that  one  of  these  is  very  rich.  J.  P.  Gush- 
ing, Esq.  Well,  sir,  we  will  .Imp  him,  and  the  other  seven 
without  him  will  average  #10,462,50  each ;  and  yet  the 
committee  will  tell  us,  with  one  or  two  exceptions  they  arc 
but  a  fair  representation  of  the  fanner-  of  this  state,  if  such 
is  the  fact  1  only  regret  that  I  don't  belong  to  this  class  of 
our  citizens.  On  the  West  Cambridge  side  there  are  three 
who  pay  over  #100,00  per  year  taxes,  and  15  others  who 
average  #75,00  each  ;  and  yet  with  one  or  two  exceptions 
they  are  but  a  fair  representation  of  our  farmers.  On  the 
sixth  page  we  have  the  following  :— 

is  stilted,  tlmt  upon  this  whole  territory  of  live  and 
l lurk-ven  hundred  ],...]  1,-,  throe  hundred  and  twen- 
cd  ami  seventy  voters,  there  is  hut  one  school-house, 
•cast  part,  in'West  Cambridge,  not  very  Car  within 
the  lines  of  the  proposed  town.  To  this  school,  as  a  school,  no  uhjeetion  was 
made,  hut  it  is  remote  fiom  iiiimv  oB  the  West  Cambridge  portion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants.     It  was  shown,   to   the  entire  satisfaction   of  the  (.' nittee,  by   various 

reports  made  to,  and  introduced  by,   the  town  of  Watertown,  that   upon  their 

vision  of  schools  and  scb,.ol'-'h..us,-s.  The  children  of  Wellington  Hill  arc  obliged 
to  go  some  mile  and  threc-iinartcrs  to  reach  any  school,  and  when  reached,  its 
accommodations  are  quite  insufficient  lor  the  number  of  scholars  which  should 
attend  it.'' 

Three  hundred  ami  twenty-live  children,  and  hut  one 
school-house;  now  1  wish  to  ash  the  senators  at  this  hoard 
if  they  did  not,  as  I  did,  suppose  that  il  was  school-children 
that  the  committee  were  alluding  to  in  connection  with  the 
schools  ?  That  there  are  325  school-children  upon  this 
territory  I  And  what  are  the  facts  '.  Why,  that  upon  this 
territory  there  arc  325  under  21  years  of  aye!  And  these 
are  all  set  down  in  such  a  manner  that  we  shall  understand 
them  to  he  school-children  !    Win  not  tnvc  the  fads  as  ihe\ 


"This  will  be  s 
thrce-onarterssnii 
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were  prcscnu. 


(resented  to  the  committee  !     Win  tire  the)  suppress- 
ed!    Why  not   say  that  on  the  Wat*  flown  part  of  the  I   r- 
ritory  there  are  but   HO  school-children  and  71  oft! 
registered  as  attending  the  town  schools,  and  14  as  attending 
the  private  schools,  ami  several  of  these  1  1  live  within  gun- 
shot of  the  public  schools,  and  therefore  are  not   prevented 
from  attending  in  consequence  of  the  distance.     Nov,,  sir.  it 
is  well  known  that  at  Wellington  Hill  they. have  a  private 
school  for  young  ladies,  one  of  the  best  in  this  vicinity,  and 
yet  situated  as  it  is  in  the  midst  of  this  aristocratic  com- 
munity, it  receives, comparatively  speaking,  but  little  support 
from  them,  a  fact  which  dors  not,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, speak  very  highly  for  their  public  spirit.    As  I  have 
stated  there  are  on  the  Watcrtown  part  of  Belmont  Sit)  school- 
children,  and   on    the   West    Cambridge    about    75    more, 
making  in  all  165  instead  of  325,  as  the  report  would  seem 
to  imply;   and  as  they  say  but   one  school-house;   but  why 
not  give  us  all  the  facts.— arc  we  not  entitled  to  them  I    Why 
not  say,  what  the  committee  knew,  that  at  the  vill     e  of 
Waverly  there  had  been  for  some  time  past  a  school  kept 
there,  and  that  the  town  of  Watcrtown  had  bought  the  land, 
contracted  for  and  appropriat.  d   $3,500.00  for  the  building 
of  a  school-house  upon  this  territon  !    All  this  was  proved 
to  the  committee,  and   yet  for  some   cause  it  is  suppressed. 
And  now,  Mr.  President,  a.  this  question  of  schools  is  the 
principal  one  upon   which   they   rely  to  make, out  a  case,  1 
trust  1  shall  be  pardoned  it'I  devote  a  tew  moments  more 
to  its  consideration.      First,  the   school  on  the  West  Cam- 
bridge side  was  admitted  by  all  parties  to  be  the  best  in  the 
town  ;   it  is  situated  at  a  point  not  more  than  a  mile  distant 
from  the   farthest  family  in  the  district,  and  was  located  b) 
the  people  of  the  district  themselves;  it  was  left  with  them 


to  be  located,  and  they  placed  it  where  it  now  -(amis,  ami 
they  have  never  by  word  or  deed,  intimated  to  the  town 
of  West  Cambridge  that  they  would  like  to  have  the 
location  changed,  or  that  they  did  not  enjoy  all  the  school 
facilities  they  desired;  the)- did  not  even  complain  to  the 
committee  that  they  were  not  well  used  in  this  matter. 
On  the  Watertown  side.  Wellington  Hill  and  Waverly 
have  heretofore  constituted  one,  called  the  northern  dis- 
trict; it  became  necessary  to  build  a  new  house  to  accom- 
modate the  western  district,  and  the  Waverly  part  of  the 
northern  Mere  asked  if  il  could  be  located  so  as  to  accom- 
modate them;  they  answered  no,  and  it  was  placed  -where 
the  western  part  of  the  town  desired  it ;  the  Waverly  people 
then  asked  for  a  house,  and  the  town  asked  the  Wellington 
Hill  part  of  that  district  if  it  could  he  placed  so  as  to  accom- 
modate them,  the  two  villages  being  but  one  mile  apart. 
Mr.  Mead  was  placed  upon  a  committee,  all  taken  from  this 
territory,  with  full  powers  to  locate  tin,'  house  upon  any 
spot  they  might  select;  he  decided  that  it  could  not  be 
located  so  as  to  satisfy  the  Wellington  Hill  people;  it  was 
then  decided  to  build  it  near  the  Waverly  village.  Again 
the  town  being  determined  that  nothing  on  their  part 
should  be  left  undone  to  satisfy  them,  it  possible,  proposed 
to  the  Wellington  J  fill  people  to  move  the  school-house 
located  on  Belmont  street  to  any  spot  the}'  might  name,  and 
a  meeting  was  called  for  this  purpose;  it  was  ve4ry  fully 
attended  and  a  large  majority  present  were  from  Wellington 
Hill,  and  a  motion  was  made  bv  a  gentleman  from  that  dis- 
trict  and  one  of  the  petitioners  who  complain  so  loudly  that 
they  have  no  school  facilities,  1  say  that  a  motion  was  made 
by  him  that  the  house  should  not  be  moved,  and  the  Wel- 
lington Hill  people  voted  unanimously  to  sustain  the  mo- 
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tion,  and  therefore  refusing  to  have  a  school-house  when  it 
was  offered  them.  Now,  Mr.  President,  1  declare  openly 
to  the  senate,  and  I  can  prove  it  by  the  records  thai 
the  people  on  no  part  of  this  territory  have  ever  asked  of 
either  town  for  one  dollar  for  schools,  or  for  any  other  pur- 
pose but  it  was  immediately  and  freely  granted;  all  this 
was  proved  to  the  committee,  and  yet,  sir,  no  intimation  of 
the  fact  can  be  found  in  the  report.  But  let  us  lock  at  this 
matter  of  schools  from  another  point  of  view;  Watcrtown 
has  at  present  one  of  the  best  high  schools  in  the  state,  this 
was  admitted,  now  there  are  many  on  the  Belmont  territory 
who  are  desirous  of  retaining  this  privilege  and  conse- 
quently they  have  remonstrated;  pass  this  bill,  and  yon 
deprive  the  present  generation  of  children,  in  this  district, 
of  the  blessings  and  privileges  of  this  school.  We  all  know 
that  a  town  must  have  500  families  before  the}  can  be 
compelled  to  support  a  high  school.  Now  look  at  West  Cam- 
bridge; they  lane  about  100  families  and  the  people  have 
been  looking  forward  most  anxiously  for  the  time  when 
they  can  boast  of  a  high  school,  and  what  do  you  propose 
to  do!  Why,  take  from  them  75  of  these  -100  families, 
and  by  so  doing  throwing  them  back  for  years,  rendering  it 
impossible  for  any  school-child  now  living  in  this  town 
ever  to  attend  a  high  school.  And  are  those  that  secede 
to  be  benefited  in  this  respect  I  Not  in  the  least,  they  will 
also  be  deprived  of  the  same  privileges  ;  audit  strikes  me 
that  this  is  a  matter  of  great  consideration  for  us.  Shall  we 
for  so  slight  a  cause  deprive  so  many  children  of  these  school 
facilities  I  I  think  not.  1  don't  believe  we  could  justify  our- 
selves to  our  constituents  for  the  committing  of  so  great  a 
wrong.  They  complain  that  the  village  of  Wellington  Hill 
is  divided  between  the  two  towns,  and  consequently,  as  they 
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argue  hi  this  mutter  of  schools,  the  evil  cannot  lit.-  reach al. 
They  forget  that  there  is  a  statute  enacted  expressly  to  mi  et 
such  emergencies,  whereby  people  living  in  di  He  rent  towns 
can  if  they  choose  unite  together  and  form  a  school  district. 
But,  Mr.  President,  admitting  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that 
they  arc  suffering  in  this  matter  of  schools,  is  it  not  their 
duty  first,  to  apply  to  their  respective  towns  for  relief,  and 
if  it  is  denied  them  then  let  them  come  up  here  for  redr<  ss, 
but  not  till  then. 

On  the  seventh  page,  the  report  says,  "  In  regard  to  mads, 
the  same  difficulty  exists  as  in  reference  to  schools."  This 
is  true  sir;  they  have  just  as  much  reason  to  complain 
of  their  roads  as  their  schools,  and  that  amounts  to  just 
no  reason  at  all.  Mr.  President,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
making  the  statement,  and  it  admits  of  proof,  that  there 
is  not  a  town  in  this  commonwealth  that  can  huasl  of  better 
or  more  convenient  roads  than  this  territory;  that  will  he 
admitted  by  every  one  who  has  visited  it.  The  committee 
use  the  following  language  in  regard  to  roads:— 


uf  this  territory,     lnui 
the  highways." 


.tonally, 


Now,  sir,  the  idea  that  they  seem  desirous  of  impressing 
upon  our  unsophisticated  minds  is  this,  that  a  certain 
company  in  this  town  found  the  roads  so  bad  that  they 
were  obliged  to  expend  #9,000  out  of  their  own  pockets  to 
render  them  passable.  Where  is  the  necessity  for  this 
attempt  at  deception!  Why  not  tell  the  truth,  and  the 
whole  truth!  Why  not  in  so  many  words  sa\ — what  we 
all  know— that  the  Wavcrly  1  and  Compaii)  purchased  two 
or  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  in  order  to  sell  it  have 
expended  this  money  in  laying  out  and  grading  streets,  and 
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that  even  this  docs  not  have  the  desired  effect.  I  protest 
against  this  attempt  to  hoodwink  Senators.  Again,  il  <ays, 
"Individuals  have  also,  occasionally,  spent  more  or  less 
upon  the  highways," — another  attempt  at  deception.  What 
was  the  evidence  1  Why,  that  Mr.  [Iittingcr  was  desirous 
at  one  time  to  have  the  side  of  the  mud  in  the  \  icinity  of  his 
house,  where  his  predecessor  had  dug  ir  out   for  manure 


its,  evaded,  and  asked  the  town  auth 
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and  they  at  once  consented  so  to  do;  but  litis  was  not  the 
answer  he  expected,  or  in  fact  wanted,  and  before  they  had 
time  to  accomplish  it  he  did  it  himself,  and  he  has  never 
dared  to  ask  the  town  to  remuncrati  him  for  the  work; 
and  this,  Mr.  President,  took  place  three  years  ago.  and 
was  the  only  instance  they  could  bring  before  the  committee. 
Why,  then,  use  tlic  plural  number,  Ll  individuals,"  when 
this  was  the  only  instance  I 

"  The  petitioners  also  satisfied  the  Committee  that,  hy  reason  of  this  want  of 
schools,  roads,  anil  other  facilities  of  a  town,  their  lands,  conceded  to  he  anions! 

the  most  highly  cultivated  and  heautiAd  in  the  Mate.  Mere. |,aratively,  with 

the  surrounding;  towns,  er  with  the  centres  oHVatertuwu  or  West  (Jamhridgo, 
depressed/' 

'•By  reason  of  this  want  of  schools,  road,  and  other 
facilities"  their  land  was  depressed.  Now  what  wore  those 
other  facilities,  which  your  committee  do  not  think  it  of 
sufficient  importance  to  name,  but  leave  it  to  be  implied 
that  it  is  something  for  which  the  towns  are  responsible'? 
Why.  it  is  simply  the  repeated  increase  in  the  rates  of  fare 
upon  the  Fitclfburg  Railroad;  there  can  be  no  question 
that  this  policy,  although  it  may  be  a  correct  one  for  the 
stockholders,  has  served  very  seriously  to  depress  real  estate 
upon  it,  line.  1  know,  sir,  it  has  in  Wallham.  and  1  doubt 
not  it  has  in  other  [daces;  but  tins  is  a  matter  with  which 
we  have  no  concern,  and  1  allude  to  it  to  show  what  was 
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admitted  to  be  the  principal  cause  of  the  "  dejn-ftssion,"  and 
that  an  attempt  seemed  to  be  made  to  keep  ii  on!  of  sight. 
This  it  will  be  understood  was  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Mead. 
Well,  who  is  Mr.  Mead?  A  gentleman,  sir.  for  whom 
(although  I  have  not  the  honor  of  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  him)  I  have  the  highest  regard;  he  is  a  gentleman 
against  whom  I  would  not  say  anything  if  I  could,  and  I 
could  not  if  I  would  ;  but  who  is  Air.  Mead  >  Why,  he  is 
a  broker — a  very  honorable  profession,  I  haw  nothing  to 
say  against  that— ho  is  a  dealer  in  Waved y  stocks,  a  large 
owner  of  real  estate,  and  is  most  anxious — as  I  no  doubt 
should  he — to  have  it  rise  upon  his  hands.  He  testified 
before  the  Committee  that  this  want  ol  schools  served  to 
depress  their  land.  In  looking  over  the  daily  papers  this 
morning  my  eye  fell  upon  the  following  notice: — 

"HOUSE  AT  WELLINGTON  HILL —Km- sale 
venicnt  Dwelling  House,  not  Cvc  niimitr.s'  walk  fn 
Station,  Wellington  Hill,  six  miles  Inn,,  I5oston_;  I 
season.     There  are  eleven   chambers,  large  drawin; 

Civn, 'a  spring  above.'  '  Good  schools  uYiite'ucar." 

Mr.  President,  this  reminds  me  of  the  old  song:- 

"  The  devil  was  siek, 

The  devil  a  i„o„k  would  be; 
The  devil  was  well, 

The  devil  a  monk  was  he." 

So  it  seems  when  Mr.  Mead  has  land  to  sell,  he  has  good 
schools  quite  near,  but  when  he  comes  in  lure  and  asks  for 
a  special  act  of  legislation  to  increase  the  value  of  his  land, 
why  then  the  schools  all  disappear.  The  testimony  and 
the  advertisement  are  both  before  the  Senate;  and  we,  1 
suppose,  can  believe  which  of  the  two  we  maj  think  proper, 
l'hey  tell  us  that  their  land  is  depressed   in  consequence  of 
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this  want  of  schools;   I  would  simply  ask  them  if  they  had 

any  better  schools  three  years  ago,  when,  as  they  pretend, 

their  lands  were  more  valuable  I 

"  It  appeared,  also,   to  the  Coimi  itte,  ,  tliat  e.  ni|  ivativelv  little 

intercourse  between  this  seeti.ni  ami  the  \  ilia  s  ol' Watcrtown  nr  \V.  ,t  Cambi-id  e, 
and  that  there  existed  an  alienation  uf  leeliiy,  growing;  day  by  dav,  with  the 
continuance  of  this  eontrovi  rsy  between  these  dillerent  parts." 

Again,  sir,  we  have  the  argument  of  the  counsel,  and  no) 
the  evidence;  on  the  contrary,  it  did  appear  very  elearl) 
before  the  committee,  that  the  same  intcrcotirsc  existed 
between  them  now,  as  heretofore;  and  moreover  would 
continue  to  exist,  even  if  this  new  town  should  be  incor- 
porated. They  will  still  have  to  go  to  the  old  towns  to  do 
their  business,  to  find  their  mechanics,  get  their  com  ground, 
&c.,  &c. ;  for,  as  I  have  already  proved,  they  have  none  of 
these  (what  800111(01110")  important  elements,  and  what  is 
more,  there  is  no  probability  of  their  ever  having  them. 
They  have  no  water  power  upon  the  territory,  and  conse- 
quently must  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  be  dependant 
upon  the  old  towns.  '■  That  there  existed  an  alienation  of 
feeling,  growing  dav  by  day,  between  these  different  parts." 
This  I  deny.  There  was  not  the  shadow  of  evidence  to 
substantiate  this  assertion.  "Alienation  of  feeling,"  if  it 
exist,  is  all  upon  one  side,  and  to  the  same  extent  which  you 
might  suppose  it  to  exist  in  the  breast  of  the  highwayman 
who  demanded  your  purse,  should  you  be  so  rude  as  to 
question  his  right,  or  refuse  his  demands. 

The  valuation  of  IJelmont  is  $1,830,015,  "I'  which  it  takes  (Yum 

VVatcrtown,  .  .        $1,074.51)11  00,  Leaving   s2,4S4,200  00 

West  Cambridge,    .  .  O.V.1,515  00,        '•  2.444,1)02  00 

Waltham,  .  .  .  102,000  00,        "  4,070,300  00 


The  committee  forc/ct  1  suppose  to  inform  us  of  the  very 
important  fact,  that  this  is  the  valuation  of  1855,  two  years 
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ago,  and  they  also  forget  to  inform  us  that  they  had  the  val- 
uation of  1S5G  given  to  them,  but  for  some  cause  best  known 
to  themselves  they  did  not  choose  to  use  it,  or  even  mention 
it,  and  it  seems  to  mc  to  be  a  matter  of  some  importance  if 
the  statement  they  make  is  correct  that  Watertown  will 
recover  all  it  loses  ($1,01  t,500  00)  in  !':  years.  If  that 
were  true  then  we  ought  to  add  some  half  a  million  more 
to  the  valuation  which  they  propose  to  take  from  Water- 
town;  but,  sir,  I  do  not  propose  to  reconcile  this  report 
with  the  true  facts  in  the  case,  it  would  prove  a  Hercu- 
lean task  and  I  leave  that  for  the  committee. 


"  Wata-town  will  recover  all  it  loses  in  -P..  years." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
senate  particularly  to  this  statement;  it  was  given  to  the 
committee  by  one  of  the  petitioners,  but  was  objected  to  by 
the  remonstrants  as  being  incorrect;  they  gave  to  the  com- 
mittee the  figures  proving  that  it  would  take  more  than  ten 
years  to  make  up  the  loss  and  asked  as  a  particular  favor  that 
the  committee,  as  it  was  a  point  of  considerable  importance, 
would  ascertain  which  of  the  two  statements  was  correct; 
but.  like  the  rest  of  the  evidence  presented  by  them  it  was 
deemed  unnecessary  even  to  notice  it.  Now,  sir.  T  hold  in 
my  hand  the  result  of  a  computation  made  by  one  of  the 
best  arithmeticians  in  the  state,  and  he  says  that  it  will 
take  twelve  gears  four  months  and  fifteen  dags  for  Water- 
town  to  regain  what  it  will  lose  by  this  outrage;  and,  sir, 
there  are  other  facts  not  considered  in  this  estimate  which 
will,  in  my  opinion,  extend  the  time  many  years  longer. 
They  take  the  average  increase  for  15  wars,  from  1840  to 
1855,  now  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  Intchburg  Kail 
Road  and  the  Watertown  branch  have  been  built  within 
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that  time,  andrcal  estate  in  consequence  advano  .1  m  pnc<  : 
we  cannot  therefore  count  upon  a  similar  rise  from  an>  cir- 
cumstances likely  to  transpire,  but  upon  the  other  hand,  a 
proposition  is  before  the  legislature  for  liberty  to  take  up 
the  rails  upon  the  Watertown  branch. 

Vvain,  we  all  know  that  a  few  years  since  it  was  the 
practice  to  return  only  about  two  thirds  of  the  real  valua- 
tion of  properly:  now,  by  law.  towns  arc  compelled  to  retur 
the  full  cash  valuation;  consequently  the  increase  of  one 
third  of  the  amount  was  accomplished  in  one  year  and  by 
an  act  of  the  legislature.  These  are  considerations  having  a 
direct  bearing  upon  this  subject,  and  ought  not  to  be  over- 
looked. But  let  us  look  at  something  reliable;  the  valua- 
tion of  Watertown  was  increased  from  1S55  to  Ibob, 
#75,900,  deducting  #16,350  the  amount  Belmont  has 
gained,  and  we  have  #59,550  as  the  positive  increase ,o 
valuation  for  one  year;  now  at  this  rate  how  long  wdlit 

take  to  make  up  #1,091,850  00,  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
taken  according  to  the  valuation  of  185G  !  By  my  figures 
it  will  be  a  fraction  short  of  <?0  years,  and  I  contend  that 
that  is  a  true  statement  of  the  case. 

ind,  now,  Mr.  President,  I  propose  to  leave  what  h  tie 
there  is  left  of  this  report  for  the  consideration ^of  ether 
Senators,  claiming  that  I  lane  proved,  what  I  m  the 
commencement  stated  I  would,  "that  it  was  the  most 
gross,  unjust,  one-sided,  cx-parte  statement,  that  ever  came 
from  the  pen  of  man."  . 

I  propose,  Mr.  President,  now  to  present  very  bnett) 
some  of  the  reasons  why  this  bill  should  not  pass. 
Waltham  would  not  be  very  seriously  injured  by  its  pas- 
sage. True  it  has  no  territory  to  spare,  but  if  the 
community  was  to  be  benefited  by  the  act,  no  remonstrance 


from  her  would  be  heard;  the  wrong  done  her  sinks  into 
utter  insignificance,  when  compared  with  the  injustice  done 
to  "Water-town  and  "West  Cambridge.  The  area  of  the  towns 
in  this  State  average  over  9,000  acres  each.  Should  Belmont 
be  incorporated  it  will  leave  West  Cambridge  with  2,340 
and  Watertown  with  2,080  acres,  only  about  cue  fourth 
the  average  size,  and  Belmont  (modest  people)  will  have 
3,700  acres.  "Watertown  is  an  agricultural  town,  the  eighth 
in  the  large  county  of  Middlesex;  this  act  proposes  to  take 
all  of  its  lands  devoted  to  this  purpose.  There  are  now 
but  eleven  towns  in  the  State  less  in  area  than  Watertown; 
pass  this  bill  and  there  will  be  but  six;  it  will  also  be 
left  with  all  the  principal  roads  and  bridges,  all  the  pau- 
pers but  one,  and  the  same  number  of  schools,  so  that 
although  you  take  over  a  third  of  her  territory,  one  fifth 
of  her  population,  one  third  of  her  property,  yet  you 
leave  her  expenses  the  same,  and  the  amount  of  taxes  to 
be  raised  upon  what  is  left.  Have  they  not  a  deep  interest 
in  this  matter!  Sir,  the  public  good  does  not  require  it. 
a  few  land  speculators  may,  but  is  that  a  sufficient  reason 
for  us  to  deal  a  death  blow  to  these  old  towns  ! 

A  few  words  more,  sir,  and  1  have  done.  I  repeat  what 
I  stated  in  the  commencement,  "  that  the  true  policy  of 
this  State  ought  to  be,  and  is,  that  no  new  town  should  be 
incorporated  unless  an  extraordinary  case  should  be  made 
out;  "  I  would  ask  if  they  have  done  it  I  Some  of  the  pro- 
ceedings I  confess  have  been  extraordinary,  but  this  case 
remains  where  they  found  it  three  years  ago.  I  now,  sir, 
publicly  deny  that  the  people  upon  this  territory  have  ever 
asked  either  town  for  any  roads,  schools  or  other  privi- 
leges, but  what  were  immediately  granted.    This,  sir,  1  state 


publicly  in  the  face  of  this  report  and  its  authors,  and  dare 
them  to  deny  it. 

Sir,  Watertown  has  already  contributed  largely  to  build 
up  other  towns.  In  171o  the  town  of  "Weston  was  tab  n 
from  her,  and  in  173S  the  town  of  Waltham;  and  others 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  have  taken  from  her  tcrritor)  ; 
and  now  they  ask  that  they  should  not  as  a  town  be 
entirely  blotted  from  the  map.  It  is  one  of  the  old  land- 
marks, having  been  .settled  in  1630.  Its  history  is  the  his- 
tory of  our  country.  It  was  here  the  Provincial  Congress 
assembled  after  the  battle  of  Lexington  and  Concord,  with 
Joseph  Warren  as  its  president,  and  here  he  buckled  on 
the  sword  and  marched  to  Bunker  Hill  and  offered  up  bis 
sacred  blood  for  the  cause  of  liberty.  The  first  suggestion 
against  the  use  of  tea  was  made  at  a  town  meeting  in  this 
place.  Mr.  President,  in  those  "  times  that  tried  men's 
souls,"  no  community  contributed  more  freely  both  their 
blood  and  treasure  than  did  the  citizens  of  this  old  town. 
Should  it  now  be  forgotten  ?  Where  is  the  senator  that 
would  advocate  the  dismemberment  of  Lexington  or  Con- 
cord (  Last  year  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  legislature 
to  divide  the  town  of  Plymouth,  and  under  other  circum- 
stances it  might  have  been  acquiesced  in,  the  town  being 
about  twenty  miles  lone,-.  But,  Sir.  it  was  the  first  soil  our 
fathers  trod,  and  it  was  held  sacred,  it  was  not  dismembered, 
and  I  trust  never  will  be.  Wo  ask  of  \  ou  to  have  the  same 
compassion  for  old  revolutionary  Watertown,  and  such  is 
my  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  patriotism  of  this  Senate, 
that  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  do  in  this  matter  all  that  we 
require,  and  that  is  simply  justice. 


SPEECH  OF  EM.  w.  s.  beakenridge, 

O  P    HAMPSH  I  RE, 
ON  THE  BILL  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  TOWN  01?  BELMONT, 

DELIVERED  IN  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  SENATE, 
AprilZ,    LS57. 


Mr.  President: 

The  only  question  for  me  to  consider  in  relation  to  incor- 
porating the  new  town  of  Belmont,  is,  what  will  he  for  the 
he^t  interest  of  the  Petitioner*,  the  Remonstrants,  and  of 
the  Commonwealth.  That  justice  maybe  done  to  all  parties 
is  my  earnest  desire. 

Having  voted  last  year  upon  this  question,  under  what 
I  now  consider  to  be  an  entire  misapprehension  of  the  facts 
in  the  ease.  I  am  anxious  now  to  vote  right  myself,  and  do 
what  little  I  can  to  have  other  Senators  look  at  the  facts 
in  their  true  lit/lit. 

This  desire  would  have  prompted  me  to  present  the 
history  of  this  question,  and  the  facts  connected  with  it, 
senior  hat  in  detail,  had  not  the  Hon.  Senator  from  M  iddlcsi  x 
(Mr.  Hayncs)  saved  me  that  trouble  by  his  very  full  and 
clear  statements,  made  in  his  able  and  eloquent  speech  upon 
this  question,  to  which  I  listened  with  so  much  interest  as 
I  doubt  not  all  Senators  did. 


Therefore,  it  will  not  be  necessai)  for  nic  to  tiikc  much 
of  the  time  of  tlic  Senate;  to  consider  this  question.  I  will 
merely  invite  attention  ton  few  reasons  \\h\  1  shall  vote 
against  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  to  incorporate  this  ncv\  tov\  n  would 
bo  not  only  unwise,  and  inexpedient,  but  exceedingly  unjust 
to  the  towns  from  which  this  territory  is  taken.  The  facts 
in  the  case  show  this  so  conclusively  that  argument  sei  ms 
wholly  uncalled  for. 

One  word  ns  to  the  history  of  this  question.  The  deter- 
mination of  the  petitioners  that  every  Legislature  shall 
spend  so  much  time,  at  so  greal  expense,  in  considering  this 
matter,  notwithstanding  the  thrice  repeated  decision  by  past 
Legislatures  adverse  to  incorporating  this  new  town,  is 
somewhat  remarkable !  1  must  say  it  look-  to  mc  vcr) 
much  lilce  a  determination  to  eontimic  this  tax  upon  the 
Commonwealth,  until  the  object  is  accomplished,  right  or 
wrong. 

It  is  said  that  this  question  of  win  ther  Belmont  shall  he 
set  off  as  a  town  by  it-ell',  is  only  one  of  time,  that  if  this 
Legislature  dees  not  do  it,  another  will.  Now  such  threats 
or  arguments  have  no  influence  over  me.  If  the  act  of 
incorporation  is  right,  lei  ns  grant  it  ;  it'  wrong,  then  we 
should  again  refuse  it.  No  fear  that  others  who  shall  come 
after  ns  may  grant  it  if  we  do  not.  should  have  ail)  influence 
upon  our  action.  Now  the  responsibility  is  with  us,  let  us 
decide  it  upon  its  merits.  II'  we  shall  again  come  to  the 
decision  that  it  ought  not  to  he  granted,  ami  the)  shall  see 
til  to  come  to  another  Legislature,  then  the  responsibility 
will  be  upon  that  body.  We  have  now  to  do  with  it  as  now 
presented  us.  When  they  shall  make  out  an  exigency  for 
anew  town,  1    trust   the    Legislature  will    incorporate  it; 


until  then,  I  hope  no  such  art  will  ho  passed,  lol  whatever 
influences  may  be  exerted,  or  however  loin}  they  may  continue 
to  runic  here  with  their  request. 

Let  justice  be  done  to  all  as  soon  as  asked,  but  never  1  t 
any  amount  of  import unity,  or  the  use  of  any  H«cff«s  whatever, 
prevail  to  obtain  that,  which  though  it  may  benefit  some, 
will  do  great  injustice  to  others. 

How  many  ask  us  for  this  new  town  f  I):)  even  all  those 
who  live  on  the  territory  called  Belmont  ask  it'?  No;  of 
170  voters  there.  40  of  them  not  only  do  not  sign  the 
petition,  but  many  of  th.  m  remonstrate  against  it ;  so  that 
we  find  nearly  one  fourth  of  the  people  in  Belmont  even, 
who  do  not  wish  to  be  sot  off,  while  all  those  in  the  towns 
from  which  this  territory  would  be  taken  are  opposed  to  it. 
—showing  very  clearly  what  the  voice  of  the  people  would 
he,  if  the  question  were  left  to  them.  Xow  shall  this 
Legislature  -rant  what  the  people  would  not,  and  what  they 
say  is  ww/ks/J'  I  think  we  shall  be  disposed  to  say  as  those 
before  us  have  so  often  said  most  emphatically,  to  these 
petitioners,  ••  you  have  no  cause  of  complaint,  and  yon  ought 
to  be  satisfied  to  let  well  enough  alone;  when  yon  show 
that  you  need  what  you  ask.  and  that  it  will  not  injure 
others  to  benefit  you,  then,  and  not  before,  can  your  request 
be  granted. 

The  Hon.  Chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported  this 
bill,  a  gentleman  for  whom  1  have  great  respect,  surprised 
me  very  much  the  other  clay  when  he  took  Exceptions  to 
certain  of  these  remonstrants,  for  the  reason  that  six  of  them 
(he  said)  were  ladies. 

Now  those  ladies,  living  on  the  territory  of  Belmont,  and 
owning  real  estate  there,  were  unwilling  that  this  great 
wrong  should  he  done   to  others  however  much  it  might 
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benefit  tliem;  and  in  all  the  honesty  of  their  hearts,  and 
with  that  true  devotion  to  the  cause  of  justice  and  right 
which  is  so  characteristic  of  woman,  they  s<  nt  up  here  tin  ir 
remonstrance. 

Certainly  I  did  not  expect  that  any  fault  would  be  found 
with  them  for  thus  venturing  to  ask  for  justice  and  right  ; 
and  that  too,  not  simply  for  themselves  but  for  others.  1 
had  supposed  it  was  the  privilege  alike  of  man  and  woman. 
to  be  heard  by  petition  or  remonstram  e. 

Least  of  all  had  I  reason  to  expect  such  objection  to 
these  remonstrants,  as  their  interest  in  this  question  and 
their  property  in  that  territory  could  not  in  any  other  man- 
ner be  represented  here. 

The  taxes  they  pay  should  entitle  them  to  hike  some 
interest  in  this  question.  One  of  them  pays  over  $'200, 
and  ethers  a  large  amount.  Some  of  them  are  widows  w  ith 
children  to  be  educated  in  the  schools,  and  have  they  no 
right  to  be  heard  here  by  petition  or  remonstrance  as  they 
think  proper  ? 

Surely  it  was  their  privilege  to  give  expression  to  their 
views  and  wishes  in  this  matter  which  so  deeply  concerns 
them. 

And  that  must  be  a  bad  cause  which  requires  its  advo- 
cates to  resort  to  such  means  of  di 'fence.  I  presume  upon 
more  mature  deliberation  that  objection  will  be  withdrawn. 
If  the  lion.  Chairman  will  permit,  1  will  suggest  that  a  very 
humble  apology  to  these  ladies  is  the  only  atonement  he 
can  make  for  this  disrespect. 

But  I  have  not  quite  dune  with  the  peculiar  treatment 
of  these  remonstrants.  In  the  same  spirit  in  which  the 
Hon.  Chairman  of  the  committee  spoke  of  them  as  being- 
ladies,  he  intimates  a  doubt  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  si"- 


natures  of  those  who  signed  the  remonstrance,  because  the 
several  original  papers  which  wore  circulated  for  those  to 
sign  who  wished,  were  copied  upon  one,  b(  fore  si  ruling 
them  here.  I  have  the  original  papers  here  upon  which 
is  the  name  of  each  in  his  own  hand-writing.  It  is  worthy 
of  notice  that  the  same  objection  was  urged  by  the  Border 
Ruffians  against  the  petition  of  the  Free  State  Men  of  Kansas 
to  Congress,  for  a  constitution  guaranteeing  to  them  Free- 
dom. Now  I  submit  whether  this  ease  is  so  desperate,  that 
it  is  necessary  to  insinuate  that  these  verj  worthy  remon- 
strants have  forged  names  to  that  document  I  T  will  not 
comment  upon  what  appears  so  very  plain.  But  I  under- 
stand that  the  petitioners  intend  to  show,  that  two  of  these 
remonstrants  by  the  mime  of  Quigley,  have  for  same  reason 
changed  their  minds  and  that  they  have  been  induced  to 
sign  a  paper  asking  to  have  their  names  taken  from  the 
remonstrance.  And  I  further  ham  that  an  attempt  will 
be  made  to  give  the  impression  that  an  undue  influence 
was  used  upon  these  simple-hearted  honest  men  to  make 
them  sign  the  remonstrance.  In  relation  to  that  all  I  have 
to  say  is,  that  Mr.  Fraser,  a  gentleman  living  in  Water- 
town,  sent  this  remonstrance  to  them  by  the  hand  of  a 
little  colored  boy  without  having  exchanged  a  word  with 
these  men  upon  the  subject,  they  took  it  and  after  reading 
it  put  their  names  to  it;  1  leave  it  to  senators  to  judge 
how  much  undue  inllma.ce  this  lad  had  over  these  men. 
But  as  to  the  influence  exerted  upon  these  men  by  those 
who  obtained  their  names  to  the  paper  asking  their  names 
to  he  taken  from  the  remonstrance,  I  will  only  state  two 
facts:  the  first  is  this,  some  time  since,  the  town  of 
Watertown  laid  out  a  road  running  near  the  residence  of 
these  men,— the  other  fact  is  that  about  the  time  these 
men   wished    to  withdraw   their    names    from    the    remon- 


strnncc,  a  conversation  was  held  with  them  by  certain  of 
the  petitioners  us  to  the  probability  of  that  road  being 
built  if  Belmont  should  not  be  incorporated.  I  I  ave 
senators  to  draw  their  own  inferenci    . 

There  is  one  fact  appears  in  this  case  that  is  very  cred- 
itable to  a  portion  of  the  people  of  Belmont. 

I  refer  to  the  fact,  that  some  of  those  living  on  that 
territory  and  owning  the  most  property  there,  mid  who  are 
best  able  to  judge  as  to  the  justice  and  right  of  this 
question,  protest  against  it. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Aery  worthy  gentleman  of  so 
much  wealth  who  resides  there,  the  name  of  whose  resi- 
dence they  propose  to  give  this  new  town,  if  they  ever  get 
it,  has  for  three  successive  years  expressed  his  desire  to 
remain  in  Watertown  where  he  now  is.  If  this  is  doubted 
we  have  his  letters  of  protest  in  his  own  hand  waiting,  and 
these  were  before  the  Committee.  He  does  not  wish  to  be 
a  party  to  what  has  very  much  the  appearance  of  a  robbery 
of  the  towns  from  which  this  territory  would  be  taken. 
He  is  too  honorable  and  just  to  do  this — I  commend  him 
for  not  allowing  self-interest  to  run  away  with  reason  and 

So  much  for  the  remonstrants  upon  the  territory  called 
Belmont. 

Xow  let  us  look  at  the  towns  from  which  this  new  town 
would  be  made. 

Each  of  them  in  their  corporate  capacity,  by  a  large 
majority  of  all  the  voters  in  town  (including  of  course  the 
Belmont  voters)  vote,  to  remonstrate  against  what  they 
believe  a  very  great  wrong. 

They  instruct  agents  to  oppose  it.  The  people  in  their 
individual  capacity  come  up  here  as  remonstrants  and  pray 
us  not  to  do  so  great  an  act  of  injustice. 
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Was  there  ever  n 
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the  people,  as  to  what  is  ju  land   right'!       ■    •     LU< 
who  best  understand  this  question.     Now,  wli  Li   ihe  pcop.c 
in  those  parts  of  the  old   towns  who  would  remain   there, 
should  the  new  town  be  set   off,  manifest    so   much  desire 
not  to  he  thus  injur,  d  In  the  prop.n   d  division,  it  is  pleas 
ing  as  I  have  before  intimated,  to   lind  so   many  of  those 
living  on  the  Belmont  territory  desirous   of  having  jus' 
donc-thcy  know  that  to  set  off  those  parts  of  tlics, 
towns    as    proposed,  would    do    an    irreparable 
them;   and  their  sense  of  justice  will   not   alio 
remain  indifferent  while  the  outrage  is  being  per; 
All  honor  to  thou. 

The  division  of  these  towns  takes  away  the  means,  u  ithout 
diminishing  the  expense  in  my  just  proportion. 

Pet  us  look  at  this  fact  for  a  moment,  'lhc  people  ol 
Watertown  as  they  are  new  united  with  the  Belmont  dis- 
trict, if  the  valuation  of  their  property  was  divided  among 
00  19;  if  Belmont  is  set  oh. 
i  have  each  S'S-'li  10;  whih 
,t    ivmdtl   each   luivi 


them,  would  each  reeeivi 

those  left  in  Watertown 

those  who  would  beset  off  to   Belmont   would   each 

$1  6G7  58.     This  shows  the  proportion  of  the  means 

would  have  of  paying  the  expens 

Belmont  would  have  more  t 

remaining  in  Watertown.     And  that,  too,  when  Watertown 

would  have  all  the  bridges,  the  most  expensive  roads,  and 

other  expenses  in   proportion,  whil 

them  so  much  of  the  means  of  pa 
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I  believe  honorable   Senators  at   ll 
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Ao-ain,  they  take  the  best  land  !     They  take  Fresh  1  ond, 
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which  is  much  more  valuable  than  land.  These  58.',  acres 
of  pure  fresh  water  arc  of  exceed  in//  //real  value.  In  what 
light  does  this  view  of  these  facts  pn  si  til  this  question  ! 

Here  we  see  these  discontented,  dissatisfied  joint  owners 
of  the  good  old  homestead,  not  only  desirous  to  dissolve  the 
family  connection,  but  in  leaving  they  wish  to  take  much 
more  than  their  share  of  the  property,  while  they  leave  the 
expenses  of  the  establishment  for  others  to  pav.  And  thev 
conic  up  here  and  ask  us  for  permission  to  dissolve  part- 
nership in  this  manner,  and  thus  obtain  the  sanction  of  the 
Legislature  to  this  scheme  of  injustice.  Not  satisfied  with 
being  told  so  often  by  past  Legislatures  that  this  could  not 
be  done,  because  unnecessary  and  unjust,  -till  they  insist 
upon  division. 

Once  more — Belmont  Mould  not  only  take  one-third  of 
the  lands,  and  those  the  hcstt— but  of  the  two-thirds  left, 
303  acres  are  not  available — not  a  cent  of  income  from 
them.  For  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  designed,  they 
are  of  great  value  and  honor  to  the  town,  but  not  a  penny- 
is  obtained  from  them  towards  paying  the  expenses  of  the 
town.     I  refer  to  the — 

116  acres  of  Mount  Auburn  Cemetery, 
75     "       "'   Charles  River, 
GO      "       "    Arsenal  Grounds, 
7     -       "   Marsh, 
7      "       "    Catholic  Cemetery. 
32     '•       "   Cambridge  Cemetery,  (set  off  to  C.) 
6     "       "   other  Grave  Yards. 

303  acres  not  taxable. 
In  the  face  of  all  these  facts,  the   committee  say   that 
•' this  division  will  do  no  injury  to  the  old   towns."     Now, 
I  submit,  what  are  we  to  think  of  such  a  statemi  nt  ' 
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r  which 

.gc  of  doing  to  those 
I  And  when  I  speak 
,  do  this,  of  course  I 
ortli 


Through  what  medium  they  saw  those  unqucstion.  diacts, 

t   l-  ,,,,i -  i„iiw,  .,n\  charge;  of  evil  intent 
I  cannot  imagine.    1  do  not  oun«  an}  ui.u0 

upon  that  committee.     I  only  wonder  what  magic  spell  was 
upon  them  to  obscure  their  vision,  when  looking  at  tee 
plain  matters  of  fact,  which  so  clearlj  show  the  great  injus- 
tice to  these  old   towns,  which  it  is  proposed   to  divide 
But  what  is  the  excuse  for  this  divis 
the  people  of  Belmont  ask  the  pnv 
towns  in  which  they  arc  now  locate 
of  the  Belmont  people  as  wishing 
nu,;in  t0  make  honorable  exception  of 
remonstrants,  who  live  there,  and  who  protest  against  this, 
to  their  honor  be  it  said. 

But  why  do  the  petitioners  ask  for  this  injury  to  then- 
old  neighbors  and  friends?  Have  they  ill-treated  these 
petitioners  in  any  manner  ami  thus  given  the  least  shadow 
of  an  excuse  for  it  1  Are  they  suffering  mi,  great  hardships 
or  grievances,  as  they  are  . 
Not  a  particle  of  evidence 
It  is  in  testimony  that 
for,  of  schools,  school-houses, 
modation  desired. 

But  all  this  will  not  satisfy  them. 

They  do  not  wish  to  remain  at  home,  and  go  they  must 

and  will  if  they  can  get  away. 

When  remonstrated  with  as  to  leaving  in  such  a  manner, 

and  thus  bringing  such  a  calamity  upon  the  otl^  members 
0f  the  old  family,  their  reply  is,  you  have  had  the  benefit  of 

our  society  long  enough-we  -are  not   tor  y, 

stead— yve  intend  to  set  up  for  ourselces.^ 

When  asked  how 
bYtll0SC  they  leave  in  Watertown,  the  answer  is,  '•  "Water- 


town  ought  to  lio  sunk."  [  quote  tlic  exact  expression  as 
testified  to  before  the  committee.  1  only  introduce  it  here 
to  show  the  spirit  of  these  discontented  brethren,  who  not 
satisfied  with  receiving  all  they  have  ever  ask<  d,  i  \ccpt  tl lis 
privilege,  being  set  oif  by  themselves,  arc  bound  to  enter 
this  land  speculation  any  how — even  if  it  brings  ruin  upon 
the  remaining  members  of  the  old  family. 

Another  witness  bi  fore  the  committee  lost  no  opportunity 
to  ascribe  a  had  motive  for  every  act  done  by  \Vatcrtown  to 
benefit  the  people  in  the  Belmont  district. 

Well,  this  is  another  illustration  of  how  many  have 
cause  to  mourn  over  the  fact,  that  all  their  efforts  to  do  the 
best  they  can  for  others  are  not  onl\  not  appreciated,  but 
even  their  motives  are  misinterpreted  and  misrepresented. 

Permit  me  now  to  notice  a  few  statements  in  the  Report 
of  tin-  committee. 

On  page  six  they  sa\  that  u  So  coral  old  residents  upon  the 
territory  testified  that  such  was  the  distance  and  inconve- 
nience of  the  public  schools  there,  thai  the}  rarely  availed 
themselves  of  them." 

Now  these  several  old  residents  \ivcjust  tic  >.  The  young- 
est child  of  one  is  30  years  old.  Strai  .  that  this 
old  resident  does  not  avail  himself  of  the  privilege  of  send- 
ing his  children  to  school.  Is  it  not  I  Should  we  not  take 
his  case  into  special  consideration  and  try  to  give  him  n 
school  nearer ( 

The  other  old  resident  does  send  to  school. 

I  only  give  this  as  a  sample  of  the  wa\  this  mutter  is 
presented  to  us  in  the  report.  It  show-  exactly  how  much 
there  really  is  in  the  peculiar  hardships  and  inconveniences 
they  pretend  to  suffer  in  Belmont.  And  this  legislature  is 
asked  to  provide  a  remedy;    really  I  look  upon  this  whole 


matter  of  an  exigency  for  a  new  town  on  account  of  a 
necessity  for  greater  privileges  than  they  now  enjoy  or  may 
as  they  are,  if  they  wish,  as  the  greatest  hoax  thai  was  ever 
attempted  to  be  palmed  off  upon  any  legislative  body. 

Again,  in  the  report  on  page  eight  the  commits  e  say,  "  The 
main  road  through  the  proposed  now  town,  is  alternated) 
on  one  and  the  other  side  of  the  line  between  West  Cam- 
bridge and  Watcrtown."  Some  1500  feet  of  that  road  is  1 
believe  in  Watcrtown;  but  how  is  it  with  the  road  at  the 
South-east  eomer  of  what  would  be  Belmont  if  set  oft"! 
They  propose  then  to  do  precisely  the  same  thing  they  com- 
plain of  in  the  report.  The  main  road  leading  to  Watcrtown 
is  for  about  the  same  distance  opposite  Mt.  Auburn,  within 
the  proposed  new  town — so  much  for  consistency  in  their 
complaints. 

Again,  on  the  same  page  of  the  report  is  this  very 
remarkable  statement,  -It  appears  to  the  committee  that 
there  was  comparatively  little  intercourse  between  this  si  c- 
tion  and  the  villages  of  Watcrtown  and  AVest  Cambridge, 
and  that  there  existed  an  alienation  of  feeling." 

And  is  it  so  I  Have  the  Belmont  people  chosen  to  have 
little  to  do  with  their  old  neighbors  and  friends  >.  Whose 
fault  is  it  if  Belmont  does  not  wish  to  associate  with 
Watcrtown  and  West  Cambridge  I 

Now  on  the  part  of  those  inhabitants  of  Water  town  and 
West  Cambridge  who  would  lie  left  in  those  towns,  by  the 
proposed  division,  there  is  no  alienation  of  feeling.  If  it 
exists  any  where  it  is  all  on  the  part  of  those  determined  to 
go  off. 

As  I  have  before  shown,  these  towns  have  done  all  they 
could  to  keep  harmony  in  the  family, — have  granted  all  the 
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requests  of  these  discontents, — indulged  them  in  every  waj 
and  this  is  the  result — this  is  the  reward  lor  it. 

The  ingratitude  of  this  is  so  plain.  I  will  not  dwell  upon 
it.  These  petitioners  will  nut  lie  pleased  with  anything 
that  can  he  done  for  them,  except  to  hi  them  have  their 
own  way,  even  though  it  be  great  injustice  to  othi  rs. 

But  they  urge  that  if  they  arc  permitted  to  go  and  he  rid 
of  those  at  home,  they  will  be  better  off.  Are  they  the  only 
persons  'who  have  thought  it  a  lino  thing  to  leave  a  good 
home  without  good  cause  '. 

But  they  think  the  lands  in  that  territory  would  ho 
increased  in  value  by  taking  so  much  of  the  wealth  of 
these  old  towns  and  fencing  it  in  for  their  own  use. 

Suppose  it  would!  Shall  they  ho  permitted  to  do  so 
great  injustice  to  the  many  tor  the  sake  of  the  few? 

Would  this  he  wise?  or  just,  or  can  it  be  expedient! 
No,  it  cannot  be  ! 

Now  one  word  as  to  the  policy  of  this  State  in  creating 
new  towns. 

What  is  the  history  of  Massachusetts'  legislation  in  this 
particular  I 

Of  the  331  towns  and  cities  iu  this  commonwealth, 
78  were  incorporated  before  1700 

193      u  ••  between       1700   &    1S00 

GO      "  "  since  LSOt) 

Now  the  committee  say,  on  page  two,  that  7  I  towns  have 

been   incorporated  in  tin?   last  56   years ince   1S00,   and 

about  that  proportion  in  the  century  proceeding. 

The  truth  is.  there  have  been  but  60  of  all  sizes. 

Of  these  00,  28  were  incorporated  since  1830,  and  these 
principally  on  account  of  the  changes    produced   by    lluil 
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Roads.  This  discrepancy  between  the  reports  and  the  facts 
of  history,  I  am  unable  to  account  for.  I  shall  look  with 
some  interest  for  an  explanation  from  the  committee  when 
the  Hon.  Chairman  has  the  floor  again  on  this  qm 

Then  as  to  the  increase  in  the  ccntun  preceding  being 
in  about  that  proportion. 

Now,  by  the  rules  of  the  arithmetic  they  taught  me,  up 
in  the  rural  district  school,  it'  GO  was  the  increase  of  new 
towns  in  56  years,  at  the  same  rate  the  increase  in  100 
years  would  be  101  and  a  fraction,  instead  of  193  the  real 
number  added  in  that  century.  Here  is  a  mistake  of  onl) 
86!  How  wonderfully  correct  !  Are  we  to  take  this  as  a 
fair  sample  of  the  rest  of  the  report  !  I  leave  that  for 
others  to  judge ! 

I  was  speaking  of  the  policy  of  Massachusetts  in  incor- 
porating new  towns.  It  has  been  eminently  conservative. 
I  think  that  is  the  true  policy, — the  only  sate  rule  of  legis- 
lation. A  very  strong  case  must  be  made  out  for  a  divi- 
sion,— something  more  than  the  mere  caprice  of  &  few,  who 
wish  to  be  by  themselves  and  not  associate  with  their  uUi 
friends. 

It  has  been  required  of  those  wishing  to  be  set  oft*  as  a 
new  town,  to  show  either  such  isolation  as  that  it  was  very 
inconvenient  and  attended  with  great  expense  to  remain 
where  they  were  or  it  has  been  necessary  to  show  that 
there  was  actually  a  town  already  existing;  with  something 
more  than  a  t'r\\  houses,  and  a  few  wealthy  people!  And 
here  permit  me  to  remark,  that  I  find  no  fault  with  a  man 
because  he  is  rich, — neither  are  those  who  are  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  be  poor,  to  be  despised  for  that, — wealth  has 
nothing  to  do  with  character.  The  humble  peasant  in  his 
cottasre,  and  the  rich  man  in  his  palace  are  alike  entitled  to 


respect,  other  tilings  being  equal.  Bui  wc  were  inquiring 
as  to  Belmont  actually  existing  as  a  town.  11. m  is  it  with 
this  little  would  be  town?  without  even  a  village  or  a 
business  centre, — nor  a  cluster  of  houses  even— no  cotton 
or  woollen  manufacturing  establishments  to  make  a  town. 

Have  they  any  claim  to  be  considered  as  a  town  actually 
existing? 

Tt  does  not  so  appear  to  me. 

We  have  shown  they  are  not  suffering  any  grievance  as 
now  situated.  The  ana  of  the  towns  to  which  they  belong 
is  so  small  that  all  must  be  within  a  short  distance  of 
schools  and  possess  all  their  facilities  of  business. 

Is  here  an  exigency  for  a  new  town  I 

Never  has  there  been  a  new  town  incorporated  where 
there  was  so  little  need  of  one;  and  heme  the  wise  conclusion 
of  the  legislatures  of  three  successive  years,  each  of  which, 
after  a  very  careful  examination  of  the  tacts  referred  to,  not 
to  grant  so  unwise,  inexpedient,  and  unjust  a  request  as  the 
act  of  incorporating  Belmont.  The  unreasonableness  of  the 
prayer  of  the  petition.— the  absence  of  any  good  cause  for 
complaint  as  to  their  present  .situation.— the  great  injus- 
tice and  wrong  that  would  be  dour  to  those  remaining 
in  the  towns  from  which  this  territory  would  be  taken, 
these  facts  are  so  apparent  that  I  cannot  believe  we  shall 
grant  any  such  request  as  asked  for  in  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners, — I  certainly  shall  vote  against  it.  < 


SPEECH  OF  EON.  E.  S.  POOR, 

OF  ESSEX,  OX  THE  BILL  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  TOWN  OF 
BELMONT.  DELIVERED  IN  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  SENATE, 
APRIL  2,  1857. 


Mr.  President: — The  time,  Sir.  lias  at  last  arrived,  when 
I  may  claim  the  right  to  the  floor,  not  only  to  defend  the 
Bill  before  the  Senate,  but  to  defend  myself,  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  chairman,  from  the 
false  and  malignant  charges  which  have  been  brought  against 
them. 

When  this  [Jill  was  first  presented  to  the  Senate.  1  was 
fully  conscious  that  it  would  give  rise  to  an  exciting  discus- 
sion. 1  was  also  fully  conscious,  judging  from  the  past, 
that  it  was  a  Bill  of  such  a  nature  as  to  subject  the  (  tommit- 
tce  who  reported  it  to  malignant  abuse,  harsh  reproaches, 
and  false  imputations  from  parties  interested  in  opposing 
the  measure.      for  this,  Sir,  I  was  fully  prepared. 

But,  Sir.  T  did  not  expect  that  any  senator  at  this  board 
would  so  far  forget  the  dignity  of  his  position,  and  the 
courtesy  due  to  his  fellow  senators,  as  to  declare,  by  insinu- 
ating and  indefinite  charges,  that  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Towns  were  guilty  of  bribery  and  corruption. 

My  associate  on  the  Committee,  the  honorable  senator 
from  Bristol,  has  thought  it  better  to  treat  the  imputation 
with  silent  contempt.  I  know  that  others  are  of  the  same 
opinion,  but  I  choose,  Sir,  to  take  a  different  course. 
While  I  am  confident  that  but  few,  if  any,  of  my  brother 
senators  believe   the   accusations  cast  upon   the  Committee, 


yet  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubl  but  thut  the  honorable 
senator,  with  his  customary  magnanimity,  will  regard  silence 
0:1  my  part  as  an  acknowledgment  of  guilt,  and  will  pro- 
claim it  as  such.  I  therefore  shall  meet  the  charge*,  and 
defend  the  Committee  in  the  same  open  and  public  manner 
as  that  in  which  they  were  assailed. 

What,  Sir,  is  the  charge  of  which  this  Committee  arc  ac- 
cused! It  maybe  said  that  the  accusations  against  the 
Committee  are  made  by  intimations,  and  in  indefinite  terms ; 
yet  the  gentleman  was  well  understood!  He  has  schooled 
his  voire  so  well,  that  by  an  intonation,  he  can  speak  his 
meaning,  and  expose  the  deepest  recess  of  his  heart. 

Xo  one  at  this  hoard  had  a  doubt  but  that  the  senator 
from  Middlesex  intended  to  accuse  the  Committee  of  having 
been  actuated  by  corrupt  influences  in  reporting  this  Hill. 
He  said  in  words,  they  lead  been  influenced  b)  "champagne 
suppers,"  by  tone  and  gesture,  he  said  more. 

Wherever  I  turn,  Sir,  I  hear  of  tins  accusation  of  bribery 
and  corruption  !  It  is  published  in  the  daily  papers,  and 
circulated  in  all  parts  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  follows 
me  to  my  place  of  abode,  and  is  there  on  all  men's  tongues. 
It  greets  me  at  my  own  fire-side,  and  my  children  wonder 
what  it  means.  It  pursues  its  slimy,  insidious  course  to  the 
darkened  chamber,  to  the  room  of  the  long  prostrate  in- 
valid, and  there  adds  another  pang  to  the  sufferings  of  a 
tender  and  affectionate  wife. 

This  charge,  Sir.  has  gone  far  enough  ;  and  now.  in  the 
presence  of  this  Senate,  and  of  m\  accuser,  I  pronwuncc  it 
false!     I  challenge  him  to  the  proof! 

Foul  suspicions  are  the  offspring  of  a  foul  and  corrupt 
heart,  I  advise  the  honorable  gentleman  to  reserve  his  ac- 
cusations for  a  more  appropriate  application. 

1  do  not  covet  any  of  the  laurels  he  has  won  in  such  a 
contemptible  and  miserable  attack. 

Had  the  Committee,  Sir,  been  wanting  in  honor,  in  in- 
tegrity, in  a  high  regard  for  principle;   had  they  been  dis- 
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posed  to  barter  their  judgment  Cor  gain,  in  my  opinion  they 
would  not  have  reported  in  favor  of  the  petitioners. 

On  the  part  of  Watcrtown  and  West  Cambridge,  this  is 
a  contest  simply  for  money.  While  they  receive  thousands 
of  dollars  from  Belmont,  ihoy  expend  only  b)  hundreds,  as 
[  shall  be  abb- to  show  before!  sit  down.  They  an;  wil- 
ling to  expend  large  sums  in  opposing  the  establishment 
of  the  new  town  ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe,  thai  by  the 
free  use  of  money,  in  fornn  r  years,  the)  have  prevented  tin- 
passage  of  the  act  of  incorporation. 

It  is  unpleasant  for  me  to  make  any  allusions  of  this 
nature,  and  bad  not  the  Committee  boon  basely  attacked.  I 
would  rather  see  the  Bill  debated  than  refer  to  them  ;  but 
the  gentleman  from  Middlesex,  who  represents  here  the 
towns  of  Watertown  and  West  Cambridge,  must  be  re- 
sponsible, alone,  for  the  exposure. 

In  examining  the  items  of  expenditure  of  the  town  of 
Watertown  for  the  last  year,  1  find  as  follows:— 

Tarbox&Love.joy.Haeh SG   B0 

II.  II.  Holbrook,  Hack ,;   ;!0 

S  L  Uatcheldcr,  refreshment  for  members  of  Legislature,  .  .0  12 
[vers  J.  Austin,  counsel  gainst  division  of ;  town,     .  .  ■    100   00 

,].  C.  Gouch,  against  division  of  town -•'  00 

And  various  cither  sums,  amounting  to -os   ,J7 

This  enumeration  is  a  class  of  expenditures  usual,  neces- 
sary and  proper,  and  to   them  1  make  no  objection.     There 
is  another  item  as  follows: — 
Town    of  West    Cambridge,    one-half  of  expense   in  opposing 

division  of  the  town, '•  W28  00 

This  looks  as  if  it  were  expended  for  some  purpose  which 
they  thought  improper  to  name;  and  1  am  credibly  in- 
formed thai  a  portion  of  it  was  paid  to  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Towns  last  year.  This  I  can  prove  \\  any 
gentleman  desires  it. 

With  what  an  ill  -race,  then,  does  the  gentleman  stand 
here,  and  speaking  in  behalf  of  the  towns  of  Watertown 
and  West  Cambridge,  accuse  a  Committee  of  corruption! 


I  need  only  say  further,  in  defence  of  the  Committee, 
that  they  have  examined  the  merits  of  this  case  with  the 
strictest  impartiality  and  fairness.  Of  this  Committee,  five 
gentlemen  were  members  of  the  House  last  year.  They  had 
heard  of  Belmont,  and  through  misrepresentations  such  as 
we  have  heard  here,  believed  honestly  that  the  Bill  last  year 
ought  not  to  pass,  and  voted  against  it.  This  petition  came 
before  us,  and  as  chairman,  I  advised  that  each  member 
should  endeavor  to  divest  himself'  of  all  his  prejudices,  and 
consider  the  case  as  entirely  new.  and  with  the  strictest  im- 
partiality. 

The  Committee  thus  took  up  this  question,  and  bestowed 
upon  it  their  most  careful  attention.  They  gave  fourteen 
long  hearings  on  the  case,  and  in  several  instances  sat  till 
the  hour  of  midnight.  Neither  party  was  restrained,  but 
permitted  to  present  every  fact  and  argument  favoring  their 
own  side  of  the-  ease.  After  the  hearing  on  both  sides  was 
completed,  the  Committee,  at  their  own  suggestion,  went 
out  and  viewed  the  locality.  And  here  I  deem  it  proper  to 
say.  that  so  mindful  were  the  Committee  of  the  danger  of  un- 
due influences  by  such  a  visit,  if  made  under  the  auspices  of 
either  petitioners  or  remonstrants,  that  they  expressly  pro- 
vided that  it  should  be  under  the  direction  of  all  parties. 
Had  this  same  impartial  rule  been  followed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Middlesex,  when  members  of  tins  board  were 
invited  by  him  to  view  the  locality,  they  would  have  obtained 
a  more  just  idea  of  all  the  pr<  mises. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  prolonged  hearing  and  arguments, 
the  Committee  met  to  decide  the  question.  The  views  of 
each  member  were  secretly  confined  in  his  own  bosom,  and 
to  avoid  the  influence  of  one  member's  opinion  upon  another. 
the  Committee  proceeded,  without  consultation,  to  take  an  in- 
formal ballot.  Though  conscious  of  a  natural  aversion  on 
the  part  of  some  of  the  Committee  to  changing  town  lines  or 
incorporating  new  towns,  yet  I  had  but  little  doubt  of  the 
result.     The  evidence  had  been  full  and  convincing,  and   I 


know  that  men  desiring  to  do  nothing  but  right,  must  be 
convinced.  The  vote  was  unanimous,  and  you  have,  Sir, 
our  Report— the  full,  free,  and  unbiassed  Report— and  I  am 
prepared  to  defend  it. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Middlesex  has  character- 
ized this  Report  as  full  of  misrepresentations,  and  of  decep- 
tive if  not  false  statements;  this,  1  think,  is  the  precise 
language  used  by  the  honorable  gentleman.  If,  at  the  close 
of  this  debate,  the  honorable  senators  of  this  hoard  think 
he  is  correct,  1  do  not  ask  them  to  vote  fortius  Bill,  hut  mi 
the  other  hand,  if  senators  believe  the-  Report  substantially 
correct  and  true  in  its  various  parts,  then,  Sir,  1  do  ask 
their  vote,  and  1  hope  and  trust  it  will  ho  nearly  unanimous. 
The  gentleman's  first  attack  on  the  Report,  is  on  the 
statement  made  that  Waltham  did  not  appear  before  the 
Committee. 

The  gentleman  labored  hard  to  show  (Ids  to  ho  a  mis- 
statement. How  triumphantly  ho  declared  that  ho  had 
presented  a  remonstrance  from  Waltham,  signed  by  two 
hundred  or  more  legal  voters.  And  yet  the  Committee 
think  their  statement  correct. 

If  the  gentleman  had  been  present  at.  the  first  hearing, 
he  would  not  probably  have  called  this  a  misrepresentation 
on  the  part  of  the  Committee. 

The  usual  questions  were  asked,  "Who  appears  for  the 
Petitioner.-,!"  "Who  appears  for  the  Remonstrants V 
The  several  counsel  for  the  Petitioners.  Watertown,  and 
West  Cambridge,  responded.  In  reply  to  an  open  inquiry 
it  was  answered,  that  Waltham  .lid  not  appear,  and  the 
Commit  too  state,  in  the  second  clause  of  their  Report,  as 
follows:  -The  petitioners  ami  the  towns  of  Watertown  and 
West  Cambridge,  appeared  before  them.  &c,"  and  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  same  clause,  in  the  same  connection,  sim- 
ply stale,  that  "The  town  of  Waltham  did  not  appear 
before  the  Committee." 

Dot's  the  senate  think  the  Committee  intended  to  deceive 
tiwin  iiv  this  statement  I 


Docs  not  this  effort  to  impeach  the  Committee  seem  ;i 
little  strained'!  Thus  I  hope  the  first  objection  of  the  gen- 
tleman is  answered. 

The  gentleman  next  stated  that  Belmont  is  wanting  in  all 
the  necessary  elements  of  a  town. 

And  on  this  branch  his  first  charge  is  that  the  Committee 
have  not  reported  the  correct  c<  usus.  Wh)  I  he  asks,  have 
not  the  Committee  reported  the  census  presented  by  Mr. 
Crafts,  for  Watcrtown  I  To  this  [would  make  a  general 
answer.  1  consider  the  dutj  of  a  committee  generally  to 
be  to  hear  evidence,  arrive  at  and  report  results.  In 
this  ease  the  Committee  did  more  than  their  duh  required. 
Knowing  this  to  be  a  ease  likely  to  call  forth  considerable 
inquiry,  they  reported  the  facts  and  reasons  which  led  them 
to  report  a  Bill. 

The  Committee  did  not  deem  il  necessary  to  report  every 
thing  which  came  before  them,  as  the  gentleman  seems  to 
demand.  To  do  so  their  Kcport  would  have  swelled  to  an 
inconvenient  size,  and  I  think  but  lew  would  be  like  h  ton  ad, 
with  patience,  the  full  report  of  fourteen  long  hearings. 
I  think  the  gentleman  himself  would  have  found  it  more 
difficult  than  he  now  pretends  to,  to  discover  the  real  mean- 
ing of  the  Committee  in  such  a  mass  of  materials. 

The  gentleman  complains  that  we  have  adopted  the  cen- 
sus taken  by  the  petitioners.  I  feel  confident  thai  1  can 
satisfy  him  and  the  members  of  the  Senate,  that  we  have' 
adopted  the  most  correct  census.  The  census  presented  by 
the  petitioners  was  substantiated  by  sworn  witnesses,  who 
were  subjected  to  a  most  rigid  and  scrutinizing  cross-exami- 
nation. The  Committee  fully  believed  it  correct.  The  gen- 
tleman thinks  the  census  of  the  remonstrants  should  have 
been  adopted. 

IIow  modest  it  appears  in  that  gentleman,  who  was  not 
present  at  any  hearing,  to  dictate  to  the  Committee  what 
they  ought  to  believe  ! 

The  census  of  the  remonstrants  was  taken, partly  1>\  Mr. 


Crafts,  who  appeared  before  the  Committee,  and  partly  by 
another  gentleman,  who  did  not  appear. 

Let  ns  more  critically  examine  "  Mr.  Crafts'  very  carcfull) 
taken  census." 

His  first  statement  is  that  the  whole  population  of  Wa- 
tertown  is  3,55 S. 

l>y  the  census  of  1855,  the  population  of  Watertown  was 
3,578. 

This  "  carefully  taken  census "  shows  that  in  one  year 
and  nine  months  Watertown  has  decreased  in  population. 
Now,  Sir,  is  any  man  of  common  sense  willing  to  be- 
lieve, without  the  strongest  proof,  that  a  wealthy  town  of 
3,578  inhabitants,  and  lying  within  six  miles  of  the  me- 
tropolis, has  lost  twenty  inhabitants  within  twenty-one 
months?  It  does  not,  to  my  mind,  bear  the  impress  of 
truth,  and  it  is  no  compliment  to  the  good  sense  of  this 
Senate  to  ask  them  to  believe  it. 

The  population  of  Watertown  in  1850,  was  2,837;  five 
years  after,  by  State  census  of  1855,  it  was  3.578;  an 
increase  of  741  persons,  or  more  than  25  per  cent.  This 
would  give  an  increase  of  5  per  cent,  a  year,  or  31-J  persons 
in  21  months. 

It  was  clearly  shown  to  the  Committee,  that  Watertown 
had  not  retrograded  hi  any  of  the  elements  of  a  town  which 
are  essential  to,  ami  correspond  with,  the  growth  of  popu- 
lation, and  it  needed  something  more  than  the  -  carefully 
taken  census  "  of  M  r.  ( 'rafts,  to  com  iuce  the  Committee  that 
she  had  20  inhabitants  less  now   than  in  1855. 

Again : — 

The  foreign  population  of  Watertown,  by  the  last  State 
census,  was  1,049. 

According  to  Mr.  Crafts'  census,  the  foreign  population 
of  Watertown  is  1,419. 

As  Mr.  Crafts  makes  the  population  of  the  whole  town 
twenty  less  than  by  the  State  census,  Watertown  must  have 
lost  at  least  370  of  her  native  population,  and  gained  370 
foreigners. 


But  it  transpired  in  the  cross-examination  that  in  the 
State  census  were  included  sixty  people,  who  were  employed 
at  the  arsenal — but  M  r.  ( 'rails'  census  excluded  tin  in.  ( 'on- 
sequcntly,  according  to  Mr.  Crafts'  own  admissions,  there 
was  an  increase  of  forty  in  the  population. 

I  hope  1  shall  be  excused  if  1  examine  still  further  this 
"careful"  census,  which  the  gentleman  from  Middlesex 
thinks  we  ought  to  have  adopted. 

I  cannot  avoid  it  if  1  would,  for  much  stress  is  hud  upon 

tieularh  to  the  statement  of  the  Committee  that  there  were 
325  children  on  the  territory  of  Belmont. 

You,  Sir,  witnessed  the  tragic  surprise  and  consternation 
of  the  gentleman  when  his  eye  met  this  statement.  He 
called  it  "  absurd  !  "  "  preposterous  !  " 

The  statement  of  the  Committee  is,  that  upon  the  Bel- 
mont territory  there  are  1,101  people,  170  voters,  325  chil- 
dren, a  valuation  of  #1,830,015,  &c,  Sec. 

The  number  of  children  is  mentioned  incidentally  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  and  not  to  enforce  any  argument.  The  gen- 
tleman interprets  it  as  being  confined  only  to  children 
between  5   and    15    years  of  age.      if  the  inquiries  of  the 

money  Belmont  should  receive  from  the  State,  thej  would 
have  named  a  different  number,  but  the  Committee  remem- 
bered that  there  were  some  persons  properly  called  children 
not  included  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years.  In  the 
eye  of  law,  all  under  21  are  children,  but  the  evidence 
included  as  children  all  under  IS  years  of  age.  The  wit- 
ness who  testified  in  this  matter  stated,  that  his  reason  for 
including  those  up  to  18  years  of  age  was.  that  many 
between  15  and  IS  were  then  attending  school. 

The  next  attack  of  the  gentleman  was  upon  the  state- 
ment that  there  arc  two  stores  on  the  territory!  This  was 
the  evidence  before  the  Committee,  and  nothing  was  intro- 
duced   to   disprove    it.       The  gentleman   very    facetiously 
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alluded  to  the  embarrassments  of  the  proprietor  of  the  store 
in  Waveiiy.  It  maj  be  amusing  to  the  gentleman  liim  elf, 
to  taunt  another  for  his  poverty,  Imt,  Sir,  is  it  kind  to  hold 
up  here,  in  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  as  a  subject  of 
ridicule,  any  man  who,  by  losses,  misfortunes  or  embarrass- 
ments of  any  kind,  may  lie  struggling  in  adversity,  with 
perhaps  a  faniilj  dependent  on  him  for  support. 

The  gentleman  certainly  gains  a  laugh  for  his  wit,  but  1 
am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  he  gains  for  his  argument!  Is 
it  such  an  uncommon  occurrence  for  a  store-keeper  to  be  in 
embarrassed  circumstances,  as  to  use  it  against  the  incorpo- 
ration of  a  new  town!  If  the  gentleman  intended  to  show 
that  a  population  of  1,101  persons  in  Belmont  was  not 
sufficient  to  support  a  store  (which  1  most  emphatically 
denv)  even  then,  in  my  judgment,  it  would  be  no  argument 
against  the  Bill.  The  principal  duties  of  a  municipal  cor- 
poration are  to  support  schools,  build  and  maintain  roads- 
and  to  support  the  poor.  Though  1  believe  there  is  a  law 
permitting  towns  to  constitute  themselves  insurance  compa- 
nies, yet  I  newer  heard  that  a  town  must  necessarily  main- 
tain a  store,  except  perhaps,  for  the  sale  of  one  particular 
article. 

Belmont,  Sir,  is  abundantly  possessed  of  all  the  impor- 
tant elements  necessary  to  make  up  a  town  of  the  medium 
class  in  the  Commonwealth.  She  has  a  population  of 
1,101,  which  is  larger  than  that  of  eighty-three  towns  in 
the  State. 

The  next  thing  to  be  considered,  of  almost  cqjial  impor- 
tance with  population,  is  her  pecuniary  ability. 

lias  .Tie  sufficient  pecuniary  ability  to  fulfil  well  the 
duties  of  a  town  government  '■ 

This,  in  my  judgment,  is  one  of  the  most  important 
questions  to  be  considered  by  the  legislature  in  granting  a 
new  town.  A  population  of  1,000  person,  and  51,000,000 
valuation,  other  things  being  equal,  presents  a  stronger 
case  to  mind,  than  a  population   of  2,000,  with    the    same 
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valuation.  And  why1?  Because,  by  the  same  rale  of  tax- 
ation the  smaller  town  is  able  to  expend  lor  town  purposes 
tht'  same  sum  of  money  as  the  larger  town,  or  double  tin; 
amount,  relatively. 

Belmont,  as  senators  well  know,  full)  meets  this  test. 
With  a  population  of  1.101  she  has  a  valuation  of 
$1,836,015,  which  is  as  large  as  main  towns  in  the  State 
of  more  than  double  the  population  possesses. 

I  am  perfectly  aware  that  the  wealth  of  Belmont  has  been 
frequently  used,  and  with  considerable  effect,  sometimes, 
against  this  measure.  The  gentleman  from  Middlesex 
affected  to  sneer  at  the  "rich  fanners."  Their  wealth.  Sir, 
is  the  rich  reward  of  persevering  industry.  Karl)  and  late, 
in  the  burning  heat  of  summer,  and  the  dreary  cold  of 
winter,  they  have  plied  their  incessant  toil.  They  suppl) 
us  with  the  first  vegetables  of  spring  and  summer,  the 
richest  fruits  of  autumn,  and  their  store  houses  groan  be- 
neath the  ice  crops  of  winter.  The)  are  an  industrious, 
intelligent  and  worthy  population,  and  1  cannot  believe 
that  their  cause  is  imperilled  in  this  Senate  because  they 
have  reaped  a  just  reward  for  their  persevering  toils. 

I  think  the  Senate  are  well  satisfied  that  Belmont 
pecuniarly,  is  able  to  stand  alone.  I  will  not  attempt  to 
enumerate  the  various  establishments  and  institutions  in 
Belmont  which  add  in  making  up  the  elements  of  a  town. 
The  Committee  have  reported  them  fully,  and  on  this 
branch  of  inquiry  their  Report  is  not  controverted. 

Having  seen  that  Belmont,  by  her  population  and  re- 
sources, will  be  able  to  take  a  respectable  rank  in  the 
middle  class  of  towns  in  this  State,  the  next  proper  in- 
quiry for  the  legislature  is  this.  Are  the  old  towns  from 
which  she  is  taken,  materially  injured  { 

As  a  natural  consequence,  the  old  towns  of  Watertown, 
"West  Cambridge  and  Waltham,  lose  a  portion  of  their  pop- 
ulation and  territory.  It  would  be  impossible  to  create  a 
new  town  in  thu   Commonwealth   without  taking  popula- 
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up    hero   and  advocab 
1    thought    the  t'iv.ii- 


tion  and  territory  from  old  and  existing  towns,  and  nearly 
every  legislature  of  Massachusetts  has  performed  this  duty 
and  sanctioned  this  policy. 

But,  Sir,  1  consider  it  one  of  our  most  important  duties 
bcforo  incorporating  a  new  town,  to  see  that  the  old  to wii 
from  which  it  is  taken,  are  not  materially  crippled  or  weak 
encd. 

1  would  be  the  last  man  to  stand 
flic  establishment  "I'  a  new  town,  il 
from  which  it  was  taken,  wore  essentially  injured.  _    _ 

Are  the  towns  of  Water*,,™  and  West  ('ambridjje  left  m 
a  weak  or  embarrassed  condition? 

It  will  be  recollected,  when  1  was  iii-t  up  on  tins  ques- 
tion  the  other  dav,  thai  1  asked  if  au>  one  opposed  to  the 
Bill  would  show  wlr.it  real  injury  the  incorporation  oi  1,1- 
mont  would  haw  upon  the  old  towns. 

To  that  inquiry  of  mine  no  answer  has  been  made,  except 
that  the  honorable  gentleman,  faking  the  idea  of  the  counsel 

for  West  Cambridge  in  his  argument  before  the  Committee. 
has  attempted  to  show,  that  l»j  ineorporating  the  town  of 
Belmont,  vou  are  removing  the  legal  liability  of  West  Cam- 
bridge, to' establish  a  High    Sol 1.      If  either   the  counsel 

for  West   Cambridge,   or   the   gentleman    himselt,  had  been 

present  at  all  the  prolonged  hearings,  they  would    no,   ha\e 

made  this  objeetion.      One  of  the  most  intelligent  witnesses 

from  West  Cambridge  staled   in   answer  to  a  question  from 

the  Committee,  as   to  whether   there  was  a  High   School  m 

West  Cambridge,  that  all  the  schools  a 

and    he    thought    the)    did    not    need 

School.      But    conceding   that  a  Lligb    School    is   mod* 

West  Cambridge,  is  she  a  town  so  poor  in  her  res. 

so  blinded  to  her  own  interests,  as  to  think 

until  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  comes  in  and  makes  it  mi- 

pcrative  to  establish  one!      1  can  assure  the  Senate  that  the 

town  of  West  Cambridge  is  abundantly  able    to   establish  a 

Hio-b   School,  whenever  her   people  desire  it.      And   I   say 


liiib 


,t  wait. 


further,  that,  after  the  incorporation  of  Belmont,  the  old 
towns  of  West  Cambridge,  Watertown  and  Waltham,  will 
be  three  of  the  richest  towns  in  the  Commonwealth. 

This  may  be  seen  by  comparing  their  wealth  with  that  of 
other  towns  in  the  State. 

Before  proceeding  to  compare  the  valuation  of  these  towns 
with  others,  it  seems  to  be  necessary  to  meet  one  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman's  objection-,  to  the  Reporl  of  the  Committee. 

The  gentleman  laid  great  stress  upon  the  fact  thai  the 
Committee  adopted  the  valuation  of  1855,  instead  of  1856. 
lie  called  it  suppressing  facts. 

If  the  honorable  gentleman  had  been  as  well  acquainted 
with  this  ease  as  the  counsel  Cor  Watertown,  he  would  not 
have  charged  the  Committee  with  such  a  suppression  of 
facts. 

The  Committee  adopted  the  valuation  of  1855,  because 
it  was  given  to  them  in  the  hearing  under  oath.  The  coun- 
sel for  Watertown  adopted  the  same  in  his  argument.  But 
what  are  the  suppressed  facts  ! 

The  Committee  saA — 


Watertown  lias  a  valuation  of 
Belmont  takes  therefrom 


13,558,700   00 
1,07-1,500   00 


Leaving  in.  Watertown $2,-18-l,200  00 

This  is  based  on  valuation  of  1855. 

Now.  what  is  the  valuation  of  185G,  which,  by  the  way. 
has  but  just  been  published  since  the  hearing  I         . 


Valuation  of  Watertown, 
Belmont,. 


Leaving  in  Watertown, 


$3,03-1,000  no 
1.001,850   00 


I2,7o0  00 


These  facts,  suppressed  b\  the  Committee,  because  they 
did  not  hiow  them,  show  that  the  whole  town  of  Water- 
town  has  gained  3'75,()()0,  and  Belmont  lias  gained  of  it. 
#IG}350,  thus  leaving  in  Watertown.  after  the  incorporation 
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of  Belmont,  #2,542,750,  instead  of  #2,484,200 ;  showing, 
also,  that  Watortown  Centre  is  increasing  more  rapidly  than 
the  Belmont  portion. 

Thus  I  trust  another  of  the  very  deceptive  representa- 
tions of  the  Committee  is  disposed  of. 

I  propose  now  to  show  the  relative  rank  of  the  towns  of 
Watcrhnvn  and  West  Cambridge,  as  regards  population  and 
valuation,  with  other  towns  in  the  State. 

First,  as  regards  population. 

After  the  incorporation  of  Belmont — 

Watortown  will  bo  the  72d  town  in  the  State,  with  2-15  smaller. 
West  Cambridge  "      113th"  ••  •■     20-1 

Waltham  "     "         loth  »  ••  -     302       " 

Second,  as  regards  valuation: — 

Watertmvn  will  be  the  2,3,1  town  in  the  State,  leaving  291  smUTer. 
West  Cambridge  "        21th    "  •■  ••     '  _)93       .. 

Waltham  •■         lath    "  '•  ••        305      » 

1  will  next  proceed  to  compare  the  per  capita  valuation 
of  these  towns,  with  some  other  towns  in  the  State.  1  have, 
selected  towns  for  this  comparison,  which  I  suppose  are 
among  the  richest  in  the  Suite. 

I  have  also  taken  several  counties  with  which  to  comnarc 


The  valuation  of  13elmont  is          .  .         .     §1,830,015  00 
Takes  from— 

Waturlown,       .         .     §1,07-1, 500  00,  leaving  $2,-184,200  00 

West  Cambridge,        .            059,515  00,        '•           2,-111,092   00 

Waltham,           .           .             102,000  00,        "            4,079,300   00 

Valuation,  per  cap ita,  after  incorporation  of  Bclmont:- 

Watertown §841  00 

West  Cambridge, 1,102   00 

Waltham, 660   00 
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Valuation, 'per  capita,  oi  some  other  (owns  and  cities  in 
the  State:— 

Salem SC1C3  00 

South  Danvcrs 50G  00 

Newburyport,        .         .          .          .         .          ■         .  453  00 

Lowell,' 103  00 

Beverly 495  00 

Worcester G75  00 

Danvcrs 361  00 

Ware, -''-  00 

Valuation,   per  capita,   of  some  of  the   counties  oi  the 

State  :— 

Essex  County 8430  00 

Middlesex  County, 515  "0 

Worcester  County, '130  00 

Berkshire  County, 380  00 

Plymouth  County, ;;l'-;  (),) 

Suffolk  County, 1,500  00 

I  show  this  comparison,  because  1  think  it  has  a  very  im- 
portant bearing  upon  this  measure. 

Thus,  it  will  be  sun,  that  in  point  of  ability,  these  old 
towns  of  Watcrtown,  West  Cambridge  and  "Waltham  will 
be  strong  enough  to  maintain,  respectively,  a  superior  town 
organization.  1  claim,  also,  that  the  old  towns  are  left,  in 
many  respects,  in  a  better  condition.  The  old  towns  are 
left,  compact,  united  and  peaceable,  with  united  interests, 
and  well  lilted  to  carry  on  their  gem  mnients.  • 

The  old  towns  are  wealthy,  are  left  with  sufficient  ter- 
ritory— they  do  not  need  the  territory  1"  bring  up  their 
valuation,  and  it  is  nut  depriving  them  uf  am  substantial 
advantage  to  place  it  within  the  limit.,  of  a  in  w  town.  It 
is  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  in  legislation  to  lake  from 
one  town  a  new  one  of  larger  territory  than  the  mother 
town.  Within  a  few  years — in  is! '2 — Somervillc  was  taken 
from  Charlestown,  with  territory   of  more  than   live   times 
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that  left  it.     West   Roxbury,  incorporated  in   1851,  was,  ] 

think,  more  than  double  tlic  size  of  Roxbury.  My  own 
town — South  Danvcrs — incorporated  in  1855,  had  a  larger 
population  than  the  old  town,  and  double  the  territory. 
I  might  name  many  other  cases,  were  it  necessary. 

I  shall  next  proceed  to  consider  briefly,  the  embarrass- 
ments under  which  the  Belmont  people  are  now  suffering. 

While  they  pay  an  animal  tax  into  the  three  ok]  towns  of 
about  $10,000,  they  receive  only  a  small  portion  of  it  back. 
,  They  do  not  have  sufficient  schools,  and  what  they  do  have, 
are  not  of  a  character  to  suit  the  wants  of  the  people.  In 
the  West  Cambridge  territory,  there  is  one  excellent  school, 
but  in  the  WatertOAvn  portion  there  is  no  school  except  at 
Wavcrly,  where  a  small  school  has  been  recently  estab- 
lished. My  associate,  the  honorable  senator  from  Bristol, 
has  shown  this  matter  so  well  and  full,  that  it  is  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  say  any  thing  more  upon  it.  1  must  not, 
however,  forget  to  notice  the  objection  of  the  honorable 
senator  from  Middlesex,  to  the  statement  of  the  Committee 
on  this  point.  He  relied  entire!)  upon  an  advertisement 
of  Mr.  Mead's,  to  sustain  his  objection. 

The  advertisement,  read  with  so  much  unction,  was  true  ; 
but  the  explanation  is  simple.  Mr.  Mead  says  the  house  is 
situated  near  good  schools.  This  house  happens  to  be  better 
situated,  as  regards  schools,  than  alm<  st  any  other  in  Bel- 
mont. The  real  facts  are  that  the  house  is  situated  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  public  school  in  West 
Cambridge,  and  one-half  mile  from  the  private,  school  of 
Mr.  Mack,  in  Watcrtown  ;  that  is.  it  is  within  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  of  the  only  public  school-house  in  the  whole  ter- 
ritory of  Belmont,  comprising  five  and  three-fourths  square 
miles. 

The  Committee  state  that  the  roads  are  too  narrow,  and 
this  is  true,  notwithstanding  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  the  contrary.  It  was  shown,  by  uncontro- 
vertcd  testimony,  that  the  Concord  turnpike,  passing  through 


n,i<  p 

dicy   is 

(liaf    it 

hardly 

dished 

in  the 

hardly 

neces- 

towns 

to  not 

'  those 

towns 

i.  and 

it  will 
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the  centre,  ,vas  only  twelve  feet  wide  in  the  roadway;  that 
testimony  was  confirmed  by  tlio'pereoiial  observation  of  the 
Committee.  The  gentleman  must  have  been  mistaken  wh  .', 
he  measured  the  streets  of  Boston,  if  he  found  none  of  then 
over  twelve  feet  in  width. 

I  next  come  to  the  consideration  respecting  the  policy  of 

past   legislatures   in   forming  new   tow] 

so  palpable,  and  precedents  are  so  abundant    t'h 

requires  notice.      Sixty  towns  have  been   c<  ' 

last  56  years,  or  more  than  one  a  voar.      It 

sary  for  me  to  say,  that  very  man)    of  thes 

compare  favorably  with  Belmont.  '   Sixteen 

ore  now  smaller  in    population   than    Helm 

readily  be  assented  to,  that  many  more   of 

valuation. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Middlesex  has  made  som, 
allusi°»  to  the  policy  of  the  legislatures  of  past  vears  h 
regairi  to  Belmont,  which  requires  from  me  some  attention 
Although  I  do  not  think,  generally,  thai  wo  should  be  to< 
pailicular  in  inquiring  what  has  been  the  action  of  previous 
legislatures,  yet  in  this  case  I  do  not  shrink  from  the 
examination. 

In  1854,  petitioners  had  leave  to  withdraw,  as  I  am  told 
m  consequence  of  their  not  presenting  their  petition  in  sea- 
son. 

Hon  was  it  in  1  855  ?  The  gentleman  states,  that  i„ 
185o  a  Bill  was  reported,  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
nnttee.  without  consultation  with  other  members  of  the 
Committee,  merely  to  please  the  petitioners. 

The  gentleman's  ability  for  misconstruction  was  thus 
exercised  upon  more  than  one  Commit,,,..  n(.  thought  it 
necessary  to  attack  the  hitherto  unimpoachod  Committee  of 


1855.'     He  seems  to  let  fly  hi 
reckless  of  where  they  migh 
ed  with    the  t\ 


mi,  utterly 
tppen  to  be  acquaint 
uairmen  ol  that  Committee.  Tliu)  are 
men  of  honor,  Sh  and  would  lose  their  right  hand  rather 
than  sacrifice  their  integrity. 


n 


[  have  received  letters  from  two  yontlemcn   of  that  C< 
m  it  tee,  as  follows  : — 


Una.  E.  S.  Pooh:—  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Towns 
for  year  1S55,  happened  to  be  in  Senate  Olianilioron  the  2Uthinst.. 
and  listened  Lo  the  discussion  on  the  Bill  to  incorporate  the  Town 
of  r.ohnont.  One  of  the  senators  took  occasion  lo  animadvert 
upon  the  history  of  the  application  to  the  legi  latnre  for  this  Act, 
in  which  he  made  the  statement  that  the  Committee  of  '55, 
after  hearing  the  case,  were  not  disposed  to  report  a  Hill,  hut  that 
the  chairman,  being  importuned  by  the  petitioners  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  to  have  the  case  considered  by  the  1  igislatu re,  pre- 
sented a  Bill  without  consultation  with  the  rest  of  the  Committee. 

In  relation  to  this  statement,  I  would  say  that  is  a  mistake. 
The  Committee  gave  the  parties  and  the  case  all  the  consideration 
which  they  wore  able  to,  without  doing  injustice  to  other  ca  cs,  I" 
conic  before  the  Committee.  After  the  hearing  was  concluded, 
the  Committee  consulted  and  considered  the  case  at  some  length, 
without  any  such  importunities  as  were  referred  to,  and  granted 
a  Bill  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  Committee. 

James  1).  Black, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Towns  for  1855. 

Boston,  March  26,  1857. 

Boston,  March  31,  1857. 

Hon.  E.  S.  Poor,  Dear  Sir,— Having  been  informed  that  a 
statement  has  been  made,  during  the  recent  discus  sion  of  the  "  Bill 
to  incorporate  the  Town  of  Belmont,"  that  the  Committee  ol 
1855,  who  held  a  hearing  of  the  same  ease,  were  not  disposed  lo 
report  a  Bill,  and  that  the  chairman  of  that  Committee  reported  a 
Bill  without  consultation  with  the  rest  of  the  Committee.  I  beg- 
leave,  as  a  member  of  the  said  Committee,  to  state, — 

1st.  That  the  Committee  voted  upon  this  case,  as  upon  all  othci 
cases  that  came  before  them,  in  regular  form. 

•2d.  That  all  the  Committee  present,  at  the  time  of  voting,  ac- 
cording to  my  recollection,  voted  for  the  Bill. 

3d.  That  neither  in  this  ease,  nor  in  any  other  case,  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  undersigned,  did  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee act  without  due  consultation  with  the  rest  of  the  Committee. 

4th.  That  a  majority  of  the  Committee  voted  for  the  Bill,  and, 
if  1  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  all   the  members  of  the  Committee 

J.    I).    RoiilNSON. 
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How  was  it  in  1856  '. 

•Hie  Committee  reported  leave  to  withdraw,  il  is  true  but 
why  did  the  Senate  pass  a  Bill  over  the  report  if  the  Vase 
was  not  a  good  one  ? 

_  The  bill  was  lost  in  the  House  entirely  through  the  ac- 
tive and  persevering  efforts  of  (he  Representative  from  West 
Cambridge,  who  was  also  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House.  1  will  ,1,,  him  the  justice  to  s-iv 
fl»t  ho  did  not  sit  on  the  case  in  committee;  neither  did 
he,  to  my  knowledge,  deviate  from  the  rules  of  honor  or 
propriety. 

And,  now,  Sir,  in  conclusion,  1  desire  to  stair,  thai  it  is  a 
source  of  gratification  to  me  that  I  approach  the  close  of 
tins  exciting  case.  Many  long  and  weary  hours,  both  day 
and  night,  have  1  devoted  to  this  case.  I  have  never  .-iven 
to  any  mailer  of  my  own  private  interest,  so  Ion-  and  ah- 
sorbing  attention.  I  feel,  also,  that  I  have  given  "it  an  im- 
partial derision. 

It.  would  have  been  more  pleasing  to  me,  in  some  re- 
spects, could  I  have  felt  justified  in  coming  to  a  different 
conclusion.  I  have  in  West  ('ami 
personal  friends.  It.  would  have  bee 
me  to  have  clasped  their  hands  in  warn 
than  to  hear  their  reproach  or  see  their  averted  lares;  but  1 

him-  donc  w"*t  see d  to  me  to  be  my  duty,  which  sustains 

>»<'  "nder  any  reproach.  If  I  have  hen,  severe,  the  Senate 
will  remember  that  1  am  only  defending  that  which  is  dearer 
than  life— reputation.  I  hear  no  ill  will  or  malice  against 
anyone,  and  am  willing  to  drop  here  all  strife  of  a  personal 
nature,  and  forget  what,  has  passed. 

I  do  not  shrink,  however,  from  any  further  investigation 
m  regard  to  my  action  in  this  case,  and  am  perfectly  con- 
scious that  I  can  meet  and  refute  any  accusations  that  may 
be  brought  against  me. 

I  have  reviewed  the  attacks  of  the  gentleman  from  Mid- 
dlesex upon   the   Report   of  the  C  nun 
and  answered  him  in  every  particular. 


ly    warm 
asant  for 


:,  an  I    have  met 


1!) 


The  Senate  of  1851  arc  now  about  to  decide  this  qu  Lion 
Would  you  sn  lain  the  can  ..■  of  ju  tice'!  Would  you 
promote  individual  freedom  I  Would  you  culm  the  wave: 
of  a  strife  which  agitate  one  of  the  finest  portions  of  our 
Commonwealth'?  Would  you,  finally,  sustain  your  Com- 
mittee against  harsh  and  unjust  ac  usali 

Would    you   do   all    this?   then    pass    this    I  Jill ;  give  to 
these  worthy  petitioners  who  have  ])li  a. 1  In         r  Ion 
the  right  to  govern  themselves  mm  ,] 

1  assure  you  in  after  wars  it  \\ 

tion  and  pride  that  juu       :  . :  i    ,:    of  i 

of  the  finest  towns  in  U,-   .(>„d  old  Conn 
sachusetts. 


speech  or  iion.  iiugii  \y.  gheene, 

OF  FllANKLIX, 
ON  MOTION  TO  UECONSIDKK  THE  V'UTK 


Bid  to  Incorporate  the  (Totun  of  k1 


WAS     REFUSED     A     THIRD     HEADING, 

Drlkcml  April  S,    LSG7. 


Mr.  President: 

When  this  bill  was  refused  a  third  rending  the  other  day, 
I  hoped  that  no  reconsideration  would  be  moved — entertain- 
ing as  T  did,  ami  as  I  now  do,  the  conviction  that  it  will 
only  result  in  a  second  denial  by  an  increased  majority.  1 
am  informed  that  the  object  of  this  motion  was  to  afford 
the  petitioners  an  opportunity  to  shed  new  ligh!  upon  the 
minds  of  those  Senators  who  voted  against  the  bill,  and  to 
take  them  over  the  territory,  in  the  hope  of  changing  their 
views — an  investment  which  I  hardly  think  will  be  found 
to  pay;  and  which  may  not,  perhaps,  be  thought  to  be 
entirely  consistent  with  propriety,  as  it  seems  to  imply  that 
Senators  voted  without  a  due  and  proper  kifowlcdgc  of  the 
question.  The  proper  time  for  the  petitioners  to  have  done 
this,  was  before  the  question  was  taken,  as  I  do  not  under- 
stand it  to  be  claimed  that  any  new  facts  lane  been  devel- 
oped or  any  new  evidence  discovered.  It  seems  like  asking 
a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  that  the  jury  did  not  understand 
or  appreciate  the  evidence. 


I  desire  to  say,  Mr.  President,  that  I  have  the  highest 
respect  and  regard  lor  the  Committee  who  reported  this 
bill,  and  the  utmost  confidence  in  their  integrity.  1  know 
that  they  have  given  to  this  ease  a  long  and  patient  hearing, 
and  that  they  haw  honestly  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
this-buT  ought  to  pass.  Thus  much  I  am  happy  to  admit- 
but  1  cannot  concede,  what  has  been  claimed,  thai  because 
this  report  was  made  unanimously,  therefore  it  ought  to  be 
sustained — on  the  contrary,  it  ought  to  stand  or  fall  upon 
its  merits.  The  province  of  a  committee  is  to  ascertain 
and  report  facts,  accompanied  by  their  opinion — the 
province  of  the  Senate  is  to  judge  of  those  facts  and  that 
opinion.  The  members  of  this  committee  lay  no  claim  to 
inspiration — they  are  like  the  rest,  of  us.  weak  and  fallible 
men — subject  to  error — liable  to  be  deceived — and  in  this 
case  I  fear  they  have  been  deceived  by  those  more  inter- 
ested, if  not  less  scrupulous,  than  thcnisi  his.  This  report, 
therefore,  is  simply  their  opinion — nothing  more — nothing 
less — and  worth  no  more  than  the  opinion  of  any  other 
members  of  the  Senate  given  under  similar  circumstances. 

This  is  a  Ojucstion,  Mr.  President,  of  vital  importance  to 
the  towns  proposed  to  be  dismembered,  and  also  of  impor- 
tance as  indicating  the  policy  of  the  State,  and  before  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  granted,  they  should  he  required 
to  establish  two  positions— -first,  that  the  interests  of  the 
petitioners  imperatively  require  the  change;  and  secondly, 
that  the  rights  and  interest  of  the  remonstrants  will  not  lie 
thereby  injured  to  an  unwarrantable  extent.  Neither  of 
these  propositions  has  been  established  to  my  satisfaction ; 
the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  petitioners,  and  I  submit  that 
they  have  entirely  failed  to  make  out  a  case.  I  can  see  no 
necessity,  present  or  prospective,   for  the  incorporation  of 
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the  town  ofBclmonl  ;  ami  [cannot  fail  to  hoc  thai  its  incor- 
poration will  lir  an  act  of  gross  wrong  and  injustice  to  the 
towns  out  of  which  ii  is  proposed  to  b<  formed.  To  . 
establish  their  claim,  the  petitioners  are  bound  to  show  a 
great  and  overpowering  necessity.  We  are  here  to  legislate 
for  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number,  and  not  for 
the  great  good  of  the  few,  at  the  expense  of  the  manv. 
1  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  be 
greatly  beneficial  to  the  land  speculators  who  originated, 
and  who  engineer  it.  I  have  no  doubt  thai  it  would  lift 
Waverly  stock  out  of  the  slough  of  despond  in  which  it 
now  rests,  and  help  to  build  up  one  more  of  those  bubbles 
which  expand  for  the  benefit  of  the  few,  at  the  expense  of 
the  many.  But  in  this  matter  we  are  to  legislate,  not  for 
the  interests  of  State  street,  but  for  the  protection  of  the 
old.  respectable  and  substantial  towns  of  West  Cambridge, 
Watertown  and  Waltham,  who  earnestly  beseech  us  to 
heed  the  admonition  of  scripture,  and  "remove  not  the 
ancient  landmarks"  for  light  ami  trivial  causi  s. 

The  fallacies  of  the  Committee's  report  were  so  ably  met 
and  refuted  the  other  day  by  the  senator  from  Middlesex, 
[Mr.  Ilaynes]  that  I  do  not  propose  to  occupj  the  time  of  the 
Senate  in  a  general  consideration  of  it.  As  most  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  have  recently  visited  the  territory,  1  will 
merely  ask  them  to  refresh  their  memories  in  relation  to  "the 
principal  and  considerable  village  at  Wellington  Hill,'"  the 
"two  lyceum  halls  and  two  stores"  and  particularly  to  the  "col- 
lection of  ice-houses  "  of  which  the  senator  from  Middlesex 
omitted  to  speak,  and  to  which  1  now  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate.  If  this  hill  was  in  every  other  respect  unobjec- 
tionable, the  line  it  proposes  between  Belmont  ami  West 
Cambridge  would  compel  me  to  vote  against  it.      It  is  one 
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of  the  richest  specimens  of  "sharp  practice"  I  have  ever 
seen.  It  was  ill  evidence  before  a  committee  of  this  body 
the  other  day,  that  any  man  who  go  I  ahead  of  the  North 
Chelsea  people  in  the  mailer  of  kelp,  would  have  to  g<  I  up 
early  in  the  morning — on  that  principle  1  am  led  to 
believe  that  the  Belmont  managers  sit  up  all  night.  1  .■  ok 
at  this  line — why  dues  it  not  run  straight  from  point  to 
point  '.  Does  ir  trend  off  to  the  North  for  half  its  length, 
merely  for  the  privilege  of  returning  towards  the  South  for 
the  other  half?  Are  there  any  natural  obstacles  in  the 
way!  No!— but,  "thereby  hangs  a  talc."  Hereon  this 
pond  is  the  "collection  of  icehouses,"  spoken  of  by  the 
committee,  as  among  the  reasons  why  Belmont  should  be 
incorporated.  When  they  are  filled  with  ice,  they  consti- 
tute a  Aery  valuable  property,  and  pay  a  heavy  tax.  Is 
this  ice  produced  in  Belmont  '. — no  sir.  It  is  produced  in 
West  Cambridge,  secured  by  West  Cambridge  capital,  and 
floated  over  the  line  and  packed,  just  in  season  for  the 
assessors  of  Belmont  to  lay  their  hands  on  it,— truly  a  v<  in- 
convenient and  excellent  arrangement  for  the  petitioners,  if 
they  can  only  get  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  to  sanc- 
tion it. — a  very  good  reason  for  a  crooked  line.  That 
single  fact,  Mr.  President,  ought  to  defeat  this  hill— and 
yet,  sir.  in  my  opinion,  it  is  only  a  fair  sample  el'  the  whole 
transaction. 

Mr.  President,  my  predilections  were  originally  in  favor 
of  the  petitioners,  founded  upon  the  statements  in  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  when  T  made  a  personal 
examination  ot  the  territory,  it  was  with  no  de-ire  to  find 
cause  for  a  change  of  opinion.  1  went  over  the  ground 
with  the  statements  of  the  committee  fresh  in  my  mind, 
and,  it  may  have  been  my  misfortune  or  my  fault,  I  could 
not  ajjroe  with  then;  in  their  facts  or  conclusions. 


The  Hon.  Chairman  of  tin;  Committee  savs,  on  the  ninth 
and  tenth  pages  of  his  printed  speech: — 


tics  ni  a  town  ^eminent'     Tins,  in  i„\   ju  I  ;  m.-iit.  is  one  of  I 

questions,  to  be  considered  l.y  i 

us  senators  well  know,   Ikliv  nuvis  tliis   test.  '  Willi  a   population  uf  1 .101  si,.' 

has  a  valuation  of  si,        .  ieh   is  ua  lai-j,.:  as  manv  t  ,wns  in  I 

more  than  double  the  p  ipulati  up     - 

The  gentleman  evidently  relies  upon  the  population  and 
wealth  of  Belmont  as  anmn:;-  the  weightiest  reasons  why 
the  new  town  should  he  incorporated.  Sir.  1  join  issue 
with  him  on  that  point,  and  I  contend  that  neither  wealth 
nor  population  ought  to  constitute  a  principal  reason  for 
passing  this  bill.  Why,  sir,  to  what  would  the  gentleman's 
argument  lead'?— to  such  a  multiplication  of  towns  that 
Boston  Common  would  scarcely  he  large  enough  to  con- 
tain a  representative  from  each.  The  owner  of  the  prince- 
ly scat  after  which  it  is  proposed  to  call  the  new  town,  if 
wealth  is  to  be  considered  a  "most  important"  requisite,  tnighl 
justly  claim  to  he  himself  incorporated,  for  lie  is  abundantly 
able  to  pay  a  tax  equal  to  the  expenses  of  each  one  of 
many  of  the  towns  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Again  on  the  tenth  page  of  his  printed  speech,  the 
Hon.  Chairman  grows  sentimental  and  eloquent,  and 
says:— 

••  I  am  perfectly  awaro  that  the  wealth  of  B  Imont  ha:  Urn  frequently  used, 
and  with  considerable  ellVt.  sometime,  a-.iin.-t  this  measure.  The  -entlcnian 
IV,, u.  Middlesex  alk,  :,,!   i,,  sneer  at  the  "ri       farm  I  .  Itli,  Sir,  is 

the  rich  reward  ofperscverin"  industry.      luirly  and   late,  in   the  burnii 
summer,    and    the   dreary   eold   of  winter,   they   have  |ili  :d  their  inces;  ml  toil. 
They  supply  us  with  the  lirsl  vegetables  of  spring  and  -,1111,1,1  ,-.  1!  ■■  rirhe.-t  fruits 
of  autumn,  and  their  store-h es  groan  beneath  the  i,  -  1  ro]  ■  of  winter." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  sir,  that  the  pi oposed  limits  of 
Belmont    contain   a   thrifty,    entorprizing   and    industrious 


population, — I  have  no  doubt  their  money  has  been  hon- 
estly earned,  and  I  have  no  sufficient  reason  to  believe  that 
any  of  it  lias  been  dishonorably  spent  in  efforts  to  get 
this  bill  enacted.  I  find  that  six  of  these  individuals  are 
taxed  for  #671,000,  and  I  submit  to  the  Senate  that  they 
must  not  only  have  been  extremely  industrious,  but  equally 
fortunate  in  getting  extraordinary  prices  for  their  early 
vegetables,  to  have  realized  such  fortunes  even  from  "inces- 
sant toil"  I  rather  think  they  plant  in  State  street,  where, 
notwithstanding  the  soil  is  rendered  somewhat  stubborn  by 
paving-stones,  great  crops  are  sometimes  raised — but  the) 
are  neither  vegetables  nor  fruits. 

Another  reason  urged  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
is  the  fact  that  the  petitioners  declare  it  to  be  but  a  question 
of  time — that  they  are  resolved  to  pursue  their  object  to  an 
ultimate  triumph — that  they  mean  to  weary  the  State  into 
granting  their  request — that  they  have  enough  both  of 
money  and  of  pluck  to  command  success.  1  have  no  doubt 
they  have  enough  of  money  and  of  pluck — more  than  they 
have  of  discretion  or  of  tact.  But  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
rather  an  innovation  upon  well  established  ideas  of  pro- 
priety— rather  a  new  mode  of  procedure,  for  petitioners  to 
become  dictators,  and  openly  attempt  to  coerce  this  body 
into  a  measure  which  I  am  sure  the  good  sense  of  a  major- 
ity of  its  members  will  refuse  to  sanction.  Are  threats  to 
control  our  votes?  Are  we  to  vote  not  only  under  the 
importunities,  but  under  the  menaces,  of  these  petitioners! 
If  so,  Mr.  President,  I  ask  the  privilege  of  placing  an 
indignant  no,  when:  it  will  stand  a  recorded  refusal  to 
submit  to  such  an  indignity. 

Mr.  President,  I  went  into  an  investigation  of  this 
subject  with  strong  predilections  in  favor  of  the  petitioners, 
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—  I  have  come  out  of  it  indelibh  impressed  with  the  ron 
viction  thiit  this  bill  ought  not  to  become  n  law.  In  nv 
opinion  the  object  sought  is  not  for  the  good  oi  the  major 
ity  of  those  interested  in  the  matter,  but  for  that  of  a  few 
land-holders  and  speculators  who  desire  to  invest  then 
property  with  a  fictitious  value,  which  is  ultimately  t< 
conic  out  of  the  pockets  of  tic  credulous  and  unwary 
This  bill  cannot  add  to,  or  take  IV the  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  territory — and  I  think  this  is,  pre-eminently, 
one  of  the  cases,  where  it  will  be  better  to  let-well  enough 
alone.  I  should  be  most  happy  to  sustain  the  Committee 
by  voting  for  their  bill,  if  I  could  do  so  conscientiously. 
I  feel  that  in  a  matter  of  this  importance,  where  such  great 
interests  are  involved,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  legislator  to 
disregard  entirely  all  personal  considerations,  and  to  decide 
solely  on  the  merits  of  the  case — and  if  he  doubt-,  to  give 
the  benefit  of  those-  doubts  to  the  existing  condition  of 
things. 

The  Hon.  Chairman  of  the  Committee  in  his  .  marks 
the  other  day,  attempted  to  make  it  a  cause  of  reproach  to 
the  towns  proposed  to  be  divided  by  this  bill,  that  they 
had  expended  large  sums  of  money  in  opposing  it;  he 
charged  that  one  of  them  bail  made  expenditures  it  was 
'■ashamed"  to  have  known.  Mr.  President,  that  is  a  grave 
charge,  and  one  which  should  not  be  lightly  made — it  cuts 
both  ways,  for  it  implies  that  there  was  a  corrupt  recipient 
as  well  as  a  corrupt  disburser;  and  a  gentleman  who  was 
so  much,  and  so  needlessly  disturbed  by  allusions  to  cham- 
pagne suppers,  should  be  more  careful  of  the  feelings  and 
reputation-,  of  others.  Mr.  President,  what  else  could 
those  towns  do,  but  to  defend  themselves  !  If  your  purse 
is  demanded,  do   you  yield  it  without  a  struggle  >.      If  your 
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house  is  claimed,  do  you  give  that  up  without  a  contest! 
These  petitioners  demand  both  the  purse  and  tli  house, 
and  are  the  rightful  owners  to  be  blan  .1  for  resisting! 
Sir,  ii  is  quite  bad  enough  that  the)  should  be  eoi 
year  after  year,  to  incur  these  expenditures  in  the  pre- 
servation of  their  rights  and  proper!)  ;  it  is  quite  too  bad 
that  they  should  be  thus  robbed,  and  then  taunted  with 
their  loss  by  the  Chairman  ot  a  Committee  of  this  body, 
assembled  here  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  citizens  ui 
Massachusetts,  and  to  legislate  Cor  the  good  of  the  man). 
and  not  the  interest  of  the  few. 

Mr.  President,  I  presume  I  need  no;  argue  to  this  Senate 
that  before  the  petitioners  can  be  juslh  entitled  to  a  bill, 
they  must  show  that  the  cxigi  ncies  of  such  of  the  citizens 

are  such  as  to  justify  the  dismemberment  of  that  town. 
if  certain  citizens  of  "Water-town  are  re  >deved,  that  fact 
furnishes  no  reason  why  West  Cambridge  or  'Waltham 
should  be  dismembered,  and  vice  vcr.  ,.  'flare  are  net,  I 
believe,  any  complaints  made  against  Waltham,  and  it 
would  seem  to  be  hardly  just  to  take  a  portion  of  it-  terri- 
tory merely  to  make  the  line  of  Iji  lmont  straight,  when  its 

decided  taste  for  crooked  bins,  if  they  happen  to  include 
ice-houses,  or  other  valuable  property.  The  truth  is,  the 
whole  project  is  a  crooked  a  flair — a  mere  sp<  dilative*  move- 
ment— got  up  and  managed  b)  a  few  shrewd,  enterprising 
men,  but  not  required  by  any  circumstances  which  have 
yet  been  made  to  appi  ar.  All  the  legislation  in  the  world 
cannot  equalize  the  value  of  land  in  the  suburbs  and  the 
villages,  nor  change  business  relations.  Such  matters  had 
best   be   left   to  regulate   themselves.     There   nevei    ivas  a 


truer  adage  thirn  that  «•  the  world  is  govt-niwl  too  n„,«-h  «- 

;'"•'    I   hope   this    legislature   will    deserve    credil    for    no, 

^S  ^rccl  die  statute  1 kvith   useless,  and  wars, 

than  useless  enactments. 

.   Th«  ^mtages  whieh   the  petitioners  expect   to  realm, 

from  this  bill,  arc  at  best  but  problematical— it  is  -, 

'""'t  they  propose  to  try,  which  may,  or  ma>  not^re'sX'to 

tllwr  ^vanta8e_and  if  it  could  be  tried  without   invokin- 

l1"'  aid  of  the  legislature,  and  without  d, 

•tliers,    there    could    be    no    r 


[justice  to 
iblo  objection.  The 
in  and   unmistakable. 


injuries  inflicted  by  this  bill  are  ccrti 

far  overpowering  in  magnitude  all  the  petit 

hope  to  realize  of  good.     For  instance,  it  takes  from   JVes-t 

Camhndge  the  best  third  part  of  its  territory,  one  iifth  of  its 

P0PllIatiou,  and   our   fourth   of    its   taxable    properh       K 

tokos  from  AVatertown   more  than  one  third  of  its  surface 

»earl)  one  fifth  of  its  population,  and  nearly  one  third  of 

its  valuation.      It  takes  all  this,  and  yet  leaves  the  necessary 


iretens    oi     the    tow 


ipi'i-ativcly     liiuvdiKvd.       Th 


',ttai1l"  o<   the  Co.n.niCee  to  solace  these  towns  In  an 
nu:,tirul  calculation   of  the  number   of  scars   i,    will    take 
them   to   make  good    their  losses,  is,  at"  least,  rather  cold 
comfort.      Some   0f  thos< 


calcinations 
mathematically  correct— but  it  is  wit 
not   the  results,  that   I  now  have  to  < 


'    Passcs    forc™    from    their    po itm-thcA  "can 

never   recover   that-and   let    me  tell    you,    Mr.   President 
that  is  a  very  serious  and  important  consideration 

Suppose,  Mr.  President,  that  1  should  call  on  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  at  his  place  of  residence  amNay  to 
1""1   lll;lt    w]™c   I  live  the  schools  are  nol  as  <>ood  ,<  ,'i,,, 


'ght   to   be  (and    1 


1,11   sonj    i  .   s.i\  it  would  be  strictk 


hi 


true.) — we  have  not  the  advantages  of  public  libraries, 
lectures,  &c.  &c.,  that  would  be  for  our  advantage  ami 
improvement — we  have  lands  we  should  like  to  dispose  of 
at  a  large  advance — and  to  enable  us  to  do  all  for  ourselves 
in  these  matters  that  we  desire,  we  need  a  portion  of  your 
property — give  us  one  third  of  it,  and  say  no  more  about 
it — you'll  make  it  all  up  in  lour  years  seven  months  and  a 
fortnight,  and  never  be  the  poorer  after  that  time. 

This,  Mr.  President,  would  be  the  gentleman's  doctrine 
carried  out,  and  yet  I  presume  he  would  not  denv  that  il 
would  take  the  unanimous  reports  of  a  great  many  legisla- 
tive Committees  to  convince  him  of  its  justice. 

Mr.  President,  1  have  no  hard  words  to  bestow  upon 
these  petitioners — they  have  a  perfect  right  to  secure  the 
passage  of  this  bill  by  any  honorable  means.  Hut  there 
is  a  marked  difference  between  their  position  and  ours, 
in  this  matter.  They  are  taking  care  of  their  private 
interests — we  of  the  interests  of  the  State — and  there  may 
he  no  impropriety  in  their  asking,  what  it  would  be  crim- 
inal in  us  to  grant.  Let  us,  therefore,  vote  on  this  question 
as  we  think  the  public  good  demands,  dismissing  all 
personal  importunities  and  considerations.  So  only,  can 
we  faithfully  perform  the  duty  which  devolves  upon  us. 

Mr.  President,  certain  rumors  in  relation  to  the  paternity 
of  this  report  have  been  freely  circulated  about  this  cham- 
ber, and  were  very  pointedly  alluded  to  the  other 'day  by 
the  senator  from  Middlesex,  which  if  true,  not  only  account 
for  its  fallacies,  but  divest  it  of  any  title  to  respect.  1  have 
looked  in  vain  through  the  speech  of  the  J  Ion.  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  for  any  denial  or  notice  of  the  allusions  of 
the  senator  from  Middlesex,  while  I  lind  matters  of  much 
less    importance   very  elaborately   treated.      I  allude  to  this 
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in  no  unkind  or  unfriendly  spirit   to  any  one,  bul   as  to  a 

fact,  if  it  is  a  fact,  which  has  an  important  bearing  mi  the 
case — and  in  order  to  place  it  in  Mich  a  position  that  the 
senator  from  Essex,  if  he  accidentally  overlooked  it.  can 
now  have  an  opportunity  of  putting  it  forever  at  rest. 
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S;,,n'l.  N'oyi-s  Trcas    Wc-I     Hi-I.    Utlaner    ,,rai.l.   Is.M.  ■>;;. 

(xciH'.ral  Sri 1  Coiinniiiec ■  ji-iii'V-  -.  rvirrs,  :•■ 

Dclrno  March,  Tr.-as.  .Mi.1.11,.  Dist.u.v  u.b  ri-iinl  I  -  >-'.    '.-'-'■ 

l-aac  sin,,,..  Trc.ts.  1m-i  Dm.  loward,  ...,  ,in.  iv.o,  i.jn 
Ilcnn  Kussell,  Painting;  We«l  1  >i-I.Sch,,,,l  I  Ions,.,  inside, 

Wal i  S:  Kmerson,   lur   new    Pump  Inr    Mi.1.11.'  IU-1. 

Sainl  Nov.-.  'L'reas.  West  I)i-t.  towards  ^ranl,  Ik.VJ.  IOu 
Denny  P.  Hooker,  cash  paid  fur  Trees   ami  settiii"  out 

around  Nrw  Sri I  House,  !i 

Pinvr  &  Burnliiiin.  work  in  Middlr  Dm.  S,  I I  House,  I 

Joshua  Loarnrd.  lakiuu  census  of  Sri I  C'liil.lr,  n,  7 

II.  ]'.  Page,  work  and  Yaroisl.ims  scttin  ,  <ilas-  See.  on 

Nrw  School  House.  2:1 

Nrw   School    House,  SI 

Oliver  \\.  Dudley,  work  and  Stark  on  Ka>(   Dist. 

Srhool    II, Ml-,'  13 

Newel  Brown,  Stove  from  Kast  Disl.    for  Mi.ldlr    Dist.  6 

Andrew  Cummins,  work  in  P.ast  Disl.  S,  1 1     llonso,  7 

Win.  1..  Sliles,  Stove   iMinilrl  \r    tin    Wrsl   District.  II 

John  II.  Heath,  repairs  on    West    Dist.  Srhool   11, iu=o.  1 

John  Parquhar,  repairing  Slate  on  New  Srhool  House.  I 

S.  D.  Learned.  Sri 1  Books  lor  poor  Children.  1 

Miss  M.  (i.AVhite,  Kent  of  School  Boom  lor  Middle  Dist.  Jo 

Luther  Bent.  Table  for  Srhool  Kooni  in  Mi.l.lle  Dist.  6 
Win.  Horn  Jr.,  work  and    I.un.liei'  lor    S.-I1..0I    Boom. 

in  Middle  District,  29 
Newel  Brown,  Char.  Com.  Kast  Dist.  jrranl    for  repairs, 

aronml  Srhool  House.  I""1 

Thomas  L.Prcneh,  repairs  in  West  Dist.  S.-ho.,l  House,  :l 


Support  of  Poor  and  Highways, 
Amount  paid   Antipas    Jackson    Chairman    of    Overseers 
Town  Orant.  Is.,.'. 
'•     Jalel  Baker.    Note  and    Interest   for    back 
Alms  House, 


Amount  paid  for  Fire  Department 
Amu.  I"!.  <>n-  A.  Train.  Troas.  nl  Engine  Co.  No.  I. 

Granl  for  cleaning  En-rim    N».  I 

••       B.  1'.  I-Vrar  \  C'n.,  drawing  En  lino  lo  Koxluiry  ami  hack, 

••       Bcnj.  Dana.  Kefivslmieiib  I'..,   Engiu-    I 

■■       .!.  W.  Mnurt', 

•'       Charles  Long.  Coal,  Oil  -v.  tor  Ki    ;ii  ■  ■  C  ..  No.  :«. 

Co   \.i-.  I  \  •-',  "   ;; 

..        En-riuo  Co.  Nm    ;i    Kasl  Cambridge  Ibr  B   frclunenl-. 

••       s.  I).  Bul-Ics.  Milk  lor  K.  l.-  «li nis  lui  Engine  C. 

••       Members  of  I'.n-    Co.  No.  1.  one  \ ear's  Jul)   lo  May  1,  '02,        1  lo  U' 


;        Engineers  one  vear's  services  lo  May  l>i.  IS.VJ. 

■       Oliver  Sawvcr.' cleaning  Engine-  N...  1  &  -J.  m.n  month,. 

"        repairs  on  Kngincs  No.  1  \  2,  ^~ 

•  J.  \V.  Magoo,  Befreshmcnts  lor  Knj  ine  Cos.,  2  ISO 

•  Granville  Barnard,  repairing  Ax,    lor  Engim   ami  Irons  Ibr 

Ladders,  -  l  '' 

•  1).  A.Tainter,  Xreas.  of  Engine  Co.  No   :J,  town    -rant  fur 

Cleaning  Engine  one  year, 
■•        D.  A.  Tainter,  Horse  for  drawing  l-'.i  giue   No.  3,1     ' 

'<  II.  P.  Pago,  Tainting  Town  Latl.l 

Joseph  Crafis,  cash  paid  for  Milk  for  Engine  Company, 

■■  Join.  AJams,  Uefre  lum-iits  Ibi   Engine  Cos.  21  >o 

••  S.  L.  Holman,  Varnishing  Engine  No.  .. 

'•  Himncman  \  Co.,  balance  lor  N,  ,\   Kiigi 

■•  l'hilemon  I'riesl,  tlurtv-ei;  l.t  lla-l  Kugil        Co.  N  ..  2.  7  I'.u 

»  T.  (I.  Brvaut,  large  Cl.oeolate  Boiler  lor  ling.  I  o.Xos.l&2, 

«  E.  A.  G.Boulstone.  articles  for  Kngine  Cos., 

-  Granville  Barnard,  repair Engines  &c, 

'■       Joseph  Crafis,  Wash  Leather,  mending  Ja<  kets  and    Pants 

for  Engine  Cos.  I  &  2,  -  ::: 

-  Shclton  &  Cheevor,  new    Suelion    Uose'for    No.  S    Engine 

and  repairing  Hose, 

•■  J, sBov.l  &  Sons,  two  prs.  Bu     ets  lor  I-            Co.  No.  3,  !'  '  U 

»  A.  B.  Rogers,  nine  oil  eloth  Suit,  for    llose.nen  Nos.  1  &  2,  1*00 

»  Wm.  II.  Ingrahani,  12  yds.  Crash  for  Kngine  Co.  I  '■'■" 

'•  Thomas  Patten,  repairs  &e.  for  Kngine  Nos.  I  &  2,  S  11 

"  Roval  Gilkey,  half  ton  Coal  for  Engine  House, 

••  Granville  Barnard,  repaii           1  7  '" 

••  Benj.  Dana.  Bcfreslmients  lor  Km   ine  Co., 

'•  Wm.  L.  Sale,,  Spoons,  Funnel  &c.  for  Engine  House,  ■•  I  • 


•1 

Amt.  pd.  Maiice.  &  Lindlcv.  Refreshments  for  En2im   Cos.,  41  31 
••      Josiah   Hastings',  Printing   By-Laws   and    Regulations    for 

Engine  Cos.,  5  SS 

'■       Hydrant  Engine  Co.  No.  I  of  Cambridge,  for  refreshments,  7  00 

"       Cambridge  Engine  Co   Xo.  1,  furnishing  Refreshments,  8  00 

••       John  W."  Priest,  cash  paid  for  repairing  Lamp  lor  Eng.  Co.,  I  00 

••        [lumieman  &  Co.  repairing  Engines  &.:.  18  37 

••        E.  A.  C.  Roulston.  Cap  for  Foreman  Engine  Co.  No.  2,  4  Jo 
Dexn  r\\  Moore,  Ornaim  nting  four  Bin  kets  for  En  ■  i  i    C 

Xo.  3,  16  00 
•■       John  Attains,  2  Mils.  Crackers  for  Refreshments, 

••       E.  F.  Tainter,  Express  expenses  fur  Engine  Cos.  5  10 

"       B.  F.  Farrar  &  Co'.alrawiuu  Engine  to  Roxburv  and  baek,  5  00 


Miscellaneous  Amount  Paid. 

id.  Win.  Tucker  as  Watchman  and  notifying  Town  29  50 

Robert  C.  Bought,  as  Watehman,       '  18  00 

i:.  F.  Tainter,  Express  services  for  lSjO  and  1  S01,  3  00 

Note,  $2,000,  60  00 
A.  II.  Nelson,  services  in  suit  of  Estate  of  Abel  Phelps  and 

Waltham,  50  00 
Josiah  Hasting,    Priutinu    Town    Reports,    Warrants   and 

Tax  Bills,  "  39  25 

Stctlman  Butlriek  Esq.,  balance  of  County  Tax  1851,  751  .07 

Joshua  Learned,  as  Watchman,  notifying  Town  &e.,  18  90 

Wm.  II.  Dndmun.ns  Watchman,  30  25 
Newton  Bank,  Town  Xoto, 

Royal  Oilkey,  ton  of  Coal  for  town  Hall,  7  50 

Estate  of  Abel  Phelps  for  Taxes  recei\  cd  1S4S  and  IS  10,  IT1'  16 

Cost  of  suit  between  Estate  of  Abel  l'helps  and    Waltham,  345  01 

Assessors  for  making  Town  and  County  Taxes  1852,  1  ! 1 

Miss  Susannah  Slickney,  one  year's  interest  on  Town  Note, 

Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Slickney,  one   year's  inter.  -1   on   Town 

Note,  SI ,250,  GS  7:. 

Lowell  Institution  for  Savings  on  principal  of  -  [i,000,  1,900  00 


Wm.  II.  Dadmun.  as  Watchman  ami  notifying    [own,  18  50 

Geo.  fieri  •■.  one  year's  interest  on  Town  Note,     I, >.  55  00 

Stcdman  Buttriek  Esq.  towards  County  Tax,  1852,  l,i   <"  00 
Recording  Deeds,  1  06 
Geo.  Ri-mis,  -,  rviees  lietbrc  County    Commissioners   on  pe- 
tition of  Ilan 1.  Bridge  Co.,                                                       1 

Miss  Susannah  Siii  kuey,  Town  Note  aud  interest  to  Jan.3,'53  1,272  02 


Amt.pl.  Miss   Elizabeth  A.  Stickney,  Towi     N   '     and  interest 
Jan  :■  1.  'J 
«       Denny  P.  Hooker,  drilling  ami    s,  tting    Grates   in   Wat. 

House  Window, 
"       Joshua  Learned,  as  Watchman  and  nutitViii"  Town  &c., 
'•       John  Tucker,  one  year's  Interest  on   I 
'•       11.  V.  Page,  Painting  Guide  L  iards  and    repah      un     1    i> 

"       Benj.  Dana,  Postage  the  pasl  year, 

••       Wm.  II.  Inirraliam,  one  war's  services  as  Town  (  lerk, 

Recording  Births,  Marriages  \   Dcail 
Heading  Record:  -ix  days, 
"       Joseph  Crafts,  Transcribing  three  Books  Town  i; 

Reading  Records  six  days, 
'•       Thomas  Patten,  cleaning  and  repairing'll.  arse  Harness, 
'•       Royal  Gilkey,  ton  of  Coal  for  Town  Hall, 
■■       Ueimj  P.  Hooker,  furnishing  two  Siom    l'osts  and   setiin 

comer  of  Cross  and  Willow  Streets, 
»       Wm.  L.  Stiles,  sundry  arti.  les  for  Wateh  House, 
«       Autipas  Jackson,  Iron  Grates  for  Wateli  House  Window, 
"       Asa  Pratt,  Mowing  Grave  Yard,  Rimiiii"   Bell  and    retui 

of  Deaths, 
"       S.  1>.  Learned,  Stationery  for  Assessors  and  ./.  Crafts, 
"       Royal  Gilkey,  t  in  of  Coal  for  Town  Hall, 
'•       Samuel  Noyes,  sen iees  as  Collector,  lS.V2,al  1  1-J  per  eel 
••       Samuel  Noyes,  services  as  Town  Treasurer,  1-  >•_'. 
■•     Oil  &e,  lor  Tuwn  Hall. 
'•      Expenses  to  Lowell  twice, 
"       Wm.  Horn  Jr.  repairing  Town  Scales   and  making    (1   ii 

Boards  &c., 
"       Elijah  Pratt,  taking  earc  of  Town  Hall,  Charcoal    &.•., 
Amount  Discounted  on  Taxes  paid  ui  fore  the  lir.-t  of  Aug.  and  N'o 
Abatement  of  Taxes  on  Estate  of  Abel  Phelps,  lsiu  and  lij.il, 
Abatements  on  out-standing  Taxes,  IS50  and  I  i5  1, 
Abatements  on  Town  and  Counlv  Taxes,  1V,_', 


Amount  of  Expenditures  brought  forward.  « 

Amount  for  Schools  and  repairs  on  School  IIousi    .  $3,976 

"      '•     Alms  notise,  :;..:>- 

"        "      Fire  Department  1,671 

"      "    Miscellaneous,  9.SK1 

-Is. -.;:-; 

Out-Standing  Taxes  in  the  hands  of  Samuel  Noyes  to  Collect,  1.1  s.. 

Cash  on  hand  in  the  Treasure,  ] .  i  ■>:> 


Amount  Due  Unpaid. 
School  District,  -,,., 

Couillj    Trca-uivr, 

Knjtine  Co..  .;;,;,„■, 

General  School  Comuiitu-o,  ■  ; 

Interest  at  I...W.-I1,  April  7th,  '.,.;.  ,' 

Bills  ordered  not  paid, 

~:j,li;y   , 

The  following  estimates  have  been  made  for  the  Expenditures 
the  ensuing-  Year. 

Amount  for    Schools,  .-;  

"       •'     Alms  House, 

»      -     Interest  on  Town  debt, 


AOOIl   ueill,  .,,)(!   (.1(1 

penscs,  L,20oou 


Engine  K 

Painting  Town  LIoi.su  m, 
Town  debt  to  be  paid  oil'. 


SAMUEL  NOYES,   '/; ■;■,,  7 

Sirni   B10.MIS. 
LEONARD  SIMM 
DENNY  P.  Hook. 


Town  Debt. 


P.oorgo  Pierce. 
John  Tucker, 


The  above  and  foregoing  accouu 
f  Watertown,  is  correct  and  prop. 


I       1      ! 


Delinquents. 

m.l  ainownl  i>f  lU-Hiiqiu-i.ts   in  ll„.  I'aymi  si 
Saml  Ni.m  ,   i 


Anni 

Oinov, 

Belli 

.ntho'r' 

Brisrli 

Win.  S 

Brow 

Fianoi 

Murk. 

Bri-.li 
Bairo 

Miehae 
\\  illiai 
v-  A.  C. 

- 

Chirk 
('arm 

r.  i 

( 'r;ilv 
Coini' 

Mi.ha, 

i 

Clink 

Jnlin   11 

Out; 

i  Willia 

a 

Conn 

1!  Urine 

Colli" 

Conn 

in  Tlmn 

r  Mi.lia 

T 

I     „„ 

L-an  IV 

Dow, 
Daily 

s.  Natha 
Patrick 

iii-1  1 

Doll,' 

Willini 

,  IT. 

1  Iron 

Falwar, 

Dunn 

Man  in 

Di-'a 

i  Williai 

i 

Franklin  Sain 

101 

Fnlle 

•Ion  .Ian 

lVwk 

<.w" 

Fl-w] 

Parr, 

Fori, 

Firr 

11  John 
s  Franc 

1  Josej.li 
Seth  A. 

&  J< 
-  II. 

(lay 

William 

Co'ul 

1  Josej.h 

-.1, 

Calli 

an  Rilw 

ir<l 

Havi 

o-  Davii 

K(-ih 

Join. 

[..ml 

Kliono* 

■r  X. 

Lear 

led  San, 

lol  S 

Mea. 

ham,  C. 

A 

Man 

lahan  .1. 

Mo  ( 

..rmirk 

M-  Xa.nana 

lerei 

Xioll 

,i*  cm,, 

rl 

Xevi 

,•  Timol 

IV 

Now 

on  KtUv 

n 

Noil 

i  Hitliiu 

1 

01m 

v  Samui 

1 

Park 

s  Jonas 

|sls..,,..\Vi 


Smith  Dennis 
Shino  Ow,  :, 


While  William 

w i  (,„,;;, i,,,-  p. 

Wilson  John 


Wrlel,  1  1„  1, 
Wells  Nathan 
Kiirhio.Iol,,,,  is;,i 


JION  RESIDENTS. 
Batch  Silas  M. 

lii,  hm  Is,  n  (ie'orne  W. 


StoneJan.es 
Fiehls  (inanlner 
Mason  Cvnu 
<>,,i,,i  C.'onre  W. 
I'rink 

I'lvmj.ton  I!al|,l, 
Kit,  hie  Jam,  - 
Dunn  It.  15. 
Parker  Ceor-io 
Waleotl  J.ihcz 
Whito  Warn  n 
Watress  William 
Coul.l  Thomas 
Will, it, -ton  A.  M. 
(jninl  George  W.  1851 
Mason  Cyrns 


Dr.      Overseers  of  the  Poor  in  acct.  with  the  Town  of  Watertown,     Cr 
March  1S53.  March  1853. 


ill'  1  Ira 

rel, 

15  li  ; 

|U:     bill 

p,l.  lor  1 

il'.lill. 

.vji 

I.;iW. 

■_M   IS 

/ 

!  1      ' 

L'milm 

■(.■, 

ii~i  'jii 

) 

1  Sjl 

-1 

-i: 

II'..--.-- 

•> ■_>.')  Do 

) 

ilo. 

1-  '■-', 

■>\ 

Sinue, 

L'S  III! 

! 

. 

1  "  <i, 

5] 

Boa 

nl  &i\, 

■_-.;  05 

>       '.'. 

i;/1;" 

IS.')-', 

In,,,,,.!-.,,,,,, 

of    I'lr 

UMiivr, 

'J. Mill   (JO 

1  S.'i 

■_    -. 

sup) 

lOl'l  of 

i 

Boar, 

Other.-    1-     '. 
I'MUlil    1. umbel 

58! 
,  1 ;'. ; 

1 

1S5] 

-•1, 

ll.il>, 

ami  Gravel, 

175 

!    II    \\.        . 

Labor, 

Ki  .  in  I-  Salan 


Dr.      Watertown  Alms  House,  in  acct.  rith  Town  of  Watprtown      Cr 
Feb.  ISth,  1852.  __  _    Feb.  21st,  1853. 

To  amount  of  Personal  Proper-  5  By  amount  ol    LVr.-onal  1'rop- 

ty  as  appraised  by  Towi 

To  Interest  one  year  on 

for  the  (■■  t'a-1,  p.,i,  1 

Work  ili 

To  amount  duo  E.  G.  Bving-  (      past  °  "577  00 

iSalarj  -  Amount  of  hills  a    mist  tfu 

to  April  1st,  is:,;;,  75  00S      Aim-  II,,  .  e  unpai.l  last  ir.      I:;;:  50 

To  amount  of  bill- auainst  the  )''  Bills  ilue  the     Vims    II,, 

Alms  II, 

Paiil,  e pairs  Alms  II 

ol   i)',.  rseers,    -25 


22  i ; 


Losi  lij 
the  bill  ilue  lasl  year  for 
State  I'aupers,   '  ;;oj 

wtbj   rejei'ti,,^  appraisal  of 
Paupers' CI  I  o-l 


Inventory  of  Personal  Property  at  the  Watertown  Alms  House, 
.Is  Appraised,  February  21s/,  1S53. 

3  Horses,  S-130,  3  Cows,  S110, 

■l  Blankets,  ^;  ircingles  and  Halters,  8  00 

Lot  Harm       ;,  75  i  0 

12  1-2  tons  II.  y, 

1  ton  Straw,  SltS,  lot  Ploughs,  S30, 

Pnng,       ,  20  1   .■'..  Meal,     15,  23  00 

I  I         £     ■:-,  s.i,  ,;i  bn  h  live.  3-1  00 

20  Meal  Bags,  2.,  U,  Iron    13      ,  S3, 

]     t  Casks,  Meal  Chest,  &c,  •  00 

Stone-  Ilamm  rs  and  Wn      '     ,  S3,  lot  Pi  "...  • 

Manure  Fur!.,,  S3,  Ax.  <,S2,  5  Ladders,  S-l,  9  00 

Stone  Drag,  S3,  Hay  Cutter,  SO,  12  00 

Farming  Tools,  &e.,  (in  Shed  loft,)  4 

Buffalo  Kobe,  4.50,  Winnowing  Machine,  S10,                                             14  50 
Lot  Shovelsand  Hot                  Chains,  3.50, 

1  large  Wagon,     .  >,  I   11     i  iw,  S-I,  ,                    70  00 

1  Cart  Body,  (new,)  S2S,  1  Horse  i:  '  ■  31  00 

1  Scraper,  S7,  3  Sleds,  S50,  57  00 

1  Horse  Wagon,  S-10,  lot  Po  '  ,  &c.,  S  3,  48  00 
Wheelbarrow  and  Grii 

Lot  Manure,  SH  0,  lot  V I,  S70,  17 

Seales,  S7,  content    of  M     I  R      n,  SlO,  17  00 
150  lbs.  Lard,  18,75,  1  i0  d  ,.  Dried  A 

8  lbs.  Tea,  6, J".  S  do.,  Saleratus,  50  cts.,  3  70 

5  lbs.  Pepper,  60  cts.,  1  bush.  Beans,  S2,  2  GO 


Ill 

300  bush.  Potato,  s,  5-130, \ 

Piekles,  (iii  Salt.) 
Lol  Wg.l  il  les,  -  in,  i  i    -  i 

-   1  eontents,  tin  i  ,  liar.) 
Iii  Wa.-li  Tubs,  Ss,  J  1-2  I.I  I     1'.  i 
2  1-2  bbls.  Pork,        I.)  S3  M,  '  i  ■  .  ■ 

Soolbs.  Soap  Oivase.  SI 
23u  lbs.  Ham.  21.7.1.  lol    Tin  \\  an        '    - 
I  Copper  13  I  1-.-  M 

20  Palls,  2,4(1,  2  I  oal  llo.ls.  !.   0, 
Lol  Iron  Wan  .  S3,  3  Lant.  rns  ami  |>r.  Lamps,  l,3o, 
Lol  Cro.-kery,  SI".  Knives  ami  forks.  --.'. 

1  TaMeand'ti  Chairs.  S2.  l  Cupboard,  *l, 
10  Sail  Irons,  S3.  I  I  loek.  SI  i, 

20  lbs   Sugar  and  M     kt-l,  1.73,  1  Table      I. 

2  1-2  galls.  Pluid  ami  Can,  2.23,  1  Ch  -i  Di  iw, 
1  scl  Dish  Covers.  51.  1   painl    I  Carpel.  -:•. 

1  Stove,  73  rts..  lol  Me.li.-im-.  -3. 

..--('.  Lim-s  anil  Pii 

,    [{ask.  :-.   1,73,  .".  Tables.  —.11    II.  n.-l 
Cylin.ler  Stove  ami  l-'unml,  Si,  Table  *.  ....    .     2, 

20  II  -.  Butter.   I.-I",  1   CI.,  k.  S2.  1  P.ureau  I      iii 

1  Chest  of  Drawers,  SI,  1  Light  Stand.  Me..  >1. 
Warming  ami  Bed  Pan,  2  Syringes  an  I  B     i 
1  Ch.-sl  of  Drawers,  S2,  22  Chambers.  SI, 

6  3-1  yds.  Cassimere,  1.93,  L'l  *i   M   I 
1  Table,  30.  ets.  1    I -I  lb.  Vain.  1.2". 
...    I'owe!     -     H. 
I'  I    ises,  SS.   13  Table  Clollies,  S3. 

<■    Sheets,  31.S0,  1  Bureau.  SI, 
I  Table,  -  ..  ;:  Chairs    SI.  Si  ,vc  and  Basin,  1.30.  i   Bnr.au.  S: 

12  Trunks  and  Ch.-sl      -■■.  I     I'runk.  I.3». 
■  C,.,..    --,...  ,1  ,ul  :■    Whilllelree.  I.5i'. 
Rope,  ?•-».  1"3  Comforters  and  Quilts.  1  11.73, 
M  Peather  Beds.  -7".  32  Straw  I 

.:;;;!       :■-..:      i  h      I      I  N"     II.  .  52, 
!  pr.  Shoes.  2  pr.  Mittens    1,73  lol  I1-.  ;-  and  Kails,  S20, 
Total    Vmouiit, 
THOMAS   LIVKUMOBi:,      )     Cmmitti 
JOSHUA   COOLIIx;]-:.  ,Ii; 
i-:d\\  IN  UOP.INSON,  i  v 
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: 
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3  i      ' 


A   LIST  OF  THE 


TJ&-3£L     2P.^."^r^21F2-BI 


WATERTOWN 


FOR  THE  Y'EAR 


AN     AC  C  O  U  X  T     < )  P     T  [I  E 


Iktctpts  mft  ^vpcnbiturcs 


OF  THE  TOWN, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  FEBRUARY  10TH.  1854. 


W A LTH A  M  : 

Fress  of  JOSIAH  HASTINGS, 

1854, 


)/ 


J,  I  ST  OF  THE 
TAX  PAYERS,  IN  WATERTOWN, 


Aid  rich,  Gardner 

50 

12  00 

"      Holt  House 

12  00 

"      Powel  House 

■t   80 

"      McLellan  House 

7   20 

"      Corey  House 

9  GO 

»      Wellington  11 

mse 

1   DO 

Adams,  John 

50 

Armstrong,  Klias  R. 

50 

9  00 

Avers,  Nathaniel  Jr. 

50 

9  Gu 

Adams,  Atwood  J. 

;,ii 

Annis,  Olney 

50 

Adams,  Aaron 

50 

4    SO 

Adams,  Aaron  A. 

50 

Austin,  Thomas 

50 

Allen,  Thomas 

50 

Athcrton,  Charles  B. 

50 

Austin,  .James  T. 

50 

Adam-,  A. 

50 

Algicr,  Stillman 

50 

Austin,  Ivors  J. 

50 

38    10 

Brigham,  John 

50 

24  00 

••     Tainter  House 

"     Wharf  and  Bt 

ildings 

9   (JO 

"     House  on  Spri 

Ig    St. 

:  2o 

"     Corey  Land 

3   G  • 

Brigham,  John  Jr. 

50 

1 1  1" 

19   20 


Barnard,  Granville 

"     SIl0I> 

••     Fayette  House 

Bustin,  Wm.  11. 

Barnard,  Jolin 

Bent,  Luther 
••     Iluu-r  by  Priest 
.'     House  by  Iluckina 
'•     Shop 

Bright,  Josiah 

Bright,  Wm.  S. 

-  Sherman  House 
Bright,  Frederick  W. 
Bird,  Joseph  Estate, 
Brown,  Francis 
Brown,  Francis  J. 
Bcinis,  Scth 

•■     Factory 
Bemis,  Sarah  W. 
Bemis,  George 
Barnard,  Samuel 

•'     Whitney  House 
Bright,  George 
Bright,  Henry 
Bond,  Daniel 
Broad,  Mary  Ann 
Bacon,  Hezekiah  Estate, 
lieinis,  Isaac  V. 
Bemis,  Charles 
Barrett,  Sarah 

'■     Blaekman  House 

-  Lindley  Shop 
Bright,  Susannah 


1   50         12  DO 


'.    - 


2  10 

3  ,^t 
3   8! 


1.1 

;,n 

1 

50 

75 

90 

33 

GO 

48 

00 

G6 

.in 

■10 

50 

i  1 

■10 

1 

50 

(i 

30 

11 

10 

I 

90 

3 

36 

3 

90 

87 

90 

7 

G8 

2 

10 

3  si 

Bailey,  Arad 

Billings,  Sally  Heirs, 

Brown,  Newell 

Bates,  Cyrenas 

Bigelow,  Tyler 

••     Childs  Place 
"      Spring  and  Big. 
"     Fowle  Place 

Bird,  J.  &  II. 

Bird  Place,  by  Cooledgf 


1  50    2«  80      1  92 

-1  SO 
1  50    31  20     13  II 

1  50    -18  00     61  80 

19  20 
d        19  20 

19  20 
3  00    U  SO      3  81 

19  20 


I  SO 

1G  I  1 

i  :..i 

11  l  80 

19  20 

in  20 

19  20 


Brown,  Janus 

[louse  by  Sears 
"      House  1>;    Nil  liol 
Barnard,  John  Jr. 
Burns,  James 
Bangs,  Edward 

I  Brown,  Hannah  G. 

Brown  B.  K. 
Belknap,  C.  W. 

Bright,  Elizabeth 
Brown,  Benjamin 
Bright,  Henry  Jr. 
Kiirnham,  William 
Broad,  Charles 
Bullard,  Esther 
Boyle,  Richard 
Bustin.  George  E. 
Bustin,  Robert 
Barnard,  Stearns  \  Co 
Burnham,  C.  II. 
Bond,  William 
Burke,  Michael 
Brown,  Edward 
Black,  William 

'•     Boyd  &  Brown  I.. 
Black,  James 

Butler,  A.  P. 
Byington,  E.  G. 
Brooks,  R.  F. 
Bullard  J.  A. 
Barrows,  C.  A. 
Barnard,  Jerome 
Booklialtcz,  ( Iconic 
Bright,  Nathaniel 
Brunt,  William 
Bride,  Richard 
Bride,  Joseph 
Burr,  Cushing 
Bright,  II.  0. 
Brown,  Barlley 
Brennard,  Joseph 
Barnard,  Joel  Jr. 


11    5 
1    5i 


!  •  20 

l  DO 

1  50 

1  50 

:<  i  n 

l  50 

!  ..il 

1  ' 

1  50 

5  3J 


1    50 
1   50 


1  ..o 
1  50 
l    ;.„ 


NAMES.                          j  Poll  Tax.  '  Esla(e    '       '      E  : /,;     '"           Total. 

Harnett,  George  1  50  1  5" 

Brien,  William  1  50  l  50 

Brannan,  Thomas  1  50  .>   76                                          7  2G 

Butler,  John  1  50  i  50 

Bradley,  1).  F.  1  50  l  50 

Bailey,  J.  D.  1  50  l  50 

Baragy,  .John  l  50  i  50 

Brown,  E.  P.  1  50  1  50 

Brown,  N.  P.  1  50  1  50 

Bent,  Everett  1  50  1  50 

Bowler,  George  1  50  1   92                                            3  12 

Berry,  James  1  50  1  50 

Bradley,  Robert  1  50  1  50 

Blackwell,  E.  B.  1  50  i  50 

Blake,  Seth  1  50  1  50 

Boyd,  Robert  1  50  1  50 

Belcher,  A.  1  50  1  50 

Brown,  A.  J.  1  50  1  50 

Butts,  E.J.  1  50  1  50 

Barker,  Isaac  W.  !  50  1  50 

Barker,  J.  (i.  1  50  1  50 

Broderick,  Dennis  I  50  1  50 

Berry  C.J.  1  50  1  50 

Barnard,  O.  1  50  1  50 

Banker  George  1  50  1  50 

Barnard  &  Rodgcrs  3  84  3  8-1 

Beniis,  David  Heirs  of  5   70  5  70 

Bright,  C.  II.  1  50  1  50 

Bright,  William  1  50  1  0" 

Burke,  John  1  50  1  50 

Coolidge,  John  1  50  70  80           1 'J  00                     90  30 

'•     Marsh  Land,  7   20  7  20 

Coolidge,  John  Jr.  1  50  2-1  00                                          25  50 

Coolidge,  Joshua  1  50  13  20             L  SO                     IS  50 

Chencry,  J.  B.  &  C.  II.  3  00  2S  80             l    it                '    33  24 

Chenery.  David  1  50  2U  40           12  00                    30  90 

Chencry,  Isaac  II.  1  50  28  80           14  40                     it  7" 

•■     Trustee  for  Susannah  1  I   40  1  t  40 

Mrs.  Farmer  10  5G  1"   56 

Chenery,  Ebenezer's  Widow  2  40  19   20  21  60 

Clark,  Josiah  S.  150  26  40  2  40                     30  30 

Cowley,  Edward  Estate,  -1   80  1   32  9   12 

Cummins,  Andrew  1  50  13  44             2    10                      17  31 

"     Ministerial  Land  141  1  14 


NAMES. 

Poll  Tax.  1 

Tax  ,.ii  lit 

Chant,  Robert 

1    :. 

Cox.  Rui'us 

Cole,  Thaddeus 

"     House  and  Store 
"     House  by  Twitchell 

1    DO 
]    50 

9  GO 
12  00 

G    72 

"     House  by  Hastings 
Coolidge,  Joshua  Jr. 
Clafflin,  R.  F. 

1   50 

1  1   40 

Collins,  Norris 

1   50 

7    20 

Campbell,  John 
Clark,  Fcter 
Clark,  Isaac  G. 
Carman,  Mary  Estate, 

1    50 

21   GO 
9  GO 

Cooper,  Hiram 
Coolidge,  A.  R. 

1   50 
1   50 

Creely,  Hugh 

1   50 

12  00 

Crafts,  N.  H. 

1   50 

-1  80 

Crafts,  Joseph 
Chandler,  A.  F. 
Conroy,  Michael 
Clark,' John  II. 
Chandler  &  Locke, 

1   50 

1    50 
1   50 
1   50 

9  60 
1   92 

Curran,  John 
Council,  Brine 
Coblcy,  B.  F. 
Calligan,  Thomas 

1    50 
1    50 
1    50 
1    50 

;    ;;ii 

Chandler.  Jeremiah 

1    50 

Cameron,  J.  M. 

1   50 

Cobley, 

l    50 

Carbry,  Patrick 

1    50 

Carbrj .  James 
Cain,  Matthew 

1    50 

1    5o 

Cooper,  V.  E. 
Cooper,  R. 
Corcoran,  John 

1    50 
I    50 
1   50 

Christopher, 
Cain,  Thomas 
Cutler,  Mil  liael 
Coolidge,  George 

1     .  o 

1    50 
1    50 
1   50 

Conner,  Michael 

1   50 

Crawford,  Simeon 

1    50 

Chandler,  Luther 

1  50 

Chandler,  Malcomb 

1    50 

Cox,  William 

1   50 

61   50 

8    70 


1  50 
1  50 
I  50 


NAMES. 

Poll  Td 

Crawley,  Cornelius 

1    50 

Chandler,  Samuel 

1     i0 

Cox,  Thomas 

1    DO 

Conner,  Mai  tin 

1    50 

1  '.in  ij.ui.  Thunias 

1    50 

Casey,  Cornelius 

1    50 

Collins,  John 

Carney,  William 

1    50 

Croi  kett, 

1    50 

C.nant,  N'athan 

:    j 

Cloves, 

1   50 

Coolidge,  William  F. 

1    50 

Curran,  William 

I   50 

Chant,  George 

1    50 

Corigan,  Patrick 

1   50 

Curran,  Thomas 

1   50 

Carey,  Patrick 

1    50 

Cavanah,  John 

1    50 

Carr,  John 

I   50 

Chandler,  Lorenzo 

l   50 

Caragau,  Dunucly 

1    50 

Casey,  \\  illiam 

1   50 

Collins  John 

1   50 

( 'hucic,  J. mi.  s 

l    50 

Costilla,  .Mania 

1   50 

Churchill,    Thomas 

1    50 

Chiids,  i:.  k. 

1    50 

Codahay,  Steven 

i    50 

Cook,  Mary  11. 

Cheeney,  <  <■  F 

l    50 

Cushing,  J.  1'. 

l    ••  | 

Downs,  Thomas 

1   50 

Dana,  Ruth 

Devall,  John 

]    50 

Dana,  Isaac  Estate, 

1  (owns,  Nathaniel  Estate, 

Dana,  Benjamin 

i    50 

Daley,  P.  &  J. 

Daley,  Patrick 

1   50 

Dana.  Benjamin 

l    50 

••     White  Lot 

"     Patten  Place 

"     Store 

Derby,  Henry 

1  50 

I    .11 


i    30 
19  20  •       33   GO 


24  00 
10  C2 


1  i.i\  i>,  Ilasbrouck 
Dceoster,  Elbridgo 
Dudley,  0.  D. 
Dimook,  J.  I.. 

■•     Richardson's  Right 
Dana,  1!.  Trcas.  Ministerial  F 
Dadman,  William  II. 
Dunn,  Martin 
Dickerson,  John 
Downs,  Edward 
Davenport  Charles 
Daggett,  I  'atlierine 
Downs,  Thomas 
Daley,  J. 
Dewyer  John 
Doughty,  John 
Degan,  "William 
Dunn,  Michael 
1  tin-well.  William 
Dorety,  Dcmick 
Daley,  John 
Doran,  Patrick 
Delany,  James 
Dwelly,  Henry 
Dadman,  C.  It. 
Dodge,  John 
Dowse,  Charles  I). 
Dooguea,  Michael 
Dooguea,  James 
Davit,  Michael 
Donnelly,  Thomas 
Demons,  Jacob 
Dagnan,  John 
Drew,  Edward 
Dewyer,  Patrick 
Dixon  Thomas 
Dodge,  William 
Diew,  A.  1). 
Doridus,  James 
Degan,  James 
Downs,  Dennis 
Donnelly,  Owen 
Edwards,  IS.  A. 
Edwards,  Oliver 


1 

• 

"i 

a 

00 

10 

30 

■i 

80 

I   80 

i  50 
1  50 
I  i  0 
1  50 
;  50 
I  50 
1  ,"iii 
1    50 


1    50 

I    5  i 
1    50 


1  50 
1  50 
1  50 
1  50 
1  50 
1  50 
1    50 


Ellison,  Nahum 
Emory,  William 
Foulo,  M.  S. 
Fori    i,  Nuke 


:-,.,„, 


Jaine* 
1-.    Vsa 


LI   si 
11    in 


F, 

ivks 

.1 • 

F 

«-ks 

E.  \  J. 

V 

Kill, 

I'atriek 

•     House  noav  CI 

F 

oein 

m,  Win.  F. 

F 

nit, 

-v  \  B.  11. 

F 

r 

■lil, 

,vlo 

leorgc  ('. 
William  15. 

F 

llur 

)|..,s 

F 

11   r 
lier 

Moses  Jr. 
Mieliael 

Ford, 

Fivnc 

lugli 
,  Aimer 

F 

a/.ii 

■,  George 

F 

int, 

).  15. 

F 

irba 

iks,  Orin 

F 

Ikei 

I-aiali 

F 

eobi 

rn.  John 

F 

son 

Caleb  S. 

Fitzge 
Farrel 

■oil,  William 
.  Jonathan  L 

Follen 

Michael 

Fitzsimons,  Barney 
Parrel  1,  John 
Faruliam,  Jeremiah 
Kuril mi.  Martin 
Farrell,  John 
Farrell,  J. 
Fanisworth,  John 
Fitzjerald,  William 
Farrell,  Thomas 
Furdom,  Thomas 
Gould,  Joseph 
Could,  George  1\ 
Grant,  Christopher  Esati 
( irant,  Samuel  \V. 
Gilkey,  Royal 

"     Land  and  Coal  Sin 
Gay,  Seth  A. 
Cay.  William 
Gay,  William  F. 

"     House  by  Barnes 
Gay,  Michael 
Gill,  James 
Gouch,  Samuel  II. 
Gouch,  Joshua  '  •• 
Gibbs,  Elijah  Estate 

Adams  Laud 
Gihnore,  Adison  Estate 
Grant,  Charles  II. 
Gould,  Joseph  2d 
« iriu'L'-.  Nathaniel 
Green,  Patrick 
Coddin.u.  A.  I.. 
<  ialaghan,  Patrick 
Gulivan,  Edwin 
Gilgan,  Hugh 
Gipson,  John 
GaiT  James 
Gardner,  II.  X. 
Gallagy.Ncy 
Gorman,  Patrick 
Callai'hai',  Thomas 
Gallaghar,  Hugh 
Gallaghar,  John 
Gragg,  Charles 


1      ,0 
)    50 


Gragg,  Alexander 
Gallaghar,  William 
George,  Henry 
Gay,  AVilliam  &  Henry 
Graut,  Edward  15. 

Harrington,  Win.  C.  S 
Harrington,  Peter 
Hagar,  Elbridgc 
Hosmer,  Hiram 

'•     House  by  C; 
Horn,  AVilliam 
Ilearsoy,  Catlierin 
[-Iagar.Nelson 
Horn.  William  Jr. 

'•     Two  Houses 
Hammond,  John 
Hunnewell,  AA'altcr, 
Holmes,  Hannah  13.  Estat 
Horn,  ( !eorge  \Y. 
Hooker,  Denny  P. 
Heath,  John  II. 
Una,-  Earvel 
Hayncs,  David 
Harrington,  (1.  W. 
Hagar,  Elijah 
Hunt,  Catherine 
Hum,  M.  F. 
Harrington,  J.  13.  Estate 
Holbrook,  Amos 
Howard,  AVilliam  11. 
Iluckins,  1).  T. 
Hobbs,  Prentiss 
Ilunl,  Abel 
1 [card,  Susan 

Niles  Place 
Hunter  &  Bond, 

"     Perlcy  Place 
Hooton,  I).  AV. 
Hittcnger,  Jacob 
Ilizon,  James 
Hastings,  R.  C. 
Harns.  Porter 
Holden,  John 

•■     Blackwell  House 


,1.-11 


Simp  &  Land 


]e    SO 

3   90 


1 1 

10 

2 

40 

1 

50 

17 

32 

23 

.'1 

1 

50 

20 

70 

24 

00 

1G 

US 

Holden,  J  Im     I  liai  tiler  House 
•■     Whitney  House 

1  lolllK'S.   B.    ]'. 

Hunter,  1).  T. 
Hiuley,  Michiii  1 
Hobbs,  Nathan 
Hobbs,  Xathan  Jr. 
Horn,  Charles 
Hathaway,  John 
Horn,  D."B. 
Hughs,  Patrick 
I  In.  kins.  Frederick 
Henegar,  James 
Ilolman,  L.  S 
Holman,  II. 
Hills,  James 
HinehelifT,  Richard 
Howe 

Hicks,  John 
Hairn,  Michael 
Hairn,  Patrick 
Hunt,  F.  A. 

.Holt,  T.  J. 
Howe,  Josiah 
Hazelett,  George 
Ilazelett,  Joseph 
Hoar,  Henry 
Hoar,  Calvin 
Handler,  .Tame? 
Holman  Isaac 
Hall,  James 
Highland,  Cornelius 
Hart  Hugh 
Hills,  Luther 
Hills,  Alberl 
[Iutchins,  Abram 
Hughs,  James 
llooper,  Hiram 
llooten,  J.  F. 
HoIden.E.  S. 
Hagar,  Horatio 

Irclan.l,  William  11. 
In-rraham,  William  II. 


.V\M1>. 

" 

listalc. 

Jackson,  Antipas 

1   50 

n;  00 

Jeuison,  Otis 

1   50 

l   80 

Jenison,  Horace 

1   50 

.".   7G 

Jackson,  Henry 

1   50 

Judd,  1).  A. 

1    50 

Jackson,  'William  II. 

1    50 

Jones,  F.  L. 

1   50 

Kelly,  Patrick 

1   50 

Kingman,  Marshall 

1   :,0 

16  SO 

Kelly,  Patrick 

1   50 

Kelly,  P. 

1   50 

Kennedy,  James 

1   50 

Kcyes,  J.  1!. 

1   50 

Kelly,  Patrick 

1   50 

Kendrick,  Thomas 

1    50 

Keif,  Michael 

1    50 

Keif,  Arther 

1    50 

Keith,  John 

1    50 

Kennedy,  James 

1    5U 

Kineson  "William  W. 

1    50 

Kelly,  James 

1    50 

Keyes,  Michael 

1   50 

Kennon,  Michael 

1   50 

Keif,    Michael 

1    50 

Kendall,  Francis 

1   50 

Kendrick,  Patrick 

1    50 

Knox,  John 

1    50 

Kelly,  John 

1   50 

Kelly,  Thomas 

1    50 

Lincoln,  Al.ram 

1   50 

10  SO 

Livermore,  Thomas 

1    50 

;;;;  Go 

Learned.  Tlioinas 

1    50 

GO  00 

Learned,  Josliua 

1   50 

Livermore,  Hannah 

Livermore,  Eliza 

Long,  George 

1   50 

1  t     10 

Long,  Charles 

1    50 

'Lenox,  C.  W. 

1    50 

Learned,  Daniel 

1   50 

40  80 

"     Guardian  G.  B.  II. 

Learned,  D.  F. 

1    50 

Leathe,  Francis  Estate  of 

13    20 

"    New  House 

8  CI 

l!i    74 

1      .Ml 


]    50 
1   50 


17  :;i 
3  12 
1    50 

II   40 

.;   DO 


Learned,  Samuel 

"     Three  Houses  of  G.  S.  L. 

«     White  Land 
Lenox,  John 
Livennore,  lilisha 
Learned,  Josiah, 
Learned,  Samuel,  2d 
Lyman,  Chester 
Livennore,  Abijah 
Learned,  Josiah  Jr. 
Lindley,  W.  J. 
Lord,  E.  N. 
Learned,  S.  1). 

Store 
Lindley,  C.  I'. 
Learned,  Anna 
Locke,  Jesse  A. 
Locke,  Animas 
Lyman,  Henry 
Learned,  S.  S. 
Lincoln,  William  G. 
Lathrop,  William 
Lynch,  William 
Lincoln,  A.J. 
Lincoln,  Daniel 
Littlefield,  Elliott 
Litchfield, 
Ladd,  William  G. 
Lyons,  Thomas 
Long,  William 
Learned,  C.  II. 
Lovely,  Michael 
Lynch,  Timothy 
Lawless,  John 
Lavkin,  John 
Long,  George  "W. 
Lincoln,  John 
Learned,  A.  C. 
Larkin,  Matthew 
Laftless,  Patrick 
Livennore,  Thomas  2d 
Learned,  Garfield 
Lemarsh,  Lewis 
Lane,  Willard 


50  1  80 

1   BO 

60  M   40 


5  31 
G  8G 
7  20 


n  10 

10    14 

1    DO 


1   50 
1    50 


McMastcr,  Williai 
«     Shop 
e,  Eliakcm 

William 

Shop 


Mors 
Mav, 


Mead,  S.  (). 
Meacham,  G.  A. 

Shop  and  other  ' 
Murray,  Robert 
MeLellan,  Alexander 
Mel  larvy,  John 
Mc(  Savvy ,  James 
Mellannan,  John 
March,  Delano 
March,  George  N. 
McMastcr,  A. 
Mark,  David 
Maekin,  Charles 
Merritt,  Benjamin 
Mead,  William  W. 
Magee.AV.  J. 
Magee  &  Lindley 
Mead,  S.  0.  Jr. 
MoFarlaiul,  Hugh 
McCabc,  Patrick 
Mero,  John 
Murphy,  James 
McCormae,  Michael 
MePonnald,  Patrick 
McCurdy,  Warren 
Maekin,  Samuel 
Mastcrson,  James 
McCabe,  Harney 
McMami,  Patrick 
Mahony,  Timothy 
Marble, 

MeCormai',  Miehael 
Mosher,  Ezckiel 
Moran,  Barney 
Murphy  Barnard 
Mahoney,  John 
McManus,  John 
McDemard,  John 
McGuire,  C. 


1  no 
!    50 


l  5  I 
1  50 
1    50 


;,  Jolin 


Nori 

-.  (i.  W. 

Xll;j 

lit,   I'lulli'i 

Nori 

i,  Richard 

Null 

i. 

N,  x, 

ii  ,,Tolm 

Uln. 

y,  Samuel 

w'\ 

il, 

0  i; 

ien,  Willi; 

(i 

m,  Timol 

IV1 

icn,  Tlii-n 
,1 

I'rai 

1 
.  A- 

Lenox  1! 

i  .  - 


i 
i  r.ii 

I    ,"i0 


-.'., 


I'oml,  "William  Estate 
['oml,  Samuel 
Priest,  I).  II. 
Priest,  .T.  W. 
Parks,  P.merson  Estate 
Pratt,  Mary 
Pike,  Asher 

•■     Russell  House 
Park,  Allre.l 
Pomroy,  William  M. 
ParUs.'.Ionas 
Puller,  Reuben 
Pierce,  Joel  A. 
L'iercc,  B.  K. 
P  ,1 

Priest,  Pliileman 
Pervier,  l.y.lia  Ann 
Priest,  Thurston 
Pond,  John 
Pease,  A. 


j      ' 

!     .   0 


■» 

•!'-  . 

Piureo  &  Burnlin 
Priest,  15.  L. 
Pratt,  Miles 

••   'winthrop  I 

■•     IlobLins  1! 

.ami 

••     Uisielow  Li 

••       Spring    Hoi 

•■     House  ncai 

-,•  and  SI) 
Pun-oar's 

1  [oust1  ncai 

Lion's 

•■     House  ou  1 
••     House  liv  1 

la  ml 

Powers,  Pilchard 
Phalen,  William 

Phesingt •'rili 

Powers",  William 
Pratt,  A.  W. 
Powers,  Edward 
Pra/ier,  Charles 
Pantergust,  Jam 
PlunkJt,  Cavno) 
Priest  &  Norcro 
Perrv,  Matthew 


Page,  John 
Page,  John 
Perry,  Joseph 
Park's,  Jonas 

Quisiley,  Patrick 
Quiglcy,  Charles 
Qulnland  James 
Quinland,  Michael 

Llussell,  Jeremiah  Estat. 
Russell,  G.  W. 
ltussell,  Jeremiah 
Russell,  Harrington,  &  Co. 
llichardson,  Thomas 

"  Swan  Land 
Rogers,  Artemas 
Robinson,  Edwin 


i     10 
:,  GO 


isscll,  Jo 
igers,  A. 


•■     Shop 
Rought,  II    < '. 
Km.— ell.  Henry 
Rogers,  William 
Russell,  William  \V. 
Richardson,  John 
Robbins,  Sarah 
Reed,  Alonzo 
Robbins,  ( ii  orge  Jr. 
Robbins,  Isaac  II. 
Ralley,  Michael 
Rouii,  John 
Robinson,  William  S 
Regan,  Arther 
1 1  ii.  John 

Ryan,  Michael 
Reed,  Henry 
Roaeh,  Thomas 
Rich,  Priseilla 
Robinson.  Lorenzo 
Robinson,  E. 
Rogers,  Hugh 
Rogers,  Charles 
Ready,  Charles 
Rooncy,  John 
Rooncy,  William 
Ryan,  Christopher 
Riley,  Jeremiah 
Rieker,  N.  F. 
Rogi  i    J;  me 
Rahaley,  James 
Roaght,  William 
Rowse,  E.  S. 
Rowse,  Richard 


1 
I   .   i 


:      i 
1   .'.0 


a    76 
1   50 


I    .10 
I    50 


I  50 
1  50 
I  i0 
1    50 


Lohin-oii    Luke                                     1    D 

■•     Coroy  l-.ui.l 
Uj-an,  Michael                                1   • 

Stralton,  Lli;  ibcth 

Stiles,  William  L.                           1   i 

■•     Bam 

Stone,  Asa                                           1    " 

Stone,  \>.  \  1.                               ;:  i 

Stone,  Mclinda 

Sanger,  Richard 

Stone,  Moses                                   1   • 

Stone,  Charles                                   1   , 

Swift,  Nancy 

Sherman  William  Jr.                      1  . 

Sloan,  Joseph                                  1  , 

Stone,  William                               1 

■•     Barrows  House 

Sharp,  .lames                                    1 

Stone,  Leonard                               1 

••     (Irant  l'laeo 

Stone,  William  A.                          1 

Stearns,  Simon                                1 

Stearns,  C.  A. 

Sanger,  Joseph                               1 

"     Shop  and  Machinery 

'•     While  Land 

Sailbrd,  T.  V.                                 1 

Stiekney,  Josiah                              1 

"     Learned  Land 

Stiekney,  J.  II.                               I 

Stickney,  Samuel                            1 

•■      Barn  and  Land 

Sargeant,  Sumner                             1 

"     Sewall  Land 

Sargeant,  J.  II.                               1 

"     W)  the  Lot 

Sanderson,  Amos                            1 

Smith  &  Faxon 

Sanger,  J.  G.                                  1 

Stone,  Josiah                                    1 

1-,     M. 

3   -l 


Sanger,  Lucj 

Stone 

Esther 

Sulli\ 

m,  Join 

Smitl 

s.  c. 

Sanm 

r,  N.  C. 

Sulliv 

in.  J. 

Sawy 

r,  Olive 

Sanij, 

r,  Edwii 

S nn  tli,  Gragg 
Sanger  Lewis 
Stone,  George  E. 
Simmons,  L. 
Smith,  Dennis 
Sharp,  James  E. 
Stone,  Charles  Jr. 
Stearns,  Sally 
Sullivan,  James 
Sullivan,  Thomas 
Sl„  ,1,1,  William 
Smith,  Angus 
Sullivan.  J. 
S       i  r,  Mrs.  G. 


Sullivan,  William 
Sharp,  George 
Smith,  Michael 
Sears,  Ebon 


Sulliv 

in,  Dennis 

Sang, 

•,  Edwin 

Siium 

ms,  KdNv.n 

Shatti 

ek,  C. 

Smith 

S.  C. 

Stacy 

Nathan 

1  .-,11 

1  30 


1    SO 

I  ... 


T 

rail,  Thomas  D. 

M. 

"      Islam]  IIoiI: 

a 

"     Xew  Bloek 

T; 

aimer,  1).  A. 
••     Tremont  11 
linter,  Elizabot 

li 

'1 
T 

uekcr,  John 
•■      Half  Hum-, 
itekor.  William 
mil,  John 

:,}    \Y. 

li 


Trull,  l'./ra  1    SO  IS   00               9    lin                        09    10 

Tainter,  George  I    50  :'   GO              111                      ]  2  :. ! 

Turrell,  lla/m  1    50  I        I 

Tyc,  Thomas  1  00  I   5o 

Thurston,  Charles  1   50  :  20                                          S   ro 

Turbell,  K.  A.  1   50  l   50 

Tolman,  Samuel  1   50  I    50 

Tinker,  Nathaniel  1  50  i       i 

Turk,  Patrick  1    50  2  40                                            3  !)o 

Talbut,  James  I    50  2  sS                                         I   38 

Tronholm,  George  1-  50  2  SS                                           i   38 

Taliay,  Mai  '  I  50  1   50 

Taylor,  Miehael  1   50  1    50 

Treuholm,  William  1    50  1    50 

Town,  Lavi  Jr,  1  50  I    50 

Tower.  James  1  50  «                      I   50 

Tugman,  John  1    00  1    50 

Travcrs,  Hugh  1  50  l   50 

Thomson,  John  1   50  1   00 

Trafton,  Lewis  1   50  1   50 

Turner,  O.  W.  1    50  1    50 

TilUeu,  James  11.  1   50  1   50 

Twitehell,  John  A.  1   50  I    50 

Thompson,  Lemuel  1   50  I  00 


Thompson,  As,-. 


„.»IE, 

..■„,, 

"\:"f 

Train,  0.  A. 

1     10 

Tennev,  James 

1    50 

Tainte'r,  (,.].. 

I    50 

Thomson,  ('.  M. 
'J  Kr,  J.  hn 

1   .in 

1    .all 

Thayer,  Charles  \i. 

1  ml  i   1,  William  J. 

1  ,-.1.1 

:    r.O 

Vose,  Isaac 

l   .  ii 

i  :    10 

\W,  JU.-irv  R 

Vose,  Abby  i;. 

Victory,  Patrick 

1   ..<! 

Yendwcr,  Michael 

1    .'a  1 

Whitney,  diaries 

i  ;.o 

:      10 

•'     Vu  House 

:   jij 

'•     Stablr,  Shop  &c. 

Whitney,  Bradshaw 

.     ,     1 

31    20 

'•     Coolidye  Land 

l    :  ' 

•'     White  Laiul 

1      i  ! 

White,  William 

"     1  loughty  House 

3     •  1 

-     House  by  Hi ver 

O      ■  ,, 

"     Temple  nouso 

10   St) 

•'     Fowle  Land 

12  00 

•■     Corey  Land 

3  30 

••     Cottages 

7   OS 

••     Sprina  I.,,,. 

3  Si 

Wood,  Coolidge  P. 

r.o 

W 1,  Coolidge  P.  Jr. 

.... 

Whitney,  L.  &  Son 

33   GO 

Whitney,  Leonard 

DO 

J     Ml 

Whitney,  Leonard  .Tr. 

50 

Wellington,  Catherine 

Weeks,  William  It. 

50 

3   SI 

White,  William  A. 

50 

1  :    in 

"      II  >lbrook  Land 



"     Old  Poor  House 

S   C-J 

'•     White  Land 

21   00 

■'     Thaxter  Land 

12  00 

White  \  Howe 

10  80 

Wl.it.-,  U.     Heirs, 
••      \.  i-moiil  Ul 

Wheeler,  .K-- 

'. 
••      I'ainl   SI.,  n 
••     link, 

\         I,  Ui.-hael 

..    ■    i  nicl 

I   te  Lan.l 

.    I,       ,-.  II.,    ... 
•      Si,   in  hi     Hoi 


"    :■:  ma"   .  1 1 

<     II 

'•     Spri 
Wheeler.  !l. 

I 

r.iisi 

\  ■ 

i     \ 

Winchester,  William 
i-,  Klias  C. 

:  .  .      id 


WJittm-y,  :    I 

Whitney,  T.  1. 
Wold.,  Kdwar.l 

■'.    I        I' 

v  I 

Walton,,!.  I.. 
-., 

.  L)a\i,| 
Wenhvorth,  Daniel 
Wiswell,  11.  M. 
Wheeler,  A.J. 
Welch,  Michael 
Whitney  Muses 
Ward,  Benjamin 


I 

1    50 
:      0 


Wasso 

i,  \V 

Welch 

.Toll 

Wliitn 

v,  S 

Whito, 

.l.uii 

Welch 

I'll, 

U'cllin 

rtoil, 

Wi-b  i. 

1\    A 

Web* 

r,  K 

\ 


MOl^-EESIDEHTS 


I 


i 


NAMES  AND 

t,:,,:,n,u, 

Adams,  (ieorge      Stork  and  M; 

chinery, 

Barnes,  Thomas     G  Acres  I.ai: 

1, 

'■     Coolidge  Land, 

Bates,  Silas  M.     Laud  and  Bu 

dings, 

■•     White  Land, 

Brackett,  Cephas     Marsh  Lam 

and  Wharf, 

Baily,  Messenger  &  Co.     Kit,  I 

CV  I. and. 

Batehelder,  L.  V.     Bird  Land, 

Bradley,  John  and  William  an. 

William  Sohicr,  Trn.- 

XI 

mias  Bradley'-.  L.-tate 

Bacon,  John     Sprint;  Land, 

Bacon,,!.  X.     Half  House  and 

Land 

Bonnet,  Stephen      White  P!ac< 

Blake,  J.  Q.     Wythe  Land 

Coolidge,  Josiah     Hoar  Land 

••     Land  and  Barn  near  Jit. 

Auburn 

"     Trustee  for  S.  Stun,. 

"     A.  Griggs 

Coolidge,  J.  (J.     Stock  on  far 

Clark,  John      Pierce  Place 

Childs,  Jonathan     Marsh  Lain 

Cook,  Sally     House 

Clark,  J.  W.     Tavern  Land 

Chenery,  Winthrop     Wood  L 

nd 

•: 


Dunn,  R.  B.     Ritchey  Land 
Dickers-on,  Preston      Learned  Land 
Duer,  Josiah  L.     Wythe  Land 
Edgerly,  J.  S.     Stock  in  Miller's  Store 


,F.  It-     While  Land 
Faxon,  Joaejih     Land 
Farw  41,  I  uae     12  awes  Land 
Foster,  llonry     Spriii"  Land 
Flint,     Learned  Land 
Fields,  Gardner     Fliers  Lan.l 
Frink,     Land 

Foster,  E.  B      Wythe  Land 
Fuller,  Henry     lliodardson  Land 
Fitcliburg  R.  K.  Co.,     liird  Lan.l 
Learned     •• 

[■,,.,:,. 


Fiskc, 

A.  11.     Weeks  Iloifcc 

••     lleaeham  L'laee 

«     Stable 

( liven 

,.1.S.  ('.     Quaeres  Land 

Cook.-  in  Land  and  Buildings 

•■     12  neivs  Spring  Land 

Slock  on  Farm 

Could 

.Thomas     Learned  Land 

COUld; 

(B.  A.     Pomroyl 1 

(,'reen 

,  James     Clark  Land 

(lillsoi 

i,  L.     Si,  ne  1  .     1 

Ilittin: 

<cv  &  Co.,     Stone  Land 

•'      House,  lee  Holies  &e. 

Herri. 

k,  T.  W.     Hunting  Land 

■■      Wythe  Land  and  Buildings 

Home 

r,  Flcazcr     Bright  Land 

•■      Clark  \  (Irani   Land 

Home 

r,  Charles  S.      Land  ,,f  Bright 

Hunni 

iwell,  II.  II.     Trustee  Benninglon  House 

Fowle  Land 

House  by  "Ward 

2  Houses  near  Paper  Mill 

Coolidge  House 

I  louse  "by  C.  l\  \V,„„1 

House  b\  MeCondry 

Land  near  <  lilkey's 

•'              House  by  Tulis  and  Hanim,,n,l 

"             Hous  ■  by  DeLany 

:: 

8-1 

1 

SO 

:i 

S-l 

. 

7,; 

:: 

36 

1 

92 

7 

20 

n 

20 

19 


Hyde,  Jonathan     lii 

! 

liayncs,  P.  J.     Wyll 

io  Lend 

Howe,  Kuiud     2  Hoi 

i, 

Wythe 

1        : 

Hawley,     Stem;  "and 

\        |1 

Harvey,  Peter     Lan, 

1  Of   Sr, 

Llazolton  S:  Co.,  L:ui 

i  o!"  i  \ . 

Join  i    in,     Una  i 

;  i.l.  ,; 

Kcnna 

rd  ['la, 

Kenei      i  S:  Co.     !e, 

Kin      :  .  ,,  i'.     Hun 

Hon.. 

1 ,  \    1  .  . . 

1    i       [[, 

L   ii  ! 

Louder,  ..'olm     Land 

an  1  Lini 

:   .        iViliiai  i     W> 

Ii,    Land 

Lord,  G.  C.     Riehar, 

1    .i  i   in 

Lyons,  K.  A.     Land 

mill 

Litlli  ricld,     \'.  Iiitc  1 

and 

May,  William  I!.     V, 

,il      ! 

,  P.     \\\   !, 

■  Land 

Mun roe,  James     Wi 

[he  Lan, 

Minot,  William     Hi", 

er   island 

xUasou,  Silas     Pacini 

>   Land 

Xoreross,     1  !.>..,•  1  ,v 

C 

Parkinan,  Goorjio  1, 
•■       '  Mill. 

i  ..  : 

Pelham,  Charles     2  ! 

Plimpton,  Ralph     Pi 

mi  work 

House  &c. 
Phelps,  Abel     Estate,  pari  of  House  and 
Parker,  George     Conuall  House 
Peek,  Abel  G.     Learned  Laud 
Parker,     Wythe  Land 
Prosser,  Edward     House 


AVhile  L; 


Russell,  Walter     Estate,  Hou.-e  and  liar 

Russell  Land 

Fowle  Land 
Heed,  Ann     House 

Richardson,  G.  W.     Starch  1  .    tor)  &c 
Rhodes,  Ebenczor     t'uukson  Land' 
Ritchey,  James     Ritchey  Land 


li  21 

1  l  I 
•l  SO 
i  G 
■.  ,.  i 
.1  SO 

12  00 

2  -in 


;  32 

i  so 

21    (iO 

\G  SO 

7    20 


Ritchcy,  .Tames     I  louse 
Raper,  Wilkes     Learned  Land 
Robertson,     Lucy  Wliitney  1'1.;  e 
Sherman,  A.  P.     Core}   Land 
Stevens,  Granville     Wythe  Land 
Saye  .  Antonia     Wythe  Land 
Stone,  I'.  J.     Wythe  Land 
Stone,  S.  C.     House  and  Land 
Stone.  Amos     Wythe  Land 
Somes,  S.  &  W.     Land  an.!  Housi 
Sears  Willard     [louse  and  Land 
Scribner,  Alba     Half  House 
Shatinek,  Daniel      Dolieiiv  Store 
House  and  Land 
Starks,  Joseph     Wythe  Land 
Thurston,  Andrew  &  Co.     lee 
Thayer,  P.  P.     Land  and  Buildings 
Thombly  &  Lanison     Spring  Land 
Trader,' Bank,     Miller  Land 
Tillson,  Toby  &  Tower     Laundrj 

Stock  in  Trade 

Vose,  E.  3  acres  White  Land 
Walcott,  Jabez  Coolidge  Land 
White,  Warren     Wheelwright  Shop 

Watress,  William     Land  near  lit.  Ai 

Whitney,  William      Land  and  Buildii 
Waverly  Company,     Land  and  Build 
Whitney,  X.  |).     Wythe  Land 
Wythe,  Nathaniel     Gray  Lot 
Wilkins,  J.  II.     lloulton  Land 
Watson,  John     Bemis  Place 

State  Tax,  Si-in;  00 

Comity  Tax,  $2,351    59 

Town  Grant,  $12,51 

Overlay,  S7.u  as 


ue  Value 
'dmv.1  V, 


ISAAC   STONE,  i  iisesson 

ROYAL  GILKEY,        '     uf  the  Tow, 
NEWEL  BROWN         )       Waterloo 


AX  ACCOUNT  01-  TIIK 

RECEIPTS  MB  EXPENDITURES 

OF  TIIK  TOWN, 
FOR  THE  Vl'.Ai;  ENDING  FKBRU  \i;  V   mTII,  1854. 


Receicts. 
1S53,  March  1st. 
Amount  of  Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  S1.42J 

Outstanding   Taxes   in    hands    ol    Samuel    N'oyes    to 

collect,  1,180 

Ren  ived  for  Grave  Lots,  II 

Ucceiv  'il  for  Walcrtown  Fish,  rv,  1S52  \  53,  320 

Borrowed  of  Newton  H  n    . 

Poll  Taxes  Al    n 

Received  of  Si  ite  School  Fun  I  131 

Received  for  ■  nc  M  p   J  I      Town,  l 

Taxes  committed  to  Samuel  5 


Roval  Gills 


■v  loroi 


Samuel  Noj  cs  for  one  j  car's  rent  of  Store  and  ('''liar, 
William  II.  [ngrabam  for  one  yen'.-  rent  of  Store, 
Borrowed  on  the  credit   of  the    Town,  of  the    Lowell 

Institiitition  for  Saving-,  to  Imild  School  ''     ■ 
Received  of  Sons  of  Tcui]  crancc  for    n  nl    of  Upper 

Hall. 
S.  D.  Learned  as  Town  Agenl  for  S  ill   of  Liquors, 
Received  of  AVhig  Club   for  of  Room    in   Town 

House, 
Elijah  Pratt  for  use  of  Town  Hall  Irom  Feb.  I 

to  Feb.  7th  '51, 
Xi-t  l'iMi'ei"I-  t ri  i ii  Hay  Scales  for   year  ending    Feb, 

1-!  1854, 


il   grant  ..I    1 -.".:/. 
,„.':  N'oyes    Ti 


.■■ 


Mi  -  ! 

■ 

Mini  ! 

..  !..  i'..    , 

• 

.     ■     ..    ■ 

Mi 

i\  V.     i 

l!o>  .1  tiill 


.1  il, 


John  Donnally 
Koyal  Gilkey'ihr  Coal 
do     do 
Moses  Stone  for  Chaveo.i 


Incidental  E:;ps-.i 

of  Ilijli    Sehool  II-.:-. 


id  S.  Wales  Jr.  for  Chairs  for  LYuuan  S.-Ii..ol  in  Mid 
Joshua  Learned  for  taking  CeiiMis  of  Sel 
MissM.  G.  White  one  quarter's  renl  for  Srlior.l  Ho 
William  L.  Stiles  for  Funnel  .. 
M.  Kinsman  for  services  as  General  School  I 

15.  A.  Edwards,         ' 

D.  T.  Huckins,  

D.  T.  Huckins,  Expenses  to  Dover  &e.  for  Tea  her 


Amount  Raid  Miss  M.  (I.  While, 


n.  n.  Mn-.,-y  ibr  sin-i.e.  i;..„k-  i;.r  sd i  . 

S.  II.  Learned,  lioi.ks,   Ink  ;,■■.  Ibr  Si.-ln.ols, 

LI.  C.  Ronght,  taking  i  i f  < '.  nln  I    -         111 

Newel  Brown,  digging    Well,  Stoning,    Rai  . 

in  East  Dist.  Ibr  I  S3 2. 
Joseph  Sanger,   contract    Ibr    buildi         Hi         School 

[louse, 
Joseph  Sanger,  extra  work  ami  Stoi  1;  on  High  School 

[louse  bo  order  ol    Nov,-  Committee, 
Delano  March,  lor  Lao  I  for  High  Seliool  House, 

v.  \\  ,1     Jr.  furnishing  High  Sol I  House, 

Thomas    I..    French,    Cementing    Cellar    bottom    in 

High  Sehool  IIous     ,. 
11.  I>.  L'age,  assessment    on    L'olicy    of  Insuranee    on 

the  East  Sehool  House. 
Miss  M.  G.  White,  rent  of  S,  i 1    Room    livm   Jul* 

to  November, 


Sehool  llou.-e  from  Juno  ...M  to  December  1st    .....  oS   00 

Fowle  &  foster,  Ibr  nlans  lor  High  Sehool  House,  DO  00 
Reed  \  Hastings,    \.gts.    Insurance   of  High    Sehool 

[louse,  five  yi  in  130  00 

Terry  &  Barnes  for  Cloeks  fur  High   School    House,  20  00 

Jos.  Pratt  &  Son,  Oiling  Clock  in  Km  Sehool  House,  1   00 

S.  II    Learned,  for  I'ens  Ibr  sehool,  S7 

II.  1'.  Page,  selling  Glass  \.\  in  S   I       !  Holies,  7    17 

11.  C.  ltought-,  taking  care  of  Central  Scl I  Houses,  10   G2 

Committee  of  appraisers  of  School  rn       .  .  ..  15  00 

Nathaniel  Whiting.  Horse  and  Man  for  earth  ,  sha- 
vings and  sawdust  Ibr  High  School  House,  21   50 

Nathaniel  "Whiting,  ibr  cash  paid  for   Shavings    and 

Sawdust,  S  00 

Whitinir  \  Russell,  eoiiMiliin--  with  buildiim  Commit- 


Relham  &  Ronney.for  examining  High  Sehool  II 

and  estimaling.-idditions  and  delicienees, 
E    Robinson,  for  opening   Seh  ol    Ho 
Keys, 

A.J.  Nutter,  articles  for  (Irannnar  Sel I, 

I).  S.  WcuUvorth,  Rooks   \c.  ibr   school,  West 
Miss  L.  W.  La  ke,  Books  Ibr  Teacher, 
Elijah  I'ratt,  for  carrying   and    reluming    Sette 
Dedication  of  High  School  House, 


\n 

Paid  McLauthlin  Brothers,  tor 

liooks&c, 

H  03 

'•     Moses  Stone,  for  articles  a 

lid    cave  of  -    ! 1     11 

WestDist. 

27  a  a 

"      William    L.    Stiles,    Funn 

el    and    other   articles    for 

School  Houses, 

11    07 

"     Benjamin  Dana,  lloor  brus 

lies  &e.  for  School  Houses, 

■  i   08 

■•     1).  T.  lluckins,  cash  paid  i 

or  feather  Dusters  &c.  for 

Schools, 

7   Gti 

"     R.  C.  Ilought,  care   of  tw< 

i    Central    School   House.-, 

•    ■    '    ' 

"     William  Horn  Jr.,  work   , 

ind   materials  for    Central 

School  Houses, 

49  -11 

"     Samuel  Noyes,  articles  for 

School  Hon   >,  West  Dist., 

.".  31 

«     Henry  Hus'sell,  setting    G 

lass   ana    Paintii       School 

House  in  East  Dist  IS.". 

1  1    1-0 

'•     William  Utlirop,   for  care 

of  School    House  &c.    in 

West  Dist., 

'23    13 

'•     M.  Kingman,  Traveling  ai 

id  advertising  for   Teacher 

in  High  .School. 

10   7a 

"     M.  Kingman,   articles    fur 

nished   for     High    School. 

B   50 

"     Nathaniel  Whiting,  Thorn 

lometcrsfor   High    S.  Iiool, 

3  00 

"         "                "        Travclii 

ig    tb)    Teach,  r   for   High 

School, 

10  00 

•'     William  Webster,  Printing 

and  Bell  for  High  School, 

7   00 

A.  J.  Nutter,  for  Sponge, 

tnk&c, 

1   20 

Thomas  L.  French,  Labor  on    Furnaces    in    Cent 
Dist., 


Support  of  Poor  and  Highways. 
Amount  Paid  John  Brigham,  for  overseer  of  Poor   and    Highways, 

being  Town  Giant  1853,  82,800  00 

"         "     John  Brigham,  Town  Grant  for  widening  Spring  St.,         300  00 


Expense  of  Fire  Department. 
members  of  Engine    Co.  No.  1,  Poll    Tax  for    IS62, 
do  '•  No.  'J.  one    year's   duly    to 

May  1st  1853,  171   0i 

Members  of  Engine   Co.  No  3,  one    y,  ir's   duty   to 

May  1st  lv,;.  2    5      - 

Engineers  one  \  car's  s-erwee  to  iMav  1-!  1853  57  51 


35 

Amount  Paid  B.  !..  Priest,  taking  care  of  fngin.  one;  year, 
<•     extra  labor  by  order  of  f 
••     James  M.  Cameron,  eare  of  Engine   No.  I,  one  year, 

by  order  of  Engineers  and  -  I 

••     Charles  Long,  taking  ear,  ,  fKn   ii     N'o   3,  one  yi  ir, 

••  Daniel  A.  Tainter,  use   of  horse    to   draw    Engines, 

••  William  Tucker,    Straps   for    Nos.  1    &    2    Engim    , 

••  Oliver  Sawyer,  Repairs  on  Engine  Xo.  1, 

••  S.  I).   Learned,    funnel,    Charcoal    fce.    for    Engine 

House, 

•'  Shelton  &  Checver,  Repairs  on  Apparatus, 

'■  Mageo   &    Lindly,    Refreshments    at    sundry    times, 

■•  Charles  II.  Learned  jii.ni.  Rogers  ibr  Milk, 

"  John  Adams,  bill  for  Ref.vsl 

'•  Charles  1).  Liudlev,  Painting  No.  ,  Engine, 

»  ■•         eight  Buckets, 

"  Benjamin  Dana.  Neats  foot  <  >il  lor  Hose, 

'•  William  II.  higraham,  frocks  ami  Pants, 

•■  Ileni-j  Taylor  S  C  ■-.  side  Lamps  lor  No.  1. 

«  B.  L.  Priest,  care  of  No.  2  Engi  .e  Lo    Dee.  1st  130:5, 

••     «    ••  S.  D.  Learned,  for  Blank  Book. 

■•         "  (iranville  Barnard,  repairs  on  several  Engines, 

»  Josiah  [lasting,  Printing  By-Laws, 

-         "  Hunneman   M hering    apparatus    and    Repairs, 

■■  WinshipS:  Ruulslon,  for  fire  Caps  and  Hep  irs, 

«  Samuel  Noycs,  Sp,  age,  (  I        oal  K    . 

«  Shelton  &  Chcevcr,  ." bet    ,\    Hose,    Couplings 

••     pvoyal  (iilkey,  half  ton  Coal  and  Charcoal, 
"      A.B.  Rogers,  for  Oil  Suits, 
..         ..     riij:lll   p.    Tainter,   conveying    Hose    sundry    times, 
«     John    A.   Twitchell,   building     Hook    and     Ladder 

Carriage, 
•'     John  A.  Twitchell.  Poles,    Hooks   and   Signs  ....    do, 
■  ■     II.  1'.  lVe,  Painting  Ladders,  Lettering  &e  ,        , 
«         «      William  1  lorn  Jr.,    altering    Ladders    and    repairing 

House  for  Hook  and  Ladder  Carri     . 
••     M.  W.  Burke,  Stove  for  Hook  and  Ladder  Co. 
••     Pierce  &  Burnham,   three    Lo.  ks    and    fitting   same, 
«     John  W.  Priest,  for  articles  purchased   of  En     M    a- 

bers  of  No.  2  Company,  in  1801, 


13    33 


2   00 

I    13 


7  i  0 


18   7:< 
1    50 

i    .  0 


Mi 

scellaaeoxis  Expenses. 

Lowell  Inslitul 

in r  Savings, 

Wm.  II.  Dadm; 

ma:  Watchman  ami  S'otifi 

ing  ' 

fowl 

N'ewlon  Hank. 
Joseph  Crafts, 

i:  l,  n  -I, 
Transcribing  Town  l!ccoid 

Stodman   Unit . 

:         kil   ol   Count)    '1 

IK5 

Lowell  [nstitiiti 

.m    lor    Saiings.  six   month 

s   in 

Geo.  Bemis,  foi 

•services  1  i  ,       the  1 

ItcO 

it'  l! 

Legislature  i 

Company, 

Joshua  LoariuM 

in  Petitit f  Hancock    l'i 

1.  as  Wnt.  Iiman  \-., 

" 

;.i,!' 

William  Tuckc 

r,             do 

Jos,pl,    Crafts, 

lor     Transcribhu       t'owu 

lie 

cord 

l';p.i 

isja, 

11.  P.  Page.  Pa 

inting  'J'own  House 

S.  1).  Learned, 

-i  uionen  Ibi  Uecordsnnd 

Ah 

-   01 

Oliver  Sawyer, 

services  as  Policeman, 

(i  ,i   A    Wilsoi 

i,   four    Suppers    for    Sole 

i    an 

Town  Clerk 

IS  5  2, 

Xcwlon  liank, 

Town  Note, 

11  ilman  &  for 

nalil,  large    Safe    fur    Towi: 

Ue 

eonl 

Charles  I!.  Dai 

Inian.  scrvi  e    ..    I'oli 

!   .  lull 

l.'.O 


vale  Mutual  Co.  .'.-- 
.nuvll  Iiislilulir.ii  lor  Savings,  l.ei 
ci»al  on  orimnal  Note, 


ment  to  Joseph  Sanger  on    building    High    School 

House,  ■" 1 

B.  F.  Favrar  &  Co.  for  bringing  Safe  IVom  Boston,  .  2  00 
J.  D.  &M.  Williams,  twn  bills  lor   Liijuor   for   Town 

Agent,  for  1S.V2,  33i    GO 

-i. :,:,  no 

Discount  on  Taxes  before    August    ami    November,  391    53 

State  Treasurer,  amount  of  State  Tax  for  1853,  1,140  00 
Richard  Fletcher,  for  opinion    as    to    paying    Jos.  ph 

Sanger  for  damage  done  lo  his  pre  m  £ 

S.  D.  Learned,  one  year's  salary  as  Town  Agent,  I 


Ami 

unit 

Paul  S.  D.  Learned,  fi 

,r  sundry  bills  paid  by  him, 

•■     Trull  \  Brothers 

,  hill  for    l.i                   1 

»     Uoyal  liilkov,  1  ; 
••     Joshua  1..  ir'n  d, 

1-1  in  is  Coal  for  II  ill, 

Watchman  &c, 

«    Lowell  ; 

!          -        . 

I'own  S'oli    i 

•■      \\il!: 

v       I  man  and    N'otiiy- 

"     Stedman  Btittri,  1 
«     John  Tucker,  on, 

;,  towards  (' iv   Tax  for  isr.;l. 

■  year'.-  int.  resl  on  Town  N'ol 

'•     Anlipas  .1 

\c, 

•■       Will.   1..   Mil,..     1 

Stove,    Xew    Funnel    Sec, 
I'o.-tagc  in  lull  lo  Feb.  lsl   ISO-1, 

• 

••     William  II.  Ingri 
and  l>,   ilhs,  ai 

for  servic,  '  1       I'oWn  11.:! 
tl„-    liiTordin  ■    Births,    Marria  ;<  - 
id  making  return  of  ih, 

>'     Sov,  n  days  l!ea,l 

••     Thomas  Learned 

:    to   widen    Wahu  1 

iig  to  Cambridge  and    Con 1  bo- 

"     William  Horn  Ji 

1        .    .and    putting  up 

Stree.1  Sibils, 

••     Abatement* ',.n  '1 

mdii       1'     '     i       ■ 

■■     Elijah  !      it.     ' 

.  • 

■'     asTov.uTivas.is, 


Time  and  Exp,  use   I  ,  Lowell  I 

•■     John  Brijil.;  m,  Lumber  for  Urid  ■        n     I 

-      ,  Iv,  of  Poor;  II     I    .         -  ..    ■  : 

vini!  SI  ,ncs  out  of  River,  and  mal  in-  Round, 
••     Asa  I'ratl,  lor    Ballot    Boxes,  returning    Deaths    and 

If  i        ■  15  II 
"     Royal    Gilkey,   l'°r   ton    of  Coal    and    I  ; 

Town  Hall",  ' 

••     Uoyal  Gilkey,  for  Examining  Roads  &e., 
••     l'age&  Barnard,  fainting  and    Lettering    Signs   for 

'•     Under  &  Webster,   retaining    fees  in    Liquor    Cases, 
"     M.  Kingman's    bill   tor    Examining    Roads,    Printing 

Rewards  and  Notices,  and  services  al    L, 

relating  to  iTanco,  1.  Fr,  c  B 
"     Thomas  L.  French,  Examining  Ro 
«     N.  II.  Crafts,  I  oal  Stove  for  I  pper  Hall, 


38 
Amount  Paid  Win.  Tucker,  repairing  Wagon   for    Mr.  Eillcbrown,  U  in 

-     II.  P.  Page,  Painting  Town  Hall  inside  Sec,  G7    I, 

••     Josiali   Hastings,  -Printing    Tax    Bills,    Notices    and 


Recapitulation 
rotal  Amount  of  Receipts, 


Expenditures,       -       -       Schools. 

Amount  Paid  Treasures  and  Teachers  of  Schools,  8-1 ,0-1 7  04 
••     for  Fuel  for  Si  lio  -1-.  25G  17 
'•     for  Incidental   Expenses,  including  building,  furnish- 
ing and  repairing  School  Houses,  £1.:5;  5  41 

Amount  Paid  for  support  of  L'oor  and  Highways,  :;. 30 

Amount  Paid  Eire  Department,  I  .■■:.;  l-i 

Amounl  Paid  Miscellaneous,  9,027  23 

Outstanding  Taxes  in  hands  of  Samuel  Noyes  lo  collect,  1  !>G2  92 

Cash  in  hauds  of  Treasurer,  >23  02 


Amount  of  Debts  due  to  May  1st  1854. 

To  Schools,  81,200  00 

••  County  Treasurer,  balance  of  Tax  for  1853,  1,351    57 

-   Interest  on  Town  Notes  due  April  6th  1S54,  30  

"  Engine  Companies,  .May  lsl  1854,  1,2 

84,051    57" 


Estimated  Expenses  for  the  Ensuing  Year. 

r  Bel 1-. 

Support  of  Poor  and  Highways 

i      Inl     est  on  'J     ,u  L) 

fire  Department, 

Towards  paying  Town  Debt, 

1  nt  Expi  uses, 

I    i      'iK'l.i     I  >>  I.'  i     I!'  r      Imi-    l],,     |,.,-l    x  ,.,u 


AML'KI.  XOYES,   Ti 


0\  \\    (i 

vnsiiAi 

I10MAS 


INtiMAX,   - 
SKNCII, 


To  Lowell  Institution  for  Sa\ 


( leorgc  Pion  e, 
Juhu  Tucker. 


The  above  and  l'ur.- j  '  i    , 

of  Watcrtown,  is  correct,  and  proper!)  vow  ' 

i  homas  i  i\  i .i:\ioki:.        > 


ism  v  co 


;i:  ,i: 


:i)\vi\  i;iii;i.\mi.\. 


IVCu-WT.  |-:il.n,l-e 
D.-.ui,  William  ' 
Dickson,  Thomas 
Franklin,  Samuel 
Larnsworth,  Asa 
Fisher,  Michael 
Freeborn,  John 
Kilzjerald,  William 
Foll'cii,  Michael 
L-'itzSimmons,  Barney 
l'anvll.  .lohn 
Farrcll,  Thomas 

Gould,  Joseph 
Gould,  Geo.  1'. 
Grant,  Christopher,  Kst 
(.rant,  Samuel  W. 
Gay,  Seth  A. 
Gav,  William 
Oil',!,.,,  Klijah,  Estalc 
Gihuore,  Adison,  Estat. 
Coding,  A.  I.. 
Callage,-  Patrick 


■JO 

Delinquent;. 

sums  ol    lax, 

ufdelimjt 

MI'lll.   Mil 

i:s    /    ,.«i 

'    ■■"    Hum, 

Annis,  Ol 
Bent,  Luther 

Bright,  William  S.  5S  I  l  II"">-  ■'■>>■<• 

Brown,  Francis  13  50  "•'•'l'    '•<-> 

Bright,  William  1  DO  Kl.||V]  ;..,„.;, 

Broad,  Man  1  92  j(,.||:  '  Vi'thu 

l5ond,  John,  Estate  of  7  20 

Bates,  Cvrcnus  i  DO  Lyman,  He, 

lila.  k,  William  ?  2U  U-nrned  S. 

Black,  James  :;  !>0  ,-"1'1'--  ''■» 

ISrooks,  Kui'n-  F.  It  ill  \h  Ma.-ler.  \ 

liride,  Bichard  I  50  Morse.  Eiiak 

Bright,  [loraes  0.  a  CO  M  irsh,  11,  ni 

Breen,  William  l  60  Men,  ham,  G 

Bright,  Charles  11.  1  50  Mcliarvv,  J; 

Bowler,  George  ::  12  M,  Maiuius, 

Clark,  Josiah  S.  Jo  3u  jj1!^!"1"1^.'  ' 

Conrov,  Michael  3  12  ', ,'"  "!"'  '.','" 

C H.Bnen  1  50  ' ''l' ';V'  '■' 

Conuer,  Michael  1  M  ;         ,•■': 

Cameron,  James  M.  2  It;  "•"'•'.y'uu, 

Chandles,  Maleom  J  5o  Nl 

Collins,  John  1  5o  Newton,  l.c\ 

Daily,  Patrick  &  John 

Daily.  Patrick 


,a    ,      Olncv,  Samuel 
-°  °°   O'Brien,  V.  illia 


Melii 

win! 


Ti 

ill, 

fhos 

l\ 

i>l 

ii.  / 

\\ 

Isoi 

,'gcc 

W 

.eel 

sr,    \ 

•11 

NON-RESIDENTS. 

Bates,  Silas  11. 

39   36  I  S,    il    i,  r,  1 

:,   fio 

Braeketi,  Cephas 

■>  *.-,    Tl.urMun    Andrew  &  Co. 

1    9  2 

Cooli.lp-,  J.  (.; 

2    io     W  line,  Warren 

7    20 

Dunn,  K    B. 

12   On     Wutriss,  William 

9   GO 

1-:  h.r.lv,  .J..1.I1   s. 

7   jo    frin.  !..         Is  ■■  Taxes, 

81 

Fi.M-.  Gardner 

•j    i  o 

Frinek, 

9tj 

Gould,  Benjamin  A. 

;>  lS"        UN'PAID  TAXES   FOE 

1S52 

Green,  James 

'_>     -10 

Haviies,  P.  J. 

2  "':              RESIDENTS. 

Howe,  Kiilus 

11    52 

IL.zelton,  &  Co. 

;;  si 

Loeke,  llu.il. 

9   HO     Dunn    I!    R. 

10  50 

L.l.1.1,  William 

3   si     11, m,,-.  IW1 

in  20 

llascm,  Cvrns 

3   »(i     Learned  S    S 

1    50 

Quiuibv,  D.  0. 

2  Sji    Meaeliam  II.  A. 

2<i  ro 

Kitel.ie',  James 

12  oo     Ltiu-liie,  Join. 

ic  so 

Stevens,  Granville 

1   92    Watriss,  William 

S   4  0 

||£|     Watertown  Alms  House  in  account  with   j]|) 
*J  ||  i  LhG  Town  0i'  Watertown. 


Tl^lt-ranH  SpriS    St,      S  "o    \\n!'.'   '  '      'I 

J «;«...!   Ibr   i- ■  iUi,l 


DR.    Oversesrs  of  the  Poor  in  n  cct.  with  the  Town  of  Watertowu.     CR. 

Toi'a-I,  |„|.  ,;„•    l;,,:l,,|    |jf    ciiild- ~  l:.  ,■  I .        ;  i       . .  ,     ,    ,. 


Prnvi-i,.,,,, 
Ulnck-iiiitli  S:  W'l 


•"Mix  i;i;i(;iiA.\f. 
ISAAC  mom; 
1>ANJKL  A.  TALV 


INV  ■'  N  T  o  n  y 


Personal  Property  Jit   tin*    •  li : ;  Lion: 

"CV  .     -  '  i       .  ... 


i  (•(.«,.-  Sl>, 
li 

II  tnu's*  -.  -"  i,     13  I!  ■   ■ 

•J  l-i  loud  - 

U      on,  -<6j       Si    ...  do    -.-  . 

I    t  of  G  avi  :  -     :  Chain-.  tf:s,  II   nu 

10  ll.miiii.-i-  mill  IS  1'  i'i 

:  I!  ,     ll.iy  I  and  1-Ye.l  I  -1".  I 

•■-■.,■.■  r  : 

;  Iron  li  Man        I    ■ 

i:  Mi-.il.  si.;.; 

Meal  i  In      sin  i  '  '         l:     -.     -' 

i  i.       - 

Lot  ill"  'I'i Mil-  N..  .  in  .-      I  I'I 
i  I'eed  I '•  ■  -■  i  '  '--        i ' 

li.  'i  ilo  Untie  I'm  lloi-.-ell  ' 

.'.-:■-.  i;:.j  no 

Lot  Ol'  Pi  I. us  i 

;  I  Kails,  I  ,  IS  jo 

a  Sleds,  SJ5,     Stone  Di   _<.     ■>, 

iwaml  llrimUoi  I   on 

Wood  -  .  '•    .     ,  .  ' 

Sundries  in  Meal  11 
IU0  Hi-.  I.n-l.  -.'_•   si i,      llrieil  A]  |»li 

i,    .     ;  15       .  -i.  i  :.'. 

I  Carls,  -:>",     loi  ,,!   -  k\  no 

Tin  Ws  re,  515,     Iron  Wai 

Co]  |  er  l3o  li  i  sii   1  Kettle. 

15  Pails  ami  2  Coal  Hods  3  5o 

Lot  of  Croekerv  Wire, 


K               I  l-'orks,  -I  00 

Half  l.l.l.  1'i  Id.  -.  (salted.)  1 

9  S.„l  Irons,  2  Carpels,  SI2,  17  (.0 
Clo  k,  SI  .  S.  \'.\.  SI  2,  27  00 
H'         l  hairs,  -  !    In.     Table,  S3, 

1  -  I,       Seel     >,,;  10    ON 

i             I)  ..                ii  Ua            i  »o  s  ;.<i 

C  loth  If-.  .  fin.  -  \  .  3  oi 
1-2  Ji   ii   h.  -  -J    .ti,     Mi  .11  in, 

i                                         .  Tai     ,  -;,  io 
01.11!                  I 

■J    f            .-.'.!■.    .1  m,l     0,  2    ■•  > 

Client  of  Drawers,  S2.      i  I  hots  an.l  Trunk.  S2    ■-  -I   50 

10  yds.  Denims,  SI  :5,  : .  Hon  I  nh  S2,  3  2  i 
Lot  ..I  yarn,  r:.,     5  N'eiv  Shirts,  -  „    .n, 

2  1-2  v!  .  <                    .                     ,  .! 

U                ['   a  ami  Bel  Ban,  2   00 

1  I    I'll.'. 

Chesi  i  :'  Drawers,  Cli            ;  I      lit  land,  2   0. 

Dusk,  -l.     7  Chests  (in  atti.    •  S3   50,  I 

1!  ::  'an,  S3,     2.".  lbs.  tiiitler.  SO   25,  9   25 

Mulasse,  Can,  Vine  i  i  Ju     ami  I     utents,  1 

I  II'    I'm'..  8 

1G5  ll.s.  ShoulJers,  513  20,     17:;  11...  Ham,  S20   7,;. 

Vin.  rar  an.l  -  I  5  00 

5  l.l    -    Soap,  S2  .,     100  1b*.  Tall  .w,  ■     , 

Lot  of  Vegetables, 

o?s  ii  -.  Be.  f,  s.-i  >  so,    7;,  r; '   i  I     ...  sc, 

Sj  Sheets,  S22    .  0,      77    I 

1  -l  Wa.-hiim  Tnl.s.  57,     lot  of  Dish  Covers,  SI, 

ln|  Comforter-  an  J  tiuilts,  13 

H.  rls, 

52   -i  -.v.       ■'  .,  23  C 

37   Be.Nl,  37   00 

717   (  hairs,  •:.   27.'    11   Table  Cloths,  $4   GO.  ! :,   >j\ 

10  Chambers,  2  50 

•l  V.  in  I   iv  Curtains,  52,     2  Closets  in  Cellar,  SO,  8  00 

Floor  Mats.  S2,      Sugar  and  Bucket,  §2   50,  4   50 

C               !  Spices,  3  00 

35  Fowls,  11  CC 

Thread  and  Needles,  2  <   - 


TIIOM  VS  LTVEKMOKF,,  )  AwUiinn 

JOSHUA  COOUDUK.Jn..  [ 

EDWIN7  ROBINSON*.  \       Appraising  G 


ANNUAL    REPORT 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 


TOWN  OF  WATEirrOWN, 


For  the  year  ending  February  12th,  IS." 


W  A  L  T  II  A  M  : 

PRESS     OF    J  0  S  I  A  II     II  A  S  T  I  N  G  S  , 

18  5  5. 


STATE  OF  THE  TREASURY,  FEB.   12TII.   L855. 


Receipts. 
Maiscii   185-1. 

Amount  of  cash  in  Lands  of  Treasurer,  §223  0.' 
Out-standing  Taxes  in  hands  of  Samuel  Noyes,  as  Treasurer  ami 

Collet-tor,  to  collect,  1   062  92 

Cash  borrowed  on  Town's  credit,  from  Traders  Lank.  Boston,  J    00 

"             "                 "             "         ••         the  Newton  Bank,  1   000  00 

Amount  of  Taxes  committed  to    Samuel  Noycs    to  collect    1854,  20  222    12 

Cash  received  of  Stale  School  Tumi  1854,  1  1  I    9G 

Samuel  Noyes,  one  year's  rent  of  Store,  1.""  00 

Wm.  11    Ingraham,                 do,  125   00 

Elijah  Pratt,  rent  of  upper  Hall,  37  50 
AY.   S.   MeLauthlin,   Town    Agent   for    sale  ol 

Spiritous  Liquors,  1  19   82 

"            J.B.Keycs,  fortheWatertown  Fishery  1853-4, i  195  33 

"             For  (I  rave  Lots,  24   25 
Elijah  Pratt,  for  use  of  Town  Hall  to  Feb.  5th, 

1S55,  288  50 
Net  proceeds  from  Hay  Scales  to   Feb.  1st '55,  52  05 
"              From  City  of  Cambridge,  one   Iialf  of  expense 
of  setting  stone  on  the   boundary    line,    be- 
tween Cambridge  and  Watcrtuwn,  2  50 


1 

Expenditures    fo 
AMOUNT  PAID  Tl 
[•aid   William  Webster  of  the  High  School,  t 
"    Abncr  J.  Nutter,  Grammar  School, 
•'     1).  S.  Wcntworth,  East  School, 
«     C.  S.  Whitmore,  Wesl  School, 

"     C.  P.  Pinkham,  East  Si  1 1, 

"     MissF.M.  Chandler,  Centre  School, 
F.  M.  Nichols, 
S.  F.  White, 

Eliza  Harris,  Primary  School, 
Lydia  W.  Locke,  " 
A.  L.  Peirce,  Grammar  School, 
M.  A.  Richards,  West  School, 
II.]?.  dishing,  East  -  lio  il, 
II.  M.  Parkhurst,  "        " 
L.  B.  Russell,  Centre  School, 
W.  M.  Scribncr,  teaching  Penman 


i  ISO  1, 

■ 

7.;:.  32 

5   

400  00 

J  15  S3 

2'  G  25 

.-  G   25 

No.  'J. 

No.  l. 

20G   25 

20G   25 

20i 

85   22 

Hi 

.  : 

2 i 

Fuel    for    Schoo 
Paid  Royal  Gilkey  for  Coal, 
'■     K.  S.  Chaffee  for  Charcoal, 
"     Joseph  Crouch,  " 

••     W.  Rexford, 


S42G 

07 

21 

•19 

13 

60 

3 

" 

Incidental    Expenses    for    Schools. 

Paid  Patrick  Corcoran  for  care  of  East  School-house, 

"  Walcott  &  Emerson,  repairs  on  Pump,  West  School, 

"  Robert  C.  Rought,  care  of  Centre  School-house, 

"  Wm.  H.  Wicks,  repairs  on  West  School-house, 

"  Robert  C.  Rought,  care  of  Centre  School-house, 

"  Samuel  Wales  .lr.,  Settees  and  fixtures  for  School-houses, 

'•  Winship  &  Co.,  Trees  for  High  School-house  lot, 

"  Charles  J.  Barry,  Chairs  and  labor  for  West  School-house, 

"  Page  &  Barnard,  Glazing  &e., 

'•  (ieucral  School  Committee,  services  for  1853, 

"  Thomas  L.  French,  work  at  Centre  School-In  mso, 

'■  (l.W.  Harrington,  Trees  and  labor  on  1  li l- h  School-house  lot, 

"  Jon.  Goldbury,  examining  title  of  land   for    High    School, 

"  Joseph  Zane  &  Co.,  too  Copper  Pumps  and  Pipe,  Centre  S. 

"  George  W.  Harrington,   grading   and   labor   round    High 

School-house, 

"  George  Frazar,  sundry  bills  for  East  School, 

"  R.  C.  Rought,  Whitewashing  cellar  wall  Centre  School-h, 


5G 

00 

l  , 

02 

75 

00 

10 

i  i) 

IS 

66 

15 

51 

85 

00 

■2-2 

15 

62 

23 

50 

68 

68 

55 

tin 

21 

29 

13 

12 

Taid  Thomas  L.  French,  two  furnace  pots  ami  selling   the  same, 

••  McLauthlin  Bros.,  Books  for  Town  School,  i  i  !)9 

"  Patrick  Corcoran,  care  of  East  School-house, 

"  Charles  J.  Barry,  sundry  articles  for  West  School,  7  'Jo 

"  Robert  C.  Bought,  care  of  Centn    School 

"  William  Lathrop,  care  of  West  School-house,  G  87 

"  Elijah  Pratt,  labor  with  settees  from  Town    House  to  lli;_'h 

School-house,  1  50 

"  William  Webster,  Books  for  High  Si  hool,  23  50 

"  McLauthlin  Brothers,  Books  and  Ink  for  Schools,  G  90 

"  Artemas  Kogers,  repairing  three  Clocks  foi  school  ,  3  50 

"  Samuel  Noyes,  Brooms,  Ink  &c,  for  Schools,  5  77 

"  William  Horn  Jr.,  Stock  and  labor  at  Centre  School-house,  114  -111 

'•  Antipas  Jackson,  Irons  for  Scl 1-housc  fence,  3  53 

"  W.  L.  Stiles,  Funnel,  services  &c,  for  School- houses,  11  25 

"  E.  C.  Rogers,  Coal  Hods,  Stove  Grates  &c,  for  schools,  -1  32 

"  Daniel  Cummings,  Mats  for  schools,  'J 

"  David  Prouty,  Grate.  Pipe  and  labor,  East  School-house,  -1  88 

"  Alfred  Mudge,  Printing  School  Reports,  15  00 

'•  C.  P.  Pinkham,  Thermometer  and  Pail,  1  OS 


Expenses    of  Poor    and    Highways. 
Paid    George  W.  Harrington,  amount  of  Tow  n  Grant  for  support 

of  the  Poor,  1854,  S500  00 

"     George  W.  Harrington,  amount  of  Town  Grant  for  support 

of  Highways,  1854,  2  050  00 


530  vi 


Expense  of  Fire  Department. 

Amount  paid  Members   of  Engine    Company    Xu.  1,  one    year's 
duty  to  May  1=1  lb.j-l, 
"  Xo.  2,  dj. 

"  '•  Xo.  2,         six  months'  duty, 

"  "              Xo.  3,         one  year's  duty, 

"  "     Hook  and  Ladder  Co.,     do, 

"  Engineers,  one  year's  servires  to  May  l.-t  1 S .".  I, 

"  Thomas  Livcrmore  2d,  one  year's  service  as  Steward, 

No.  1, 

"  "         "          four  months*         do         do        XTo.  2, 

"  William  Tucker,  Straps  for  Xos.  1  and  2, 

"  C.  D.  Lindley,  Painting  and  Lettering  Fire  Caps, 

"  Charles  Long,  one  year's  service  as  .Steward,        Xo.  3, 

"  "              "         Xeats  Oil,  Coal  &c.,                      Xo.  3, 

"  A.  J.  Adams,  Horses  on  Xo.  3  sundry  times, 


170 

00 

Ml 

00 

."■" 

OM 

217 

50 

115 

no 

nil 

50 

.Ml 

1G 

G7 

2 

.-1 

.'I 

Ml 

33 

33 

Ami.  paid  Joseph  Crafts,  foui  Buckets, 

MagecSt  Lindley,  Neats  Oil  &c, 
E.  N.  Lord,  Horses  on  Engines, 
"         A.  1).  Drew,  care  of  Hook   and  Ladder    Carriage  and 

House  one  year, 
"         Green  &  Adams,  repairing  Lamps  on  Engines, 

Oliver  Sawyer  cash  paid  for  labor  at  fire,  (Earrar's  B.) 
John  Adams,  Crackers  &C.,  Spring  Hotel  fire, 
W.  II.  Dadmun,  cleaning  Hock  and  Ladder  Carriage, 
Oliver  Sawyer,  services  as  Steward,  and  repairs  on  E. 
Oliver  Sawyer  and  six  others,  as  lircmen  on  Nos.  1    & 

2  to  Oct.  2d  185-1,  ISG 

'•         Thomas  Livcrmore  2d,  as  Steward  four  and  a-half  mos.  1 1 

Newton  Centre  Engine  Co  ,  lor  services   and   Ilorscs, 

at  lire,  White's  Shop,  15 

E.  X.  Lord,  drawing  Engine  home  to  East  Cambridge, 

"         Granville  Barnard,  repairs  on  Engines,  27 

Magee  &  Lindley,  Refreshments,  I  )il  ixc.,  03 

"         K.  S.  Chaffee,  Charcoal  for  Engine  Houses,  1 

A.  B.  Rogers,  seven  Oil  Suits  for  Company   No.  2,  14 

"  Ruggles,  Nourse  &  Mason,  repairing  lord's  small  Eng.,  8 

Samuel  Noyes,  Fluid,  Oil  and  Refreshm.  nts,  15 

James  F.  Russell,  Brass  Pipe  for  Companj  No.  3,  9 

"         Anti[>as  Jackson,  repairing  Fire-hooks  &c, 

'•         Green  &  Adams,  repairing  side  Lamp,  o 

"         Royal  Gilkey,  use  of  Horses  and  Man  to  get   Engines 

home  from  tires,  1 1 

"         Shelton  and  Chcever,  repairing  H.-c  \c ,  1" 

"        Winship  &  Roulston,  one  Signal  Lantern  for  No.  2,  1 1 

Gilbert  Nichols,  rent  of  Building  nineteen  months,  for 
the  Hook  and  Ladder  carriage, 
"  Benjamin  Dana,  Refreshments    at    Spring  Hotel  F 

"         Thomas  1'attcn,  repairs  on  Engine  Apparatus. 


Miscellaneous    Expenses. 
Paid   Lowell  Institution  for  Savings,  six  mo.  interest   on    Towi 

Notes, 
"     Traders  Bank,  interest  on  Town  Note, 
"     Joshua  Learned, 'Watchman  and  notifying    Town   Officer! 
"      Butler  &  Webster,  drawing  sc\a  nteeii  complaint-  a^.iin-t  <  I 

A.  Wilson  and  Abel   Hunt,  and   trial    before  the    Fob.. 

Court  at  Lowell, 
"     Newton  Bank,  interest  on  Town  Note. 


50 

10  05 

2  00 

i 

15  I  0 

l  50 
IS  75 

10  00 

30  CS 

4  -lb 

-; 

S17  01 

Dana  &  Cobb,  co  I   of  Execution   rceovere  1   . 

Newton,  by  W.  A.  "White  an<l  E.   0.    Byington    by  fault 

of  non-appointment  of  Pound  Keeper,  2.8   I'.) 
N.  II.  Crafts,  making  out  a  slatei  u  ill    i  I'  dim  n    ei 

tance  from  dwellings  north  of  Beln    ■.- 

the  present  Town  House,  and  the  location  proposed   by 

Belmont  to  be  (?)  for  a  Tow.,  House  in  that  section,  3  00 
Lowell    Institution   for   Savings,  Interest   on    Town    Note 

S3000, 
Stedman  Buttriek,  balance  of  County  Tax  1853.  I   35]   .  !) 

Joshua  Learned,  as  Watchman  &e., 

Ivers  J.  Austin,  defending  Town  against  division,  200  I   l 

Whitton  .v  Train,  Spikes  for  Beuiis'  Bridge,  IT  25 

John  R.  Farnum,  damage  to  Sleigh  on  account  of  bad  road,  2  00 

Joseph  Bird,  bill  paid  for  Printing  Petitions  on  Cemeteries,  i1    50 

Joseph  Crafts,  balance  acct.  for  Iransi  ribing  Town  U< 'ds,  1 1 

Trull  Brothers,  Liquors  for  Town  Agency,  40  22 

Royal  Gilkcy,  ton  of  Coal  lor  Town  [louse,  9  50 

Josiah  Hastings,  Printing  Notices,  Re]              ,  89  62 

John  B.  II.  Fuller,  Lumber  for  Bemis'  Bridge,  105  CI 

Traders  Bank,  Town  Note,  1   1 

Newton  Bank.  Town  Note,  1   0i 0 

'William  Tucker,  as  Watchman  and  notifying  Town  Meet's.,  212  00 

Alfred  Mudge  &  Son,  Printing  fifty  Pi  1  50 
Assessors,  making  Town,  County  ami  State  Taxes,  and  for 

Abatement  of  Taxes  on  School-housi  s,  200  00 
Joshua  Learned,  expense  of  committing  Richard  Degan  to 

Hospital  at  "Worcesh  r,  C  50 
Joshua  Learned,  expense  of  committing   Jamc:  Degan    to 

Hospital  at  Worcester,  1"  50 
Thomas  L.  French,  Committee  lor  opposing  division  of  the 

Town,  G  00 

Thomas  Jordan,  Grading  and  Graveling  Forest  Street,  252  ■><> 

M.  Kingman,  services,  laying  out    ami   examining    Streets,  8   "ll 

"         "        Committee   for   opposing   division   of  Town,  10  00 

Royal  Gilkey,           do                   do                   do,  G  i  0 

Wm.  II.  Ingraham,  "Witness  on  same,  5  00 

Samuel  Noycs,             do            do,                                <  5  00 

Antipas  Jackson,          do            do,  •".  00 

Mrs.  Rogers,  damage  to  bedding  in  ca  e  of  Small  Pox,  17  00 

11.  P.  Page,  Painting  and  Whitewashing  Upper  Hall,  25  00 

Joshua  Learned,  as  Watehinan  and  Xclil'ying  Meetings,  SG   00 

Lowell  Institution  for  Savings,  on  Principal,  1   ' 

do            do,   one  year's  interest  on  Town  Note,  S7  000,  385  00 

do  do,   six  mouths'  do,  S2  000,  fi 

do            do,   six        do              do,                       JS   725,  239  91 


Paid  Little  &  Brown,  Supplement  to  Revised  Statutes,  (I  50 

•■    John  A.  Twitchcll,  Hoarse-body,  Painting  &c,  92  75 

"     N.  II.  Crafts,  Surveying  and  making  plans  of  Streets,  2C  50 

"    Thomas  Jordan,  Grading  and  Graveling  Foresi  Streets,  123  82 

"     George  \V.  Harrington,  removing  stones  from  River,  45  00 

"         '•  "    clearing  gravel  and  stone  from  Raceway,  28  50 

"     George  Pierce,  one  year's  interest  on  Town   Note,  SI   000,  55  00 

"     Benjamin  P.  Farrar,  carting  Lumber  for  Bemis'  Bridge,  7  On 

"     Samuel  Barnard,  Witness  on  division  of  Town,  -  00 

"     Samuel  Richardson,  Medical  attendance  and  help  paid  in  a 

ease  of  Small  LVx,  33   80 

"     William  Horn  Jr.,  Labor  repairing  Bemis' Bridge,  8C  45 

'•     Labor  and   Materials,   building    Pest-house   on 

Town  Farm,  27  09 

"     W.  S.  McLauthlin,  as    Town    Agent   for  sale   of  Liquors,  75  00 

"  "  '■  jiaid  lor  K\prcs.-ing  Xe.,  1    72 

"     McLauthlin  Brothers,  Stationery  and   Valuation  Book   for 

Assessors,  25   3  7 

"     John  Sarsfield,  Painting  and  Lettering  Signs,  0  00 

"     Samuel  Noyes,  Land  taken  to   widen    Green    Street,  and 

moving  Fence, 
"     State  Treasurer,  State  Tax,  1854, 
"     Priest  &  Parker,  Lumber  for  Bemis'  Bridge, 
"     Discount  on  Taxes  in  August  and  November, 
"     Chavles  Bemis,  Committee  ou  division  of  the  Town, 
"     E.  N.  Lord,  carting  Lumber  for  Bemis'  Bridge, 
"     Lowell  Institution  for  Savings,  six  months'  interest  on  Note 

S3   000, 
"    Joshua  Learned,  as  watchman  and  notifying  Town, 
"     William  Tucker,  as  Watchman  &c., 
"     Philemon  Priest,  as  Watchman, 

"     John  Tucker,  one  year's  interest  on  Town  Note,  £  100, 
"     J   B.  Keyes,  examining  Records  and  location  of  Streets, 
"      Benj.  Dana,  as  Witness,  and  cash  paid  Witnesses  on  division 

of  the  Town,  10  00 

"     Benj.  Dana,  Postage  to  December  31,  1854,  5  71 

"    McLauthlin  Brothers,  Record  Book  &c.,  4  81 

"     Thomas  L.  French,  building  Town  Tomb,  .    211   '.'1 

"     Abatement  on  Town,  County  and  State  Taxes,  1854,  200  77 

"     Abatement  on  out-standing  Taxes,  1853,  28  G2 

"     W.  II.  Ingraham,  services  as  Town  Clerk  one  year,  2j  00 

"         "  "         services  recording  and   returning    Births, 

Marriages  and  Deaths,  4  9   70 

"     W.  II.  Ingraham,  ten  and  a-half  days,  reading  and  proving 

Transcriptions  of  Town  Records,  21  00 

"     Joseph  Crafts,  ten   and    a-half  days,  reading   and    proving 

Transcriptions  of  Town  Records,  21   00 
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14 
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50 
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tid  Samuel  Noyes,  services  as  Colic  'tor  of  Ta  :i    .  I  ij 

"     Samuel  Xoves,  si  rvi  es  as   LWn    1 

OiLv-c,  I!  i  Town  I!  ill, 

••     Jason  Coolc,  making  four  Guide  I 

•■     Royal  Gilkey,  Coal  lor  Town  Hall  ami  U'atuli-lioi 

"     Wm.  Horn  jr.,  Stock  and  Labor  on  Bridge,  Galci 


rson  Watch-house  ami  H 


"     V..  Pratt,  caro  of  Town  II  ill  and  Cash  paid  for    CI 

'•     George  W.  Harrington,  boarding  Kurse.  and    L'aticnt,   five 

weeks,  in  Pest-house, 
■•     Win.  L.  Stiles,  repairing  Stove  in  Town-liouse,  &c\, 
"     Thomas  Patten,  repairing  Hearse  11 
■■     John  Urigham,  Lumber  for  Bonis'  [iridic, 
"     Asa  Pratt,  Mowing  burial  ground  ami  ringing  bell, 

do,     Land  taken  to  widen  Green  St.,  and  moving  Fence, 
-     M.  Kingman,  for  Horse  and  Carriage,  and  expenses  to  Con- 

•■  M.  Kingman,  cash  paid  County  Commissioners  Ibrentr}  lee, 
du,     F.xaminingand  r, -porting  on  r-uinli-\  pel ili<  >n>  <"m  in.nl-, 

"  Eoyal  Gilkey,  services  laying  oul  Streets,  &c, 

•■  Alfred  Pratt,  making  return  of  Deaths, 

••  J.  \Y.  Clark,  Land  taken  to  widen  Green  Street, 

"  Newell  Brown,  services  as  witness  on  division  of  the  Town, 

••  Stedman  Buttrick  Esq.,  toward    Count}  Tax,  LS54, 

Recapitulation- 

Total  amount  of  Receipts, 

Expenditures. 
SCHOOLS. 

Amount  paid  Teachers, 
for  Fuel, 
as  Incidental  Exp<  uses, 

Amount  paid  for  support  of  Poor  and  Highways, 

Amount  paid  Fire  Department,  » 

Amount  paid  Miscellaneous, 

Out-standing  Taxes  in  hands  of  Samuel  No}  i 

Cash  in  hands  of  Samuel  Noycs  as  Treasurer, 


1 

235 

53 

SG 

■.';-:;. 

53 

; 

850 
SIT 

nil 
C] 

S25  578   2i 

The  above  and  foregoing  accounts  of  Samuel  Noycs,   Treasurer  of  the  Towi 
of  Watcrtown,  i-s  correct  and  properly  vouched. 

IVEBS  J.  AUSTIN,  ,      Auditing 

JOSEPH  B.  KEYES,  V 

Wm.  H.  1NGRAHAM,  \     Committee. 


10 
AMOUNT  OF  DEBTS   DUE  TO   MAY  1st,   1855 

Schools,  M    S00  i   - 
Du  ■  fl  :•  Small  Engines, 

[merest  on  Town  N'otes  due  April  3d,  I ■ 

Sundry  bills  due  unpaid,  4     • 

Balance  due  County  Treasurer,  I 

;:1   008  ;   ■ 

Estimated    Expenses    for    the    ensuing;    Year. 

•'        '•      Support  of  Poor  and  Highways,  '.-'    

••      Interest  on  Town  Debt,  ! 'U 

"         "      Fire  Department,  1   ' 

••      Pay  towards  Town  Debt,  1  000  00 

"      Contingent  Expenses,  3  I 

•'        ••      To  supply  deficiencies  for  the  past  year,  2  ' 

•'      Making  new  road  from  Grove  to  Brighton  Street,  580  00 


SI 7   -J--"  00 
Submitted:  SAMUEL  NOYES,  Treasurer. 

MARSHALL  KINGMAN,  )      Selectmen 

JAMES  BROWN,  of 

ROYAL  GILKEY,  )     Watertoicn. 

Schedule  and  Valuation  of  Property  owned  by  the  Town  of  Watertown. 

Town  Farm  and  Buildings, 

Personal  Property  on  Town  Farm, 

Town-house  and  Land, 

Furniture  in  Town-house, 

Land,  Centre  School-house  and  Furniture, 

"      High  School-house      do        do, 

"      East  School-house        do        do, 

"  West  School-house  do  do, 
No.  1  Engine  and  Apparatus, 
No.  2  Engine  and  Apparatus, 
No.  3  Engine-house  and  Land, 
No.  3  Engine  and  Apparatus, 
Hook  and  Ladder  Carriage  and  Apparatus, 
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DELINQUENTS. 


The  following  are  tlio  names  ami   sums   of  Taxes  of  delinquents  in   tbo 

payment  thereof,  agreeably  with  the  V of  the  Town. 

'  SAMI  ML  NOi'KS,    Treasurer  and  Coll 

Al.lrich  Gardner        03  '  nani.-l  (val.)  24  M  NONRESIDENTS. 


Bright  Win.  S.  68  21 

Ciowlev  Michael  1  20 

CiowleV  YA.  Kstate  9  12 

Cooliclge  John  Jr.  27  -11 

Cooliclpe  A.  II.  12  27 

Collisan  Thomas  1  HO 


■    \\  2  40 

■    0.  U  27 


1.1s  Gardner  3  00 


Manachan  Tcrcnc. 

M.     ,.'!,:, II    l>.l.     A. 


M.I  ..,.:, i.i  ,i  Wi  liam     1   2'i       1'riiil;  i>0 

McCormie  Michael        1  30      Oilson  I '..  2  01 

II   ■■■.-  CI  :'■-  S          13  GO 

!!  '  !l  -;  tllte2ol 


Nichols  Gilbcr 
icy  San 
:ten  Tin 


1 


•11  I).     ..7 
Ir.  1 

II.  1 


h  Kstate     23  40 
ucl  IV.  1  30 


I:       .   ■  Da     I  19     - 

Keel-  Arthur  1  I  i 

Lvneh  William  1  00 


t:..v,t  u .:,  ;>.    i"  70 


I .:-....  l  C. 


Wl-.ii,.  w. 
\\',-l, -,!..• 


0    Oil 


D   " 
',1-i.;!'j' ,','.', !:,  UNPAID  TAXES  1853. 


W  I..  .  ■•  ,   A.   I. 

Whitman  .Mm  ! 

Whitnev  Muses 

Whr.e  IVm.  A.  ,u  ■>;  .    - 

WhitQ  Win.  G.  1  20      White  Warren  7  20 


.hie  John  K-late 

1 
[l      HaynesJ.  P. 


12 

AX  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  RECEIPTS  AND  KXPENDTT! 

of  the  Overseers  of  tlic  Poor  ami  Highway  Survcyo.    i  I 
Town  of  Watertown  fortl.o  year  ending  l-cb.  PJ, 

Received  of  Old  Board,  SI  47 

Tow,,  grant  for  support  of  Highways,  2  350  (  0 

Poo:,  : 00     2 

Sale  of  Cow  and  Calf, 

Hog  and  Pijs,  15  35 

fowls  and  Clii  :kc  ns,  11  04 

1G  tons  and  485  lbs.  Hay,  3:  G  58 

•2030  lbs.  Straw,  13   19 

Tallow,  Suet,  Card  27  v7 

■•          Apples  653,     Beets  30,  53   3.1 

Cowliide,  4  G7,      Rye  1  30.  5   07 

Hani  10  70,     Pork  10  90,  30  00 

Received  for  Labor  of  hired  men,  15S   S3 

Sale  of  Gravel  and  Stone,  22  CO 

"         Board  of  State  Paupers,  20  7:) 

Small  Pox  Patient,  1  J  00 

Middlesex  Count\  lor  Board,  17   ll 


E  X  P  E  X  1)  I  T  L  1! 

R 

or     Lai  lor, 

"     Labor  and  Stone 

on  Culvert, 

«     Horse  5250,     C 

iw  and  Calf  S50, 

"     Provisions, 

"     Grain  and  Meal, 

"     Lumber, 

••     Care  of  Cliildrei 

•'     Coal  and  "Wood, 

«     Harnesses  59  52 

,     Stone  and  Gravel  50  Si 

»     Wheelwright  and  Black-smith, 

'•     Groceries  5,3.1  49,     Dry  Goods  and  Clothiu 

"     Transferring  an, 

1  Board  of  Paupers, 

"     Medical  Attends 

ace  and  Medi  ine, 

"     Tin  Ware  7  24, 

House  Repairs,  14  43, 

«     Sundries  in  smal 

1  bills, 

«     Salaries, 

«      Cash  on  Land, 

G.  W.  HARRING! 
J.  W.  MAGEE, 

o.\ 

"'7-    31 

37  00 


i  Over.ii  ■  rs  of  Poor 

)    °J    II  '■■■' 


13 

IDl".      Surveyor  of  Highways  in  account  with     Ol", 
the  Town  of  Watertown. 


t'l-ll    l.T  hlb.il-.il     111 


■'•1, 


r,\  Hi'  iv '  .. 


!Ql\    Watertown  Alms  House  in  account  with    UT, 
the  Town  of  Watertown. 


L'eb.  9,  1-  .5. 


Me.lieiiieS:  Mol:,-.il  :.!■.. ■. ..1. .!...-,  i  1   -  ■      ">• 

I'l-ovMoix,  1-  '  '  -      "  11        ! 

lirnill  illl.l   Mrill,'    ,  2Mi    II    '  illivs    ,11'    l:ll.or     (Ml    I'm:        . 

O.nlimil  W I.  120  33  r2  50  per  week,  53 J 

Groceries,  503  l»     '■  Hum       I' -H 

I'n   i-uii.l  I'lulliiii'.'.  05  01  ■       I  •     '     I    .  , 

'Tin  Ware,  721     •■  luimi  ,    -,    ,i„  ;    alms    lieu  e,    1  310  02   V 

■  II. .ii-    repair.-,  1-143  

'Lumber,  M  M')  5-2 

•  K..  ]..■!■'-  salary,  M .r->.  5  yr-  ,  L  J     '         ■■  .  «... 

Uovnigtwi,  1--  >•"•'        ,|„  ,.,„.,-,.„,,  |   tlu-iilm*  tf 

■  Horse  250,  Cow  50,  1  ;-.i:,  02      * 


i.nukaham.    I  Cu, 


An  Account  of  Labor  performed  on  all  the  Streets,  as  follows. 


Scraping   ruts   ami  \ 
picking  .Stone  on   all   |     Days  by  Keeper,  |  Days  by  Men,  |  Days  by  Horses, 

WORK  on  Culverts,                    39  1-2  IS.   1-1  102  1-2 

•/BELMONT           St.               n  i;_>  :u  1.2 

MAIN                       '•                 80  1-2  392  330 

MT.  AUBURN       "                   9  34  31 

BACON  HILL       "                  3  1-2  17  10 

>f    COMMON'                "                    5  1-2  18  11 

BRIGHTON           «                  5  15  17 

PLEASANT          "                 •:  .1  3 

LEXINGTON        "3  S  8 

tf   WASHINGTON     "                   6  21  21 

PALFREY             "                   2  8 

SPRING                  "                    l  o  *2 

*    FOREST               "2  :  G 

GALEN                   "3  :  io 

NORTH  '•  2 

GREEN                                     c  is 

Jobbing                                            13  1-2  61    1-2  -17 

219  923  3-1  767 
Whole  number  of  days  by  Men  and  Horses,  1  911  1-4. 


Inventory  of  Personal  Property  at  the  Alms  House  in  Watertowii, 
as  appraised  Feb.  9th,  1855. 


4  Howes,  $G50,     1  Cow,  S45, 

7  Fowls, 

Harnesses,  SG5,     Blankets  and  Cireingles,  S5, 

Chains,  52  50,     S  Cattle  Ties,  S3, 

1  Buffalo  Robe, 

2  Horse  Carts,  S  10",     Large  Wagon,  $65, 

1  Small  Wagon,  $35,     1  Gravel  Scraper,  $5, 
Pun-  and  Horse  Rake,  S3,     1  Grain  Cradle,  SI  5 

2  Sled.,  $20,     1  Stone  Drag,  S2, 

3  Ploughs  and  Cultivator, 
Manure,  $100,     11  Tons  Hay,  $220, 

2  1-2  Tons  Straw, 
10  Hammers  and  15  Drills, 
Ropes  and  Blocks,  $5,     Iron  Bars,  S5, 
Hay  Cutter  and  Fred  Chest, 
i;  Shovels,  $S,     9  Pickaxes,  $5, 
•1  Axes,  $2  50,     5  Manure  Forks,  $7, 

4  Wrenches,  $2  50,     Winnowing  Mill,  S9, 
Tools  &c.  in  Shed  Chamber,  S35,      Ladders.  Si, 
Wheelbarrow  and  Grindstone,  -l   00 
Seales.  $5,     2  Hoes,  Rake  and  Oil  Dripper,  SI,  6  00 
19  Bushels  Rye,  $26,     Meal,  $5,                                           3100 
49  lbs.  Lard,  $6  12,     01  lbs.  Dried  Apples,  $9,                    15  12 

3  Bushels  Beans  S7  50.  5  1-2  lbs.  Tea  $2  IS,  9  GS 
2  galls.  Oil  and  Can  $2,  20  lb..  Salt  Fish  80  2  80 
0  lbs.  Saleratus  -12,  HI  lbs.  Tobacco  SI,  4,42 
1-2  bbl.  Pickles  (salted,)$2,  2  1-2  bbls,  Soap  S10,  12  00 
300  lbs.  Clear  Pork  S30,  65  lbs.  Butter  SI  7  55,  i  7  ;,j 
133  lbs  Baeon  $14  03,  40  lbs.  Tallow  S4,  IS  C3 
175  lbs.  Beef  SI  7  50,  2  bbls.  Cider  $6,  23  50 
Molasses  Can,  Vinegar  Jug  and  contents,  1  25 
Cabbages  and  other  Vegetables,  17  00 
Sugar  and  Bucket,  1  83 
Coffee,  Chocolate  and  Spices,  2  92 
16  bbls.  Potatoes  $45,     6  bbls.  Apples  $6,                             51   00 


25  00 

26 

5P 

20  00 

35  00 

3, 

3  00 

25  '"i 

10  00 

7  00 

15  00 

9  50 

11  50 

Ill 

J  bbl.  FlourS12,     -1  lbs  Hops  HO,  12     U 

1  bu.  Rye  Meal  SI  50,     l  bu.  Indian  Meal  SI  12,  2  G2 

3  cords  \\ 1  315,     3-1  ton  Coal  22  00 

■1  Tables  SO  75,     l  Tabic  and  Ben.  h<  -  $10,  10   75 

31  Chairs  810  05,     3  Stoves  -  1  50,  15    l.j 

0  Bureaus  and  Chesl  P.,  ,-.     .  10  00 

12  Chests  an  1  Boxes  i  G2,  1  Old  Clock  815,  17  G2 
6  Clothes  Horses  and  Lines  S2  50,     2  Baskets  B0,  3   30 

1  Warming  and  Bed  Pan  SI,     1  Cradle  SI  37,  2  37 

1  Syringe  SI,     5  Dish  Covers  SI,  '-'  00 

2  Looking  Classes  25,  1  Bell  50,  7.". 
Knives  and  Forks  $2,     0  Sad  Irons  S5,  7  00 

tsS7  50,     1  Sofa  S10  00,  17    " 

17  Table  Cloths  S5,     5  Floor  M  us  27),  ..   25 

I  Secretary  SO,  Tin  Wait'  S15,  21  00 
IronWareS:.,  Crockery  Ware  S10,  10  00 
Lauterns  and  Lamps  82,  3  Lightsiands  SI,  ;;  00 
Copper  Boiler  and  Kettle,  G  00 
10  Pails  and  'J  Coal  II  .ils, 

II  WashtubsSl,     I  Scaldinp  Tub  -1, 

■1  Window  Curtains  SI,     I':  Cham!,  r-  82,  :;  01) 

Child's  Linen  87,     5  new  Shirts  82  ".0  !J  50 

8  j  Is    Denims  81,     2  1-2  yds.  S.uincts  ..-1  G7,  2  07 

3-1  lb.  Vain  SI,     1  pair  Socks  37,  1    IB 

13  yds.  Cotton  Cloth  -1  17,     G  yds.  Cotton  Flannel  G<3,         1   S3 

1  pair  Shoes  $1,     Needles  and   L'hrcad  -J,  3  00 

70  TowelsS7,     bl  Sheets  822,  2: 

78  Comforters  and  Quilts  S100,    GG  Pillow  Cases  85  33,    lor.  3.1 

■is  Straw  BedsS21,     It  Feather  Be  Is  8G0,  Si   w 

37  Bedsteads,  25  00 

Lot  Posts  and  Old  Lumber,  10  uu 

Suu  hies  in  Meal  Room,  5  "" 

Closet  and  contents  in  Barn,  3  00 

2  Cupboards  in  Cellar,  S  00 
Meal  Chest  and  Casks  S7,     Basket    -  ' 

2  Feed  Boxes  and  lot  of  new  Boards,  -1  50 

Lot  of  empty  Barrels  S3  50,     .Medicine  55,  8  50 


J.  B.  KEYES,  )  !       •     ■ 

W.   II.  IXGRA1IAM,     \- 

IVERS  J.  AUSTIN,       )  Appraising    <     it 


«1  »V* V  ir.l  I,    11 1]  i*  O  Ml  T 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 


WATERT  O  "W  INT 


FOR  TIIH  YEAR  ENDING   PEI5RUARY   II,  1856 


W  A  I.T1I  A  M  : 

I' BESS     or    JOSIA  II     II  AS  I  INI 

I  8  6  0  . 


STATE  OP  TIIE  TREASURY  FEBRUARY   Lira,  1856. 


Keceipts. 
Amount  of  Cash  on  hand,  balanco  of  last  year, 
Outstanding  Taxes  in  hands  of  Samuel  Noyes  a,  Treasure,  and 

Collector,  to  collect,  1'M" 

Borrowed  of  John  Davis,  on  credit  of  the  Town, 

«        of  Newton  Bank,  '■ "" 

Amount  of  Taxes  committed  .0  Joseph  B.  Kcyes  to  collect,  23,«52  81 

Amount  received  of  Mad-  School  Fund, 

of  W.  S.  MeLauthlin,  Town  Agent,  for    ale  ol 
SpirHous  I^uors  Oct.  3d  1854,  to  May  20th,  IS55,  100  51 

Amount  received  for  Grave  lots,  " 

of  Samuel  Noycs  for  one  year's  rent  ol   Store,  l->u 

of  W.  11.  [ngraham  for  cue  year's  rent  of  Store,  125  00 

of  Elijah  Trail,  for  rent  of  Upper  Hall,  :;7   :'° 

of  Elijah  lVatt,  for  use  of  Town  Hall  to  Feb.  1st,  308   75 

W.J.Lindley,  net  proceeds  from  Hay  Scales,  13  32 

Note  «iven  to  Jeremiah    Russell,  for   building    Stone    Wall   on 
Snrine  Slrcct.  due  April  llth,  1850, 


Expenditures.       •      -  Schools. 

AMOUNT  PAID  TEACHERS. 
Paid  William  Webster,  one  year's  salary, 

••      A.  J.  Nutter,  one  year's  salary, 

..      C.  T.  PiuUham.  one  year's  salary, 

..      GcorSo  V.  Pinkham,  one  term, 

«      David  Packard,  two  terms, 

«      Miss  11.  M.  Parkhurst,  one  term, 

"      Miss  A.  L.  Peirce,  Assisi  mt,  High  School,  one  year, 

«      Miss  L.  B.  Russell,  one  year, 

..      Miss  E.  S.  Peirce,  part  of  year, 

«      Miss  Emil.N   RoUmis,  part  of  term, 

«      Mis.  Jane  Tower,  one  term, 

•■      MissF.  M.  Nichols,  one  year, 

•■      Miss  Eliza  Harris,  one  year, 

..      MissM.  A   Richard.-   one  ;     n, 

«      Miss  S.  1'.  White,  one  year, 

>'      Miss  S.  A.  Jarvis,  two  (onus. 


!, 

250  00 


4 

Fuel  for  Schools. 

Paid  R.  Gilkcy  &  Co.,  for  Coal,  S;:<>7  70 

•■      Sundry  persons  for  Charcoal,  28   70 

$332    70 

Incidental  Expenses  for  Schools. 

Paid  R.  C.  Rought,  for  care  of  Centre  and  High  s  hool  II  mses,  873  33 

George  French,  for  care  of  West  S  ho  .1  [Iousi .  l1; 

'■      E.  Pratt,  for  carrying  settees  to  High  School  II  .use,  and  la- 
bor at  Examination,  -i   50 
•■     Miss  F.  White,  for  Pettce's  Map  U.  S.,  5   ;; 
"      Pinkham,  Rooks  for  West  Grammar  School  t    ?S 
"      Cleaning  vaults  to  School  Houses  1854-5,  :i  no 

"      R.  C.  Rought,  '-an'  of  School  Houses  onr  week  pn  senl  year,  i 

James  Hall,  Iron  for  scats  at  West  School  House,  :;  00 

'■      Samuel  Wales  Jr.,  furniture  tor  Schools,  1801,  12  uO 

"          -    High  School,  1355,  4  1    ;;, 

"      .T.  Crafts,  bill  paid  Wesl  School,  l 

' i    Centre  Schools,  15  25 

'■      J.  S   Potter,  printing  for  High  School,  15  50 

"      Hiram  Whitney,  for  new   Clock   for    West   Sol      I    House,  8  00 

"    repairing  Clocks  for  all   tin     S  '      '  1.;  on 
'■      Geo.  Frazar,  for  cash  paid  for  care  of  Ea  t   Scho  1   House, 

and  repairing  Furnace,  \...  29  .!'■ 

"      McLautldin  Brothers,  for  Books  furnished  for  Schools,  1-    53 

one  month,  2  00 
•■      Luther  G.  Barrett,  for  care  of   Centre  and   High   School 

House's  two  term-.  1  1  J    50 

"      Wakefield  &  Howe,  two  Mats,  7  :;j 
-      ltohei-t  ('.  I!  night,  washing  windows  at  Ccutr.  .and   labor 

at  IIicUai.il  East  School  Houses,  12  ;:: 

"      D.  P.  Hooker,  fmng  wall  and  fence  at  Centre  S  hool  House,  1   50 

"      Wm.  Horn,  two  eases  for  Apparatus  for  High  Scl      I  House,  113  33 

"      X.  IS.  Chamberlain,  Apparatus,  5e.s   15 

"      '1'.  II.  Satr.nl.  car.   of  East  Sch  >ol  IIov.se  12                           *  9  50 

'•      ('.  (i.  l.ee.  I  vol     Mi!  hell's  Atlas,  -1^  00 

"      Wm.  Web  tcr,  Book    \  ..  High    •  7  35 

«      Antipas  Jackson,  mending  Fen  Icr,  Sec,  1    ::■ 

"      J.  I!   Keycs,  5  years  in  n'ran  e   on   Centr.     S  I      I    House,  SO   75 

•    ■•      M.  Kingman,  2     ttees  for  Wi  st  School  11  0  00 

"      Thomas  L.  Fr.  rich,  ....    >n  work,  Wesl  School  Hon  c,  -i  38 

'•      Page  &  Barnard,  s.  1 1 m . ■_■  Gin    .  2  38 

"      A.  Howes,  2  I:  I!,  for  Schools,  I  33 

"      Samuel  Xoyes  Bru-hc-.  Dusters,  &c,  II    71 


Jo  liua  Learn    I,  c  n 

Utlicr  Bent,  Furniture  for  Sehools, 

Andrew  Ciiunnings,  . 

do.  C'u 

P.         i     \    I'.  ;    1,1 


do.                 11     1, 

.!o.               Wesi       ■ 

Win.  L.  Sill 

•s,  repairing    Funnel,  &e,  Ii 

Win.  Horn, 

,d  work' on  Cent  re.  S   liool  I! 

,. 

,lo.            West 

D.T.  IIu  I- 

■    <           .  ..  x  .. 

llenry  Uuss 

■,..i.l.. 

«' 

ii 

do,                               Hi 

do.                             W 

bill,  iv,  i  r,  i  f 

Luther  Ben 

,  balance  of  bill,  1 

C.  P.  Pinkli 

mi,  Map  fixtures  and  printing, 

l 

Vprillst, 

(         &  1 

■     :'.:'  ii] i  at  Wave  si.. 

Expense  of  Poor  and  Highways. 
Paid  Geo.  W.  Harrington,  amount  ol    I  .wii  (S  ant,  2,800  00 

:  |    ■   -         tment. 

Paid  Fuel,  Coal,  Char  nal  See,  per  bill  I  •      ' 

,       :.  of  Engine  Co  No.  1,  per  order, 

r,cas.  'l".         No.  2,        ••  ''■"  ;::; 

J8i  '  i 
■•      ]).  A.  Tainter,  eare  of  '.'.■  tin  :  NTo.  3, 

I  Liv.  rmore,  Steward  N'oi.  l  \  2,  21   5ft 

■  Joel  S.  Tuitle,  do. 
«      D.  A.  Tainli  r,  use  of  horse, 

■■      C.  1>.  Lindlev,  repairing  ISnc-k. 

■•      W.  F.  Boj  1,0  oil.  I  •    •   N1'     !,  , 

■■      Magce,  Lin  lley  &  Co.,  vol  '• 

■  ii  ,  j  r.  i:  ig'ht  &  Co, 

■  1  .  ,-.  P.  Pri  t,  J.  W.  IV  '  .  ■  I  '  P.  I!  Is  ••'■ 
"  Sliclton  8:  Clic  ■  ■  ■  "  -  00 
«  Lindley  &  Ivinraid,  paint  '  '  l;  :  '  '  '"'U 
»  Henry  Kits    II,  -  ttii      '  ,  I'i            House 

No.  3    . 
i ,    ,  ■  .  1 1 1     !  I,  i  &  2.  ' 

••      Oliver  Sawyer,  ca  !.  paid  .I'I 


Paid  William  Tucker,  Spanner  Bel 
■•  M.  Kingman,  serviees  as  fire 
•'  Thomas  I-.  French,  mason  wor 
■'      I'age  >V  Barnard,  Spirits  Turp< 

••      Samuel  Moves,  Fluid  &c, 


\V.  II.  Ingraham,  1  |>r.  Lamps  ami  wieking, 

\V.  II.  Sherman,  eleaning  Engine  No.  2, 

William  Horn,  wo  1 1  work  &  :.',  on  Ladder  II  ix  and  Engine 

House, 
City  of  Boston,  12  Buckets, 
M.igce,  Lindley  &  Co.,  Oil,  Fluid  &e., 
(!.is  Fixtures  liy  W.  0.  Pike  &  Co., 
Henry  liussell,  damage  to  Ladders, 
Haggles,  No  n-i  •  &  M  is  >n,  9  -  n  ill  Engines,  n  527  00, 
W.  L.  Stiles,  repairing  Pumps  &e, 


10  00 
•1   21 


IS    13 

10  i    i 


Miscellaneous  Expens 


"  N.  H.  Crafts,  for  surveys  and  plans  of  Sin  i  i     md 

'•  Alfred  Sludge  \  Son,  DO  posters, 

••  Philemon  Priest,  as  Watchman, 

"  .1.  I).  &  M.  Willi  mi*,  Brandy  for  Town  Agoney, 

■'  Lowell  Institution  for  Savings,  G   month,'  intores 


5U    oO 
K7    00 


Hartley  Lord,  danuge  lo  carriage  on  road  i:e.i 
N'ewton  Bank,  interest  on  Town  Note, 

Trull  &  Bros.,  New  Rum  for  Town  Vg  mey, 
John  Daws,  horse  hire  for  Harrington  ,\  Lea 
Lowell  Institution   for   Savings,   U    mos.   inte 

Note,  Sli.OOO 
W.  S.  M  iLauthlin,  7  1-2  mos.  salary  as  Towi 
Freight, 


.'i>.  n> 


10   28 

3   i 


MeLauthlin  Bros.,  Stationer)  for  A-  , „ 

Ciilkey  &Co.,  Coal  for   IWn  House, 

Amos  Stone,  Cmmti   Tr.  i-utvr,  lial   Counh   Ta  :.   I  '51, 

hers. I.  Austin,   e  viei  j  l.elbro   Ccmmittce  of    Legislature 

on  divi  ion  of  the  Town, 
I.  D.  Kiehards  &  Son,  1    l.bl.   Aleohol,    for   Town    \gcncy, 
Josiali  Ilaslings,  printing  Town  Reports  and  Ni 
'Irull  Bros.,  !  1/  !.  New  Item,  Town  .Agency,  13  26 


i,'j:..s  :.o 


■-,  oi 
15    12 


TaiJ  Wn 

.  Tuc 

ker,  as 

Watcl 

"      Ass 

jssors 

maki 

g  Tasc 

"      Tlio 

3.   L\\ 

erinor 

,  2  day 

"      Newton  Bank,  Town  Note, 

"      Geo.  Bemis,  services  before    Committee  of   Legislature  o 

Ilancoek  Free  Bridge  Corporation, 
"      Paid  Geo.  Bemis,  retainer  and  argument  before  lull   Beni 
of  Supreme  Court  (o.i  account  of  same,) 
Geo.  Bemis,  opinion  on  authority  to  pay  Kngiw  men, 
">      "         "        argument  for  case   of   the   Town   vs.  II-.iucol' 

Free  Bridge  Corporation, 
"      Geo.  Bemis,  copies  of  Brief  for  the  Court, 

John  Davis,  Town  Koto, 
"      Five  mos.  interest  on  same, 
«      Philemon  Priest,  as  Watchman, 

"      Daniel  Litchfield,  superintending  Catholic  Burial  Ground 
"      Chauncey  Smith,  legal  services  in  case  of  \V.  B.  Dudley  \ 

the  Town,  for  damage  of  Hose, 
"      Sumner  Sargent,  Gravel  for  Orchard  St.  &c,  1852, 
"      Joseph  Crafts,  10  1-2  days  on  census, 
"      Kendall  &  Adams,  for  Guide  Board  and  taking  up  Post, 
"      Lowell  Institution  for  Savings,  oh  principal  of   [own  Noti 
"       One  year's  interest  on  Town  Note  of  SI!, 000, 
"       Six  mos.  interest  on  Town  Xote  of  S2,000, 
do.  do.  ©8,725, 

•'       E.  F.  Tainter,  Express  work  for  1S5  1, 
"      Geo.  Peiree,  interest  on  Town  Note  of  S1000, 
"       Geo.  W.  Harrington,  road  surveyor,  work  and  materials  o 

Spring  St.  Culvert, 
•'      S.  W.  Whitney,  reward  on  conviction  of  incendiary, 
"      Isaac  Stone,  making  new  Road  from  Grove   to  Arsenal  S 
"       Cyrenus  Bates,  3  days'  work  on  Bridge  at  Paper  .Mil!, 
"      William  May,  3  days'  services  before   Com.  on   Hancoi 

Free  Bridge  Corporation,  vs.  Town, 
"      William  May,  3  days'  services  on  the  division  of  the  Tow 
"      Wetherl.ee.  Page,  &  Co.,  1  Stone  and  Carting, 
"      Horace  Cale,  Horse  line  for  Selectmen   and   County  Coi 
ACCOUNT  FOB  BKIDGK. 

Taid  for  Plan  for  Bridge,  20 

"      William  May,  sundry  hills  for  Lumber,  and  me- 
chanics' work  for  Bridge.  1,013 
"      George  W.  Harrington,  balance  of  hill  lor  _t.l- 

ding   and    graveling.  51 

"       Cost  of  Sidewalk    as  per    sundry  hills    paid    by 

Win.  May,  4  19 

"      James  Ivcnni  dy,  drillingfor  lion  Postsin  wall  on  Sprine 


Newton  .1.1  1  Walertown  G;n  Li-hl  Co.,  for    Gas    in    Town 

Hill  :uul  Engine  House  to  Jan.  M.  IS;  I, 
Anlipas  Jadcs.m,  for  Iron  Posts  ....  Sptlti-  Street,  Wall, 

••     tour  days  before  ConnuiUee,  Uanco  '.  Free 

Bridge  Co.,  vs.  Town, 
Antipas  Jackson,  two  .lays  on  division  ..I  the  Town, 
Granville  Barnanl,  for    iron  Frame    lor    [..intern  front    of 


Willi.,,.,  Tu,-ker,  as  Wal.-h 


,u    Town  Mect- 


•1   00 
10   50 


,   N   iv  Roa.l  from  Gi 


i:.  I'  Tainter,  Express  Lb 
Charles  Beniis,  ivritin-  C 

to  A:  enal  Street, 
l:    n    Dana,  for  Post  i  re  lo  Jan.  1st,  is'iti, 
.1  .',i  Britain,  Ibr  Lumber  for  Paper  Mill  Rri.l.a  •, 
J.  Ii.  Keyes,  h\  ,  .lays  m  lii'uy    Veeonnts, 
••       '  Sorviees  case  Town    vs.  Powers, 

II.  Iniiraham, 
Je,  imiih  l!h    ill,  bniMinu    Wall  on    Sprin  ■   it,      i. 


o  i  o 


Lowell 

\  ,1 


M.  Ki 


before  CommitUt 

Burial  Groumls, 
M.  Km;  nan,  ie'rvi  :,  -   before  i  '  >n  mill 

oppose  the  City    of  I        bri  '  i    | 

Mount  Auburn, 
M.  Kinsman,  semees  b  fore   Commille 

eoek  Free  Bri.l-e,  \s  Town, 
M.  lviiiSnnii,  on  tin;  same,  a  i,l  Ho        II 
M.  Kinsman,  seni.-es    .luriii"    ses  inn    n 


Town  Hall, 
'  f.     i  '  iture  on 
,f  L,  .islature    to 


i  it'ir.-  .,.i  . 
Philemon  Pi 
John  Tn-ke 
W.  II.   lllirr. 


r.u-.h)  ;  I.- 
Town,  IS.", 


,■•-.  sorvi  es  as   I'own  Cleric, 
a-  Births.  M       i,        ,    ,1  I) 


■ph  Craft 


1'aM  S;1n„i,-I  N',m    ,  (111  \-.  Un-  'IW, 


S,„„i,-1  \„ 

it  t.r  ».-.i:-sian 

A-,  I'i  hi,  ' 

i 

,.' 

1 
ml 

in-ill!.'!.,  II 

tor  T  ivvn  M.viimjs, 
Willi,,,.  L.  Stii.-s  .vp 
II  ,11, 

V.  ,,           1.      

,1,1,1    M,    l-IIVS. 

Willi;,,,,   II  iril     lo,    I'ri 

,  .  .  i  \  ■ , 

,    lo,    T.IU 

„  1 

.1.  IJ,  KmxiK  I'.i'Uv 

Ab.ll      :..,,'-   ,     I     1       .• 

<  ;,,„•_  :  W.   il  Li-i-iu-:  , 

il-  Ol      l.i- 

.       ;M 

on 

;      [-  ,  .  i 

\V.  (i    I'll--  \  Co..  (i;, 

iMNlMIV-li 

r'l'uMi  1 

1 

W.I.I'!,. 

•                    I' 

ii  ii   1   \ 

II.-i.ry  II,,-,-!!.  piimi, 

Co,    ,,i  , 

;,  IIS 

mUml.    t- 

:                      ; 

1             "       1,  ..in-  yt-ai 

i    li;ill    :■>,,! 

i,                 .  II         : 
i:  il,,.,-,  c.  i; 

,  ,  ,i;,;  ; 

of    Tnttll, 

1!  ,VtI  Kv\   'm..  .,  C 
Kilv.-i.v,l  1! 

\\  ill!  :':.    M  ,     .     ■        i.-i 

W.    \.  M.i.-on.    i„-v,-> 

Sin  i  :  lo  i: 

, 

1! 

•■■ 

.1 

W.  1       i.  s 

ivi      ..  : 

:.  i  n  r..: 

.-. 


RECAPITULATION. 

Total  amount  of  Receipts,  S29.452  53 

Expenditures.       -       -       Schools. 

Amount  paid  Teachers'  Salaries,  1.S91    GG 

"     for  Furl,  :;:;.,   70 

"     Incidental  Expenses,  1,782   7. 

Total  School  Expense,  67,010  13 

Support  of  Poor   and    Highways,  amount   being    Town  Grant, 

therefor,  2,800  00 

Amount  paid  Fire  Department,  1,171   SO 

Amount  paid  per  Miscellaneous  Accounts,  13,081   G3 

Outstanding  Taxes  in  hands  of  Samuel  Noyes  to  collect,  17G  38 

Outstanding  Taxes  in  hands  of  Joseph  I!.  Keyes  to  collect.  4,310  83 

Cash  in  hands  of  Samuel  Noyes,  as  Treasurer,  301    59 


of  Watertown,  arc  correct  and  properly  vouched. 

J.   15.   ICEYES,                  )  Auditing 
\VM.   II.   INCH  UIAM, 

ISAAC'  STONE.              )  C 

AMOUNT  OF  DEBTS  DUE  TO  MAY  1st,  1850. 
To  Schools,  being   salaries   of  Teachers,  and    balance  lor  care  of 

School  Houses,  1,85< 

Engine  Companies,  1,200  00 

Interest  on  Town  Notes  due,  3 0 

Sundry  Bills,  unpaid  Notes,  1 0 

Due  County  Treasurer  whole  amount  Tax  1S55,  2,238  50 


Estimated  Expenses  for  the  ensuing  Year. 

Support  of  Poor  and  Highways,  3,000  00 

Interest  on  Town  Debt,  ■  i  00 

Fire  Department,  1,20 i 

Towards  paying  Town  Debt,  1,000  00 

Contingent  expenses, 

Deficiencies  for  the  past  year.  3,< 


Submitted:  SAMUEL  XOYF.S,   Trcasur 
WARD 
VILLI  A.. 
JACOI3   IIITTINGER,      )   Watertown. 


EDWARD  BANGS,  >    Set, 

WILLIAM  MAY, 


II 

Schedule  and  Valuation  of  Property  owned  by  the  Town  of  Watertowi 

Town  farm  and  Buildings, 

Personal  Property  on  Town  Farm, 

Town  House  and  Land,  10,< 


school 

rousiis  &< 

Land,  Centre  Sc 

iool  House  and  fun 

iture, 

8, 

■•      Higli 

and  Apparatu 

•■      West 

1, I   00 

FIRE  ENGINES 

AND   APPAKAT 

'S 

No.  1  Engine  an 

Apparatus, 

1,000  00 

No  '.' 

No.  2         ■■       ■■ 



No.  3  Engine  11 

use  and  Land, 

10  i   i  0 

Hook  and  Laddi 

r  Carriage  and  App 

ratus, 

I'J." 

Town  Debts 

Lowell  Institution  tor  S,i\iii"-.  .:  .">  l-'J  pi r  •■,■ 


George  Pcirec's  Note, 
John  Tucker's  Note, 


$f),000 

no 

2, 

00 

III! 

S,72fj 

00 

I. 

00 

I0t) 

00 

I  > 

Delinqui  nl 


A  list  of 
lied  in  ac 


■sons  ami  estaK  -     1     u 'J 
Jance  with  the  vote  ol  tin 


Bent  I,mher 

l.vman  lie 

111  ,       Willi   in 

I.;,u  Icr.l 

1 

G       :    i 

Leaf 1  11 

Barnard  Jerome 

1  Uo 

Mc.\Ia*tcl 

Bruderick  Walter 

■  1 

Bright  Sarah 

1  20 

Mcl.cllan  . 

a 

1  50 

M    (la    . 

Broderi,   Dennis 

1  ,riii 

Mack  Da'vi 

Bnrk  Patrick 

1  By 

Mai!  In    M 

Cooliiljro  .Inlin  .Ir. 

;::  00 

Mackil'l  Sa 

Coolidge  A.  H. 

12  47 

Conrov  Mii-hacl 

.'.  2^ 

Muryl.}    11 

Currnii  .lolui 

1  50 

McDonald 

Galliga mas 

1  50 

Mediums  ■ 

Uurrati   riiomas 

■I   11 

Crane  James 

Callahan  Patrick 

1  50 

M    l-lr,-    ■,, 

u.  Kin  i-;s,  - 

SIDENTS. 


Dailev  Pat.  \  John 
Dailev  Patrick 
Daiky.Iolm 
Dunn  Martin 
Dwyer  John 
Drew  Edward 
Dexter  A.  C. 
Deglin  Patrick 

I  ;   12 

i  sa 

.,  30 

i  so 

0  54 

1  60 
1  50 
1  50 

O'Brien    — 
O'B  ion  Williai 

Bobbins  (1 ■» 

1 

Degiiin  Ji.hu 
Do'niallv  John  C. 

5 .":-, 

: 

1  roiu-hMojcs  s. 
l-'ishcr  Michael 
French  Abncr 

21 

Fallon  Michael 
Kaves  Martin  P. 
Fitzgerald  William 

i  ■ 

livm-T'atrnk'' 

&  .lei     ' 


tiorgin  John 
Gray  Patrick 
Harrington  Pe 
Heath  John  II. 
Hittinger  .laco 
II 

I    :         '.•       \  I, 

Kc  K   Patrii  k 
Kelly  Michael 


I  rJxe     Overseers  of  tlic  Poor  and  Highway      «     [i 
Surveyor  in  account  with  the  To'.vn  of   ..'- 

I8j5-(i  '  is:,:,  i;. 


I).  A. 'I     . 

.    11 


i'r.   \V.   HAlilMN  ■  !'  IN"     > 

<;.  w.  ii  <  i:i:i\i;ton  , 

\\  .  .1       IN'DI.Ki 

.1.  is.  <   m:\ky.      i    - 


J.  1$.  Chewy,  0  ,    , 


.1.   I!    KK1  !  -.  i        :, 

w.  ii.  im;i:aii  \m. 


11 

Account  of  Labor  performed  on  all  the  Streets,  as  follows. 


.N-ni|iini;   ruts   ami    ) 
picking  Stone  on  all  Days  by  Keeper.  |  Days  by  Men.  i  Days  by  Horses. 

the  Streets                    \           '       20  '  107  1-2             '    CD 

WORK  on  Culverts,  60  1-2                  233 

Ml'.  AUBURN      St.  38  155  1-2  1G2 

BELMONT            ••  13  53 

COMMON              •'  11  82  ,i 

WASHINGTON    ••  2  24  24 

SCHOOL               "  5  48  50 

MAIN                    «  27  12;;  1-2  122 

LEXINGTON        "  1  1  -i 

GREEN                 ••  4  3 

WALNUT              ••  2  10  s 

WHITE                  »  1-2  1  1 

SUMMER              "  1  3  2 

PRIVATE  UOAD,  6  1-2                    2U  30  1-2 

SOUTH                  St.  1  3 

BRIGHTON  1  1 

GALEN                    •■  13  30  1-2  52  1-2 

SPRING  1-2  1-2  1 

Jol. 1  .in;.',  24  1-2                        S5  1-2  U7  1-2 
Shovelling  Snow  and 

breaking  out  Streets,  2:t  74  1-2  is 


Inventory  of  Personal  Property  at  the  Alms  House  in  Watertown, 
as  appraised  Feb.  13th,  1856. 


i  Horses  GOO,  Cow  35,  G3.r.  00  Scales  5,  Hoe* 

(0  Fowls  5  00  0;;  lbs.  Laid 

l>I.ml!,a-  ,.n,l  Suivin-h-s  5  00  1"  lbs   Sugar 

BulFalo  Kobe  ■■>  no  5  lbs.  K.,v 

Chains  G,  Cattle  Tins  3  50,  9  .10  I  lbs.  Tea 

2  Carts  90  00  Jug  and i 

Urge  Wagon  GO  00  Salcratus  85  U 

Small        ••  3( G  Slum.  Java 

Pang  and  It  ike  7  .On  l  bn.  Meal 

Sled  40,  Stone  Drat;  2,  42  00  12  lbs.  fish 

3  Plomdisand  Cultivator  20  00  Saws  and  As.. 
Crain  Cradle  1  50  3  cords  Wood 
Manure  100  00  Coal 

llav  Rack  0  00  Tin  Ware 

Derrick  and  Pullics  75  00  Baskets  2,  15  1 

Feed  Boxes  and  Barrels  :i  00  Iron  Wave 

Sc-aldiiiL'  Tub  1    50  Ulolhcs  II.,.-.- 

dark,  WhiMctrecs  and  Bars  3  50  Coal  Hods  and 

Harrow  and  Old  Iron  I  00  I/....]-  1  50,  I. 

I  1  tons  Ha)  330  Yockcr) 

i  tona  Straw  -I"  00  Knives  and  Fo 

1  1-2  tons  live  Straw  22  50  2  1-2  gall     ' 
1G  1-2  bu.  live  22  00  Fluid  a.  d  C   n 

2  1-2  Beans'1'3  7  5u  2  Closed  in'", 
Drills  awl  Hammers  25  00  70  b  ..  I' 
Shovds  G,  Pickaxes  G,  12  00  lfi  I  bis.  mu.-iII  I 
Manure  Fori  -  7  00  10  bu.  1!  ,  b 
Hope  and  Blocks  5    00  I   I.I.I-.  Tnn.i|.- 
IronBars  5  00  Lot  llutabagas 
To  ,1s  in  Shed  Chamber  35  ml 
Winnowing  Mill  '"'  ;  |,„    I' 
[lot  Bed  Sad. 

Udders  I,  Wrenches  ■>  50, 


,.    1.,,  ;,   i  !i, 

in  ,,11 

o   Wa-I.  Bond 

and  r 

r.M.  i 

I"   IS; 

I'itl,  r 

: 

il.l  i-  1 
nvlls 

oi-l 

!    M„ 

li 

Ma,  k. 

rrrll 
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li   il 
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,  il  K 
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ANNUAL      REPORT 


MFTS  AID  EXPEMTUBES 


S7V  J±.  T  ES  3FL  "37  0>  ^7i7-lXr 


FOR  Tin-:  YF.AR  ENDING   FKBRUARY   !• 


WALTIIAM: 

PRESS    OK    J  O.--  1  \  II    [IAS  T  I  N  G 


ST ATK  OF  THE  TREASURY,  FEU 

iUARY  IOtii 

1837. 

Receipts. 

Amount  of  casli  in  hands  of  Treasurer, 

.    :■ 

Out-standing  Taxes  in  hands  of  Samuel  Noycs, 

to  collect,   for 

1854, 

i  ri;  as 

Ditto  in  hands  of  J.  B.  Iveyes  for  IS55, 

l ,  3 1 1 )       I 

Received  ofB.  F.  Butler,  Fines  in  ease  of  Hunt  : 

id  McSherry, 

210    00 

"       of  Samuel  L.  Batehelder  for  Town  Ucjii 

i-s, ea  :. :,  &C, 

s 

Borrowed  of  Newton  Bank, 

1,0 e> 

of  Traders     ■< 

"         ofNcwton     - 

. 

of  Traders     " 

I,: ■ 

Cash  of  Stat.'  Treasurer,  being  sum  paid  for  Stati 

tica!  informa- 

Amount  of  Taxes  assessed,  being  Town,  County  and  State  Tax, 

committed  to  Gardner  Aldrich,  to  collect,  for  1S5U,  23  022   10 

Addition  Poll  Taxes,  committed  in  October,  IS50,  .1  i  .;,, 

Cash  of  State  Treasurer,  from  General  School  fund,  1  I  ,'   02 

Received  of  Samuel  Noyes,  one  year's  rem  of  Store,  I  "  00 

ofW.  II.  Ingraham,  "         "         •■  ]■_;,  ■  ■, 

"        of  Elijah  Pratt,  one  year's  rent,  Upper  Hall, 
Borrowed,  on  credit  of  Town,  of  Lowell  Institution  lor  Savin 

for  new  School-house  in  west  part  of  the  Town,  i  do 

Cash,ofIIolyoke  M.  F.  Insurance  Co.,  for  damage  done  to  Cen- 
tre School  House.  1  1  ;    ,,,, 
"     from  Citizens  M.  F.  Insurance  Co.,  ol   Bi '  ■'  111   44 
'•     of  W.  II.  Ingraham,  10  per  cent,  on  Gas  fixtures, 

•'    of  Elijah  Pratt,  '         (U.  U,M!)  :,  m 

Received   of  Lowell  Institution  for   Savings,  inti  rest  on  part  of 

the  Loan,  from  Nov.  to  Feb.,  ;,1    u 

"         of  Thomas  L.  French,  for  old  Furnace,  II    ;,  > 

of  W.  J.  Lindley,  1-2  nett  procei   !■.  II  40    13 

"         ofE.  Pratt,  for  use  of  Town  Hall, 

of  J.  B.  Iveyes,  Treas.  of  Fish  \V;  i-dens,  1855 
"        for  ( irave  lots,  Tin 

Total  amount  of  Receipts,  -,,   ,ls  ,. 


Expenditures. 
AMi  TNI'  PAID  TEACHERS. 
Paid  William  Webster,  one  year's  salary, 

••     Abner  J.  Nutter,    »        " 

"     Clias.P.Pinkham," 

part  of  first  terra,  1857, 

••     David  Packard,  two  terms,  185G, 

"     Arthur  Train,  one         "         " 

••      Anna  L.  Tierce,  one  year, 

»     L.  B.  Russell,  one  term,  185G, 

"     II.  L.  White,  two  terms,     " 

"     E.  I..  Harris,  one  term, 

"     F.  M.  Ts  i (_•  1 1 ol ? ,  one   year. 

«     II.  B.  Tower,       "       " 

"     S.  A.  Jarvis,       "       " 

"     M.  E.  Sawyer,  two  terms, 

"     L.  J.  Pratt,         "       " 

••     M.  Richards,  one  year, 

"     R.  P.  Dowse,  Wavcrly,  one  term, 
Total  amount  paid  Teachers, 

Fuel  for  Schools. 
Paid  R.  Gilkey,  for  Coal, 

■•     for  Charcoal  for  all  the  Schools, 


,000 

00 

300 

00 

750 

0(j 

ICO 

00 

433 

33 

l  .. 

70 

250  00 

83 

33 

ICC 

GG 

75 

no 

75 

00 

150   GO 
l.-.o  00 


323 
3S 


Incidental  School  Expense. 
Printing  and  Screen  for  Centre  Grammar  School, 
Labor,  grading  grounds  and  cleaning  Houses, 
Robt.  R  Mjght,  washing  windows, 
Ivcrs  J.  Austin,  7  days  days  sen  iees  fin-   selecting  a  si 

tion  for  School-house, 
General  School   Committee,  ls.",.">  and  LS5G, 
Writing  Books,  Wavcrly  School, 
for  Assistant  in  Primary  School,  No.  2, 
Hooks  and  cloths  for  B.  Board,  Centre  School, 
Pierce  &  Burnham,  Stock  and  Labor  at   High  S.  Hous 
Mrs.  S.  Kelley,  Labor  at  West  School  House, 
Theodore  Woleott,  repairing  Pumps, 
E.  Pratt,  for  Upper  Hall  on  account  High  School, 
Holyoke  M.  F.  Insurance  Co.,  one  per  cent,  discount, 

"  their  portion  of  apprai.-ment, 

McLauthlin  &  Bro.,  Books  and   Stationery, 


8  27 

3  50 

0  00 

10  00 

1  1 1 


G.  ^  J.  Barnard. 


lurua'  i 


S,l 1. 


Paid  Asa  Pratt,  cleaning  and  varnishing   1>  .     :  18  00 

"     Luther  Bent,  one  Table,  i 

•'     Pratt,  Weeks  &  Co.,  for  Furnace,  Centre  Sel 

I.il.i:    ■-     II       ,    - 

-     Jose   li  C  ngci  liar,  Centre  S 

"     W.  HI  3u  [Iigh  Si  liool,  13   Ti 
•'     Theodore  Walcott,  Pump  for  East  S  15  00 
repairing  Pump  Cor  Hi   h  :;  00 
"     Thomas  I                               furnace,  Centre  S 
n  pairs  on  Centre  Si  li 

of  damage  I  ■  123  ;i.: 

"        "        '•        -         rcpaii  I  1!  17  3* 

••     William  Horn,  Lai  i    n  il  Si     :.  on  Cei  tn    Sell     ill 

on  account  of  Fire,  i  : 

repairsal  High  School  11 

Wavcrlj I   62 

' East  '•  i  50 

"        "        "        "•        "        "       Ccntr 5  8C 

••     Henry  Russell,  painting  and  varnishing,  at   Centri    Scl      I 

i  I  .i  'count  of  Fire,  G7  50 

linding  and  s  ttin     Gl  [Houses,  1 1   75 

••    D.  T.  Huckins,  foi  Crayons,  ,,  i   i 

•■     Magcc,  Lindlcy  &  Co.,  Mats  and  Brooms,  |  , 

'•     Wm.  L.  Stiles,  Funnel  and  fixtu  2-1    73 

"     Samuel  Noyes,  Mats,  Bruslii  -  and  Dusti  1 7  l  s 

••     Joseph  Sanger,  as  appraiser,  on  account  of  Fire,  3  00 

"     I  Mul    tl  F.ln     Co.,  of  Brighton,  inen        )  U 

Cent  re  Si  liool  I  lou  e, 
"     Alfred  Howes,  articles  for  AVaverlj  Scl   >ol,  2   10 

••     Luther  Bent,  "         ••         ••     '    •■  .,    o  i 

••     Luke  Perkins,  Sto< ;,    ;:i 

'•     Luther  Bent,  repairing   Tables   at  Centre    Scl 

count  of  Fire,  i   ... 

"     A.  L.  Horn,  thn     w     I  -  i  .  School  House, 

on  account  of  Fire, 
••     A.  W.  Lathrop,  care  of  W       3        1  IIous  27  00 

••     Luther  G.  Barrett,  for  cue  of  Cei 

'  year,  ,  -  ,  , 

"  T.  II.  Safford,  forcare  ofE  •  S  !  I  House,  one  y  ir, 
"  J.  P.  Farmer,  '•  -  •■  •■  ••  ••  term, 
■•     ( li  orge  French,  "      West    "        "  two  I 

■•      I  lioina    L  li.  nch,  asTi  of  Bui 

for  S         I  House,  at  sundry  times,  5,7SS    75 

•■    Jason  Cook,  care  of  Boom    t  Waverl  ;  yo 

•■     Benjamin  Dana,  Sundrii    for  School  7  ^7 


6 
Poor  and  Highway! 


Paid  amount  of  Toi 
Hiahwavs. 


Fire  Department. 
Paid   G.  Nichols,  one  year's  rent,  1805,  for  houshiy  Hook  and 

Ladder  Carriage,                                                                   S  12  00 

"     C.  F.  Livermore,  repairs  on  Pipe,  Engine  No.  3,  5  50 

"     Shelton  &  Cheevcr,     '•     on  Hose,      •■         ••  G  13 

'■     Green  &  Adams,         "    on  Engine  Lam]  s,  3  00 

"     G.  Robinson,  Lock  for  Engine  House,  4  50 
"     C.  C.  McLauthlin,  Treas.  of    Co.  No.  1,  for  payment  of 

Members,  one  year'.-,  service,  2.51  99 
"     George  E.  Loud,  Treasurer  i  f  Co.  No.  2,  for  one  year's 

service,  292  52 

"     L.  A.  Stone,  Treas.  of  Co.  No.  3,  _    "         '•         "         "  250  00 

"     Luther  Bent,  for  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.,  1 1 

'•     Engineers,  one  year,  to  May  1,  1S5G,  100  S3 

■•     Tlios.  Livermore,  2d,  one  year's  service,  Steward  of  No.  l,  33  33 

"     Richard  Boyle,              "     ' X...  2,  33  33 

•'      C.  F.  Livermore,          No.  3,  33  33 

"     William  Tucker,  Hook 

and  Ladder,  10  00 

"     Lindloy  &  Kineaid,  Lettering  and  Painting  Ladders,  .;  38 

11     Joseph  Bird,  service  as  Fire  Ward,  '51  and  '55,  10  00 

"     West  Cambridge  Engine  Co.,  Refreshments,  4  00 

•■     Jonas  Woodward,  charcoal,  1  50 

••     Horace  Cate,  Horse  Hire,  ;;  00 

•'     Oliver  Sawyer,  re-casting  Bell,  No.  2,  S  G7 

•'    '        repairs  on  Engine  and  House,  No.  3,  7  90 
"      on    Lock    to    Hook    and    Ladder 

House,  50 

«     G.  &  J.  Barnard,     "      on  Engine  No.  2,  12  00 

•■     Green  &  Adams (Lamp.)  i  00 

••     G.  Nichols,  one  year's  rent,  Hook  and  Ladder  House,  12  00 

"     William  Horn,  repairs  at  Engine   House,  2G  93 

'■     Page  &  Barnard,  Sash  and  Blinds  for  Engine  House,               '  1U  38 

-     Magee,  Lindley  &  Co.,  Neat's  Foot  Oil,  1  Mil.,  &c.,  G7  .'.I 

Refreshments,  25  S3 

"     Kendall  &  Adams                    "  13  0G 

"     S.niuH  1  N'oycs,                         ••  1  ,rai 

"     Shelton  &  Checver,  repairing  Hose,  8  79 

»     Magee,  Lindley  &  Co.,  Sundries,  2  08 

"     Kineaid  &  Hooper,  Pipe  Irons,  &c\,  9  92 


Miscellaneous  Expenses. 
Paid  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  on  Liquor  Case  will.  Hunt  ami  Mc- 
Slieny, 

on  Incendiary  Case  with  Clement  and 
Ingraham, 
"     N.and  W.  Gas  Light  Co.,                                                               in    in 
"     State  Treasurer,  State  Tax,  for   iSyj,                                               1710   no 
Interest  on  State  Tax,  for  delinquency,                                              :,\    ;,- 
"     Newton  Bank,  interest  on  Town  Note,                                             :;     ..,, 
"     Traders     "         "         "         ■•         "                                                      j>o  :,:t 
'•     Xcwton     "        ••        '•        " 
•'     Lowell  Institution  lor  Savings,  interest  on  Town  X„les,  _>, | 

Burial  Ground,                                                                               ,•;  oo 
•'     N.and  W.  Gas  Light  Co.,                                                                25  Go 
"     Win.  Tucker,  Notifj  ing  Meeting  ami  distributing  Town  Re- 
ports, ! 

"     Jeremiah  Russell,  Town  Nolo  for  building  wall  on   Spring 

"     Royal.  Gilkcy,  Coal  tor  Town  Hall, 

"     Traders  Bank,  interest  on  Town  Note,  i   i;,. 

'■     Alfred  Howes,  lor  Spikes, 

•'     N.and  AW  Gas  Light  Co.,  1S   8S 

"     Daniel    Litchfield,  Superintending  interments  in   Catholic 

Burial  Ground,  os  no 

"  *  Tarbox  &  Lovejoy,  for  use  of  Hack,  r(  go 

«     II.  II.  Ilolbrook,  iise  of  Hack, 
'•     S.  L.  Batehelder,  refreshments  for  Members  of  Legislature,  ;,   12 

Information,  1SS5,  ■_>>   (),, 

•'     N.and  \V.  lias  Light  Co.,  ,.(  .,„ 

•    "      Nathan  Crafts,  estimate  011  Stone  Bridge,  ;,    no 

"     Asse.-virs,  taking  Slati-tirs,  1>.'i. 1,  I  •_!   00 

•'     Lowell  Institution  lor  Savings,  six  months  inl   rest  on  To\  11 

Note  of  S3,000,  91 

"  N.  and  \V.  Gas  Light  Co.,  ;,  ._.,, 
"     Joshua  Learned,  Notifying  Town  Meetings,  ami  expense 

Catherine  Monaghan  to  Hospital,  1  ;;  1  ,;-, 
'•     Beals  >\  Green,  printing  Report  of  Committee  on  Town 

fire  Insurance,  ;;,    7;, 

"  Ivors  J.  Austin,  counsel  against  division  of  the  Town,  ion  do 
"     Town  of  Wi  -1  Cambride,  one  half  of  expense  in  op] 

division  of  Town,  ,  „0 
'■     David  Litchfield,  Superintending   interments  in  Catholic 

Burial  Ground,  j  .      u 

•t    SO 


X.  and  \V.  Gas  Li-iht  Cc 


Paid  [vers  J.  Austin,  three  days  as  Auditing  Committee,  1855,  li  00 

"    E.  F.  Taintcr,  express  for  Town  Agent,  1   50 

"     Newton  Bank,  Town  Notes,  l, 

"     A.  S.  Mansfield,  Liquors  for  Town  Agency,  112  58 

"     Traders  Bank,  Town  Notes,  2,200  00 

'■     Josiah  Hastings,  Printing  Notices  and  Town  Reports,  83  87 

••     N.  and  W.  <  !as  Liglit  Co  ,  8  80 
"     Lowell  Institution  for  Savings,  one  year's  interest  on  Town 

Note  of  5,000,  20U    75 
"         »         "        •'        "        "      six  months  interest  on  Town 

Note  ofS2,000  GO  "ii 

SS.725,  239   :•[ 

-     N.  and  W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  ;  GO 

"     Kennedy  and  Cullen,  building  Culverts  on  Spring  street,  10  00 
"     Charles  Stone,  Moving  House,  and  Land  taken  to  extend 

Summer  street,  700  Oil 

"     N.  II.  Crafts,  as  Surveyor  on  Summer  and  Fayette  streets,  .".  00 

"     Geo.  Pierce,  one  year's  interest  on  Town  Note,  55  00 

"     N.  and  W.  Has  Light  Co.,  17  Go 

"     A.  S.  Manslicld,  Liquors  for  Town  Agency,  27  82 
"     liradshaw  Whitney,  Jr.,  lor  work  on  linger  lane,   Warren 

struct,  50  0U 

"     N.  and  W.  Gas  Light  Co.,  11   GO 

"     Thomas  l'atten,  repairing  Hearse  and  Harm     ,  .1    t:, 
"     Lowell  Institution  for  Savings,  six  months  interest  on  Town 

Note  of  S3,000,  90  00 

"      Joshua  Learned,  Notifying  Meeting,  ,',r.,  12    25 

"     Horace  Cate,  Horse  hire,  by  Holden,  3  5  I 

"     McLaughlin  &  Bro.,  Stationery  for  Assessors,  .'i    15 

•'     11.  Gilkcy,  Coal  for  Town  Hall,  13  00 

"     John  Tucker,  one  year's  interest  on  Town  Note,  22  00 

"     D.  F.Bradley,  Land  to  widen  Payette  sir.    i,  55  00 

"     County  Treas.,  County  fax  at  sundry  payments,  for  1  355,  2,238  50 

"     State  Treasurer,  State  Tax  for  IS5G,  2,292  00 

"     Assessors,  lor  services,  1S5G,  1,71    00 

W.  II.  Ingraham,  one  year's  service  as  Town  Clerk,  25   00 
"        "         ••        ••      Recording  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths, 

and  returning  the  same,  51  80 
"  W.  II,  Ingraham,  Services  on  Division  of  Town,  six  day-.  ]_'  00 
"  "  "  "  two  days  as  Auditor,  I  00 
"  Stationery,  &c,  of  Ingraham,  2  09 
"  Joshua  Learned,  Notifying  Town  and  District  Meetings,  13  00 
"  Autipas  Jackson,  three  days  service,  as  witness,  on  Divis- 
ion of  Town.  G  00 
"      Irons  for  Furnace,  and  examining  Arsenal  street.  \c.  it   37j 


ic   Monumc 

Hoi 

,     Ro 

On 

Roads 

.;.!!, 

of  Tow 

Paid  Asa  Pratt,  Ringing  Bell,  Mowing  Burial  Ground,  and 

turn  ofDe  itlis, 

"    two  Coffins  for  Children  of  Wm.  Breen, 
"     Alfred  Howes,  Pad  Lock,  Nails,  &c, 
'•     Andrew  Cummings,  Land  taken  to  widen  I 
'■     Thomas  L.  French,  Setting  Sion 

Newton  and  Watertown, 
'•      William  Horn,  repairing   Town 

five  Street  Signs, 
'•     Edward  Bangs,  Services  Laying 

"     Thomas  L.  French,          "        "        "        "  :.  00 

"         "         •'        •'        "    Laying  out  Sti   i  ts,  20  00 

"     Joshua  G.  Goocli, 20  00 

' '     Division  of  Town,  25  00 

"  Henry  Russel,  Painting  Railing  on  Spring  street,  19  II 
"  Page  &  Barnard,  Painting  and  Lettering  Street  Signs,  &c,  IS  12 
"  Robt.  Murry,  one  half  expense  of  Stone  Monument,  be- 
tween Waltham  and  'Watertown,  1  63 
"  'William  Donnell,  for  Gate  Post  and  Fender  for  Cemetery,  00 
"  "  "  Stone  for  Bound  Mark,  1  00 
"  Robert  Rought,  distributing  Laws  and  Resolves,  and  Noti- 
fying Meetings,  L"_>  50 
"  Elijah  Pratt,  for  care  of  Town  Hall,  &c,  10U  05 
"  W.  L.  Styles,  funnel,  &C,  tor  Town  Hall,  3  GG 
"  "  "  Services  as  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  10  00 
"  N.  and  W.  (.as  Light  Co.,  G  SO 
"     Samuel  Noycs,  Time  and  Expenses  to  Boston  and  Lowell 

to  borrow  money,  1G   00 

"     Making  Town  Reports,  5  00 

I''     Brushes,  Brooms  and  Mats,  &c,  ii  02 

"     One  year's  Services  as  Town  Treasurer,  -10  00 

"     Three  days  on  Division  of  Town,  f,  00 

"     Isaac  Stone,  Two  days  as  Auditor,  .1  00 

"         l;         "       Five  days  on  Division  of  Town,  10  00 

"     J.  B.  Keycs,  One  and  half  days  as  Auditor,  I   50 

"         "         "       Cash  paid  clerk,  fees  in  approval  of  By  Laws  ,5  00 
"     Abatement  on  Outstanding  Taxes,  in  ham  Is  of  J.  Ii.  Keytfs, 

to  collect,  in  18oo,  325  80 

Mutual  Loan  Co.,  Taxes  in  hands  of  Samuel 

Noyes,  to  collect,  in  L85-1,  i,o  00 

Taxes  committed  to  Gardner  Aldrich,  to  col- 
lect, in  185G,  ;,,'.' j  80 
"     Discount  on  Taxes  for  lSoti,  .n  7   10 
"     Cash  paid  E.  F.  Taintcr,  e.xpi  :!  82 
"         ';      towards  County  Tax,  for  185G,  1,G00  00 


G  91 ; 

■\ 

' 

1,37.1 

•1  l 

SI 

2,1  :  i 

uo 

1'aiJ  Outstanding  Taxes  in  Lands  of  J.  B.  Kcyes,  to  Collect, 

"    " Gardner  Aldrich,   to   Col- 
lect, for  1S5C, 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  amount  of  Receipts, 

Expenditures.       -       -       Schools. 
Amount  paid  Teachers, 
'•      for  Fuel, 
"         i;     Incidental  Expenses, 
"         "     Overseers  of  Poor  and  Iliehw.iys. 
"         "     Fire  Department, 

"     As  per  Miscellaneous  Account, 
Cash  in  hands  of  .Samuel  Xoyes,  Treasurer, 


The  above  ami  foregoing  accounts  of  Samuel  Noycs,  Treasurer  of  the  Town 
of 'Watertown,  are  correct  and  properly  vouched. 

JOSEPH  B.  KKVI.s,         >    Auditimi 
CEO  u.  ]!Ai;i:i\"rox, 

AARON   ADAMS.  )    C  <nn  •; 

AMOUNT  OF  DEBTS  DI  1.  TO  MAY   1st,  1  So 7. 
Due  for  Schools  in  March, 
Fire  Department,  May  1st, 
Interest  on  Town  Notes,  due  in  April, 
Balance  due  County  Treasurer, 

"        of  Appropriation  for  Nev\  School  Hon-'-,  due  in  April, 
Premium  for  Collection  of  Taxes,  ISSti, 

A  S  S  E  T  S  . 
Cash  in  Treasury, 

Outstanding  Taxes,  for  1855,  in  the  hands  of  J.  B.  Iveycs,  to  col- 
lect, 

"      ofl85C, G.  Aldrich,  to  col- 
lect, 
Deficiency, 


il.'Joo 

nO 

1,200 

uo 

500 

• "  • 

G38 

00 

3,21  l 

25 

230 

'■> 

Estimated  Expenses  for  the  Ensuing  Year. 

For  Support  of  Schools,  SG,0i I 

"         "         "         "       Poor  and  Highways,  3,000     0 

"     Interest  on  Town  Debt,  1,502   00 


in  ■  Now  S  liool  House,  l   i0  00 

-  1  •- .  I  ■ ' .'    DO 


Submitted:  SAMUEL  NOYES,  Treasurer. 

EDWAHD  BANGS,  , 

THOMAS  I..  i'i:i:\cn,  ,  r 

JiMll  A  U.  cnoi  II.     \  [!' 

Schedule  and  Valuation  of  Property  owned  by  the  Town  of  Watertown. 
Town  Farms  and  Buildings, 
Personal  Property  on  Same, 
Town  House  and  Land, 
Furniture  in  Town  House, 

SCHOOL  HOUSES,  &c. 

High  Scliool  House,  Land  and  Furniture, 

Apparatus  in  High  School  House, 

Land,  Centre  Scliool  House  and  Furniture, 

Fast 

West 

FIRE  ENGINES  AND  APPAP.AT 
No.  1  Engine  and  Apparatus, 
No.  2 

No.  ;:         "         ■'         "  GOO  00 

No.  3,  House  and  Land,  400  00 

Hook  and  Ladder,  Carriage,  &e  ,  125  00 

Nine  Small  Engines,  2 1 


Lowell  Institution  for  S.u 


George  Pierce's  Note, 
John  Tucker, 


■ 

OO 

2,575 

Ml 

10,000 

00 

800 

1 

8,000 

00 

00 

1  0 

2,000 

00 

5,500 

00 

S'J7,175 

Ml 

si, ooo 

on 

00 

S.725 

00 

00 

s, 

00 

- 

00 

1, 

00 

400 

S2$,125 

00 

12 

Delinquents. 


A  list  of  delinquents  who  have  not  paid  their 
rendered  by  the  Collector,  Gardner  Aldrich. 


I'.: 

■llil 

d  Granvi 

]  ti- 

J 

in  John 

ll 

nther 
Francis, 

li! 

i\  1 

Hannah 

U: 

r. 


CookJn 1 

Cox  Thomas 

Cox  William  : 

Daily  Patrick  : 

D:,iK  John  and  Tat       2  40  (    *:"  '    !    Jewelt  & 

i)aifvJoi.n  3.if.n    ^''■•,';1tl"'"1;"'.1'      '■:'■:[    I,-.-  11,.  :, 

Davis  John  lu  S- ■  J   ^"J-"'  ,^".„,u  1    ;         ,  ,       ,, 


II     .     :!,    \ 


Shi 

,-.,■:,!-;  Wi 


Fisher  Michael 


Grant    Cliri  tophi  r  of 


Ilumicwoll    Walter 

if 

. 

21  00 

tjuiiuby  D  C 

Hui  kins  T  David 

10  00 

Howe  I)  John 
Howe  Josiah 

:;  30 

Adams  Harriet  Mrs 

Kope'r  Wilkes 

Hodges  V.  Charles 

10  DO 

Apthorp  i:  1! 

II   ..       G 

Hamlin  11 

:;  I 

I!  mis   1  1  oni  is 

13  20 

Kellv  Patrick 
Kcy'esJ  15 

M 

111        1      iQ 

Smith  William 

Kendall  ami  Adilllis 

C  1   1 

!     I'.i.vdei    Itmwil 

'■■  i" 

£ 

Learned  Thomas 

^  no 

l;     '    u   .    ,m 

(.earned  Samtlel  2d 

7 ,10 

lilael:  William 

1  ■■! 

•|  haver  Win  11 

Lord  S  1' 

Learned  D  Stephen 

1 :  ' 
22  -  1 

Chark  I.  W 

Curraii   1    . 

27  00 

1  20 

1     ,'ver  1    'A 

: 

Mcachem  A  Giles 

1        ■ 

It  10 

N  ■     ' 

Mors*  II  S 
Meaehein  F  George 
Miickin  Samuel  of  e 

1  50 
3  30 

Hi. 1111  K  It 
l)aniara>s 
l)r,  ,  J,   eph  I. 

White  Warren 
v.     tnevX  D 
11 

Mitchel  Thomas 

1  :  2  1 
1  50 

1),           1    \ 
Heal,  ,\    ! 

Wetlieri.v  Xaucrt 

Nichols  Gilbert 

11'  do 

Dm  ,,  CI  irles 

White  t\  illiam   \ 

Nichols  William 

1  DO 

Forstcr  Iletin    of  e 

\ 

Norria  11  Davis 

-  -■• 

tate 

■■:. 

si  00 


Br.       Overseers  of  the  Poor  and  Highway       Or 
Surveyor  in  account  with    the  Town  of  Watertown! 


Tobal.ofC.ii 


rown  Gram 

Hay  and  Straw  &c., 
sold  i99  ,9 

Apples,  &c,  1750 

L.tviiMShr. 

<>r  board  ..['  Pauper, 

S.    M.    Sam 
Joardaml  ox.  «,f  S.  S.  ■  i  .      > 

Stat  .l'au- 


P 

!-.  Uliii  „■•.   \  Son, 
s  of  Derrick.  ' 
J.  A.   I 


1  ;  - 


to  sundry 
S"  Work,    "a 


lor  labor,  &,    ,     y 

225  00 

'■     .                       It.  70 

31  00 

lin  H    rk, 

luam-e 

" 

flan         Work,             io  J3 

Kcpaii-iiiB  Shoes, 

1  wo  Cow   ,                  |jo  ,.  , 

Labor,                      1,07  1  li) 

' 

-.                  100  00 

12s  10 

11 

CI 

'l 

if  bills 

no  the  Alms  Hous  .       :  i   ;  , 

A\ 

•  J.LTXDLEY,)  Overseers 
BAILEY, 

II 

B. 

Will 

-\i:V.      1    p00r. 

W'.vi  i  ktowx,    l"i  i).   20  i  ii    1857 
The  above  and  foregoing  accounts  of  W.J.  Lindley,  11.  Bailey  and  li   Whit- 
vou;i°r"eerSO,'t''0l,°0rarl,111I"1"'y  SurVe>-°^^  comsct  and  properly 
J.B.KEYES,  •)         l,,,/,,, ,- 

G.W.  iiai:i;i.\<;to\/, „„/..,  ,,,,/;,„„, 

AARON  ADAMS  I      , 


Kr,l,i 


C    Chairs     3 
Chairs  2, 

4  Curtains  1,  5  Mats  1    25, 
2    O.I  Cloth  Carpets 
Clock    15,  Stove  ■>  50, 

5  liuro. his  anil   Drawers, 
.lo  Chairs  10,  16  CI 

5  Wire  Covers 
1  3-4  bbls  Fiour. 
1  Bushel    Rye  Meal  1,  'JO  11  is. 
Fish  yo  ets, 

4  Bushels  Meal  3  40,  Hops  25 
cents, 

5  Bushels   Beans   11  25,  •_>  lbs. 

Tit    ], 

13    K.ns   Soap  25,  3  AVoodsaw, 

its., 

Lamps  and  Lanterns 
Lot  Cabbages 

Crockery     Ware     10,    Knives 

__  and  Forks  2  50, 

<S  Comforters  and  Quilts 


^1   Sheets 


Ca  i 


Towels  G,  Child's  Linen  G 
I  •    3  ■    i    \\  inning  Pan 

17  50    (  radii:  and  Chair 

:   -    '  "      SM-ill.-i  s    I    'J.i     Medicine  5. 
Ill    no      Needles  and     II, read    ,V 
v.    Beds 

!S    New  Cloth 

fable   (  loths  -1  50,    5  Bu 
■cans  1  ii. 
38     1  Chest  Drawer    2  : 

1-'  Chests  and  Trunks 
|  4  Stoves  -l  50,  2  Light  Stands 


2  (  Ii  sets 


and  Bern 

er   l'„ 

■  Fail 


.7.  B   KEYES,  ) 

G.  W.  HARRINGTON,  I   „  , 

AAROiX  ADAMS  \         " 


15 
•t 

50 

3 

GO 

2 

..■' 

21 

23 

2 

00 

1 

IIU 

11 

50 

20 

,i 

Inventory  of  Personal  Property  at  the  Alms  House  in  Watertown , 
as  appraised  Feb.  12th,  1857. 


1  o(  1  umper  and  IV. -is 

3  Axes  2  50,  Closet  and  Con- 
tents 2, 

15  Gunny  Bass 

10  Grain  IS.cs 

G  Bushels  Corn  5  40,  D5  lbs. 
Lard  15  83, 

Mirror  50  cts.,  Stone  Jars  1  00, 

Salcratus  and  S]  u  c  - 

Wood  ■.'.  Coal  0  50, 

'Jin  Ware   15,  Iron  Ware  5, 

Baskets  and  PaiU 

( 'lothes  Horse  and  Lines 

Coal  Hod  and  Sieve  i 

Oil  and  Can  1,  Burning  Fluid 
and  Can  50  cents, 

tfol  and  Can 

2  Closets  in  Cellar 
Pol  iti  ■  ■  GO,  Beets  10, 
Turnips  12,  Ruta  Bagas  3, 
Parsnips  10,  Carrots*2   50, 
2  Chests  in  Cellar 

m  Tubs  3  50,  Soap  1  1. 
Wash  Bench  and  Boards 
Pickles  1,  Blil.  Vinegar  3, 
Barrels  1,  Mo   >.,  n  1    !  GO, 
Shoulders  Pork, 
Copper  Boiler  5,  Brass  Kettle 

Ham 
Snii.liir-  iii  Meal  Boom 
Coffee  G  25,  Table  Bell  50  ct  ., 
M,    ■  i;      k;  nd  Axe 

2  75,  Salt  Pork  40, 
Bbl.  17  el" 
l-i  bbl.  Ma.  :  ei  .1 
ii  Ban    I 
23  lbs.  Butter 
Labi.   :■.  Sccrelan  G 


4  Horses                                      S 

550  00 

10  fowls 

5  00 

2  Cows 

110  00 

4  Hogs 

50  00 

4  Harnesses 

GO  00 

4  Blankets  and  Cireinyles 

G   00 

Buffalo  Kobe  3,  Chains  6, 

9  00 

Cattle  Ties 

3  50 

2  Horse  Carts  85,  Large  Wa- 

gon 00, 

145   00 

Small  Wagon  50.  1  Pung  10, 

( 

Horse  Rake  2,  Stone  Drag  2, 

4   00 

3  Ploughs  1 7,  Cultivator  3, 

20  00 

(train  Cradle 

1    50 

Manure 

130   00 

Hay  Rack 

G  00 

Stone  Derrick  and  Pullies 

75   00 

r'eed  Boxes  and  Barrels 

3  00 

Scalding Tubl  50,  Harrow  10. 

11   50 

Jack,  Whifflctrec,  &c, 

-1   en 

Lot  Old  Lou 

15   00 

l  5  Tons  Hay 

3 

Lot  Straw  and  Stalks, 

10  00 

G  1-2  Bushels  Rye 

G    ..M 

Hammers  and   Drills 

25  00 

12  Shovels  G,  6  Pickaxes  6, 

12    00 

5  Manure  Forks  G,  Rope  and 

Blocks  5, 

11   00 

3  Iron  Bars 

5 

Tools  in  Shed  Chamber 

35  on 

Winnowing  Mill 

g   00 

Ib.t  Bed  Sash  2  50,  Scraper  5, 

7   50 

2  Ox  Bows  3,  3  Ladders  4, 

7    00 

4  Wrenches  2  50,  Grindstone  4 

G   50 

Scales  5,  Sled  40, 

45   00 

Lot  Rakes  2,  Snow  Scraper  1, 

.;  00 

Hay  Cutter  I.  Win  elb  irrow  ■■ 

9  00 

Road  Scraper  G,  5  Hoes  1, 

In  00 

7 > 

15  00 


I  00 

■1  GO 

G  00 

.  a  00 

IS  G2 


1 1 

Account  of  Labor  Performed  on  all  tho  Streets,  as  follows. 

Scraping  ruts  and    ) 
pieking  stones   on  all  -      Days  by  Keeper.  |  Days  by  Men.  j  Days  1.)   11 

the  Streets.                   \            12  1-2  '     G2  '     ;;, 

BE]  Mi 'XT              St.               52  228   1-2  205 

MAIN                        "                  fi  25  20 

ORCHARD               »                    7  ;;s   1-2  28    1-2 

LEXINGTON        "                2  27 

BRIGHTON           "                 s   1-2  is  ,,i 

SOUTH                   «                  5  20 

l'.KIiillAM              «                  .1  ifl  i,j 

MT.  AUBURN      '<               40                      '       215  IG2 

COMMOM              "                 G  33  2S 

NORTH                 «                  2  S  s 

GROVE                 «                  3  io  G 

WASHINGTON  "2  n  io 

SCHOOL                "                  3  10  12 

PALFREY             "                  l  io  ,., 

FAYETTE            »                  3  12  12 

SPRING                   "                    5  3-1  29  2G 

CHURCH              "                  ;;  1-2  21 

SUMMER              "                  3  1-2  ig  n; 

PLEASANT  '•  .1 

NORTH  RIVER   "                  1  4  ~4 

WARREN              '•                  G  49  2C 

CONCORD  TURNPHCE           1-2  3  2 

Jobbing,                                     3   1-2  8  14 

Shovelling  Snow  and 

breaking  out  Streets,                 5G    1-2  320  112 

241    1-1  127i  8C8    j.o 


THE     SCHOOL     COMMIT  T  K  K 

WATERTOWN, 

For  the  year  1852-53,  present  the  following 

K  [•  1»  0  RT. 

Our  Schools  arc  all  annual.     Tli  y  are  tan  Ic,  and  seven 

female  instructors. 

We  are  please.!  to  speal;  of  progress  in  tlieui,— to  believe  thai  our  teach- 
ers are  laboring  not  meivh  fur  themselves,   hut   for  the   public  ({.....1 
would  endeavor  to  enlist  in  their  behalf,  a  wider  and  deeper  sympa 

c.        |      I     t'lOll 

In  no  subject  should  the  citizens  of  a  town  cherish  a  warmer  in  , 
in  the  education  of  the  rUiny  population.      To  the   h   If;  I 

they  should  ever  be  alive.      Thej  are  call,   I  upon  to  k-i-lal     for   n 

object.      What  they  do  for  public  scl I-    the\   d t   merely  for 

and  pupils,  hut  for  themselves,  1  for  the  whole  conmmnily.      l!.-r.    is   a 

vital  force,— it  aftects  the  very  life  of  -ocich         \-  are  I  he   -vl Is.  so.  to  a 

•.     3     i    [I  cxt.  tit,  are  the  intellectual   and   iik.i    I    I 

>V  town.      The  whole  atmosphere  i-  affected    b\    their   po«    r.       Here 
:  lation*  of  character  ami   influence,  in   no   -mall   d.-rec.  are  laid.— 

II.  re.  not  ii.er.dy  the  elements  of  knowledge  are  acpiiivd.  I  ul  pri       ;   .     . 
action  arc  cherished  and  habits  are  tbrmed,  which  mould   the  indivi.lnal  Hu- 
go, d  or  for  ill.  I  a-  the  ct.se  may  be. )  and  thus  lit  him  to  Hess  or  to  ,   use 
every  circle  in  which  he  moves.      A-  then    the  \\h  de  commuuit)  i.-  aff  .  t.  d 

more  or  less,  by  th lucatioii  of  the  rising  race      I    I  I.  i- of  in 

terest  to  all,  to  care  for.  and  I  i  yaiard  thc.-e  fountai       ,\ 

eonstaill     In  In  n  Out  ..:.., 

houses,   1 les   ami    mom  v     but    al.-o   ami  tonally,  villain-,  thy  and 


pays  his  butcher,  but  with  .. 


. 


12 
As  the  teacher  stands,  for  tli.   lii       Ik-  pupil  id  i ■]  ;     ■ 

pan-nits,"  tin  the  v,  iy   |.l        ..f  the  p.ircni.  j  I,   ..  v    : 

faro  is  eared  for,  will  he  tsm-ln   al    horn     t..  n  tl..-  tun  I.e. 

and      m-Ver    he    .■;„•,.„.■,  ■'.....■■.  ■        ,     ;  .      , 

c  inmands.      liehwon  the   I  ael        ,ml    iln    :  ..    „i     tlioiv  <li...il,l  , 

thoUtum.-l  liariiiniiy,  i    flM  lin  ...  .1.      'I  ■  ,      .  ,,„  „  ||  ,; 

same  block.      If  there  be  n.,t  court,       ;.i..l  .  ■  .■    yl 

Slighl    touches,   even,   al  .  will  ninv  il<  syn.ni'el 

ly.     The  parties  in  slid.  ;m  i  1  ell  i" 

h'ore  grinds  ..n  the  , •o.wcicn,  ■  ,.f  ,!,.  child.      It  ..I     11    iv.  irs  away  the   liner 

li    lings  i.f  his  nature,    leads   liim   In  disregard    n-:i.-.  liable   authority,   tn  he 

disrespectful  ami  not  uufiv.piont!)  inipud   1  11  undue  regard 

his  own  will,  ami  thus  injure.-  him  ten-fold  mure  ll.an  any  sup| e.l  or  even 

real  uhuse  eoul.l  have  done.      We  n  mid    1 .3    nn  1,      ■  ■  '  ,dv»cate  ahu-e  on 
either  ha  ml,   but   woul.l  goal  i   ;  :   in-i    il    on    I.  tl.       A  leael.er  may  err  we 

admit,  so  .nay  a  parent.      And  tin.  latter  111:11,   injure  tin.  ehild  111 than  the 

former,   even  by  kindness,   ill-  lirocicd.      Wi 

with  no  reference  w :    '    .       I»  particular  if h.-r 

ight  to  err,  a  wise  parci.i  will  he  \ery  ea.vf.d  .„,.  i„  |,.|    his  rhihl  know 
1,1-  llnmghts,  lull    will  -eel*  I  .    will,  die  lea,  her.  and  end 

•     tovi   W  th     11    '     .   f.     1.  the  I  ■:        111  :  point, as  well  as  his  own, 

.        .  will  often  change  the  y.)  but   will  he  very 

0-  should  injure  hoth  ll.e  profieie.iey  and  ll.e  temper  of  the  child.— 
X.-r  will  he  scarce  .'hue  lo   whi  |    1    01    hint  cnv„   to  a  „ 
I  he  social  hoard,  dial    he  think-   all   i-  not    rigl.i,   le-l   some  bird  1 

should  carry  the  tin   ighl  I md  mi-chief  be  done  I  1 

-  .      ,  family  by  his  own      .   .  M  oft.'wl.c 

f,  ,,.,;.      1;  may  take  years   to   ir.l   rprcl   a   writlen   language   v.   II     I 

are  easily  undei 

is  old  enough  t,  u.-c  one.      A  word  10  ihe 

\-  we  have  no  |i  i-ticuh  1  1  I    ng     lo  1       i-d. ,        ot  in  Iwo  oi  three  in  i  m- 
CCS,  ami  as.  we  wi  I.  to  call  llv  a  I   in!   11  of  1  ,w.i  I  •  a    subjeel 

and  would  tend  :  1      i     II  ■  :  I  1        I 

and  iv  d,    i  .  hi,    1     ..    .  ue  11    ;    ,        ..     ■■,    :  fiilh  of 

,|  we  believe  . 

.....     ally,    ■,.,■■■         I  of  ;!„•;,•  pnpii-.  and  ha   e    riven 

us  gratifying  evidence  of  indusu-j  I  fidelity.      If,  in  anj  in  Lances,  the  pio- 


I'.i 

gross  of  the  svluwls  lias  nd  been  all  thai  ihey  .  r  we  r-i.ull  .1     •■■    :'  I 

ausc  the  teaehers  I      ■•  •         ■  I.      T..  ;, 

sreat  extent  we  know  ll I««.l   i'-tl,-.-t.  il.e  i,  n  i  Uu    •"'     ' 

ohjoets.  also,  have  r. I   before   '     '    '  ! 

Iliav  1k. [,,,   ,  .  „f    ml    inll  ,    1h.i1i    fr..m    tl,e    famih 


i„  ii,e  Minm.K  msTiue 


TeaelierOme    I, 


|UU1   ,.|  ,|m  ,,     III.     ,     m        Tlu-  fi.nm-r  tea-l, 
■".-  Mmali..,,-.  :i-.'      . 


left  Irnni  their  cwn  eli.m-e  :  lw..    Mr  in. 

and  one,  onaeeon.it  nf  ill  health.      Wh  '     we  iv-ivl  that  t 

,,„.!„,-    weave    .-la.l  to  believe   thai    their   <iw ,     are  devol 

,clv,sto   their   work    with    a    ,,-al    au-l    |<      everan-e    whieh    ahvaj 

.„  Mh.  Mkkiiiti  hiislia.1  lar-e  experienee  in   teaehin-,   is  , 

a„aenthu,ia.tieinhisealli,,,.an,lwell,h,erve    ,1 nli-l, 

pare„,H.mi1ml»L..  Y,">,,,,,,,'jx.,jl:^'\r.vr,'i'';!7,,|,,;i,;i .^' 

^l^Xhr^oC'^an,  I      ■ . ,       '     I 

are  lav  in  a.lvanee  of  them.      If  the  tea-li.-rV  iulvi.r  and  .->       | 

in  ,llis   vesi-eet.tl Nil    will    he  remedied  ai   I'i->'"1 

we  believe  the  inMriietin.i  is  tl Ii. 

The   [NTKUMKOTATK  an.l  1.  i  i    IMU.MAKY  Sl'IH>01.S 

advmem-    in  a  noseless  and  agreeable   ...i r       We*     I. 

lions  might  he  _fnrni>he,l  fur   the   »™. 'j™*  ^'^J 

rl       licr  and  to  them 
In  the   BAST  DISTRICT,  there  has  been  no  ehai,.,e  of  lea  ' 

tofiml. 

ZsSroftprivil      '  '      :'''" 

The  Gn—r  School  of  th,    WEST    DISTRICT    1 
,  very  credible  rank,  and  is  still  advancing.      We   have   heen    |.lea-e,l     o 
witness  evident  tokens  of  mtcrcst  and  faitlifuh.css  on  the  Fr1  of   the  I 


ami  ..f  stu.ly  ami  .-an   mi    lu-  |    rt  <•(  n  mj    ■  f  i!w   win  la 
I  ami   Vritl.mVtu:  pi.vti.  ill  >•  m;;,-]i  inloiv>l  an. 

Tito  Prima       S  I      I 


Tlio  noble  CMlilii   ■  wliii-li  l!"  town   on    I     I    fur   r      a.v.   mnnilali     i   .  f    lit. 
Mi.Kll.-  I''  fri.-l    i-i   ,lii  il.lr     lik."  n.  tli.-ir  ta-l  I  '       I; 

ho.-.. i trait  trnMlto  im-r.  i,ii      p-pu       mi;        ,  ■.     ;    .  ■ 

but  poorly  anM.ni laU-1,  in  an  u,.;,r   ,-,,  ,„   „(  v  |       \V,llTi 

!',.  ii  i.in.'  "     Tlui   I    i      I 

ma.lo  for  111.:  a<v..nimn.l  iti '   llm-  nuMim  wlm   .Mini..:  iiml  ■=.■; 

of  our  Sri l-lioiiH  <.      V..ur  ('..mm  il.l 

^n..\.  but  whi.li  vv..ul  I     l-H  J     ■.         i      . 

!  .       ,  ,  i    ■      i     ,      I)  : 

aimtli.-r  Imuw  f..r  ......      mi,  wlm,.i.  01  all.  :,:|     !:•_'  \\i  imul  .In 

t'm-iii.-li   )■ ■:-    Ibr   i!,o     ,...!.  . 

Wolll.l    IVn  IIIIIK-ll.l    I1.-  •     !  ibii-     1I..-M!    of     .    ill'.il     St'lHH  l|. 

.  =  ,     a:     ivnul.l     In   ■■       .v..  l '  '  ,:,:-.. 

.:'  ,  ,vr;    I..ut  ut   :_n....|     -■  .   .\.      i   ■  -.,  .x    «•  11   N 


I.— \\v  iiiinii  :>  -_,.,i  ny, 

,   .1  i,    t,  ivn        h   .v..  .i  ;  in  !  i.v   ;l 
:,,  -.,-k  i..  pivpaiv  llimi.-.-K.-  I..  .  ■        iu  u-.l  V    •  tliink  i 

in-..-.,  .lili-i  ill  ami  ion-  in   111     i-  •  'I'.n-  I  ,  .-I 

i  cut.-r  i  i 

linn  in     i  ;i        .ii.  -.  n.i.l  ,.■  I'.ir,  :i-  tli I  ..i' 

-.ii  !  i  -;;-! -:i.;.    wnul.i  .Ion;  ml        Tn  n,  ,•!   llii.«  t-umlitimi 

tion  woul.l  li-   f.i.-tiwl.      II  ;  i          I  I.H  - 

tlu-v  woul.l  bii  !ik.-!v  to  attain  lii   !    -  ili     u  -     n 


■it  w.ml.l     R     . 
:       -■   wry 


II 
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lUl  n   ,ti  ■"-;  lor  ■.  ;  id  ■,  .  lifj  tli       f  ■      nlil      ivliii.-l 

:;.— Ii  would  I.e  iin  linimr  to  [he  i. ,wn.  on.!  ;m 

is.  1..  1    rati:  h.-iv.       A  UKl-.it,       :    I 

ivsidciin    ['..,    his  1    Hiih     will  ill  [U1I-.    wl 
!,.«:,.       \V!i:il  im..r.-.st  U  lak.-n  in  .m1u.-:i(1.i 

would  -ur.  1,   pn  ;•  i   ih.<  ;.i  ..'..  .     -i.it,        ,  - 

Willi.,-  ."  |»:.n    I, ■  fori ■         I-  ''...■. 



I.— .Sllell  a  -r! 1,   if   w.ll     llsti.illc.l.   Would   il    |.      ,-.    1   ■     ,.!    I    ,,     ,  f 

society,  xi  ilnt  those  v  ;     ■    11  :r  -  1  t<>  i 

would,  nl-.,  aid  paieiils  I,,  inn  .vsting  ll.eii  children  ill    lioin.    1  . 
in  keeping  them  away  IV..111  ll.c  poi.-ono'.i       reel  i 
Villi,;.',-.-,  .■-;„,  i.lK.       A   I  1   : ■■  I'. ir  i 
,     il-  ,  v    u-i-,  - 
[I  may  ho  ohj.-.-te.l  I.  .  I    «     i!.l  n    !    i.inn  y.      Il 

ought  t.icosl  money,      h  1-  woiil my.      Ever; 

tiling      Those  win,  diih   calue  ;i  good  ,  Juration,  would    be   willing  I"  have 

it  ,-osi  iii..iu.y.  iin.l  would  regard  ii  as  a  - I  inv.  Hut  ii    nerd  m.l 

cosl  menus  MiiiH-iimj   think       The  Town  of   Brighton  maintain 

s.-l 1  a.i.l  a-ll.al.N  ..til    :       I,     1       I         I,-.  ,..      ■      ,-„     with     I nllev.    it' 

wo  are  m.t  misinformed,  tl.i.n    i,   n..u  appi-opnal,  ,1  here.      Should    llu-   t..wii 

think  proper  to  support  a  hieh      ' I.  and  pivfer  not  I 

in-,  ii  has  oeeinv.l  to  y.mi- {'01.11  :;  t 

til,'  Centre  Seiiool-hou.-e,  ..   High  - 
pi-i-.-i-iit,   iii  one  of  the   room.-   of  thai    buil  I   1-,  wl.il.    . 
made  for  the  younger  -eholars  elsewhere. 

inn  niiiy  1.0  ri,i-,',l  1.)  ; 

woul.l  not  l.o  l.em-litcd  I.)    ii        We   think    i!.i-   a    mi  taken    view.      Even    if 
the  pupils  ha.l  to  walk  two  miles,  tin-  :  i  ■  [In    ..]..  1, 

.'.;,.■ 

ces  of  the  street.      With  these  few  sugg.  -lions  we  1,  1   e  the   slllii,        . 
consideration  of  the  wisdom  of  th. 

Wo  woul.l  also  advise  the  adoption  of  1 
and   the  :.m  .int.  ent  nf  a  larg.  .-  1  ..minitl  •      ■       with  the 

anil  reeoinineii.le.l  lij  our  Legislature.     The  ahle  n  purl   of  tin    Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Education  on  this  suhject,  will  well  r.  pay  a  careful  perusal. 


Iii  consequence  of  the  establishment  of   another  primary   school  in  the 
Middle  District,  more  funds  are  re.(ui  ile  to  meet    llu   emerge,  ,     our 

inercn  inS  field. 

Your  Committee  would   therefore  intend  tl 

in.  11  ■•   foi  educational   purpo,  s,  whet  I  I 

disposal,  or  not  ;   bcliovin;:  that,  if  judieion  ij  applied,  il   , 


The  nnmlierof  children  in  town,  b 
the  first  of  .May  last,  was,  as  follows  :— 

Middle  District,         Hill 
Kast  ••  i:::: 

West  "  110 

Total,  :  ":> 

All  of  whirl,,  is  respectfully  submitted. 


and   l.">,  upon 


r>.   \    i:i»\\  'Aims.  )     , 

D.  T.    IN  ("KIN'S, 
MARSHALL  KINGMAN,)  Co 


R  E  1>  0  II  T 


SCHOOL    COMMITTEE 


T  O  W  N      0  F      W  A  T  E  R  'J'  ( )  W  N . 


FOB     f  II  IS     VEAII     185  3-4, 


BOSTON: 
PRESS  OF  ALFRED  MDDGE,  21  SCHOOL  STREET, 

I  8  C  l . 


Ji  E  P  0  R  T. 


The  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Watcrtown,  for  tin- 
year  1S53-4,  present  the  following  report: 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  lire  voters  of  the  Town  held 
m  April  last,  the  School  District  system  was  abolished  ;  when 
the  Committee,  elected  at  the  previous  annual  meeting,  ten- 
dered their  resignation,  and  the  undersigned  were  elected,  and 
immediately  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  responsible 
duties  assigned  them.  In  order  to  place,  if  possible,  all  the 
schools  upon  an  equality,  the  tutorship  in  each  was  declared 
vacant,  and  the  vacancies  thus  made,  thrown  open  to  compe- 
tition to  all.      The  successful  applicants  were  as  follows: 

East  Grammar  School, .     .  Mr.  D.   S.  Wentworth. 

East  Primary  Scho.,1,    .     .  Miss  II.    B.  Cusiiisg. 

West  Grammar  School,      .  Mr.  C.   S.   Wiiitmore. 

West  Primary  School,  .     .  Miss  M.  A.   Richards. 

Middle  Grammar  School,  .  Mr.   A.  J.  Nutter. 

.     .        ,     C  .Miss   F.    M.   Nichols. 
Assistants,  < 

C   MlSS    L.     A.     LlTTLEFIELD. 

Middle  Intermediate  School,  Miss  A.   F.  Chandler. 

Assisted  by      .Miss  S.    F.    Winn:. 

Middle  Primary  School  No.  1,  .Miss  E.   Pratt. 

Middle  Primary  School  No.  2,  Miss  E.  Harris. 


At   the   close  of   the  first    term,   Miss    Pratt 

ten 

I,  red   1 

resignation,  which   was  accepted.     The   vaean 

■y  t 

lius  oc 

ai- 

sioned, was  advertised,  and  among  the  numon 

Us 

ipplicai 

ts, 

Miss  L.  W.  Loclce  was   the  successful   one.      A 

iss 

Littlefi 

-Id 

tendered  her  resignation,  at  the  close  of  the  thi 

.1   tl 

nil,  wl 

en 

.Miss  A.  L.  Pierce  was  elected  as  her  successor. 

As  our  schools  are  all  animal,  the  above  named  teachers  arc 
now  in  their  respective  departments,  each  striving,  with 
marked  success,  to  educate,  and  thus  elevate  those  committed 
to  their  charge.  During  the  year,  in  conformity  t<>  tin1  vut" 
of  the  town,  your  Committee  have  established  "a  school  for 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,"'  which,  for  conveni  ince,  we 
denominate  a  High  School.  A  course  of  studies  to  be  pur- 
sued, together  with  text  books  necessary  for  a  thorou  ;h 
English  and  classical  education,  has  been  adopted,  as  follows : 

(foursc  of  Stilton  lit  tlje  SMifttrtofon  pgfj  School. 


ENGLISH     COURSE. 
FIRST    YK.YR. 

iiioii. 


CLASSICAL    TEXT    H00K> 


I      nui     i    -  M 


The  High  School  commenced  October  17th,  and  num- 
bered fifty-two  pupils.  Rlr.  Wm.  Web.  r  was  elected  Prin- 
cipal; ami  under  his  successful  guidance,  this  school  is  making 
rapid  progress,  and  bids  fair  to  accomplish  all  that  its  most 
sanguine   friends  anticipated.     The    |jum  tual   attendance    of 


the    pupils,   in    this 

school,   is   an  e\  ide 

ice   of   tl 

e   interest 

felt    by   both    schola 

rs    and    parents,    in 

success. 

In  the  East  Grai 

imar  School,  we  not 

:c  that  n 

idinej  i  of 

comprehension,  and 

promptness  in  rccitat 

on,  that 

letokens  a 

good  understanding 

between  the  teachei 

and  scho 

ars,  and  a 

desire,  on  the  part  of 

the  latter,  to  -  cc,  '  ii 

all  that 

icrtiiins  to 

proper  deportment, 

ind   good    scholarshi 

,.     We   t 

hiiik   that 

Mr.  Wentworth  com 

lines  tin1  qualities  of 

il  teacher 

in  a  good  degree:  and  that  easy  communication  of  ideas  thai 
renders  him  "apt  to  teach."  We  admire  his  system  of  rudi- 
mental  instruction  in  grammar,  the  result  of  which  is  so  ap- 
parent in  the  improvement  of  his  pupils. 

The  East  Primary  School,  under  the  well-direct    1  efforts 
of  its  long-tried   and   succ     sful   teacher,  Miss  dishing,  is  in 
good  condition,  and  the   elements  of  good  scholai   li  p  ' '. 
being  developed,  are  such  as  meet  our  entire  approbation. 

In  this  connection  we  must  say,  that  enlarged  ;  dioolr n 

accommodations  arc  indispensable,  and  recommend 
priatinn  sufficient  to  enl  i  je  the  ;  i  ill  building,  so  as  to 
admit  of  the  establishment  of  an  intermediate  department. 
The  number  of  scholars  in  attendance  the  present  term,  in 
both  schools,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  while  th<> 
number  cl'  seats  is  but  one  hundred  and  ten  ;  and  let  it  be 
home  in  mind,  that  a  large  class  were  admitted  into  the  High 
School,  from  the  Grammar  School,  m  October  last. 

The  West  Grammar  School,  under  the  tutorship  of  .1/;-. 
Whitmorc,  is  doing  well —all  that  could  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected, taking  into  consideration  the  irregular  attendance 
that  the  record  shows.      We  cstei  m  the  n  aeher  as  wi  ii  uuali- 


ficd,  and  as  discharging  his  duties  faithfully.     Marked  pn 

is  manifested  in  the  departments  of  Reading,  Arithmetic,  and 

Grammar. 

The  West  Primary  School,  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  report 
as  having  improved  under  the  judicious  efforts  of  Miss  Rich- 
ards, who  has  labored  under  similar  disadvantages  to  tho  a  ol 
the  Grammar  School,  viz.,  great  irregularity  in  tl 
of  the  pupils,  which  we  arc  sure  is  no  fault  of  the  teacher. 
She  has  labored  earnestly,  and  those  scholars  who  have  been 
regular  in  attendance,  thus  placing  themselves  in  the  waj  ol 
instruction,  exhibit  a  good  degree  of  progress. 

In  the  Middle  Grammar  School,  (now  in  the  new  school- 
house.)  Mr.  Nutter,  and  his  assistants,  Misses  Nicln  I 
Pierce  —  each  division  in  separate  rooms  —  we  notice  prompt- 
ness in  recitation,  good  attention  to  reading,  and  thorough- 
ness in  each  of  the  departments;  in  fact,  \vc  think  it  needless 
to  specify,  in  detail,  whore  all  is  progressing  rapidly,  no 
fully,  and  to  our  entire  satisfaction,  so  far  as  teachers  and 
scholars  are  concerned.  —  We  should  deem  any  community 
fortunate,  in  securing  the  sen  ices  of  so  eilieicnt,  thorough  and 
affable  a  teacher,  as  is  Mi\  Nutter.  The  deportment  of  tins 
school  is  highly  proper,  and  the  government  mild,  yet  firm, 
and  the  course  ol'  instruction  efficient. 

The  Intermediate  School,  now  occupying  the  ti]  per  room 
in  the  school-house  on  Mount  Auburn  Street,  under  the  tu- 
torship of  Miss  Chandler,  assisted  by  Miss  While,  during 
the  present  and  preceding  terms,  is  making  rapid  advance- 
ment. There  is  thoroughness  in  eacli  study  pursued, 
and  accuracy  in  recitation,  great  care  in  reading,  oarefully 
marking  the  inflections,  distinctness  of  articulation  and 
enunciation,  together  with  correctness  of  deportment,  thai 
places  this  school  d  cidedly  in  the  front  rank,  as  a  "  model 
school." 

Primary  School,  No.  I,  in  building  on  Mt.  Auburn  Street, 
is  taught   by  Miss   Locke.       Primary  School,  No.  ■'..   in   the 


same  building,  by  Miss  Harris,  both  of  which 
condition,. and  the  discipline  and  instruction  quid 
and  while  wo  have  much  to  admire   in  the  patient  efforts  of 
those  teachers,  we  have  no  occasion  to  find  fault. 

Your  Committee  have  to  say  with  sincere  n  gret,  that  there 
is  what  seems  to  them  an  unpardonable  neglect   on   the  part 
of  the   parents,  in  regard  to  the  education  of  their  i  li 
very  few,  indeed,  have  visited   the  schools  during    the 
and  quite  too  little   regard    had  as  to  whether  their  ch 

were   regular  and    punctual    in   their    attendance   at   scl 1. 

How  long  shall  this  state  of  things  exist  ?  Will  not  parents 
know  from  personal  inspection  of  the  schools,  what  is  there 
being  taught,  and  what  ineffaceable  impressions  arc  there 
being  made,  that  shall  form  the  character  of  the  future  men 
and  women  of  our  town:  When  will  they  give  as  much 
attention  in  this  direction  as  its  vast  importance  demands? 
Let  parents  reilect,  and  act  wisely. 

The  "general  system,"  your  committee  have  occasion  to 
know,  is  working'  well,  and  we  doubt  not,  satisfactorily  to 
all  interested  in  the  success  of  our  schools.  The  matter  of 
a  High  School  is  no  longer  a  thing  problematical,  but  an 
actual  fact,  and  wc  congratulate  the  citizi  us  of  tins  ancient 
town  on  their  good  fortune  in  this  respect  :  its  influence  is 
operating  manifestly  in  all  our  Grammar  Schools,  stimulating 
every  scholar  to  do  his  and  her  best  to  reach  a  place  in  that 
school. 

In  order  to  ensure  success  in  our  schools,  and  the  services 
of  competent,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  teachers,  your  com- 
mittee suggest  that  an  increased  appropriation  is,absolutely 
necessary;  and  although  the  sum  asked  for  may  seem  large, 
yet  it  is  only  asking  for  a  fraction  less  than  seven  cents  on  a 
thousand  dollars  of  the  valuation  of  the  town,  in  increased 
taxation,  for  this  great  object,  which  we  feel  assured  will 
commend  itself  at  once  to  the  good  judgment  of  thi  i  111 
ened  community. 


s 


Number  of  scholars  as  per   returns,  last  May,  be- 
tween five  and  fifteen, GO  1 

Number  of  scholars  between  four  and  live, 7'J 


All  of  \vh 
Sismed, 


Total, GS3 

is  respectfully  submitted. 


MARSHALL  KINGMAN, 
NATHANIEL   WHITING 
JOSHUA  COOLIDGE,  Jr. 
MOSES  STONE, 
D.  T.  HUCKINS, 
WILLIAM  LATHROP, 
OLIVER  EDWARDS. 


School 
Committee 

of 
Watertown. 


Watertown,  February  15,  1S51. 


REPORT 


N 


SCHOOL     OOMffllTTM, 


"~3>*?  J2u  -1J.J  LIU  02,  >_LJ  ^O  "  53*  -^J- 


For  the  year  1854  and  '55. 


W  A  1.  T  II  A  M  : 
Press  of  Josiah  Hastings, 


R  E  P  0  R  T  . 

The  School  Committee  of  the  town  of   Waterlown,  for  (I 
185-4-5,  present  the  folio  winy  lleport. 


When  your  Committee  entcreil   upon    llieiv  duties,  the 
teachers  of  the  several  schools  wore  as  follows  : 
[IMi  School,  M1;-  Wjl    WKBSTKI1 

Hast  Grammar  School,  MR.    l>.   S.    WKNTWOUTII. 

I',,-,  Primary  School,  MISS   II.    !'.    IM'SIIINli. 

West  Grammar  School,  MR.   ('-   s     WIllTMOllE 

West  Primary  School,  MISS   M      \-    IlIOIIAKDS. 

Middle  Grammar  School,  Mil.   A.  J.   NTTTKK. 

(  MISS    I'.    M.   NICHOLS, 
Assistants,  -(  M1S>  A     |,    i>t KIU"K 

Middle  Intermediate  School,  MISS   A.   V    CIIANDLE11. 

Assisted  by  MISS   S.    I'.    WHITE 
Middle  Primary  School  No.  1,  MISS   L   A.    LOCKE 

Middle  Primary  School  No.  i,  MISS    I'.    lIAlilUS. 

The  changes  in  teachers   during  the  year,  have    In 
follows -.—previous    to    the    commencement   of  the   spring 
term.  Mr.  Wentworlh  resigned,  and  Mr  C.  P.  Pinkham  was 
chosen  to  succeed  him. 

Early  in  May,  Miss  Cushing  desired  to  he  absent  for  a 
time,  and  Miss  II.  M.  Parkhurst  has  taught  the  school  as 
substitute  since. 

At  the  close  of  the  spring  term,  Miss  Chandler  resigned, 
and  Miss  L.  B.  Russell  was  chosen  as  her  su. 

At  the  close  of  the  autumn  term,  Mr.  Whitmoro  and 
Miss  Lurko  resigned,  and  Mr.  G.  V.  Pinkham.  and  Mis:  E 
S.  Pierce  were  elected  to  succeed  them. 


The  scholars  in  attendance  during  the  present  winter 
term,  are  in  the 

High  School,  11  boys,  32  girls,  | 

of  whom,  5  boys   and   G  girls  arc  from  the  East,  G   I.03 

5  girls  arc  from  the    West,    and  3  boys  and  -J  I    girls  arc  from 
the  Middle  Schools. 

East  Grammar  School,                 30  boys,  28  girls,                    Total,  G-l 

East  Primary  School,                   31      "     22     ••                        ■'  53 

West  Grammar  Scl I,                31      "     22     "                        "  •.:; 

West  Primary  School,                 27      "     2G     "                        "  53 

Middle  Grammar  School,              M      ■■     53     "                          •■  13-7 

Middle  Intermediate  School,        4«J      "     34     "                         ••  S3 

Middle  Primary  School,  No.  1,    20      "     18     '■                          "  17 

Middle  Primary  School,  No.  2,    28      "     2G     "                        "  5-1 

In  all  the  Scl Is,  "       ~5!)0 

During  the  spring  term,  your  committee  [bund  the  num- 
bers attending-  the  Primary  Schools,  to  be 
In  the  East  School,  QG 

lu  the  West  School,  c,| 

In  the  Middle  School,  No.  1,  75 

In  the  Middle  School,  No.  2,  8-1 

under  these  circumstances,  your  committee  excluded  from 

these  scl Is,  swell   children  as  were  under  five  years   of 

age;  that  being  the  only  practical  mode,  by  which,  the) 
could  reduce  these  schools  to  such  a  number,  as  could  be 
advantageously  taught  in  them. 

During  two  terms  of  the  past  3  ear.  your  committee  have 
employed  Mr.  W.  M.  Scribner,  to  give  two  courses  of  les- 
sons in  writing;  in  the  High,  in  the  three  Grammar,  and 
in  tin-  Intermediate  Schools,  at  an  expense  of  twojiundred 
dollars  in  all.  And  your  committee  believe  the  money  has 
been  profitably  expended.  A  great,  and  very  general  im- 
provement in  penmanship,  has  been  the  result. 

Within  a   few   weeks,  your  committee  have   introduced 

into  the  schools,  ••Tower's  series  of  reading  I ks,"  deeming 

them  the  best  yet  published,  and  greatly  superior  to  those 


heretofore  used  ;  containing'  much  thai  is  u>eful  in  a  [>rnp<  i 
construction  and  understanding  of  Hie  English  language. 

Tin:    men    school. 

The  progress  of  this  School  during  the  year,  lias  Leon 
highly  satisfactory,  the  dieipline  and   instruction   arc-    thoi 

School  is  a  credit  to  the  town. 

Sixteen  scholars  have  been  admitted  to  tliis  school  the 
pasl  year;  bring  all  who  applied  for  admission,  excepl 
those,  -whose  grammar  school  studies   were  found  so  imper- 

or  the  School. 

During  the  autumn  and  winter  terms,  the  third  division 
of  this  school  have,  in  part,  recited  their  lesson:  to  Miss  A. 
1,  Pierce. 

the   purchase   of  Philosophical  Apparatus,  to  illustrate  the 
studies  pursued  in  this  School. 

Till:      LAST     GRAMMAR      SCHOOL. 

In  this  school  the  attendance  has  been  regular,  the  de- 
portmenl  appropriate,  and  the  progress  creditable,  to  both 
scholars  and  teacher. 


Till".     EAST     PRIMARY     SCHOOL. 

much  progress  as  in  any  i'ormer  year.  The  conynittee  ex- 
press their  decided  opinion,  that  the  1  nilding  lor  the  |';i-i 
schools,  is   insullieent  for  the  scholars  in  attendance   at    the 

school-house.  The  cellar  frequently  has  water  standing  in 
it.  and  is  at  all  times  damp  for  want  of  drainage;  the 
rooms  small,  and  almost  without  ventilation. 


Wc  would  recommend  an  appropriation,  sufficient  to  p 


tlic  present  building  m 

it   so  as  to   admit    the 
department. 


[)l-Op 


it    ol     all    in 


THE      IVEST     GRAMMAR     SCHOOL. 

In  this  school,  many  of  the  sholars  have  made  connnend- 
ahle  progress,  ami  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  school, 
more  have  entered  the  High  School  from  this,  than  IV.mh 
either  of  the  others ;  but  among  the  scholars  who  attend 
this  school,  thmv  arc  some  who  liahil n.-illv  arrive  late  ai 
school;  some  whose  attendance  is  irregular,  and  some  who 
are  rude  in  behavior,  and  who  make  vor>  little  real  progress 
in  their  studies;  which  give  to  the  school  an  unfavorable 
appearance,  and  an  undesirable  reputation  ;  so  much  so,  that 
several  applications  have  been  made  to  the  committee  by 
persons  residing  in  this  district,  to  send  scholars  to  other 
schools.     Wc   believe  that  similar  irregularities   have   been 

..f  longstanding  in   this  scl I,  which  successive  tea, dims 

h.-ive  been  unahle  to  overcome.  The  committee  have  re- 
cently engaged  a  tea,  her.  under  whose  instruction,  schools 
in  other  [daces  have  obtained  a  high  reputation;  and  they 
would  earnestly  appeal  to  parents,  so  to  second  his  efforts,  as 
to  enable  him  to  bring  this  school,  lo  as  high  a  standard 
as  any  other  in  town. 


TIIK     WEST     PRIMARY     SCHOOL. 

The  'West  Primary  School  has  mad,  as  much  progress 
as  could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances,  and  it  certain- 
ly is  no|  the  fault  of  the  teacher,  that  il  has  not  made 
greater.  It  labors  under  disadvantages  as  discouraging,  as 
the  West  Grammar  School,  in  respect  to  irregular  attendance, 
and  late  arrival  al  school. 


The  building  occupied  by  the  Wesl  Scl Is   is   unfil    for 

a   school-house,  its  location   on    the    hank   of    Hie   railroad, 

small   and  low,  and  the  want  uf   ventilation   destructive   In 
health. 

Till'.     MIDDLE     GRAMMAR     SCHOOL. 

This  school  has  heen  steady  and  through  in  its  progress 
during  the  year,  and  it  would  nut  suller  in  a  comparison 
with  the  best  Grammar  Schools  in  the  neighboring  towns. 

THE     MIDDLE     INTERMEDIATE     SCHOOL. 

This  school  is  making  comparatively,  as  good  progress 
as  it  has  at  any  time,  hut  owing  l"  the  circumstances  that 
a  large  number  have  been  scnl  into  ii  from  the  two  Prim- 
ary schools,  to  make  room,  sooner  than  otherwise  would 
have  been  clone,  and  that  its  two  most  forward  classes  h  ve 
been  transferred  to  the  Grammar  School;  it  now,  does  not 
appear  so  well  as  it  did  before  such  transfers  were  m  de. 


THE     MIDDLE     PRIMARY     SCHOOLS. 

These  schools  are  now  making  good   progress,  and  have 
at  no  time  made  a  better  appearance,  than  during  the  i 
winter  term. 

The  committee  notice  with  approbation,  the  excellent  con- 
dition, in  whirh  the  two  houses  occupied  In  the  ili 
Middle  Schools  have  been  kepi  ;  their  condition  is  highly 
creditable  to  teachers  and  scholars.  No  damage  or  deface- 
ment of  buildings  or  furniture  has  <-ome  to  Hie  knowledge 
of  the  committee.  During  the  ■*ummov  vacation,  your 
committee  caused  the  cellar  of  the  school-house,  on  Mount 
Auburn  Street,  to  be  floored  with  cement,  and  partitioned 
into  two  apartments,  to  aflbrd  shelter  in   cold   and   storm} 


In    tl, 


ilri'ii   when  out    of   th 


,  thai    ui)Oii    a   moderate 

present    Near.   M|- 

il-'iV  Hi"    I'lYO    ami   lilt. vn  ; 


The  committee  woulil  ohservi 
estimate,  there  will  bo  during  the 
two  hundred  children  hetwoi  a  tin 
more  Hum  all  now   attending  the  schools.     How   many   of 

mine;  one  fourth  of  thai  number  would  fill  all   the   School 

There  are  numbers  in  the  Easi  and  Wes1  Districts,  whoso 
locations  are  remote  from  the  present  sdioobhouses. 

There  are  at  Waved)  Village,  thirteen  children  between 
five  and  fifteen,  which  number  will,  without  doubt  be  in- 
creased, when  some  six  or  eight  bouses  nu\v  being  built, 
shall  be  occupied,  Your  committee  are  not  prepared  to 
make  a  definite  recommendation,  before  it  isapparcnt,  where 
increased  room  will  be  most  needed;  but  additional  accom- 
modation should  be  made,  when  some  practicable  elan  can 
be  hit  upon  to  meet  the  exigency. 

The  school  registers  for  the   past    year,  record    but    few 

have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  schools,  and    would    indicate 
thai  they  felt  some  interest  in  the  progress   made  by    their 


Number  of  scholars  by  i-ensi 

•c  and  fifteen, 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MARSHALL  KINGMAN, 
GEORGE  FRAZAR, 
NATHANIEL  WHITING. 
OLIVER   EDWARDS. 
CHARLES  J.  BARRY, 
MOSES  STONE, 
JOSHUA  COOLIDGE,  Ji 


May    1854,  between 


Cummiili 


REPORT 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


"W  -A.T  EIR,  T  O  "WT  1ST 


I 'Oil  THE  VEAK  1855  r>. 


W  A  I.  Til   V  M: 
P  II  ES  -     (i  [•'    .7  0  si  \  II     HAST 


R  E  P  O  II  T  . 


In  submitting  this  Report  for  the  gratification  perhaps,  as 
well  as  the  inspection  ami  jiulgemenl  of  all  interested,  it  maj 
not  be  amiss  10  note  the  circumstances  under  which  the  commit- 
tee accepted  the  responsibility  tendered  them  by  the  town. 

Elected  by  a  meagre  majority,  reduced  in  numbers  to  less 
than  half  of  what  has  been  deemed  necessary  and  judicious  fin 
the  management  of  the  school  affairs  since  the  adoption   of  the 


ducati 


uienl    the  ;rn,r 
.1  the  petty  cbull 


of  the  expense  of  t 
clamor  for  retrench™ 
thins  of  discontent  which  found  vent,  in  various  forms,  if  undoi 
these  circumstances  the  character  of  the  schools  has  not  deteri- 
orated, nor  the  welfare  of  society  as  connected  therewith,  suffered 
disparagement  in  comparison  with  former  years,  the  committee 
may  at  least  congratulate  themselves,  while  they  abide  the  more 
austere  judgment  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

The  responsibility  of  Sel 1  Committees  is  a  much  more  scri- 

A.nd  there  is  perhaps  no  subject  upon  which  the  citizens  are 
called  to  pass  judgement,  that  involves  the  exercise  of  more  calm, 
clear  ami  dispassionate  reason,  than  thai  of  the  welfare  of  our 
Common  Schools. 

We  shall  attempt  no  panegyric,  but  conl  ni  ourselves  with  a 
plain  statement  of  facts,  with  such  general  remarks  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  subject  may  demand,  under  the  full  conviction  that 
Committees  arc  human  beings  and  equally  with  their  follows  li 
able  to  err. 


town  between   the  ages 


The  whole  number  of  children 
of  5  and  15  years,  as  ascertained 
of  May  last,  is  72G. 

The  whole  number  of  children  registered  in  the  various  school? 
is  671. 

The  accommodations  for  their  education  consist  of  four  School 
Houses,  furnished  with  seats  for  GiJO  scholars,  in  which  there  are 
established  nine  difibreut  Schools,  (exclusive   of  Wuverly,)  and 
employing  twelve  Teachers,  male  and  female. 
Tb  j  arc  classed  as  follows:— 
1.     Primary  Schools  proper. 
•2.     Primary  and  Mixed  Schools. 
3.     Intermediate 


5.     High  School. 
The  Primary  Schools  p 
illajic. 


located   in   il 


Pimi.vUY  No.  1  commenced  th  •  season  under  the  numageiu 
of  Miss  H.  S.  Peirce,  but  who,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  Coi 
mittoc,  was  obliged  by  illness  to  solicit  a  temporary  cessation  < 
duty,  about  the  middle  of  the  first  term.  Her  request  wi 
granted,  and  Miss  Emily  Robbins  was  substituted  in  her  phu 
for  the  time  ljc"m«. 


succeeding  the  first  term.  Miss  Peirce 
that  berheahh  would  not  admit  of  her 
and  declined  further  service." 


During  the  v: 
notified  the  Con 
resuming  her  pu 

The  Committee  made  choii r  Miss  June  Tower  to  fill  the 

vacancy.  Her  valuable  services  were  lost  to  the  town  however, 
at.  the  close  of  the  second  term,  by  the  tender  and  acceptation 
of  a  higher  and  much  more  lucrative  situation  in  the  city  of 
Boston. 

The  next  selection  was  a  sist  -r  of  the  last  i  -aclipr,  Miss  Hen- 
rietta Tower,  who  is  n0w  in  charge  of  the  Scho  >1  and  doing  good 
service. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  every  one  that  so  fro  picnt  changes  aro 
injurious,  inasmuch  as  the  children  mu  >l    bee  nn  •   familiar  w  ith 

*Notc.    While  the  C 


th"  character  and  method  of  their  !  'acher.  ere   they   can   make 

Yet  tin-  circumstances  were  unavoidable.  The  attendance  al 
this  Sri,, k.I  has  been  largo,  sum  itimes  reaching  seventy-live,  while 
there  arc  a< mmodations  lor  Km  sixty. 

Puimahy  No.  -1  is  located  in  the  same  building,  and  has  con- 
tinued under  the  charge  of  its  former  teacher,  Miss  Klixu  Hani-. 
— The  deportment  of  this  School  is  g>od,  ami  we  I  ink  for  an 
improved  condition  as  compared  will,  previous  years. 

The  attendance  here  1ms  been  large,  al  limes  exceeding  the 
accommodations. 

The  I'immmjv  am.  Mixi:i>  School  in  the  west  pari  of  the  town 
has  continued  under  the  charge  of  Miss  M.  A.  Richards. 

The  task  here  is  arduous,  for  reasons  which  will  be  readily 
acknowledged. 

The  population  in  this  section  is  to  some  extent  fluctuating, 
and  in  many  instances  those  who  may  he  considered  permanent 
residents,  manifest  a  lack  of  interest  in  the  education  of  their 
children.  Very  many  of  Ihe  children  air  irregular  in  attend- 
ance, and  badly  furnished  with  I ks,  although  the  latitude  al- 
lowed by  the  Committee,  ha-  been  improved  in  a  liberal  though 
justifiable  mannerly  the  (earlier. 

In  sue],  a  situation,  ii  rcptires  the  exercise  of  patience,  firm- 
ness and  perseverance,  in  addition  In  the  intellectual  nualiiiea- 
tions,  h.  discipline  ami  advance  the  minds  of  the  children. 

This  School  is  at  times  large,  registering  ash 
scholars,  while  the  average  attendance  justilie 

At  the  close,  of  the  lasl  School-  year.  Miss  II.  M.  tyi-klmi-st, 
very  much  to  the  regrel  of  the  Committee,  vacated  Inn-  po  ilion 
as  teacher  of  the  ritiMAUY  .\xi>  Mixkii  Si  iiooi.  at  the  east  part 
of  the  town,  and  Mi-  Sarah  A.  .larvis  was  elected  to  lill  Ihe  va- 
cancy. She  has  continued  in  the  situation  to  this  lime,  dis- 
charging her  duties  most  faithfully. 

Energetic,  decisive,  ami  every  way  eminently  ipialifi  -1  for  the 
position  assigned  her,  she  lias  b  ■  :\.  a 'el  will  continue  to  he.  suc- 
cessful. 


seventy-live 
emarksup- 


This 


wliile  Hie  aver 
aniibstod  there 


:,v   as  the   other   Primary 
well    [br   Ihc  iu- 


Tho  Text  Books 


in  ihc  Schools  already  noticed,  arc:— 

Tower's  Series  in  Reading. 

Russell's  Speller. 

Grccnlear's  Menial  Arithmetic. 

Mitchell's  Primary  Geugr;  |.hy. 
The  Intermediate  School  in  Ihc  Centre  School   [louse,  com 
meneed  the  year  iin.lcr  its   former   teachers,  Mi-   L.  K.  Ilu  -   II 
as  principal,  and  Miss  S.  I".  White  as  assistant.     This  arran 
monl  continued  until  thclatlcr  [.art  nl"  August,  when  Miss  White 
removing  from  (own.  her   sister,  Miss  II.  L  While,  was 
to  her  position,  ami  continues  to  ihc  present  therein.     The  Com 
niiit.-e  are  ivcil  satisfied  with  their  selection. 


The  attendance  at  this  School  has  not  l.een  equal  to  that  of 
former  years,  and  the  task  of  course  not  more  laborious.  To 
anticipate  an  advance  upon  its  former  reputation,  would  he  |.l  tc 
ing  I. nt  a  moderate  estimate  upon  the  abilities  of  the  teachers. 

The  deportment  of  the  School   is   wry    good,  and   the  united 
abilities  of  Ihc  teachers  in.isi  overcome  all  obstacles. 
The  Text  Honks  in  this  School  arc:— 
Reading— Tower's  Seric  . 
Orthography— Fowle's  Speller. 

Webster's  Dictionary. 
Arithmetic— Greenleaf's  Mental. 
Geography-     Mitchell's  Primary. 
Writing— The  Dunlouian  System. 

The  East  Grammar  Sc t.  has  continued   under1  its   rornici 

able  and  efficient  teacher,  Mr  ('.  1'.  Piukhani. 

This  School  is  making  satisfactory  progress.  The  moral  and 
intellectual  discipline  is  excellent.  '  Notwithstanding  I  he 
indisposition  under  which  Mr.  Pinkluim  labors,  his  duties  arc 
performed  in  a  most  thorough  and  creditable  manner.  The  at- 
tenuate though  not  large,  is  regular,  and  argues  well  for  the 
interest  of  the  School. 


Tine  Grammar  School  al  Llie  C  -titre  has  e  uithui  'd  u  i 
former  teachers,  Mr.  A.  J.  Nutter  as  priitciiial,  and   Miss  1'.  M. 
Nichols  as  assistant. 

Mr.  Nutter  is  so  well  known  ami  appreci  il  ■  I  as  to  re  mire  at 
the  hands  of  the  Commit!  ■■■  but   a   brief    notice,     lib 

Of  Miss  Nichols,  his  assistant,  a  large  share  of  crcdil  is  due 
for  her  indefatigable  exertions  for  the  welfare  i.f  those  uml<  r 
licr  charge.  Her  qualilieations  cannot  bo  doubted,  while  the  la- 
bors in  her  department  are  more  arduous,  and  involve  a  \  it 
a  degree  of  responsibility  as  those  of  anj  female  teacher  in 
town. 

Tiie  attendance  al  this  School  is  large,  often  more  than  |  ro- 
vrision  is  made  for.     Tlie  average  attendance  is  likewise  lai     :. 

The  Grammar  School  at  the  west  part  of  the  town  was  vacated 
by  its  former  teacher,  Mr.  Ceo.  1<\  Pinkham,  at  the  close  of  the 
last  School  year,  and  the  Committee  made  choice  of  Mr.  David 
Packard  to  Jill  the  vacancy. 

The  reputation  of  this  School  at  ibis  time  was  not  eminently 
commendable,  although  the  circumstances  which  contributed  to 
the  low  standard,  at  which  this  School  was  rated,  the  Committee 
do  not  feel  called  upon  at  present  to  define.  Ihtt  the  fad  has 
been  demonstrated  both  by  observation  and  complaints  mi 
many  of  the  parents  of  children  who  attended  the  S>  liool. 

«I  can't"— "I  don't    want   to"— and   sometimes  -1    wont"— 

frequently  uttered  by  many  of  the  scholars,  and  were  exact   in- 
dications of  their  dispositions. 

Mr.  Packard  not  only  believed  that  they  rouhK  but  emphatic- 
ally declared  in  favor  of  the  imperative  nuixl,  and  by  his  apt 
ability,  and  strict,  application  to  the  task  assigned  bifti.be  has 
brought  order  out  of  confusion,  and  substituted  proficiency  for 
indolence. 

The  same  difficulty  is  here  encountered,  though  nol     i 

vated  as  noticed  under  the  Primary  Scl 1  in  thi lion  of  the 

town. 

The  attendance  is  not  large,  the  number  is  as  high  as  fifty  on 
the  register,  although  the  average  falls  considerably  below. 


s 

Mr.  Packard  has  .lone  good  service,  and  has  Lhc  thanks  of  the 
Committee. 
The  Text  Books  used  in  the  Grammar  Schools  an  :    • 
Reading— Tower's  Series. 
Orthography—  Fowle's  Speller. 

—WulwliM-'*  Hictionary. 
Grammar— Wold's  and  (Green's  Analysis. 
Arithmetic— Greenleaf's  ami  Colbum's. 
Geography— Mitchell's  4to. 
Composition— Quackenbos'  Firsl  Lessons. 
Hygiene— Cutter's. 
Writing— PunU.nian  System. 

Of  the  High  School  we  cannot  do  othenvise   than  speak   in 

fested  hy  the  scholars  in  their  studies,  the  pride  which  animates 
them,  the  progress  they  arc:  making,  or  tin'  Mill  greater  interest 
manifested  hy  their  teachers,  iheir  diligence  and  elose  appliea- 
tion  to  the  welfare  ..1'  those  under  their  charge,  the  same  eonvie- 
tion  Mill  obtains,  that  the  School  is  in  a  m  ,sl  prosperous  condition 
and  rcilecting  honor  on  tlio  town. 

The  labor  of  the  teachers,  rcouiring  a  greater  outlay  of  talent 
than  is  necessary  in  the  Grammar  Schools,  a  closer  application 
to  the  various  branches  of  study,  involving  ;i  scrupulous  regard 
to  accuracy,  and  a  thoroughness  of  menl  .1    discipline,  so   e 

tion  awarded  them. 

We  cannot  but  give  (hem  credit  for  a  faithful  discharge  of 
■buy. 

Mr.  William  Webster,  by  his   scholastic   attainments,  his  rare 
ability  to  imparl  (he  desired  information,  ami  his   as'iduil 
perseverance  in  his  vocation,  has  con  fern  d  euduriii^  benefit  up- 
on his  pupil-,  and  rendered  (he  School  even  more  successful  than 
the  most  sanguine  could  have  anticipated. 

The  attendance  here  has  been  excellent,  n  most  sure  criterion 
whereby  to  judge  of  the  interesl  which  is  taken  in  the  School 
both  by  parents  and  children,  and  of  the  estimate  placed  upon 
the  abilities  of    he  tcai  her  . 


It'  llicro  is  anything  which  the  Committee  have   to   In  .1<    I   i   I; 
upon,  in  connection  will,  ll.is  Scl,  ..I.  will,  regret,  il  is  ill 
action  in  advancing  scholars  IVhhi  llu:  various  Grammar  .- 
to  a  position  hero. 

The  High  Scluuil  having  been  eslablishe  I  al  a  different 
from  tli-it  usually  approprhl  -I  for  advancing  scholars  hi  si  high- 
all  iln-  Schools,  proLV.nl  ■!  an. I  advanced    -.-h  ,lars   lo   .,    pusiiimi 

iRTC  ill    llli Mltll-Ml.-  -Ill  '1,1    ill'    111.-   lirsl    term,    ffllO     ill     lliril-     esti- 

nuilion,  at  the  present  lime,  should  huvr  remained  in  tin;  Gram- 
niar  Schools  another  year. 

The  consequence  has  been  a  reduction  of  the  talent  in  ihc 
Grammar  Schools,  out  of  ihe  usual  time,  and  the  imposing  of 
heavy  lahoron  constitutions  ill  able  to  s.Klain  it. 

We  won!  1  iveomnieu.l  to  the  future  Committee,  to  retain  all 
the  scholars  in  the  Grammar  Schools  in  their  present  positions 
for  the.  year  to  command  il"  necessary,  I  i  ailvaiiuo  the   standard 

in  such  Schools.     Some  ..I   ihe  scholars   ad\ ;ed    to    the    High 

School,  were  deemed  scantily  qualified,  at  Ihe  time  of  their  pro- 
motion; and  although  d  ling  Well,  yet  il  i  of  the  iilm..st  impor- 
tance  that  all  applicant  lor  the  High  School  should  he  ihorough- 
ly  versed  in  all  the  branches  taught  in  Ihe  Grammar  .- 
inasmuch  as  these  are  not  intende  1  to  he  passed  in  review  in  the 
High  School,  hut  to  form  the  Lasis  upon  which  the  sehol 
advance  to  higher  knowledge. 

We  make  this  recommendation  under   tin   full  assurance  thai 
justice  to  the  scholar,  as  well  as  a  due  regard  for  th  i   i  ha 
Of  the  Scl I-  dm, and  it. 

There  may  he  some  to  whom  these  remarks  may  seem  ill  timed, 
but  to  such  we  would  sav  that,  completein       in  all  lhijiu>  iiml.  r- 

taken,  is  unqualifiedly  ueces*  ir\  to  .  and  while  the  i 

of  many  may  remain  uugralili.  I.  yet  i,  is  hoped  that  whal  i 
most  essential  to  Ilia  welfare  of  the  !i  ,1  .will  receive  all  prop- 
er attention  and  satisfaction. 

The  time  for  a  full  curse  of  study   in    the    High    Scl I    ha: 

been  extended  during  il.  •  p:H  eason  to  four  yeai  .  Till  lime 
being,  in  the  c  timatiou  of  the  Conimilh  >•,  uece  ary  for  a  full 
and  perfect  accomplishment  of  the  desired  effect. 


The  following  Brief  will  explain  the  arrangement  as  well 
the  studies  pursued  here: — 

C  0  U  It  S  E    t)  V    ST  r  D  V 

WATERTOWN     HIGH     SCHOOL 


ENGLISH   COURSE. 


st     V 


Isr  Teum.— Worcester's  Aiu-ii-i.i  :ui.l  Mod-  I  Jo  In;».- W.>i,      :  \ 

em  History,  eru  I! 

Algebra     ijmu-ki'iil...,'     Pug-  ijii  I    ,•      i  ,  ; 

Uu  Teum.— Worcester's  Ancient  ami  Modern  11    b 
Algebra. 

(Jn'ackcnl.o,'  r.i.jli-h  l',.i„1„„ition. 

Second     V  -•  a  r  . 

1st  Term.— Latin— commenced.  I  2d  Teum.— Latin  -continued. 

Philosophy.  Philo.-ophy. 

Algebra.  I,,    ::    try. 

3d  Teum.— Latin— continued. 
Philosophy. 
Geometry. 

Third     Year. 


.ook  Keeping. 

P  oiirt  li    Y  e  a  i  . 
1st  Term.— Chemistry,  l  2n  Teum.— Clicn  istrv. 

Davie's  S-irvcying. 

Intellectual  Phi  Intellectual  1'liilosopl 

3u  Tei:m.— Practical  Aritlu 

(i'ray's  Ii!itaili.'!;|,T'!'x't>h11..k. 

CLASSIC  A  L    TEXT    BOOKS. 

Latin.  « 

Weld's  Latin  Lessons.  1  C,    ,r. 

Andrew's  and  Stoddard's  Grammar.  Vi 

Viri  Komx.  |  Cicero— Oral   >Ji 

Greek. 

Sophocles' Grammar.  |    Jai    i,'    C  -    k  Ki     It. 

Xcnoplion      v 
J''  r  e  n  c  h  . 

Fasqucllo's  Method.  'I 

Talbots  Philosophy  of  I  i,  i.  !,  n,  ;,i,:„  n: i,  n. 

Kp'Orthograph\j—l\nmanilut>—Comi>vs;tioii  and  D^lnmnlivn  tht  Entire  Course-^CH 


II 

Wo  have  end  'avoidl  i  >  avoid  invidious  comparisons  I.  dwe,  n 
the  various  teachers  employed  in  the  Schools. 

There  arc  some  general  ideas  however  Ihal  may  he  applicable 
to  all.  ll  is  necessary  I  hen  in  the  lirsl  place,  thai  the  I 
should  he  imlnied  thoroughly  with  llie  responsibility  ol'  (heir  sta- 
tions. The  lut are  is  in  a  great  degree  eonnnitted  to  their  trust, 
and  it  is  ['or  them  to  shape  ii  towards  a  more  peri;  el  ,  i  idition. 
—  It  is  not  the  intellect  alone  thai  is  to  he  iiouri-died  and  brought 
into  active  life.     A  moral  Induing  is  a  ptvrcpiisilo,  and  demands 

tli uistanl  watchfulness  of  those   on   duly.      Moral   di  cipline, 

rigid  moral  discipline  lies  al  the  foundali f  all  good  and  val- 
uable institutions.  The  child  has  had  litllc  uxperioi ,  and  ex- 
ercises hut  little  reason,  being  mostly  guided  by  passion  or  de- 
sire. True  the  germ  is  there  thai  is  1,.  increase  and  become 
mature,  but  ii  reipiires  care  and  judicious  management  to  bring 
it  into  harmony  with  the  best  int  'rest-;  of  society. 

Obedience,    implicit    obedience,   should    be   the    fundamental 
principle  with  all  teachers  in  maters  touching  the   moral   con- 


duct of  their  pupils. 
This  doctrine  of  course  in, 

lu  the  exercise  of  iheir  va 
extremely  cautious  to  guard 
the  minds  of  their  pupils. 

There  is  nothing  which  h. 
When  one  strongly  rooted  i 


much  N 


ters. 

It  is  difficult  to  state 
cases.     Children  vary  i 
and   tea, -her,   vary    in 
some  considerable  laliti 
there  are  some  ideas  wl 


dies  coercion,  bill  il  should  bo   the 

ions  faculties,  teachers  should  ho 
igaiiist   the  creation  of  jealousy   in 

-  a  worse  I  indeney  than  this.— 
i  the  mind,  il  begets  the  most  rc- 
■csultiuu-indownrigld  hatre.l.  Wo 
mi  hmcul  in  -enoral.  but  we  would 
,,  tell  a  child  -Ii  you  do  thus,  or 
lion  above   your   hi-others  and   sis- 

.  thai  will  operate  uniformly  in  all 
r  susocniihililv   ill'    uudcr.-landimi, 


allowed  on  both  shies.     Yet 

d   Will,   th,     Sclio  ,1s. 


L: 

Love,  sood  will,  ki  i.l   treajme 
a  hold  upon  such  natures  as  are 
with  that  la 
verso,     lint  a  stonier  ll >  is  uuccr 

They  aiv   to   he    controlled,  ami    s 
benefit  14)011  (hem,  while  110  disadva 

There  is  much  of  a  squeamish  sen 
in  the  community.      Parents  are  -vn 

their  ehihlren  atleml  School,  so h 

at  home  wlien  Ihey  are  gone,  Inil  all 
should  progress  in"  their  sludies,  ami 
useful  know 


.•in   will   ul :    I 

I.      II  is  in  aeeoi' 
permeal.es  ami  pen 


Id   1 


,'CI    ill 


difficult  to  manage  Ih ■ 

of  the  most  trivial  ina.lvei 
ami  eilueate  an  assembly  d 
the  trials  imposeil  upon  ih 

.1  mercy  are  u 


ami  many  who  perch; 
•hihlren  at   home,  will   eompla 


1'. 


oul.t  consider  well 


I'i 


if  the  Creator,  ami  whilsl  Ih 
we  surely  ought  not  lobeuni 
'Ives  ami  our  institutions. 


In! 


teachers  cannot   fail  of   he- 
ld   the   limes   demand    that 
,'  of  the  I 


most  prominent  attri 

of  their  application  I 

With  the  co-operation  of  pa 
in- more  successful  than  with, 
thorough  discipline  wilho  il   - 

taxed  in  vain,  and  society  c parativ.  h  valueless. 

The  success  of  any  teacher  depends   upon    the   ability,  

enforce  arhiirary  texts  alone,  hul  making  these  Ihe 

hie  the  child  to  huild   its  superslrm  lure    ih.  reon    hy,  a    ivgi  lai 

(level. -pin. ail  and  pro. 1'  l/ic 

F„r  Ihe  inleresl  which  the  teachers  have    manifested   in    ihcir 
several  Schools,  we  lender  ll  1    1  I  >.     M  ij  Ihe} 

bucd  with  thai  desire  to  henelil    their   pupils,  which    is 
have  animal.'. I  the  heart  of  the  111'  I   School    M  .     I 

land,  G/.ekiel  CI,  ev.  r,  who  p      ■   I  ,  f    Uh    life    in 

the  vocation,  an  I  who  was  1'mailv  gathered  to  hi    n    1  at  the  gen- 
erous age  of  11  in  sty-four.     Like  his  may  their  days  he  numbered. 
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To  the  parents  likewise  we  acknowledge  our  obligali 
Their  co-operation  and  sympathy  are   alike   indisp  n 
with  few  exceptions  h 

however,  who  seem  tc 

of   their   children,  either   mentally  or  physically,  and    w 
children  oi'  such  find  their  way  to  the  School-room,  it 
make  an  unpleasant  impression. 

Our  Grandams  were  accustomed  to  consider  poverty  in  itself 
no  cause  for  degradation,  and  they  considered  wisely  and  justly. 
— Its  habiliments  should  never  be  the  subjects  of  jest,  or  critical 
remark,  but  there  arc  some  features  connected  therewith,  foi 
the  continuance  of  which  there  seems  to  be  no  justification. — 
Water  in  our  vicinity  at  least  is  plentiful  and  easy  of  access, 
and  a  copious  application  of  the  lucid  clement,  with  soap  and 
brush,  would  contribute  much  to  improve  the  physical  appear- 
ance of  many  of  our  pupils. 

The  Committee  arc  happy  to  state  that,  their  decisions  have  in 
most  eases  been  harmonious,  the  question  of  establishing  a  School 
at  Wavcrly  having  occasioned  more  contact  of  sentiment  than 
any  other,  and  upon  this  there  is  still  a  difference  of  opinion. 

They  would  much  rather  have  postponed  all  action  on  the 
subject  until  the  annual  -March  meeting,  but  circumstances 
pressed,  a  majority  of  their  number  yielded  and  established  the 
School  January  12th,  1856,  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  cur- 
rent School  year. 

The  Room  for  the  School  and  Settees,  are  furnished  free, 
while  the  expense  of  fitting  up,  fuel,  and  teacher,  is  incurred  bj 
the  town.  The  whole  expense  will  be  about  ninety  dollars. — 
Whether  this  shall  become  a  permanent  establishment,  is  a  ques- 
tion for  the  consideration  of  the  town  and  the  action  pf  future 
Committees. 

The  School  is  under  the  management  of  Miss  Rebecca  Dowse, 
a  teacher  of  whose  abilities  the  town  has  bad  the  benefit  in  times 
past,  and  who,  the  Committee  doubt  not,  will  be  aide  to  render 
a  good  account  of  her  Stewardship.  There  arc  twenty  scholars 
in  attendance. 

The  accommodations  furnished  for  the  west  part  of  the  town 
arc  not  of  a  very  prcposessing  character. 
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The  House  is  badly  located  both  for  improvemcnl  of  iul   Heel 
ual  opportunities  and  the  safeh  of  ihe  children;  li  1 

so  close  Lo  the  Railroad  as  not  only  Lo  endanger  the  live.-  ol'  (lie 
children  while  al  play,  but  to  render  (he  task  of  Lb  •  learhers 
much  more  objectionable,  than  it  would  he  in  a  proper  I,  ali  m 
-Six  or  seven  times  a  da\  the  recitations  arc  brought  abruptly 
ton  stop,  by  the  necessary  warnings  of  tin;  engineer,  as  I,  ■  ap- 
proaches the  crossing  immediately  in  I'ront  of  the  house.  We 
have  no  wish  to  add  lo  the  expense  of  Hie  town  unneee-sarily, 
bul  some  expense  is  absolutely  necessary  here,  au.l  we  hope  the 
town  will  give  the  sidijeel  an  imparlial  consideration. 

^Ve  submit  a  table  of  the  valuation  ol'  tlie  [own  for  a  series 
of  years,  and  its  appropriations  for  Hdueational  purposes,  which 
may  be  of  some  value  lo  those  win.  are  desirous  .,f  fads  in  fig- 
ures. 

Value  of  Kslates.        Appropriations  for  Schools. 
1S40  $1,402,750  1S-I0  §1,700 

is  H  l-,50i;,200  1841  1,700 

184-2  1,034.500         184-2  i,;.uo 

184-:!  I,iiii2,01ti  |S|:;  I, Too 

1S44  1,810,350  [S4-I  2,200 

•    1845  2,133,017  is  ir»  2,r 

184b  2,0!>8.050  1 S 10  2.500 

1847  2,408,4r.O  1817  2,800 

IMS  2,50-1,750  l«ls  2,800 

1840  2.S0l,f1t)0  ISln  3.000 

lSjio  2,bi4,ioo  isr.u  3,ooo 

1851  2,(.i'.)o.ioo  I8.")1  3,300 

1852  3,07b,250  IK52  3,400 

1853  3.237,050  1853  3,NO0 

1854  r».487.iHI0  1851  5,800 

1855  3.558,700              IS55  ti.OOO 
Assuming  that  Ihe  increase  in  Ihe   valuation  of    lv  tales  is  a 

g I  criterion  whereby  to  judge  ol'  (he  Io\n  pros]  ...  il  be- 
comes a  very  pertinent  inquiry,  to  knov  v.lm  cause:  have  con- 
spired to  swell  the  rapid  inerea.-o  of  Valuation. 

The  amount  of  business  transacl  ;il  in  the  town  is  not  greater 
than  al  at  a  period  of  twenty  or  twenlj  live  years  past. 


The  increase  of  valuation  Hi 
provement  of  business  faeilili. 


l.trilml    i 


abundance.     The  tnilli  is,  Wal  Tlown,  iilili..u<rli  outstripped  I.; 
most  of  the  ncighborine  towns  in  point  of  increase  in  population 

if  not  wealth,  is  last  bccomin.u  llu-  iv  idenco,  I    h  lai-v  |,..rti 

the  business  people  of  the  city  of  Hoslon,  whose  .Ionian. I  forth 
soil  increases  its  vain  ■.  whil  ■  at   III  ■  sain  '  I i i ■  i  ■  ih ■•  w    n 1 1 li  of  ih 


tow 


In  ih 


N  >w  ii  is  idle  i  i  suppose  thai  p.-nple  rush  pdl  m-ll  m  i 
ili  >s,  without  considering  the  advaut  i-vs  (liat  are  to  accrue- lb  -ro- 
froin.  Watertown  has  its  natural  attractions.  The  landscape 
opens  to  the  view  in  many  places,  charms  such  as  mi.uhl  tempt 
the  pencils  of  the  "Old  M  isl  ts,"  i  .  sprinu  airain  loth  ■  delinea- 
tion of  beauty.  It  has  also  its  repulsive  features.  I'.ui  ahove 
and  beyond  all  these  lies  the  cultivation  of  the  human  mind. 


,  H,o  history  of  Now  Rnjrland,  il 
guarantee  for  the  safely  of  sooi 
d  :,-  the  Palladium  of  iiur  liberti 


Fn.m  the  earliest 

hern  deemed  il nl 

and  is  now  justly  co 

In  the  early  days  of  Wal  •■■(  ,v, ,,,  ore  Committees  were  mueh 
known,  and  the  School  aecomm  idalious  in-aero,  the  lathers  of 
the  town  thniurhl  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  -real  i. 
importance.  They  subdivided  their  number  for  the  purpose  of 
n-oin- "two  and  two  thro'  the  town  to  so  ■  llial  the  eliil  Iren  wore 
taught  to  road  and  write,  and  al-o  to  look  aU'-r  lid,-  in,,,;, I  irain- 
ine  and  discit.line." 


Year  after  year  they  followed  tb 


to  lab. 


d  w.  re  willinti 


;  : 


To  day  the  sonlimenl  is  Ih  ■  same.     The  lirsl  >pi. 
by  thoso'whoaro  seeking  a    loeati n   d  I         accom- 

modations haw  y,  n.  a:i  1  v  li  il  I  -r  of  your  Sch    .1      ' 

—All  this  iv  well.  Il  keeps  alive  the  durational  departments 
without  which  all  would  be  anareln  and  dm  i  ,  while  with  Iho 
full  development  of  the  pnw,  r  ol  the  mind,  com  th  ■  disc,  m 
raont  of  all  that  is  noble,  beautiful  and  Te.nl.  win  Iher  in  nature 
or  in  art.      Now  as  it  is  only  throii".h  a  clear  end  dbfinc!  idea  of 


1G 
what  is  beautiful  and  good  that  we  can  properly  appreciate  the 
worth  thereof,  so  also  is  it  by  the  proper  appreciation  of  objects 
or  institutions  that  we  come  to  love,  honor  and  venerate  them. 

It  is  well  then  that  there  should  be  a  lively  interest  manifested 
in  our  Common  Schools,  h  all  classes,  since  it  is  here  that  the 
intellect  takes  its  first  lessons  and  upon  which  it  must  build  its 
future. 

If  Watertown  wishes  to  grow  in  numbers  and  in  wealth,  let 
her  continue  as  she  is  now  doing,  appropriating  liberally  for  the 
education  of  her  children.  For  where  the  facilities  are  open  for 
the  greatest  amount  of  intellectual  improvement,  thither,  all 
other  attractions  being  equal,  will  the  largest  and  best  popula- 
tion tend. 

But  it  will  he  asked  of  what  advantage  is  it  to  the  town,  or 
what  inducements  does  it  hold  out  for  the  encouragement  of  ad- 
ditional population,  while  the  greater  the  amount  of  valuation, 
still  greater  the  taxation?  it'  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  soci- 
ety depended  upon  the  amount  of  its  landed  or  funded  possessions 
entirely,  if  genuine  intellectual  worth  is  to  he  estimated  in  the 
same  scale  with  articles  of  merchandise,  then  there  may  lie  a 
show  of  reason  in  the  interrogatory. 

But  the  idea  which  is  conveyed  by  the  inquiry  has  no  proper 
foundation  either  in  theory  or  in  fact. 

If  the  advantages  accruing  to  society  arc  no  greater  with  the 
outlay  of  six  dollars  per  head  for  the  education  of  the  children. 
than  with  three,  then  indeed  is  the  sum  increased  for  nought, 
and  wasted. 

But  look  around  upon  society  and  see  bow  many  situations 
are  Idled  competently  by  persons  who  have  had  no  otj.er  advan- 
tages than  the  Common  School  has  afforded  them,  sec  the  increase 
of  the  demand  for  higher  qualifications  than  our  Schools  in  forme] 
years  afforded,  except  at  private  expense,  and  shall  not  the  field 
he  left  open  for  a  fair  intellectual  competition?  Shall  the  pov- 
erty of  the  parent  lie  visited  upon  the  mind  of  its  offspring? 

It  would  seem  that  the  laws  of  nature  \u'iv  sufficiently  strin- 
gent in  this  particular,  without  the  addition  of  human  enact- 
ments. 


uation- and  appropriation  tabic  it  will  be  seen  that   in    1 
valuation  was  §1,402,700.   The  Sclw  I  •  1,700. 

or  L1G  L-5  cts.  per  si. [n  1  *.">u  the  valuation  was   §3,rwS, 

700.     The  appropriation  for  Schools  was  $0,000.  or  I  OS  2-5  d 
per  §1,000. 

Thus  while  the  valuation  lias  increase.!   in   liflecn   years    1  13 
per  cent.,  the  appropriation    upon    the   valuation    has   in, 
52  1-5  per  cent. 

Hero  is  an  increase  of   appr -ialion    which   in   comparison 

with  earlier  periods  seems  large,  l.ul  which,  as  will  he  shown,  is 
not  more  than  sufficient  lo  m.iinlain  a  proper  standard  of  l-Mu 
cation  in  our  [own,  as  compared  with  the  (owns  in  general  in  Ihe 


Prom  the  town  of  Wcllfleet,  which  appropriates  •">  mills  and 
40-100  per  one  dollar  of  vain  ition  for  the  snpporl  of  its  Schools, 
Watertown  slides  in  the  scale,  down  to  I  mill  and  01-100  per 
one  dollar  of  valuation,  there  being  2=17 towns  in  (lie  state  which 

support  of  Public  Schools.     And  when  it  is  taken  into  eonsidera- 

uc,  support  only  Primary  and  Grammar  Scl Is,  it  will  he  seen 

that  although  Watertown  ap])ropriates  liherally.  yet  the  .  I, 
of  the  SehooN-  established,  demand  and  are  worth  the  outlay. 

The  whole  number  of  towns  in  the  State,  as  per  Ueporl  of  the 
Board  of  Education  publi.-died  last  year,  and  which  is  the  last 
which  has  come  to  baud,  is  328. 

Arranged  according  to  (he  per  centnge  of  taxable  property 
appropriated  to  the  support  of  Public  Schools,  Watertown  stands 
number  238,  He-  medium  point  being  104.  W;  i  rl  iwn  i  here 
far  below  the  position  to  which  her  ability  entitle.-  In  r! 

In  the  County,  which  ranks  the  third  in  Ihe  Male  for  appro- 
priations for  Scl Is.  according    to   p<  i    cent,  of    valuation,  and 

which  contains  lifty-onc  towns,  "Watertown  -land-  in  valuation 
of  dales  Ihe  ninth.  In  per  cent,  of  appropriation  for  Schools 
upon  valuation,  she  stands  the  eleventh. 

We  give  these  statistic,  lo  show  that  notwithstanding  the  in- 


.1  tl 


,1   S<  hools  u. 
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the  ability  has  increased  in  fair  proportio 
son  with  other  towns,  ii  lias  no  valid  reus 
It  has  been  the  underslandin-:  of  the  '.' 

ed  especially  for  the  compensation  of  teachers,  care  i> 
fuel,  and  such  other  items  as  aie  deemed  iiidispensal.l 
Scliodl-room,  while  all  repairs  on  buildings.  <ve.,  arc   i 

lied  both  by  statute  law  and   cum ,    usage.     At    all   events    it 

has  been  the  rule  of  action  not  only  of  the  present  but  of  form- 
er Committees. 

The  following  account  will  -how  for  what  purposes  the  mono) 
granted  by  the  town  has  been  applied. 

SIMS  CHANTED. 

Granted  for  support  of  Schools,  §0,000  00 

Received  from  Stale  School  fund,  102  SO 

si;.1i:j  .Mi 

Paid  from  Contingent  Tumi.  If,:',    If, 

$i;,aifi  iifi 

Paid  Teachers'  Salaries  one  year,  §-l,8SH    do' 

••    Fuel  for  Schools       "       "  :;:;:,  70 

••    Care  of  School  Houses  one  year,  2f>8  72 

••    General  School  Committee  for  1854-5,  180  00 
-    Furniture  for  School  Rooms,  comprising  Settee  , 
Chairs,  Tables.  Clock.   Mats.  Uromns,  ISrushes, 

Dusters,  Coal  Hods.  Hells,  Map  .  .;■■..  etc.,  181    73 

"    Books  furnished  the  Schools,  -J-   tiO 

'■    For  taking  census  of  School  children,  8  00 

"    Fitting  up  Room  at  Waverly,  11    17 

••    Four  copies  Mitchell's  Large  Folio  Atlas,             •  48   00 

"    Labor  in  and  around  Se] I    House,  being  wash- 
ing of  Floors,  Windows,  gradin     the  Grounds, 

cleaning  Vaults.  tvc,  &c.  40  02 

"    Printing  for  High  School,  15  f,0 

Fast  Grammar  School,  3  !)3 

••    E.  Pratt,  services  High  School,  &c.,  4   50 

"    Hiram  Whitney,  repairs  on  Clocks,  13  00 

"    Insurance  Premiui i  Centre  School  House,  SO  7;". 


»    Repairs  on  Furnaces,  Funnel,  Registers,  &c,  12   S(l 

"    Repairs  on  School  Houses,  2T.-I  07 

Total  expense  of  Schools,  g"      iTii 

The  repairs  on  Houses  have  been  distributed  as  follows:-  - 
High  School  House,  $f>  SO 

Ccntn l!4  CO 

Wcsl        "         "  >5  Si 

East         ••         "  lis    10 

I  i  . 
It  will  lie  seen  thai  the  Contingent  Fund  has  suflere  I  I  ul  ;i 
slight  diminishment  at  the  hands  of  the  School  Commit 
The  town's  appropriation  ivc.,  having  paid  all  expenses  save 
$153  15,  and  the  Committee  believe  thai  all  bills  are  paid,  will. 
the  exception  of  the  salaries,  (which  will  not  be  properly  due 
until  April,)  and  care  of  the  Centre  Houses  for  the  present 
School  term,  West  House,  one  year,  and  East,  a  portion  of  year. 
The  appropriation  for  apparatus  for  the  High  School  has  noi 
been  under  the  supervision  of  the  present  Committee,  and  for 
its  expenditure,  we  refer  the  town  to  Trcas.  Report  on  hidden- 
tal  Expenses. 

We  have  thus  endeavored  to  give  the  town  some  little  insight 
into  the  condition,  management  and  expense  of  the  Educational 
Department,  and  if  there  is  anything  omitted,  it  ought  to  be 
placed  to  the  oversight  of  the  Committee  and  not  to  policy.— 
For  we  hi  lievc  that  being  the  servants  of  the  town,  all  Commit- 
tees arc  under  obligations  to  render  a  full  account  of   their  do- 

ln  conclusion,  we  commend  again  to  the  town,  a  cautious  and 
prudent,  yet  at  the  same  time  a  wise  and  liberal  policy  with  re- 
gard to  iis  Schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  T.   HUOKINS,  )     General 

JOSHUA   COOLinGE  JR.,  Srhoot 

JOSEPH   CRAFl'S.  )  Committee. 

Watertown,  Feb.  12tii,  1856. 
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R  E  V  O  R  T 


The  education  of  the  children  mid  youth  of  am  considerable 

the  welfare  of  those  who  receive  it,  hut  also  for  the  protection 
of  society  from  the  innumerable  evils  which  follow  its  neglect. 
Were  the  policy  and  plan  of  operations  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  object,  as  unsettled  as  are  many  of  the  questions  of  public 
interest  which  occupy  popular  attention,  the  labor  of  its  super- 
visors would  lie  formidable  and  difficult. 

Assuming,  by    your  appointment,  this    peculiar    trust,  ymir 

in  finding  an  existing  institution,  guaranteed  by  law  and  an 
approving  public  sentiment,  already  moulded  and  adapted  to 
Lho  accomplishment  of  the  desired  end.  Their  la-si  judgment 
has  been  exercised  and  applied  to  make  the  various  means  you 
have  so  liberally  furnished,  effectual  and  salutary.  A  majority 
of  your  Committee  have  been  officially  familiar  with  the  routine 
and  management  of  the  schools  of  the  town  during  previous 

similar  experience  elsewhere.  They  have  held  frequent  meet- 
ings for  consultation  and  business,  and  the  result  of  their  united 
counsel  and  deliberation  has  h,  >.,  harmoniously  applied  to  the 
furtherance  of  the  work  assigned  ih,  in.  The  lirsl  Imsiucss 
ordinarily  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Committee  for  the  new- 
school  year,  is  the  selection  and  appointim  ut  of  teachers  for  the 
several  schools  required  by  the  (nun.  A  question  i 
serious  consequences,  as  ii  is  lho  chief  instrumentality  in  (ho 
system  of  means  to  be  employed,  and  one  requiri 
tion  of  qualifications,  rarely  found  in  full  measure,  though 
indispensable  to  complete  succe??. 
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The  literary  qualifications  of  a  teacher  being  ample,  the 
experiment  may  fail  from  a  lark  of  capacity  to  govern;  this 
being  secured,  a  wanl  of  aptness  (o  teach,  or  some  nl 
peculiarity  of  manner  or  bearing  may  nullify  honest  effort,  create 
disaffection  and  distrust  in  the  mimis  of  the  scholars,  and  resuh 
in  limited  benefit  to  the  school,  and  the  disappointmcnl  of  its 
patrons  and  friends.  All  these  necessary  qualities  arc  not 
always  ascertained  by  "personal  examination,"  but  are  contin- 
gences  to  he  developed,  or  found  wanting  in  the  course  of  actual 

If  the  teacher  is  not  "to  the  manner  born,"  the  faculty  is  of 
difficult  acquirement.     It  prevents  the  occurrence  of  evil  rather 

meat  of  misconduct  before  il  has  ripened  into  actual  disorder. 
That  discipline  is  the  most  efficacious  which  is  the  most  sponta- 
neous: superinduced  byibn f  character  rather  than  by  special 

The  harmony  of  the  school  is  often  disturbed  by  an  under- 
current of  hostility,  outside  of  its  immediate  influence.  Some 
real  or  supposed  grievance,  which  a  friendl)  interview  with  the 
teacher  would  speedily  adjust. is  suffered  to  rankle  and  -row  in 
the  mind  of  the  parent,  producing  alienation  of  feeling,  whirl, 
however  concealed,  is  eventually  reflected  upon  the  school  in 
the  sullenncss  and  disobedience  of  the  infected  children.  It  may 
be  a  question  whether  the  education  of  children,  as  mm  i 
ally  conducted,  possesses  that  unity  and  completeness  of  devi  l- 
opinent,  which  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our  educational  laws 
indicate,  and  the  claims  of  society  require.  Among  the  ennu- 
mcratcd  branches  of  instruction,  which  arc  of  legal  authority  in 

the   public   schools,  ;•- 1    behavior'1    is  specially    mentioned. 

There  is  reason  to  fear  that   the  importance  of  this  subject  has 
hem  too  much  overlooked;  that    the   instruction  on   th'i 
has  been  confined  to  flagrant  acts  of  misconduct,  or  only  given 
to  that  extent  which  would  ensure  tolerable  decorum  in    the 
school  room. 

The  intellectual  branches  are  uuighl  in  a  formal  and  precise 
manner,  while  that  accomplishment  which  gives  currency  and 
(hush   to  all  others,  is  enforced  only  by  a  casual  hint,  and  that 


perhaps  upon  the  occasion  of  the  open  violation  of  some  known 
rule  of  propriety.  Coarse  and  vulgar  habits  have  greater  invet- 
eracy and  power,  than  polished  ami  refined  ones.  Common 
modesty,  (not  to  speak  of  "ears  polite,")  is  often  shocked  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  play-ground,  by  indecencies  of  language 
and  conduct,  which  seem  to  he  the  prevailing  dialect  and 
manner  of  life:  and  which  it  is  manifestly  the  duty  of  some- 
body to  reform.  Peaceable  travelers,  whose  habiliment  or 
equipage  is  not  of  the  approved  pattern  or  construction,  are 
honied  at,  and  persons  quietly  pursuing  their  daily  avocati  uis, 
arc  pelted  with  snowballs.  These  propensities,  if  unchecked, 
become  perpetuated  in  "children  of  a  larger  growth,"  and  are 
thrust  upon  society  in  more  offensive  forms.  While  the  public 
school  deals  more' exclusively  with  (he  intellectual  faculties, 
should  it  fail  to  direct  and  apply  those  moral  sentiments  which 
are  presumed  to  be  cultivated  elsewhere '{ 

In  giving  a  detailed  report  of  the  condition  of  the  several 
schools,  your  Committee  are  unable  to  give  the  definite  results 
of  improvement  for  the  year,  as  they  are  obliged  to  anticipate 
the  final  examination  of  the  schools  nearly  two  months. 

The  High  school  has  been  in  operation  more  than  three  years. 
The  extensive  and  diversified  course  of  study,  properly  belong- 
ing to  a  school  of  this  kind,  and  constituting  its  essential 
character,  requires  unremitting  diligence,  patience,  and  perse- 
verance, through  the  entire  length  of  its  prescribed  term  of 
years,  in  order  to  reap  the  full  bom-lit  which  it  was  desi  nn  d  and 
is  still  intended  to  confer.  It  is  believed  thai  undue  haste 
either  in  entering  or  leaving  this  school,  is  both  imp,, line  and 
injurious.  A  thorough  knowledge  of  I  he  Grammar  school 
studies  should  be  the  only  door  of  admission  to  this  ;  the  pupil 
should  remain,  if  possible,  through  the  entire  course,  and  never 
less  than  two  years  :  any  considerable  amount  of  time  less  than 
this,  unless  restricted  to  a  very  few  studies,  is  of  doubtful 
utility,  and  would,  ordinarily,  be  more  profitably  employe,,  i„ 
the  Grammar  school. 

The  course  of  instruction,  with  some  slight  changes,  remains 
as  heretofore  :  the  advantages  of  a  thorough  academical  educa- 
tion are  here  lively  furnished.  This  school  has  been  in  ehai  ;o, 
since  its  commencement,  of   the  present  efficient   teacher,  Mr. 
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William  Webster.  Of  his  ability,  your  Committe  arc  happy  to 
re-affirm  tbe  good  opinion  uniformly  expressed  in  the  Report* 
of  former  years,  [f  there  is  a  doubt  of  the  practical  application 
of  this  ability  to  his  work,  a  visil  of  half  an  hour,  to  the 
will  he  likely  to  remove  it.  And  his  success  in  his  vocation  is 
attested  by  nearly  a  hundred  witnesses,  cattcrcd  throughout 
the  town,"  and  elsewhere,  who  have  shared  in  the  beneficial 
results  of  his  salutary  instruction.     The  number  of  scholars  is 

principal,  no  assistant  having  been  needed  during  the  past  year. 
It  is  probable,  however,  that  this  necessity  will  again  occur,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  school  year. 

The  Centre  Grammar  school  is  organized  in  three  divisions. 
The  first,  or  principal  department,  has  been  taught  for  several 
years  by  Mr.  A.  J. Nutter.  It  contains  fifty-seven  scholars,  com- 
posed of  the  more  advanced  classes.  With  less  extremes  of  age 
and  proficiency,  it  has,  in  appearance  and  in  reality,  an  advan- 
tage over  oilier  Grammar  schools  not  so  thoroughly  graded.  It 
has  also  the  advantage  of  having  received,  for  a  considerable 
time,  continuous  energetic  and  judicious  training.  The  instruc- 
tion is  systematic  and  clear,  and  "Heaven's  first  law"  has  full 
force  and  sway.  The  recitations  arc  prompt,  energetic,  and 
apparently  well  understood.  The  whole  routine  of  manage- 
ment has  acquired  that  permanence  -and  stability  of  character 
so  essential  to  the  facility  and  certainty  of  successful  effort.  The 
second  department,  of  this  school  was  taught  during  the  lirsl 
and  second  terms  of  the  present  school-year  by  Miss  Anna  L. 
Pierce.  In  consequence  of  ill  health,  she  I  mdercd  her  resigna- 
tion. Her  duties  wen:  faithfully  discharged,  and  the  school 
made  satisfactory  progress  while  under  her  charge. 

The  vacancy,  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Miss  Anna 
Pierce,  was  filled  at  the  commencement  of  the  wimer  term 
by  the  appointment  of  Miss  Henrietta  15.  Tower,  who  was 
transferred  from  one  of  the  Primary  schools  of  the  same  district. 
There  is  seldom  a  change  of  teachers  in  the  same  sch  ol,  with- 
out at  least  a  temporary  rupture  in  it-  proceedings.  The  differ- 
ence of  manner  and  method,  in  teachers  of  equal  capacity, 
frequently  unsettles  the  old  habits  of  order,  and  i-  often  a  strong 
temptation  to  throw  off  accustomed  restraint.     Effects  of  this 
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nature  have  been  visible  here,  and  the  former  standing  of  the 
sehool  has  not  been,  as  yet,  regained. 

The  third  department  of  this  school,  though  lower  in  grade  of 
study,  is  one  of  importance  and  responsibility.  The  habits  and 
inclinations,  which  arc  formed  or  checked  at  this  stn  x  of 
progress,  determine,  in  a  greal  degree,  future  scholarship.  The 
innumerable  errors  and  im 
less  early  training,  if  suffc 
rection,  become  so  deep  r 
for  their  removal.  This  sc 
taught  by  Miss  Fanny  M. 
its  interests  with  untiring 
various  duties  pertaining 
achieved  a  degree  of  succc 

The  Intermediate  schoi 
school-house   situated   upon   Mt.  Auburn  street.      It 
eighty  scholars,  and  is  organized  with  a  teacher  and 
ant;  this  arrangement,  though  at  present  necessary, 
opinion  of  your  Committee,  always  object 
in    teaching,  as  here  employed,  is  attei 
which  is  not  more  than  counterbalanced  1 
permanent    division  of   the  school,  with 
management,  would  be  productive  of  better  results. 

This  school,  in  the  order  of  gradation,  is  one  degree  in 
advance  of  the  primary  schools  of  the  same  district,  and  pos- 
sesses the  peculiar  condition  and  consequence  of  the  school  last 
referred  to,  as  regards  the  formation  of  habit,  and  the  ground- 
work o['  future  development.  S}  stcmatic  and  thorough  drilling, 
in  all  the  minutiae  of  this  department,  is  the  only  basis  of  full 
success  in  the  higher  schools  which  follow.  The  government  of 
this  sehool  is  well  established,  and  the  degree  of  order  and  quiet 
generally  found  is  highly  creditable,  especially  in  a  school  of 
this  character.  The  recitations  have  not  been  so  uniformly 
good  as  those  of  some  other  departments. 

In  the  same  house  are  primary  schools  Nos.  1  and  2.  The 
former  contains  fifty-eight  scholars,  and  was  taught  during  the 
summer  term,  with  commendable  success,  by  Miss  11.  U.  Tower, 
and  the  winter  term  by  Miss  Emily  Goodhue,  a  graduate  of  the 
High  school,  who  is  entitled  to  that  appellation  if  it  has  not 
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been  formally  conferred  by  degree.  This  i-  her  first  effort  in 
teaching;  and  if  her  achievments  as  a  teacher  are  as  successful 
as  were  hers  as  a  scholar,  the  Committee  may  congratulate 
themselves  upon  her  appointment. 

Primary  school  No.  '2.  contains  seventy-two  scholars,  and  was 

taught  by  Miss  Pratt  during  the  summer  term,  and  ai 

present  is  in  the  charge  of  Miss  Caroline  Melvin.  Under  her 
care  there  has  been  decided  improvement:  that  active  restless- 
ness, so  common  in  schools  of  this  class,  has  given  place  to  a 
quiet,  cheerful  manner,  which  seems  to  indicate  Ihc  absence  of 
restraint,  and  that  their  attendance  is  a  matter  of  choice  rather 
than  of  necessity. 

The  East  Grammar  school  contains  forty- 
has  been  taught  nearly  three  years  by  Mr.  CI 
In  expressing  full  confidence  in  his  general 
qualifications,  your  Committee  do  but  roitci 
their  predecessors,  during  his  connection  wi 
avow  the  convictions,  which  their  own  cxpi 
grcss  and  condition  of  the  school  justifies, 
been  thorough  and  effective,  and  the -general 
"Recently  there  has  been  a  formal  complaint 
ishmenl,  in  one  instance,  which  your  Comn 
gated;  upon  the  various  merits  and  bearings 
were  divided  in  opinion,  without,  however, 
confidence  in  his  character  and  ability  as  a  ti 
tion  of  corporal  punishment  in  any  case,  if  si 
to  what  extent,  are  questions  having  nam 
policy  and  propriety,  and  upon  which  the  vi 
nity,  as  well  as  the  Committee,  are  variou 
These  considerations,  however,  see-in  to  be  i 
obedience  to  proper  authority  in  school  mm 
that  the  power  to  secure  it  musl  be  vested  i 
whom  it  is  due.  And  that  method  of  discip 
good  government  with  the  least  rigorous 
least  obnoxious;  while  that  which  is  the  rosi 
influences,  excites  no  animosity,  ^w\  is  ul 
salutary  and  permanent  effects.  The  adjust 
variances  between  the  parent  and  the  teacher 
with  difficulty,  and  often  fails  of  producing  i 
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Much  toleration  and  forbearance  should  be  exercised,  and  a 
hearty  cooperation  in  all  propci  men  are  to  secure  the  irenera] 
good,  desired  by  all. 

The  Ea-l  Primary  school   contains  fifty-two  scholai   .      Ll    is 

term  it  is  crowded,  and  in  the  winter  il  is  thin  ;  the  di  i c 

from  school,  of  nioM  of  the  scholars,  being  considerable,  the 
attendance  is  much  affected  by  scverih  of  weather.  The 
of  the  teacher,  in  a  large  school  ,,,  this  elass,  with  many  0f  the 
scholars  but  just  emerging  from  infancy,  are  uianifol 
embarrassing.  The  many  expedients  required,  to  secure  proper 
attention,  to  cultivate  the  memory,  to  promote  order  and  ijiiiet, 
by  means  of  occupying  the  attention,  to  interesl  a;  well  as 
instruct,  will  severely  tax  the  ingenuity  of  long  tried  expe- 
rience. Miss  Sarah' A.  Jarvis  has  been  connected  with  this 
school  nearly  two  years.  Her  prompt  and  vigorous,  yet  cheer- 
ful and  affectionate  manner,  combined  with  good  judgment  and 
scholarship,  has  produced  corresponding  results  in  the  school. 
The  West  Grammar  school  contains  forty-five  scholars.  The 
course-  of  this  school,  for  several  years,  has  been  attended  with 
many  unfortunate  peculiarities,  retarding  its  progress  and  frus- 
trating its  designs.  There  has  been  a  degree  of  resistance  to 
ordinary  school  influence,  much  greater  than  is  usually  found 
in  other  schools:  and  the  usual  evil  habits  of  the  school,  heie 
seem  to  bo  deep-rooted   and   more  diilieulf  of  .aire.     There   is 

destruction  of  the  old  school-house  before  the  completion  of  the 

glass  of  an  entire  window  was  found  broken:  Ilia  perpetrator 
has  not  been  discovered.     It  is  hoped  thai    the  opening  of  the 

new  school-house  will  also  open  a  new  era  of: 1  conduct,  and 

diligent   application,    that  will    re, lee,    this    scl I'l'i-oni    the 

reproach  it  has  heretofore  suffered.     It  was   taught   durin 
most  of  the  first  term  of  the  present  school  year,  and  the  u  hole 

of   the  year  preceding,  by  Mr.  David  Packard,  with  a  degn f 

success  equalling  that  attained  by  any  other  school  in  town. 
lie  relinquished  il,  in  June  last,  on  account  of  the  failure  of  his 
health,  and  his  speedy  and  sudden  death  deprived  the  school  of 
an  efficient  and  valuable  [■  aeher.     The   i  hool  va    ki  pi  in  opei  i- 
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lion  through  the  remainder  of  the  term  by  ;i  member 
present  Committee.  The  fall  and  winter  terms  have  b  >n  in 
charge  of  .Mr.  Arthur  Train.  The  school  has  suflered  some 
n  lapse  since  the  change  of  teachers  occurred,  which  i-  often  the 
result  of  difference  of  system  and  manner,  and  which  lime  and 
experience,  with  skillful  hands,  rectifies.  Ii  is  believed  thai  the 
ability  and  intentions  of  the  present  teacher,  if  propcrh  applied 
and  seconded,  are  sufficient  to  produce  beneficial  results. 

The  West  Primary  school  contains  sixty  scholars.  The 
attendance  is  very  irregular,  and  the  general  appearance  <  !'  the 
school  is  strongly  modified  by  this  cause:  its  condition,  being 
represented  by  those  who  have  only  nominally  shared  in  its 
influences,  is  consequently  depreciated.  The  duties  of  the 
teacher  of  the  primary  school  are  too  often  those  pertaining  to 
the  nursery.  The  time  which  should  be  occupied  in  rudimental 
instruction,  is  necessarily  devoted  to  the  comfort  and  quiet  of 
fatigued  infancy,  without  the  aid  of  those  conveniences  which 
human  invention  has  furnished  to  facilitate  thai  end.  Confine- 
ment in  the  schoolroom,  under  the  besl  circumstance  . 
or  six  hours  of  the  day,  simply  to  learn  the  alphabet,  is  barbar- 
ous, both  as  regards  the  physical  injury  of  the  child  and  the 
misapplication  of  the  time  and  patience  of  the  teacher.  If 
infancy  is  to  be  recognized  in  the  system  of   public  instruction, 

modern  improvements,  the  better. 

Miss  Malvina  Richards  has  been  engaged  in  this  school  during 
several  years  with  good  sneer-.  In  the  discharge  of  the  mani- 
fold duties  of  her  vocation,  she  has  applied  her  various  abilities 
with  diligence  and  patience  to  the  interests  committed  to  her 
charge. 

Vour  Committee  have  not  felt  authorized  (o  establish  addi- 
tional schools,  simply  on  account  of  the  disi  nice  IV ■•incon- 
venience of  attending  Hi already  provided,  and  of  sul 

accommodation.     Ln  accordance  with  your  instructions,  ;    chool 
has  been  organized  in  a  building  belonging  to  the  Waverly  Com- 
pany, under  the  care  of  Miss  Abby  F.  Hamlin.     It  contains  sev- 
enteen   scholars,  •  iverul  of  whom   pi    vion  '.    I  el  nigefl    I      tl 
East  sch  10I.     The  activity   and  excitement  'peculiar    to    1  ir 
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personal  culture   is  gained.     The  ability  ami  qualifications  of 
the  teacher  are  equal  to  the  successful  discharge  of  liei    v; 
duties. 

The  large  number  of  children  usually  seen  loitcrii 
the  streets,  indicates  the  existence  of  n  greal  deal  of  truancy. 
It  would  seem  desirable  and  proper  thai  no  considerable  portion 
of  the  amply  furnished  means  of  public  instruction  should  he 
lost.  If  the  obligation  to  use  these  means  is  neither  felt  nor 
practiced,  there  should  he  some  method  of  enforcement.  The 
duties  pertaining  to  this  matter  are  reciprocal ;  if  public  interest 
demands  the  provision,  its  use  alone  secures  the  benefit.  If 
parents  are  indifferent  to  the  education  of  their  children,  soc'n  tj 

of  the  schools  there  has  been  improvement  in  the  avi  ra  c 
attendance,  the  absences  not  being  more  than  might  be  sup- 
posed attributable  to  proper  causes;  which  lias  a  tendency  to 
prove  that  the  truancy  referred  to  is  more  habitual  limn  is 
usually  believed,  even  to  the  extent  of  a  total  nedect  of  attend- 
ing school. 

The  condition  of  the  schools  in  the  centre  and  west  districts 
may  be  materially  benefitted  by  the  transfer  of  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  scholars  from  the  former  to  organize  three  schools  in  the 
latter  district,  upon  the  completion  of  the'  new  school-house. 

The  organization  of  the  schools  in  three  grades,  viz.,  (lie 
Primary,  the  Intermediate,  and  the  Grammar  departments,  has 

two  grades.  There  is  less  diver,in  of  studies,  and  opportunity 
for  greater  economy  and  concentration  ol  effort  in  teachi  i  . 
The  adoption  of  this  system,  in  the  wesl   district,  requires  an 

increase  of  scholars.     To  this  end  your  Committee   rec mend 

the  alteration  of  the  boundary  line  of  scho  >1  attendance,  between 
the  Centre  and  West  schools,  as  follows:  viz.  Iliat  all  chil- 
dren living  between  Main  street  and  the  river,  wesl  of  .Cross 
street,  also  all  children  living  on  the  Island,  be  required  to 
attend  the  Wesl  school:  and  all  children  living  on  the  north 
side  of  .Main  street,  west  of  Church  streel  and  south  of  the 
Fitchburg  railroad,  likewise  be  required  to  attend  the  West 
school.  Those  attending  the  High  school  of  course  being  exc  .  • 
tions. 


The  following  is  a 
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'The  average  attendanee  of  the  winter  term  is  estimated. 


The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  the  town,  between  the  at 
of  five  and  fifteen,  as  ascertained  by  the  assessors  of  taxes, 
live  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


JOSHUA  COOL1DGE,  JR. 
JOSEPH  CRAFTS, 
DAVID  T.  HI  CKINS, 
NATn'L  WHITING. 
JAMES  SHARP. 
WM.  L.  BROWN, 
S.  11.  DENNEN, 


Watektown,  Feb.  10th,  1857. 


SENATE....No.  I'M). 


CommouftraM!)  or  £8<i&0ac$tt8£tt£. 


I\  Sen  \tk,   April   27,    IS;"3. 

The  Committee  on  Mercantile  Affairs  and    Insurance,  to 

was  referred  the  Senate  bill  authorizing  the  Hancock  Free 
Bridge  Corporation,  to  make  solid  a  portion  of  the  West  Bos- 
ton  Bridge,  with  the  amendment,  ;  <  titions.  and  remonstrance 
relating  thereto,  having  heard  all  parties  \vh  ,  | 
desired  to  be  heard  thereon,  and  having  duly  consi  lered  the 
matter. 

R E POE T : 

The  bill  originally  re]  ortcd  by  the  Joint  Standing  ( lommittec 
on  Roads  and  Bridges,  authorizes  the  Hancock  Free  I! 
poration  to   fill  up  and  make  solid   about  SGo  feet  of  the  West 
Boston  Bridge,  on   the  Cambridge  side    of  Charles  River :   the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Faulkn   i  re  ,  tires     i    I  co  ;,.    , 

to  keep  in  repair  the  turnpike   ami  bridges  over  Charles  lliver, 

which  have  heretofore  I n  kepi  in  repair  by  tie'  West  Boston 

Bridge  <  !orporation. 

The  inquiry  before  the  committee,  was,  ought  the  hill  to 
pass  with  or  without  the  amendment  r 

The  material  facts  in  the  case  arc  as  follows,  viz.  :  The  pro- 
prietors of  the  West  Boston  Bridge  were  incorporated  March 
9th,  1792,  with  power  to  build  a  bridge  from  the  westerly  part 
of  Boston  in    Pelham's    Island  m   Cai  ihi  .1  u  .    eel   to  make   a 
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good  road  from  said  island  in  the  most  direct  line  to  the  nearest 
part  of  the  Cambridge  road  :  and  to  take  toll  thereon  for  forty 
years  from  the  day  o(  first  opening  the  bridge  for  passengei  , 
for  the  purpose  ol'  reimbursing  said  proprietors  for  the  money 
expended,  and  to  be  expended,  in  building  and  supporting  said 
bridge,  after  which  term  the  bridge  was  to  be  surrendered  in 
good  repair  to  the  Commonwealth  :  by  an  act  passed  June  30, 
1792,  the  right  to  continue  a  corporation,  and  to  take  toll,  was 

he  completed  and  opened  lor  passengers;  by  an  act  passi  1 
March  28,  1793,  said  corporation  was  empowered  to  purchase 
and  hold  to  their  use,  and  to  the  use  of  their  successors  and 
assigns,  any  lands  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  their  incorpo- 
ration; also  to  open,  cut,  construct,  and  maintain,  necessary 
ditches,  canais  and  drains,  over,  through  and  across  the  marsh 
or  upland  on  each  side  of  the  way  or  road  which  they  were 
required  to  make  by  their  charter;  also  to  take  and  use  any 
laud  of  other  persons  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  thirty 
feet  in  width,  for  the  use  of  the  said  road  or  way. 

By  an  act  passed  February  27th,  LS07,  the  Canal  bridge  over 
Charles  River  was  incorporated,  and  the  proprietors  <•(  the 
West  Boston  Bridge  were  authorized  to  continue  to  be  a 
corporation  and  take  toll  for  the  term  of  seventy  years  from 
the  time  when  the  said  Canal  Bridge  should  be  completed; 
after  which  time  it  was  provided  that  the  West  Boston  Bridge 
should  revert  to  and  become  the  property  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Under  the  foregoing  acts  the  West  Boston  Bridge 
causeway  and  road,  were  completed  from  Boston  to  the  Cam- 
bridge road,  near  the  present  Universalis!  Church,  and  have 
ever  since  remained  a  toll  avenue  to  Boston.  'The  length  of 
the  bridge  across  Charles  River  is  about  3,000  feet  ;  lie-  length 
oi  the  causeway  over  the  Cambridge  marshes  and  I'elham's 
Island,  from  the  westerly  abutment  of  the  bridge  to  the  Cam- 
bridge road  named  in  the  original  charter,  now  called  Main 
Street,  is  about  5,015  feet. 

By  an  act  passed  June  12th,  1S2],  the  proprietors  of  the 
West  Boston  Bridge  were  authorized  to  make  and  establish  a 
turnpike  road  from  a  point  in  the  old  road  in  Cambridge,  near 
the    store    of   Edmund  'J'.    Hastings,  in    a    prescribed    course 
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through  a  part  of  Cambridge,  Brighton  ami  Walertown    ci 
ing  Charles  River  by   abridge  twice   to  the  square  in  Water- 
town,  with  all  the  powers  and   privileges  and  subject  to  all  the 
requisitions  and  penalties  established   by  the  act   entitled    "an 
act  defining  tbc  general    powers  and  duties  of  turnpike   cor]    - 
rations,"  (act  of  March  10,  IS05,)and    the  several   acts 
dition  thereto,  with  power  to  erect  a  ti  11-gate  upon  any  ;  art  of 
said  road  for  collecting  tolls;    provided   that  neither  the 
of  Watertowu,  Canibriilge  or  Brighton  shall  ever  be  compell  id 
to  support  any  part  of  said  road  or  bridges,  without  their  own 
consent.     Under  the  last  named  act,  the  proprietors  of  the  \\  est 
Boston  Bridge  constructed   the  turnpike  and  bridges  referred  to 
in  Mr.  Faulkner's  amendment.     The  turnpike  i  omtnences  at  a 

about  2,047  feet  westerly  of  the  point   where  tbc  causc\ 
the  West  Boston  Bridge  unites  with  said   old   road,  and  inns  in 
Cambridge  about  3,u(')<)  feel,  and  in   Brighton   about   S,310,      i 
which  3,91S  feet  was  formerly  a  county  road)  and   in    W     i   - 
town  about  9,802  feet,  making  the  whole  length  of  turnpike 
about  four  miles  and  one-tenth.     The  proprietors  of  tin 
Host. m  Bridge  never  took  any  toll   on  said    turnpike  but  main- 
tained it   in  good  repair   to   bring    travel  to    their   West  Bi    ion 
Bridge,  until  they  sold  said  bridge  to  the  Hancock  Free  13     I 
Corporation  as  hereinafter  stated.     The  penalty  for  m  : 
to  keep  a  turnpike  in  repair   under  the   turnpike  acts   was  the 
liability  to  have   the   gates  set   open   and  be  deprived  of  loll. 
The  legislature  might  then,  as  it  may  now,  dissolve  any  turn- 
pike corporation  after  the  lapse  of  twenty  years  from  tin    d  ite 
ol'  its  charter. 

By  the  Revised  Statutes,  c.  39,  $  11,  21,  40,  <!C,  the  legisla- 
ture may  dissolve  any  turnpike  corporation  established  incc 
March  L6,  ISOo,  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  twenty 
years  after  the  date  of  its  charter:  and  whenever  a  turnpike 
road  shall  be  established  as  a  highway,  the  rights  and  duties  of 
the  turnpike  corporation  shall  cease;  and  if  the  turnpike  be  out 
of  repair,  the  gates  may  be  sel  open  :  and  whenever  any  person 
liable  to  the  payment  of  toll,  shall  sustain  any  injury  bj  n  u  m 
of  the   turnpike  being   oul   of  repair,  the   corporation 
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said  road  shall  be  answerable  for  such  injurj .  and  al  o  be  liable 
to  indictment  tor  such  want  of  repair  of  their  road. 

By  act  of  1845,  c.  209,  turnpikes  may  now  be  laid  out  as 
common  highways,  without  the  consent  of  the  towns  within 
whose  limits  such  turnpike  mads  may  be. 

By  act  of  1S46,  c.  146,  the  Han.,,:],  Free  Bridge  C 
tion  was  established,  with  power  to  construe!  n  bridge  across 
Charles  River  from  a  point  at  or  near  the  north-westerly  end  of 
Allen  Street  in  Boston  to  seme  convenient  point  on  the  opposite 
shore,  between  the  West  Boston  Bridge  and  Cai  il  Brid  I 
gether  with  a  suitable  road  or  way  to  conn  i  lid  1  ridge  v.  ith 
Allen  Street  in  Boston,  and  with  the  Main  Street  or  road  in 
Cambridge,  with  the  right  to  receive  the  same  rates  of  toll 
thereon  as  are  allowed  by  law  to  be  rcci  ived  by  the  proprietors 
of  tin:  West  Boston  Bridge,  with  a  provision  thai  whenever  the 
tolls  should  have  paid  all  expenses,  and  six  pel  cent,  inti  re;  t 
thereon,  and  raised  a  fund  of  sliin.iHU,  for  future  repairs,  the 
bridge  with  the  fund  should  revert  to,  and  be  vested  in  the 
Commonwealth,  to  be  maintained  as  a  free  bridge  fori  ver  afti  r. 
The  7th,  8th,  and  Uth  sections  of  the  said  act  estal  lish 
Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation,  are  as  follows:— 

Sect.  7.  Said  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation  shall  have 
the  right  to  purchase  and  hold  the  West  Boston  Bridge  and  the 
franchise  thereof;  and  if  the  West  Boston  Bridge  Corpi 
shall,  at  a  legal  meeting,  vote  to  sell  their  bridge  and  the  fran- 
chise thereof,  to  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation,  al  such 
price  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  two  ci  rporations,  or  for 
such  sum  as  three  disinterested  persons  or  a  m  y'ority  of  them  ; 
one  to  he  selected  by  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corp  ti  ti, 
one  by  the  West  Boston  Bridge  Corporation,  and  the  third  to 
be  selected  by  the  two  thus  chosen,  shall  apprai  e  the  same  to 
be  worth  ;  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation  shall 
thereto,  and  shall  be  hound  to  purchase  the  said  bridge  al  the 
appraisal  so  made;  provided  the  said  West  Boston  Bridge  Cor- 
poration shall  transfer  their  bridge  and  the  franchise  thereof,  to 
the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  o(  July  next.  And  the  said  West  B<  ton  Bridge  Corpo- 
ration is  hereby  authorized  to  make  the  aforesaid  transfer  of 
their  bridec  and  the  franchise  thereof. 
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Sect.  S.  The  Hancock  Free  Bridge  C  irporalioii  sliall  also 
be  bound  to  purchase  the  Canal  Bridge,  providi  [tin  I  i  d 
Bridge  Corporation  sliall  agree  to  sell  their  bridge  and  the 
franchise  thereof,  to   the    Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation,  at 

such  price  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  two  corporal .  or 

for  such  sum  as  three  disinterested   persons,  to  be  sclecti   !    in 
the  same  manner  as  is  heretofore   provided    for  the  sel  etiou  of 
the  appraisers  of  the  West  Boston  Bridge,  shall  apj 
to  be  worth,  and  shall  make  a  legal  trausli  .  of  the  same  to  the 
Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation,  on  or  before  the  first  .lay  of 
July   next.      And   the   Canal    Bridge    Corporation    are    lie  eby 
authorized  to  make  the  aforesaid  transfer  of  their  brid 
the  franchise  thereof.      If  the  said  West  Boston  Bridge  Corpo- 
ration, and   the  said  Canal  Bridge  Corporation,  shall   ca 
and    transfer    their    respective   bridges    to    the    Hancock    Free 
Bridge  Corporation,   as   herein    provided;  or  if  the   sai  1    Han- 
cock  Free    Bridge   Corporation    shall    refuse    to    purchase    the 
same  in  conformity  to  the   foregoing   provisions,  then    the   au- 
thority conferred  on  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  l  lorporati  >n,  by 
the  second  section  of  this  act,  to  build  a  bridge,  shall  be  void. 

Sect.  '.).     From  and  after  the  compl.  lion  of  the   transfer  of 
either  or  both  of  said  bridges,  the   said    Hancock    Free    Bridge 
Corporation  shall  have  the  right  to  collect  and  rcci  ivc  the  same 
rates  of  toll  that  are   now  received   by  said  corporation  or  cor- 
porations respectively;   provided,   thai    whenever   the   i 
received  on  said  bridge  or  bridges,  shall  be  suificient   to 
burse  the  proprietors  for  the  cos  I  of  said  bridge  or  bridges,  with 
six  per  cent,  interest  annually,  and  for  all   the  expenses  for  the 
repairs  upon  the  same,  and  all  currenl   an  1   incidental  i 
of  the  superintendence  and  management  of  the  same,  leaving  a 
fund  of  one   hundred   thousand   dollars  for    the    future    mainte- 
nance ot   the  West  Boston  Bridge,  or  a  fund  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  for  the  support  of  tin    l  laual  Bridge,  in  ca       but 
said  bridges  shall  be  purchased,  or  the  sum  of  one  lumdn  d  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  should  both  of  said    bridges   be   so    pur- 
chased, the  tolls  on   said   bridge  or  bridges  shall  cease,  and  the 
bridge  or  bridges  so  purchased    logethei  with   said    fund,  shall 
revert   to  and   become    the    property   of    the   Commonwealth, 
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the  said  bridge  or  1  ridges  to  be  maintained  from  said  fund  free 
of  tolls,  I'.uevcr  after. 

Appraisers  were  selected  under  said  seventh  section,  who 
made  the  following  award  of  the  value  of  the  Wi  i  Bo  ton 
Bridge  and  the  franchise  thereof: — 

"AWARD. 

The  subscribers,  chosen  as  referees  to  appraise  the  - 
the  West  Boston  Bridge  and  the  franchise  thereof,  agree- 
ably to  the  terms  of  the  seventh  section  of  an  act  to  establish 
the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation,  passed  the  twenty-sixth 
day  of  .March,  1S46,  having  met  and  heard  the  several  parties 
in  interest,  do  determine  and  award  that  the  value  of  the  West 
Boston  Bridge  and  franchise  is  seventy-live  thousand  dollars. 

(Signed)  Charles   Paine,    Chairman. 

John  Claui  . 
Geohgk   B.    Crrov 

Boston,  June  ll>.  1S-1C." 

And  afterwards,  on  the  first  day  of  July.  1810,  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  West  Boston  Bridge  made  and  delivered  a  deed  to 
the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation,  on  the  n  ceipt  of  which 
said  corporation  made  a  protest  ;  of  which  deed  and  protest  the 

following  is  a  copy  : — 

[COPY.] 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  \vh  ireas.  in  and  by  an 
act  passed  by  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  day  of  March,  A.  1).  eighteen  hundrc  I  and  fortj 
titled  an  act  to  establish  the  Ha. .rock  Free  Bridge  Corpoi  ition, 
it  is  provided  as  follows,  to  wit  :— »  Said  Han  I.  Fi  ■■■  R  i  I 
Corporation  shall  have-  the  right  to  pnrcha  and  hold  the  West 
Boston  Bridge  and  the  franchise  thereof,  and  if  the  West  Bos- 
ton Bridge  Corporation  shall,  at  a  legal  meeting,  vote  to  sill 
their  bridge,  and  the  franchise  thereof  to  the  Hancock  Frci 
Bridge  Corporation,  ;.t   such  price   as   may    bi   a  a  <     I  U] 


1S53.]  SEN  ATM— No.    130.  7 

the  two  corporations,  or  for  such  sum  as  three  disititovcsti  J  |  er- 
sons,  or  a  majority  of  thcrn,  one  to  he  selected  by  1 1 1 1 ■  Hancock 
Free  Bridge  Corporation,  one  by  the  Wcsi  Boston  Brid 
poration,  and  the  thud  to  be  selected  by  llie  two  thus  chosen, 
shall  appraise  the  same  to  be  worth,  the  Hancock  L,,rce  Bi 
Corporation  shall  assent  thereto,  and  :  hall  be  bound  to  purchase 
the  said  bridge  at  the  appraisal  so  mack-:  provided,  the  said 
West  Boston  Bridge  Corporation  shall  transfer  thru-  bridge 
and  the  franchise  thereof  to  the  Hancock  Eroo  Bridge  C 
ration  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July  next.  And  ihe  said 
West  Boston  Bridge  Corporation  is  her.d)y  authorized  to  make 
the  aforesaid  transfer  of  their  bridge  and  the  franchise  tli 
And  whereas,  the  said  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation  at 
a  legal  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  I'.ud  holden  on  the  sev- 
enteenth day  of  April,  A.  I).  13-10,  voted  toaccept  the  aforesaid 
act:  and  whereas,  the  proprietors  of  the  West  Boston  Bridge, 
at  their  annual  meeting,  continued  by  adjournment  to  the 
twenty-first  day  of  May,  now  last  past,  passed  the  following 
vote,  to  wit  :— ••  That  this  corporation  do  hereby  consent  to  sell 
their  bridge  and  the  franchist  thereof,  upon  tin  terms  and  con- 
dilionsof  the  act  incorporating  the  Huncock  Fra  Bridge  t  'or- 
poration  ;"  and  whereas,  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation 
in  further  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  said  act,  eh  c 
George  15.  Upton,  Esquire,  as  the  referee  upon  the 
and  John  Clark,  Esquire,  was  duly  appointed  the  referee  on  the 
part  of  the  proprietors  of  the  West  Boston  Bridge,  and  Charles 
Paine,  Esquire,  was  duly  selected  and  appointed  the  third 
referee  under  and  by  virtue  of  said  act.  And  whereas,  the 
said  referees,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  them 
upon  the  sixteenth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-six,  made  their  award  as  follows,  to  wit: — "  The  sub- 
scribers, chosen  as  referees  to  appraise  the  value  of  the  West 
Boston  Bridge,  and  the  franchise  thereof,  agreeably  to  the  term, 

of  the  seventh  section  of  an  act  to  establish  the  Ham k  Free 

Bridge  Corporation,  passed  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  having  met  and  heard  the 
several  parties  ill  interest,  do  determine  and  award  that  the 
value  of  the  West  Boston  Bridge  and  franchise  thereof  is  sev- 
enty-five thoi  sand  dollars."     And  whereas,  at  the  sari  meeting 
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of  the  said  proprietors,  continued  by  adjournment  to  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  June  aforesaid,  u  was  voted  that  the  proprietors 
of  the  West  Boston  Bridge  do  accept  the  said  award.  Now, 
therefore,  know  all  men,  that  the  proprietors  oi  the  \\'<  st  !'.  i  - 
ton  Bridge,  by  virtue  o(  the  authority  conferred  on  them  by 
the  said  act,  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars  to  them  paid  hy  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge 
Corporation,  the  receipt   whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  do 

unto  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation,  their  succesor:  and 
assigns,  the  bridge  and  franchise  of  tin  in.  the  said  proprietors 
o(  the  West  Boston  Bridge.  It  being  well  understood  that  in 
said  franchise  are  included  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  which 
the  proprietors  oi  the  said  West  Boston  Bridge  have  in  and  to 
the  causeway  from  the  westerly  abutment  of  said  bridae,  and 
in  and  to  the  read  from  Cambridge  to  Watertown,  as  authorized 
by  the  act  oi  the  legislature  to  said  proprii  tors,  approved  June 
the  twelfth,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four.  To  have 
and  to  hold  the  same  unto  the  said  Hancock  Five  Bridge  Corpo- 
ration, their  successors  and  assigns,  according  to  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  the  act  first  aforesaid.  In  testimony  whereof  the 
proprietors  of  the  West  Boston  Bridge  have  hereunto  caused 
their  corporate  seal  to  be  affixed,  and  this  instrument  to  be 
signed  by  Samuel  A.  Hlliot,  William  Appleton,  and  Joseph 
Mackay,  Esquires,  thereunto  duly  authorized  this  first  day  of 
July,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Sami  el  A.    Eliot. 

Wm.     APPLETON.  [L.S.] 

Joseph    Mackay. 
Executed    and    delivered    in    presence    of   us.      The    word 
"first"  interlined   m  the  sixth   line  from  the  end,  before  exe- 
cution. llKNUl    A.    NOBIUS. 

linwAUD  Yol-no. 

COMMONWEALTH   OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Suffolk,  ss. 

Boston,  July  is!.  1S46. 
Then  personally  appeared  the  above-named  Samuel  A.  Eliot, 
William  Appleton,  and  Joseph  .Mackay.  and  severally  acknowl- 
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edged   the   foregoing   instrument,  by  them  signed,  to   be  th   ir 
free  net  and  deed,  and   of  the   proprietors  of  the  \Vi  -t  13 
Bridge. 

Before  me, 

Ciias.   Stark  Newell, 
Justice  of  the  Pea  -e. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  ))roprietors  of  tlic  West  Boston  Bridge, 
holden  m\  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  IS1G,  it  was 
voted  that  Messrs.  Applcton,  Eliot,  and  Mackay  be  a  committee 
to  execute,  deliver  and  acknowledge,  i  n  behalf  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  West  Boston  Bridge,  the  transfer  of  their  bridge, 
and  the  franchise  thereof,  to  tie:  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corpo- 
ration, upon  the  terms  ami  conditions  of  the  act  incor] 
the  hitter  corporation. 

A  true  copy  hum  the  Records. 

Iveiis  .1.  Austin,  Proprietors'  Clerk. 

Cambridge,  July  5,  1S51.     Received  and  recorded  the  above 
Vote  and  Deed  with  .Middlesex  Deeds,  book  590,  pages  i>7(>,  571. 
Pr.     Caleb  Hayden,  R,  s. 


Boston,  June  1  I,  1S52.     Rec< 
Deeds,  lib.  633,  fol.  U?>. 


I'r.      IIk.nuy  Ai 


with  Suffolk 


R 


Extract  from  the  records  of  the  Hancock  Free  Bri  Igc  (  lor]  o- 
ration  : — 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors,  held  pursuant  to  adjournment, 
at  the  office  oi  the  president,  July  1st,  1S-16,  at,  I  1  A.  .'.!..  a 
deed  of  the  West  Boston  Bridge,  and  the  franchise  then  if,  to 
the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation  was  tendered  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Mackay,  agent  of  the  proprietors  of  the  West  B  t. 
Bridge.  It  was  then  voted— That  the  Hancock  IV  ■■■  Bridge 
Corporation  objects  to  and  protests  again  I  the  clause  in  the 
deed  offered  by  the  proprietors  o\'  the  West  Boston  13 
which  expresses  the  understanding  as  follows,  viz.  :  "  It  beiii" 
well  understood  that  in  said  franchis  i  ore  included  all  the 
right,  title  and  interest  which  the  proprietors  of  the  West  Bos- 
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ton  Bridge  have  in  and  to  the  road  from  Cambridge  to  Water- 
town,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  legislature  to  said  pro- 
prietors, approved  June  12th,  1S24."  This  vote  was  then  read 
as  the  vote  of  the  directors  of  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Cor- 
poration, to  Mr.  Mackay,  and  the  president  stated  to  liim  that 
the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation  received  tie;  deed  under 
the  protest  contained  in  the  vote.  The  transaction  was  wit- 
nessed by  Mr.  J.  Williams,  cashier  of  the  City  Hank,  and   the 

directors  present,  and  Mr. ,  who  accompanied  .Mr.  .Mackay. 

Adjourned. 

Attest. 

R.  II.  Dana,  Jr.,  Clerk. 
A  true  copy  of  the  corporation  records. 

L.   M.   Sticvkns,  Clerk. 

By  act  of  ISIS,  eh.  120,  the  powers  of  the  Hancock  Free 
Bridge  corporation  were  enlarged  as  follows  :— 

"  Be  it  enacted,  $-c.  The  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation 
are  hereby  authorized  to  repair  the  avenues  to  the  West  I'.  »ston 
Bridge  and  Canal  Bridge,  and  the  bridges  thereon,  that  have 
heretofore  been  maintained  by  the  respective  corporations  to 
which  said  bridges  heretofore  belonged,  as  tar  a  .  lie-  < I u  .  . ■  1 1 n .-. 
of  said  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation  shall  deem  such 
repairs  expedient  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  travel  over 
said  West  Boston  Bridge  and  said  Canal  Bridge  :  and  any  ex- 
penses heretofore  incurred  by  said  corporation,  in  such  repairs, 
for  such  purpose,  are  hereby  sanctioned  and  allowed  :  provided, 
that  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  increase  or  diminish,  or 
in  any  way  all'ect,  the  legal  liability  of  said  Hancock  Free 
Bridge  Corporation  to  repair  and  maintain  sucli.avcnuea  and 
bridges  thereon." 

And  said  corporation  had  before  kept,  and  did  for  some  time 
after  the  passage  of  said  act  keep,  said  avenues  and  bridges  in 
repair. 

By  act  of  1850,  ch.  257,  the  tolls  were  modified  on  the  West 
Boston  and  Canal  Bridges,  by  the  consent  of  the  Hancock  Free 
Bridge  Corporation. 

By  act  of  1S51,  ch.  3'.),  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Cor]  i  ra- 
tion was  authorized  to  continue,  subject  to  its  obligation  to  the 
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Commonwealth,  to  carry  out  its  objects,  until  said  obji  ci 
be  accomplished. 

The  statement  of  the  exp  uis<  s  i  f  ki  c\  ing  in  re] 
Boston   Bridge  from  July  1,  IS  10,  to   January  1m.  1S33 

follows : — 

"  This   will   certify  that    the    1 ks   of   the    IFanci  cl      " 

Bridge  Corporation  shew  that  the  sum  of  ./«/■/»/-, 
eight  hundred  sir  and  ,',/,,  dollars    §4S.S06    13)  lias  been  -  im- 
pended   from  July  1,  LS46,   to  Jan.  I.  lSf>3.  for  the  purpose   of 
keeping    in   repair   the  West    Boston    Bridge,  iucludin: 
fuel  and  other  expenses,  and   including  also  temporary   i 
and  the  hoisting  of  draws  on  the  turnpike  leading    fn  in  I 
bridge   to  Watertown,   but  not  including  the  sum  paid 
of  collectors  of  tolls,  and  the  treasurer  and  cleric. 

(Signed)  L.    M.   Stevens, 

Clerk  $■  Treasurer  of  the  Hancock  Free 
liridgt   Corpoi 

Whole  amount  expended,  sN:Si!ii  43,  O1  years;  Average 
per  annum,  §7,508  04. 

The  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation  purchased,  under  the 
provisions  of  iis  charter  aforesaid,  the  ('and  Bri  Ige,  as  wc  li  as 
the  West    Boston  Bridge,  and  has  kept  them  both  in  re]  i  I 

has  now  a  balance  in  its  treasury  overall  expenditures,  towards 
the  required  fund  of  §130,000  for  future  repairs,  the  sum  of 
§20,000. 

The   turnpike    and    bridges   rcfern   I    to    in   Mr.    Fan! 
amendment,  and  chartered   in    1824,  have    been  iteglected   for 
some  time  past,  and  are  now  out  of  repair  :   the  towns  of  i  !am- 
bridgc,  Brighton   and  Watertown,  are  not  willing  to  have      i   1 

turn | like  closed  up  and  discontii d,as  the  public  convenience 

requires  a  road  there.  The  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation 
has  requested  the  county  commissioners  of  .Middlesex,  I  >  lay 
out  said  turnpike  as  a  common  highway,  which  they  ha\  not 
yet  done,  but  have  the  matter  under  consideration. 

In  the  meantime  the  following  bill  of  indictment  ha:  '  n 
found   against  the  Hancock    Free  Bridge   Corporation,  for   not 
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keeping:  said   turnpike  in  repair,  ami  is   now    pending   in  the 
court  of  common  pleas  for  Middlesex. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Middlesex,  ss. 

At  the  court  of  common  picas,  began  and  Iiolden  at  Cam- 
bridge, within  and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  on  the 
second  Monday  o\  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three. 

The  jurors  for  the  said  Commonwealth,  upon  their  oath, 
present,  that  on  the  first  day  of  July  in  the  year  ol  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two,  there  was.  and  from 
that  time  hitherto  there  hath  been,  and  still  is,  a  certain  high- 
way within  the  towns  of  Cambridge,  Brighton  and  Watertown, 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex  aforesaid,  leading  from  near  the 
Baptist  Meeting-house  in  Cambridgeport,  so  called,  in  said 
Cambridge,  through  said  town  of  Brighton,  to  said  town  of 
Watertown,  to  near  the  shop  of  William  II.  Bustin,  in  said 
town  of  Watertown.  for  all  the  l-o.h1  citizens  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth to  pass  and  repass,  ride  and  labor,  with  their  horses, 
teams,  carls,  and  carriages,  in  and.  along  the  same,  at  their  free 
will  and  pleasure,  and  that  a  certain  part  of  (he  same  highway, 
situate,  lying  and  being  within  the  towns  <>f  Cambridge, 
Brighton  and  Watertown,  aforesaid,  and    containing    in   length 

rods.  oi\  the  said  fust  day  of  July  was,  and  man  thai  time  until 
the  day  of  the  talcing  of  this  inquisition,  hath  been,  and  still  is, 
gullied,  washed,  ruinous,  broken  and  in  great  decay,  for  want 
of  necessary  reparation  and  amendnu  nt  of  the  same,  s"  that 
the  good  citizens  ol  the  said  Commonwealth,  in  and  along  the 
same  highway,  with  their  horses,  teams,  carts  and  carriages 
could  not  during  the  time  aforesaid,  nor  yet  can,  pass  and  n  - 
pass,  ride  and  labor,  without  great  inconvenience  and  danger 
of  their  lives,  and  the  loss  of  their  goods,  to  lie-  great  damage 
and  common  nuisance  of  all  the  good  citizens  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth; and  that  the  Hancock  free  Bridge  Corporation,  a  | 
corporation  established  by  law  in  this  Commonwealth,  during 
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all  the  time  aforesaid,  in  their  corporati   capacity,  the  i 
way,  ought  of  right  to  have  kept  in  repair  and  ai  i 
and  so  often  as  it  should  or  shall  he   neci  ssary,  hut   li 

statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  and  against   tin 
and  dignity  of  said  Commonwealth. 

A  true  bill. 

Eiwin   S ii 

Foreman  of  fit.    Grand  J     y. 

A.  W.  Fahu,  Acting  District    Ulurneij. 

Tine  copy.     Attest  : 

AI.   PllESTON,    C 

It  appealed  by  the  testimony  of  engineers  that  the  solid  fill- 
ing  contemplated    by   the    bill,    into    the   channel    of   Charli 
River,  might  be  made   without   much   detriment   to   the   side 
channels  in  its  vicinity,  or  to  the  mam  channel  of  the   ri\  :r  or 
to  Boston  harbor;  but  upon  this  important  point  the  i  i 
was  not  very  strong  or  satisfactory. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  said  bill  ought  to  pas.-,  without  said  amendment,  or  not  at 
all,  for  the  following  reasons:  - 

J.  Because  the  question  whether  the  said  Hancock  Free 
Bridge  Corporation  owns  said  turnpike  road  and  brid  i  i 
ferred  to  in  the  amendment,  and  is  bound  to  keep  tin  in  in 
repair,  is  a  question  of  law,  now  pending  in  conn  bi  f  i 
judicial  branch  of  the  government,  and  ought  not  to  be  inter- 
fered with  by  the  legislature. 

tion  does  not  own  said  turnpike  and  bridges  ;  and 
were  originally  constructed  without  expense  to  Cambridge, 
Brighton  and  Watertown,  and  are  now  necessary  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  said  towns  and  tlm  public  travel  gi  ncrally, 
said  turnpike  road  and  bridges  ought  to  be  laid  out  a 
mon  highway  and  kept  in  repair  by  the  county  and  towns 
within  whoso  limits  they  are  i  ituati  1. 
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;:.  Because  said  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation 
acting  substantially  for  the  Commonwealth  and  not  Cor  its  own 
private  interest ;  and  there  is  i ood  teas  n  wh)  tlic  Corn- 
wealth  should  assume  and  keep  in  repair  said  turnpike  and 
bridges  after  the  West  Boston  Bridge  shall  have  become  its 
property. 

■1.  Because  the  proviso  in  the  charter  of  said  turnpike,  that 
neither  the  towns  of  Watertown,  Cambridge,  or  Brighton,  shall 
ever  ho  compelled  ever  to  support  any  part  of  sod  road  or 
bridges  without  their  own  consent,  does  not  mean  tli 
road  and  bridges  shall  be  supported  forever  1  y  somebody  else 
lor  their  benefit. 

5.  Because  the  turnpike  with  the  bridges  referred  to  in  Mr. 
Faulkner's  amendment,  was  chartered  thirty  two  years  after 
the  charter  of  the  West  Boston  Bridge,  by  a  distinct  and  inde- 
pendent act,  creating  a  new  and  different  franchise,  having  no 
legal  connection  with  the  franchise  of  the  West  Bo  ton  i 

G.  Because  the  insertion  of  said  turnpike  franchise  in  the 
deed  aforesaid,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  an  after 
thought,  not  contemplated  or  authorized  by  the  aforesaid  acts 
of  the  legislature  and  the  votes  of  the  proprietors  of  the  West 
Boston  Bridge,  and  is  of  doubtful  legal  effect,  requiring  the  ju- 
dicial investigation  and  decision  of  the  courts  where,  it  is  now 
pending,  for  its  just  and  final  settlement. 
By  order  of  the  Committee, 

M1CAJAII   LUNT.   Ch 
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£ommonuxnlth  of  illassachusrtts. 


In  Senate,  April  11.  LSo7. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Roads  and  Bridges,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Petition  of  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Cor- 
poration, asking  thai  the  City  of  Cambridge  may  lie  empow- 
ered to  assume  the  control  and  maintenance  of  the  West 
Boston  and  Canal  Bridges,  having  duly  considered  the  subject, 

REPO  IIT: 

The  West  Boston  Bridge  Corporation  was  established  by  Act 
of  March  0,  1702,  for  the  purpose  of  building  and  maintaining 
atoll  bridge  from  Boston  lo  Cambridge.  By  this  and  subse- 
quent Arts  the  charter  was  extended  so  that  it  would  expire  in 
the  year  1878. 

The  Canal  Bridge  Corporation  was  established  by  Act 
February  27,  1S07,  to  build  and  maintain  a  toll  bridge  from 
East  Cambridge  lo  Boston,  sometimes  railed  the  Craigic  Bridge. 
The  charter  of  the  corporation  expired,  by  its  terms,  at  the 
same  time  with  that  of  the  West  Boston  Bridge  Corporation. 

By  Act  of  LS4C,  eh.  IK.,  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corpora. 
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tion  was  established,  with  power  to  purchase  these  two  bridges 
and  the  franchises  thereof,  of  the  Corporations  which  owned 
them,  and  to  maintain  them  as  toll  bridges,  until  a  fund  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  should  be  raised,  after  repay- 
ing the  subscribers  their  stock,  with  six  per  cent,  interest,  and 
paying  all  expenses.  Then  this  fund  of  8150,000  was  to  be 
paid  over  to  the  State,  after  which  the  State  was  to  keep  the 
bridges  free  forever.  The  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation 
purchased  the  two  bridges  of  the  respective  corporations,  the 
West  Huston  for  seventy-live  thousand  dollars,  and  the  Canal  for 
sixty  thousand  dollars,  and  proceeded  to  pay  ..If  the  capital 
stock,  from  its  net  receipts,  and  to  raise  the  required  fund.  The' 
enterprise  was  solely  of  a  public  character,  giving  no  prolit  to 
the  corporation,  and  conducted  by  its  officers  without  compen- 
sation, for  the  purpose  of  making  these  two  avenues  free.  In 
18.3:J  and  IS.",  1,  the  corporation  put  the  two  bridges  in  complete 
and  most  thorough  repair,  preparatory  to  surrendering  them  to 
the  State,  at  a  cost  of  about  one  hundred  and  sixty-live  thousand 
dollars.  It  is  understood  that,  after  paying  all  its  debts  and 
expenses,  the  probabilities  are  that  the  required  sum  will  be 
collected  in  three  years,  yet  the  freeing  of  the  bridges  to  Charles- 
town  may  prolong  the  time  somewhat. 

It  is  now  proposed  that  the  city  of  Cambridge  shall  be  substi- 
tuted in  the  place  of  the  State,  upon  the  terms  that  it  will  main- 
tain the  bridges  free  forever,  upon  receiving  a  fund  of  8100,000 
instead  of  the  8150,000  which  the  Stale  is  entitled  to  require. 

The  Committee  are  satisfied  that  the  citizens  of  Cambridge 
will  probably  accept  such  an  Act  by  a  large  majority,  and  that 
the  city  can  afford  to  maintain  the  bridges  at  a  much  1  isscost 
than  the  State  can  do.  Besides  the  general  rule,  that  business 
of  this  nature  is  seldom  economically  done  by  the  State,  a  city 
has  already  its  officers  and  all  its  machinery  lor  the  care  rfl  roads, 
in  existence,  under  pay,  and  the  additional  expense  to  the  city 
is  much  less  than  that  which  follows  the  creating  new  officers 
and  special  machinery  by  the  State.  Caml 
be  a  gainer  by  euttii 
city  pays,  and  by  tl 
avenues,      it  is   pro] 

the  State  for  the  fulfilment  of  all  duties  respecting  the  bridge 
and  that  the  Act  b( 
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It  has  seemed  to  your  Committee  eminently  reasonable  ami 
expedient  that  such  an  Act  should  he  passed, and  lor  tlie follow- 
ing reasons  : — ■ 

1st.  It  will  saw  to  the  community  a  contribution  of 
of  tolls. 

2d.  It  will  make  these  bridges  free  several  ycai i  -  than 

under  the  present  Act. 

3d.  It  will  relieve  the  State  from  the  addition  of  officers  to 
its  patronage  and  supervision,  and  of  annual  accounts  for  its 
management. 

4th.  It  will  answer  all  the  purpose  the  State  had  in  c  tab- 
lishing  the  Hancock  Five  Bridge  Corporation,  more  economi- 
cally and.  expeditiously,  and  in  a  manner  less  liable  to  abuse 
and  neglect. 

The  only  objection  to  the  grant  of  this  Bill   prayed  for,  came 
from  the  towns  of  Watcrtown  ami    Brighton.     They  admitted 
the  expediency  of  the  Act,  so  far  as  the    public  was   concerned, 
but  claimed  that  it  should  not  he  granted  without    some 
provision  for  their  hem-lit. 

The  facts  relating  to  their  claim  may  he  stated  as  follows:— 

By  the  Act  of  June  12,  1824,  the  West  Boston  Bridge  Cor- 
poration was  authorized  to  establish  and  maintain  a  turnpike 
road  from  Cambridge  to  Watcrtown,  through  a  part  of  Brighton, 
witli  aright  to  take  tolls  thereon,  crossing  Charles  River  twice 
by  bridges.  In  all  matters  relating  to  this  turnpike,  the  Corpo- 
ration was  placed  under  the  laws  regulating  turnpikes ;  hut  in 
respect  to  the  bridge,  it  remained  under  the  laws  relating 
thereto.  The  object  of  building  this  turnpike  was  to  insure 
travel  to  this  bridge,  and  prevent  its  being  diverted  elsewhere  : 
and  tolls  were  never  in  fact  laid  on  the  turnpike., 

The  granting  of  the  Turnpike  Act  was  opposed  by  "Watcrtown 
ami  Brighton,  chiefly  on  the  ground  thai  the  corporation,  after 
establishing  the  turnpike,  might  call  upon  the  County  Commis- 
sioners, or  other  public  authorities,  to  lay  it  out  as  a  highway, 
to  he  supported  as  such,  by  the  towns.  Ami  as  the  law  then 
stood,  (he  County  Commissioners  (or  the  similar  officers  of  that 
day,  the  Court  of  Sessions)  could  lay  oul  any  turnpike  or  part 
of  any,  as  a  highway,  without  the  consent  of  the  towns  through 
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which  it  ran,  not  leaving  to  the  town  the  determining,  or  any 

voir.;  in  determining,  whether  it  would  prof 

tinucd  rather  than  opened  as  a  highway.     ' 

tion,  the  following  clause  was  introduced  in 

"  Provided,  that  neither  the  towns  of  Wat 

Cambridge,  shall  over  be  compelled  to  supp 

road  or  bridges  without  their  own  consent." 

Subsequently,  by  Llov.  Stat.  chap.  39,  sen.  1(3,  Lhe  same  secu- 
rity was  extended  to  all  town.-.  Hut  in  18-1;'),  (Act  1845,  chap. 
209,)  the  power  of  County  Commissioners  to  lay  out  turnpikes 
or  highways  irrespective  of  the  content  of  towns,  was  restored. 
By  the  Rev.  Stat.  chap.  89,  §§  14,  21,  40,  42,  the  legislature 
may  dissolve  any  turnpike  corporation  established  since  180;3,  at 
any  time  after  the  expiration  of  twenty  years  from  the  date  of 
its  charter. 

Under  the  Act  of  1S24  the  West  Boston  Bridge  Corporation 
built  and  maintained  the  turnpike,  and  maintained  ii  free  of 
tolls. 

In  the  Act  establishing  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation, 
there  is  nothing  said  about  the  turnpike  established  by  the  Ael 
of  1824.  The  new  corporation  was  to  purchase,  and  the  old 
corporation  was  to  sell  "the  West  Boston  Bridge,  and  the 
franchise  thereof;"  and  the  State  contracted  to  keep  in  repair 
and  free  forever  "  the  bridge." 

It  was  abundantly  proved  before  the  Committee  thai  when 
the  subject  was  before  the  committee  of  the  legislature  which 
reported  the  Bill  establishing  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corpo- 
ration, the  calculation  on  which  the  fund  of  £1.30,000  \va>  made, 
was  based  solely  on  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  bridges.     In 

pike  were  deducted.     Also,  when  the  question   was  di  cd 

before  the  legislature,  naturally  jealous  that  the  fund  should  be 
put  high  enough,  the  only  expense  referred  to  or  conte  I 

was  that  of  the  bridge.  The  expense  of  the  turnpike  was  not 
disregarded,  but  expressly  excluded  in  the  calculations.  So, 
also,  it  was  proved  that  when  the  two  corporations,  the  1 1 
Free  Bridge  Corporation  and  the  West  Boston  Bridge  Corpo- 
ration referred  the  price  to  be  given  and  received  to  arbitrators, 
these  arbitrators  took  into  view  only  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
bridges,  and  did  not  understand  that  the  turnpike  went  with 
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them.     Indeed,  a  certificate  to  thai   ellcet,  sign  'd  by  Ihe  sur- 

it  appeared  that  the  West  Boston  Bridge  Corporation  sii    a      cd 
to  the  arbitrators,  as  reason  for  allowing  n  large  price,  l'l 
corporation  might  still  be  obliged  to  maintain  the  turnpike  ;      i  I 
soon  after  the  award  was  rendered  ami  accepted,  the  uM  corpo- 
ration sold  all   its  property,  excepting  the  bridge,  and 
bind  on  the  sides  of  the  turnpike,  ivhieh  Ihej  took  by  an    \el  of 
eminent  domain,  under  the  Act  of  1*24,  and  which  was  clearly 
appurtenant  to  their  turnpike  franchise,  and  divided  all  its  fund's 
among  its   members,  and  ceased   to   continue   its  organization. 
This  conduct  is  not  consistent  with  a  belief  on   the  part   n 
directors  of  the  old  corporation,  that    the   turnpike  and  all   its 
incidents  and  obligations,  passed  to  the  new  corporation,  known, 
as  they  arc,  to  bo  men  of  honor. 

After  the  flancoek  Free   Bridge  Corporation  got  the  manae  - 

left  open  and  free,' as  a  source  of  travel  to  the  bridge.  The 
West  Boston  Bridge  Corporation  had  divided  its  property,  and 
ceased  to  exist.  This  corporation  then  obtained  an  Act  of  the 
legislature,  (1848,  chapter  120,)  authorizing  it  to  keep  the  turn- 
pike in  repair,  Avith  an  express  provision  that  it*  so  doing  should 
not  affect   its  legal  obligations  or  rights   under  its  purch 


irtioration,  sufferine:  th 


the  bridge  franchise, 
to  be  out  of  repair,  was  indicted.  This  indictment  raised  the 
question  of  its  legal  liability  to  keep  ii  in  repair.  By  a  decision 
in  2  Gray's  Report.  58,  (Commonwealth  vs.  Hancock  Free 
Bridge  Corporation. )  it  was  determined  that  by  force  of  the  Act 
of  18-lli,  and  the  deed  of  the  West  Boston  Dridge  Corporation 
to  them,  the  defendants  took  the  turnpike  as  well  as  the  bridge, 
and  became  liable  to  maintain  it,  under  the  turnpike  Acts. 
The  decision  was  placed  upon  the  word  "franchise,"  in  the 
connection  in  which  it  was  used,  and  in  the  light  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  original  creation  of  the  turnpike. 
The  court  considered  the  question  of  the  intention  of  the  arbi- 
trators, and  the  amount  paid  and  received,  and  the  other  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  sale,  as  in, material  in  point  of  law. 

The  ellcet  of  this  decision  is  to  compel  the  Hancock  Free 
Bridge  Corporation  to  maim  liu  the  turnpike,  so  long  as  it 
remains  a  corporation,  holding  and    using   the  turnpike.     Of 
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course,  whenever  the  corporation  ceases  to  exist,  either  by  its 
own  dissolution,  or  by  a  special  Act  of  the  legislature,  the  turn- 
pike is  in  the  same  situation  as  other  turnpikes.  If  no  new 
company  is  found  to  carry  it  on,  and  if  the  towns  in  which  it 
lies  do  not  wish  to  maintain  it,  or  the  county  commissioners  do 
not  lay  it  out  as  a  highway,  it  becomes  discontinued,  and  is 
closed.  The  only  difference  is  that  the  county  eommii 
probably  could  not,  in  this  case,  by  reason  of  the  restriction  of 
the  Act  of  1824,  lay  out  the  part  of  it  in  any  town  as  a  high- 
way, against  the  will  of  that  town.  If  the  corporation  ceases, 
and  no  new  corporation  is  found  to  take  the  turnpike,  each 
town  can  say  whether  the  portion  within  its  limits  shall  I  e  laid 
out  as  a  highway,  or  left  to  be  discontinued,  at  least  as  against 
any  act  of  the  county  commissioners. 

The  court  gave  no  opinion  upon  the  point  whether  the  right 
to  take  tolls  on  the  turnpike  was  lost  by  lapse  of  time. 

After  this  decision,  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation 
made  an  arrangement  with  the  city  of  Cambridge,  by  which 
Cambridge  laid  out  as  a  highway,  and  assumcl  so  much  of  the 
turnpike  as  lay  within  its  limits,  the  corporation  paying  such  a 
sum  as  both  parties  thought  would  support  the  same,  until  the 
corporation  should  be  dissolved,  which  it  was  calculated  would 
take  place  iii  about  three  years.  Cambridge  received,  therefore, 
a  three  years'  maintenance  of  its  portion  of  the  turnpike. 

to  "Watertown,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the  town,  who 
met  a  committee  of  the  corporation,  ami  a  sum  was  agreed 
upon,  as  a  sufficient  sum  to  maintain  that  part  of  the  road  and 
bridge  in  Watertown,  for  three  years,  but  refused  in  town 
meeting. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Cambridge,  which  stood  in  the  same 
position  under  the  Act  of  1824,  respecting  the   turnpike,  with 

Brighton  and  Watertown,  has   been  paid   by  tin •poration  for 

adopting  their  roads,  on  the  theory  that  the  corporation  would 
continue  for  three  years,  until  it  raised  the  sum  of  §150,000. 
If  the  proposed  Bill  passes,  it  will  shorten  the  life  of  th^  corpo- 
ration by  two  or  three  years,  and  diminish  by  so  long,  the  time 
for  which  Watertown  and  Brighton  will  have  the  turnpike 
maintained  for  them  by  the  corporation,  and  those  towns  will 
be  driven  so  much  the  sooner  to  their  option  of  maintaining  the 
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roads  themselves,  or  allowing  them  to  be  discontinued,  or  to  be 
kept  up  as  turnpikes  with  tolls. 

Now,  although  the  Committee  do  noi  doubt  the  power  of  the 
legislature  to  pass  this  Act,  probably  resulting  in  an  earlier  dis- 
solution of  tlio  corporation  than  would  occur  under  th  i  Act 
of  1846,  without  making  any  provision  for  Watcrtown  and 
Brighton,  yet  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation  was  willing 
to  make  a  similar  agreement  with  these  towns  as  with  Cam- 
bridge, and  such  an  agreement  seems  to  its  equitable. 

The  towns  of  Brighton  and  Watcrtown  did  nol  contend  that 
they  had  a  right,  under  the  Act  of  L824,  to  have  the  turnpike 
maintained  for  them  as  a  tree  avenue  forever,  at  the  exp 
others.  It  was  established  as  a  turnpike  or  toll  avenue,  and  if 
it  ceased  to  be  a  turnpike,  and  no  corporation  was  in  existence 
to  maintain  it,  it  must  be  discontinued,  or  adopted  by  the 
respective  towns.  The  Act  of  182-1,  only  protected  them  against 
having  it  put  upon  them  by  public  authority,  when  they  might 
not  need  it  or  wish  for  it.  The  course  of  time  has  made  this 
now  a  necessary  and  valuable  avenue  to  them.  It  is  built  upon 
and  very  much  travelled.  It  would  be  very  injurious  to  the 
towns  to  have  tolls  placed  upon  it,  or  to  have  it  discontinued. 
But  the  town-  say  that  the  turnpike  was  built  for  the  benefit  of 
the  West  Boston  Bridge  only,  and  was  not,  at  the  time,  needed 
or  desired  by  the  towns,  and  it' now  necessary  to  them,  In 
made  so  by  this  enterprise  ;  that  if  the  old  corporation  hail  ;  one 
on  without  the  interference  of  the  legislature,  in  creating  the 
Hancock  Five  Bridge  Corporation,  the  turnpike  would  p 
have  been  maintained,  without  expense  to  the  towns,  until  1878  : 
that  by  transfering  the  turnpike  to  the  Hancock  Five  Bridge 
Corporation,  this  period  was  -really  diminished  for  the  general 
rood  of  the  public.  And  as  these  towns  contribute  their  share 
to  the  fund  to  keep  the  bridge  free,  they  ought  tq  have  some- 
thing more  than  three  years'  maintenance.     In  behalf  ol 

much  value  to  the  town,  and  included  the  half  of  the  two 
bridges  with  draws.  It  was.  however,  admitted  that  more  than 
one-half  of  the  turnpike  within  the  limits  of  Brighton,  was 
formerly  a  county  road,  which  that  town  had  to  support  until 
it  was  made  a  part  of  the  turnpike. 

In  answer  to  this,  it  was  said   that    these  towns   were  by  law 
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subject  to  tolls  on  the  turnpike,  bul  had  rcccivi  J  the  benefit  of  a 
free  avenue,  laid  out,  built  and  maintained  al   the  ex| 
others  for  more  than   thirty  years,  resulting   in  benefit   to   tlie 
towns,  and  an  increase  of  their   population.      Tli 
would  also  be  relieved  from  their  contribution  to   tolls   on    the 
bridge  in  a  year  or  so,  instead  of  being  subject    to   the  tolls  till 
1S7S,  as  thej  would  have  been  bul  for  the  actio  ,  01  the  II 
Fn-e  Bridge  Corporation.     Also,  that  all  the  neighboring  towi 
contributed  to  the  fund,  and  some,  es]  ccially  Cambridge,  much 
more  largely,  yet  male    ,10   especial  claim   beyond    the   benefit 

At  length  ii  was  agreed  between  th i-poration  of  the 

ou  the  cue  hand,  and  the  two  towns  on  the  oilier,  thai  Hi    I 
mittec  should  take  all  the  evidence  and  suggestion:  into 
eration,  and  name  a  sum  which  the  corporation   should  pay  to 
each  town,  upon  which  the  towns  should  take  the  turnpike  and 

bound  to  accept  the  suggestion,  but  in  the  hop  ■  and  belie'f  that 
it  would  cause  an  agreement.  The  Committee  accordingly 
unanimously  named  the  sum  of  tfO,;">00  for  Brighton,  and  :  "),">00 
for  Watertown  ;  and  their  object  was  to  name  a  sum  which  was, 
in  their  judgment,  ample,  and  which  they  ho]  c  1  could  not  fail 
to  be  accepted. 

They  were  notified  by  the  counsel  for  the  towns  that  in  their 
judgment  there  was  no  probability  that  Brighton  would  accept 
the  proposal,  and  that  it  was  not  the  intention  to  submit  ii  I  i  a 
town  meeting. 

At  the  suggestion  of  one  of  the  Committee,  i1.   i  nler, 
siblc,  to  cll'ect  an  adjustment,  the  Hancock   Fr<  e  Bridge  Corpo- 
r  ition  was  induced  to"  add  one  thousand  dollars  to  the  sum  named 
for  Brighton.      This    was   done,   ,,,,!     |„  ,  ausu    tli     Committee 

doubled  Unit  their  award  of  *  >,;; was  amide,  I  ul  because"  the 

objections  of  Brighton,  on  the  ground  of  bavin 
hi  idges  to  maintain  than  Watortow  n,  i  eem  d  I  ■  be  the  chief  it' 
not  the  only  obstacle  to  the  adjustment.  The  counsel  and  com- 
mittee for  the  towns  were  satisfied  to  submit  the  e  pr  >p 
to  the  towns,  and  a  town  meeting  was  called  in  Watertown,  at 
which,  however,  after  full  discussion,  the  offer  v.  i  .  rejected  by  a 
I  majority,  and  Brighton  has  also,  in  town  meeting, 
rejected  the  propositioii  in  relation  to  that  town.     The  ground 
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of  objection  is  undcrst I  to  be  thai  these  towns  claim  i 

to  liavc  the  turnpike  in  their  limits  maintained  lor  ilium  I 
livr  of  tolls,  by  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation  < 
shall  exist,  ami  then  by  the  Commonwealth,  ou I  of  Ihe 
fund  or  otherwise,  a  claim  which  the  Committee  believe 
reasonable  foundation. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  Committee  are  of  opinii 
there  is  no  jnsl  obstacle  to  the  desired  result  of  plac 
bridges  in  the  bands  of  the  City  of  Cambridge,  if  its 
are  willing  to  take  them,  upon  proper  security  thai  the) 
kept  in  repair.  The  claims  of  the  towns  have  been  nu 
liberal  spirit.  The  sum  proposed  In  the  Committee  i- 
larger  in  proportion  than  Cambridge  received  fur  its  s! 
the  turnpike,  and  much  larger  than  the  corporation  pr 
and  was  named  as  a  compromise,  in  the  hope  that  il 
remove  all  objections  to  the  Act.  The  Committee  do  m 
that  the  position  taken  by  these  towns  ought  to  prevent  i 
so  desirable  as  the  immediate  freeing  of  the  bridges,  tin 
of  §50,000  to  the  community,  and  the  relieving  of  the  Ci 
mon  wealth  from  a  needless  ail  lit  ion  to  its  business  and  pal 

They  therefore  ask  leave  to  report  the  following  Bill, 
recommend  its  adoption. 
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By  order  of  the  Committee, 

G.  YV.  MESSINGER,  C/iai 
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(Hommontucciltl)  of  ittassadjusctts. 


In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and    Fifty- 


AN   ACT 

Authorizing  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation  to 
surrender  the  West  Boston  and  Canal  Bridges  to  the 
City  of  Cambridge. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  as  follows : — 

1  Sect.   1.     Whenever     (lie    Hancock    I'n-c    Bridge 

2  Corporation  shall  have  received,  Crom  tolls,  main-  the 

3  authority   of  the   act  of  eighteen  hundred    and  forty- 

4  six.  chapter   one  hundred  and    forty-six,  and    the  acts 

5  in  addition  thereto,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
(i  dollars,  over  and  above  all  the  sums  expended  or  to 
7  be  expended  by  said  corporation  in  rebuilding,  repair- 
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8  ing  and  maintaining  tlic   two   bridges  over  Charles 

9  River  between  Boston  and    Cambridge,  and  upon  the 

10  roads  Leading  to  said  bridges,  and  upon  the  road  lead- 

11  ing  from  Cambridge  to  ^'atertown,  or  for  other  pur- 

12  poses  under  the  authority  of  said  acts,  or  any  <>\'  Minn, 

13  the  said   corporation  is  hereby  authorized  to   transfer 
U  and  pay  over  the  said  sum  of  on.-   hundred    thousand 

15  dollars   to  the  city  of  Cambridge :  providetl,  said   city 

16  shall  determine  to  accept  this  act,  and  shall   give  the 

17  bond  hereinafter  prescribed. 

1  Sect.  2.     The  city  of  Cambridge  is  hereby  author- 

2  ized,  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  in    this  act   con- 

3  tained,  to  assume  the  exclusive  ownership,  control  and 

•1  charge  of  the   bridges   named    in    the  first   section  of 

5  this  act. 


1  Sect.  3.     If  the  city  of  Cambridge  shall  determine 

2  to  assume  the  ownership  and  charge  of  said  bridges, 

3  said  city  shall   give  its   1.,. ml,  executed  by  the  mayor 

4  of  said  city,  in  its  name  and  behalf,  to   the  Common- 

5  wealth,  the  form  and  substance  thereof  to  be  approved 

6  by  the  attorney-general,  with  condition   that  said   city 

7  shall  maintain  said  bridges  as  free  public  avenue-  for- 

8  ever;  and   perform  all   the  duties   in   relation   to  said 

9  bridges  forever,  that  said  Hancock   Free    Bridge  Cor- 

10  poration  is  by  law  bound  to  perform  while  said  bridges 

11  are  held  by  said  corporation. 

1  Sect.  4.     Upon  the  giving  of  the  bond  prescribed 

2  in  the  preceding  section,  the  said  city  is  hereby  au- 
o  thorized  to  receive  from  said  Hancock  free  Bridge 
4  Corporation  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
5.  dollars  ;  and  upon  the  payment  of  that  sum  to  said 
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6  city,   by   said    corporation,    the   said    sum    and    said 

7  bridges  shall  be  deemed,  mid  are  hereby  declared  to 

8  be,  the  sole  and  absolute  property  of  said  city. 


1  Sect.  5.     If  said    [Ian 

2  tion   shall   neglect,  for  tli 

3  having  obtained  said  sun 

4  dollars,  as  sot  forth   in    ih 


.Bridge  Corpora- 

>{'  ten  da)  i  El  r 
undred  thousand 
ction  of  this  art. 


5  and  after  being  notified  that  -aid  bond  ha-  been  given 
ti  to  the   Commonwealth,  to  pay  over   to    -aid    city  the 

7  said  sum  of  on,,  hundred   thousand   dollars,  the  said 

8  bond  shall  bo  returned  to  said  city,  and  this  art  -hall 

9  he  void  and  of  no  effect. 

1  Sect.  6.     The  bonds  of  the  Cambridge    Railroad 

2  -Company,  which  the  Hancock    Free    Bridge  Corpora- 

3  tion  woro,  1>_\  act  of  February  twenty-first,  one  thou- 

4  sand   eight  hundred   and  -fifty-five,  section   nine,  re- 

5  quired  to  receive  in  satisfaction  of  compensation  or 

6  tolls,    shall    be    transferred    by    said    Hancock    Free 

7  Bridge  Corporation  to  said   city  of  Cambridge,  and 

8  received  by  said  city  as  part  of  said  sum  of  one  hun- 

9  died   thousand   dollars ;  said   bonds   to   be   taken,  in 

10  estimating  the  value  of  the  same,  at  their  par  value, 

11  Avith   all   interest   that   shall   remain    unpaid   on   the 

12  same,  computed  to  the  day  of  transfer. 


1  Sect.  7.     After  the  city  of  Cambridge  shall  have 

2  assumed  said   bridges,  said   city   shall   be   liable  for 

3  damages  that  may  be  incurred  by  reason  of  any  defect 
•4  in  said  bridges,  or  cither  of  them,  in  the  same  manner 
5   and  to  the  same  extent   as  towns  and   cities   an    now 

•6  liable  for  defects  in  town  ways. 
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1  Sect.  8.     The    management    and    control   of  said 

2  fund  of  one  hundred   thousand  dollars  shall  bo  exer- 

3  ciscd  by  the  city  council  of  the  city  of  Cambridge. 

1  Sect.  9.     By  the  term  "bridges,"   as   used  in  tin 

•2  fourth  section  of  this   act,  is   intended   the  structures 

3  extending  across  said  Charles  River,  and  so  much  ol 

t  the  wavs  leading  to  the  same,  as  lie  between  the  tcr 


o  limn  nt  tl 


beloimnm  to  said  cities  ol   lios- 


b'  ton  and  Cambridge,  or  either  of  them. 

1  Sect.  10.     The  city  council  of  the  city  of  Cam- 

2  bridge  is   hereby  authorized   to   lay  out,  as   a  public 

3  highway,  so  much  of  the  turnpike  road  established  by 

4  the  act 'of  June  twelfth,  one  thousand  eight    hundred" 

5  and   twenty-four,  entitled   "An  Actio  authorize  the 
(i  West  Boston  Bridge  Corporation   to  establish  a  turn- 

7  pike  mad  frmn  Cambridge  to  Watcrtown,"  within  the 

8  limits  of -aid  city  as  crosses  navigable  waters  ;  and  the 

9  said  city  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  maintain 

10  the  sanic,  with  the  bridge  and  draw   thereof,  in  the 

11  same  manner  as  other  highways  within  said  city. 

1       Sect.   11.     This  act  shall  be  of  no  effect  unless  the 
•2  inhabitants  of  said  city   of  Cambridge,   qualified   to 


6   vote  in  citv 


ne  at  meetings 


-1  held  in  the  various  wauls  of  said  city,  in  the  months 
5  of  May  or  June,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
(i  fifty-seven,  said  meetings  to  be  called  by  the  mayor 
7  and  aldermen,  and  warned  at  Least  seven  days  before 
S  the  .lav  when  said  meetings  are  to  be  held.  And  in 
9  ease  they  shall  be  accepted,  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the 

10  mayor  of  Cambridge  to  notify  the  governor  thereof. 

11  in  writing,  immediately. 


SENATE  ...No.  175. 


(Commonwealth  of  ittassacljusctto. 


REMONSTRANCE. 

To  the    Honorable    Senate  and    House  of   Representatives,   in 
General  Court  assembled:— 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Brighton,  petitioning  and 
remonstrating,  show  : — 

That  the  West  Boston  Bridge  Corporation  was  incorporated 
in  1792,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  bridge  and  road  li-mn 
Boston  to  Cambridge. 

That  in  182-1  there  was  granted   to  the  same  corporation   an 
additional  franchise,  of  building  a  turnpike  road  and  two  other 
bridges  over  Charles  River,  from  Watertown,  through  Bi 
to  Cambridge,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  travel  to  Boston 
over  their  bridge. 

That  no  toll  was  ever  taken  over  said  last  described  ron  I  and 

bridges  separate  from  the  toll  on  the  bridge  between  Cat idge 

and  Boston,  b  it  the  whole  was  supported  a-  one  entire  property 
from  a  common  fund,  and  a  very  large  part  of  the  tolls  to  sup 
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port  the  same  ami  pay  the  dividends  of  the  corporation  was 
paid  by  the  travel  which  came  over  the  said  turnpike  from 
Brighton,  Watertown,  and  the  towns  westward  of  these.  That 
it  was  stipulated  in  the  Act  of  182-1  thai  neither  Grighl  m,  Wa- 
tertown or  Cambridge  should  ever  be  required  to  support 
this  turnpike  and  these  bridges  without  it>  own  co  i  u  it. 

Thai  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation  was  incorporated 
for  Hie  |  urposc  of  purchasing  and  making  free  the  avomn  I  i 
Boston  owned  by  the  West  Boston  Bridge  Corporation,  and  the 
Canal  Bridge  Corporation,  and  purchased  the  property,  and 
Bin  '  id  to  all  the  duties  and  liabilities  of  those  corporations, 
and  among  these  to  the  duty  of  maintaining  the  said  turnpike 
and  bridges. 

That  under  Ibis  Art,  lb.'  said  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corpora- 
tion have  proceeded  to  collect  from  tolls  a  sum  of  money  suffi- 
cient to  repay  them  for  their  purchases,  to  rebuild    the  bridges 

make  solid  a  part  of  them,  and  to  widen  and  greatly  improve 
their  road  in  Cambridge  connected  with  said  bridge;  and  a 
large  proportion  of  the  fund  needed  to  maintain  their  I 
and  roads  as  a  free  avenue  forever.  That  to  the  raising  this 
sum,  the  people  of  Brighton,  Watertown  and  the  towns  beyond, 
have  largely  contributed,  by  their  travel  and  payment  of  tolls, 
while  very  little  has  been  expended  upon  the  portion  of  the 
property  not  within  the  limits  of  Cambridge. 

That  your  remonstrants  arc  concerned  to  learn  that  a  Bill 
has  been  reported  by  a  Committee  of  your  honorable  b  idy,  the 
effect  of  which  is  to  bestow  upon  the  city  of  Cambridge,  for  the 
support  of  a  portion  only  of  the  bridges  and  mads  now  the 
property  of  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation,  the  whole 
of  the  land  which  has  thus  been  contributed  and  raised— thus 
appropriating  to  a  part  what  is  designed  for  and  now  belongs 

That  the  effect  of  this  will  be  to  require  of  Brighton  and  Wa- 
tertown the  support  of  the  remaining  road  and  bridges,  contrary 
to  the  plighted  faith  of  the  State,  or  to  close  and  discontinue  an 
important  public  avenue,  to  the  fund  for  the  support  of  which 
and  its  eventual  freedom,  the  people  of  the  many  town  «  :st 
of  Cambridge  have  for  years  contributed  Iai  ; 

That  it  would  be  as  just  for  the  Cot   inunv    illh   to   leave 
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pport   the   bridges   between    Cai  J 

y share  in  the  1'iiml,  or  I 

roads  ami  bridges  within  their  lim 
And  your  remonstrants  have   fur  thin-  perceived  with   i 
that,  while  the  report  of  the  committee  accompanying      :  I  II  II 

towns   of  Brighton    anil    W'alorlown    amounting    lo    Lw    Ivc  < 
thirteen   thousand   dollars,  from   the   bridge  fund,  which   those 
towns  have  declined   to   accept  solely  on  account  of  th 
quacy  of  the  amount,  the   Bill,  as  if  fur  the  purpose  of  punish- 
ing your  remonstrants  for  an  opinion    honestly  entertained,  is 
framed  without  any  provision  whatever  for  their  \m 

Against  the  passage  of  so  unjust  a  Bill  the  undersigned  re- 
spectfully and  earnestly  remonstrate,  and  pray  thai  if  :  ii)  Acl 
is  passed,  ii  may  make  for  ihe  support  of  that  part  of  said 
avenues  which  is  situated  in  Brighton,  a  provision  oul  of  the 
fund  similar  in  kind  and  proportionate  in  amount  Lo  thai  which 


WM.  It.  CIIAMPNEY, 
DAVID  COLLINS, 
PATRICK  COLBY, 

Selectmen  of  Brighton. 


< 

Ami  ml 
Brhjiitox,  April  21,  1S57. 


SENATE....No.  181. 


(Hommonujcnltl)  of  iWassacljusctts 


M  km  ohial. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Saiale  and  II of   Rrpn     ntaliucs,  in 

Chncral  Court  assattblai  :— 

Whereas,  the  Inhabitants  of  Hri-hlou  have  laid  hef 
Honorable    Bodies   statements   in    regard  to   the    I  I 

rocV'lndcalculaUJd'toinislc.ia,  ll.e    Hancock  t'ivo  Bridge  Cor- 
pora\iou  desire  herein  topical  the  following  l-iel     in   i 


1.   It  is  not  true  that  the  Han k    Fr-  •    ib-idge   Ho.-] 

«is  chartered  for  the  pur, f  luuxhaMng   : 

Lho  avenues  owned  by  Liu:   W,-i   15.^1  >n    Bridg 

.     '.I 
h 


Bridge    Corporations,    for   all    these 

hadSway^beeLoru.idnotollhad  , 
avenues,  cither  separately,  or  as   inti.natcd 
in  connection  -.villi  the  bridges  between  B 
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2.  It  is  not  true  that  the  Hancock  Free  Bridgo  Corporation 
have  rebuilt  their  bridges  in  a  "  very  expensive  manner."  They 
have,  in  fact,  been  rebuilt  with  the  utmost  economy  consistent 
with  durability.  And  in  filling  up  and  making  solid  a  ,  ?>•)  of 
the  same,  they  have  acted  in  strict  pursuance  of  authority 
granted  by  the  legislature.     (1853,  chapter  -103.) 

3.  It  is  not  true  that  the  fund  raised  was  designed  in  any 
part  for  the  permanent  support  of  the  turnpike  between  Cam- 
bridge and  Watcrtown.  On  the  contrary,  by  the  Act  of  184(3, 
the  fund  was  to  be  raised  for  the  support  of  the  bridges  b  itwcen 
Cambridge  and  Boston,  and  they  alone  were  to  be  transferred 
wiili  the  fund,  to  the  Commonwealth. 

4.  The  people  of  "  Brighton,  Watcrtown,  and  other  towns 
westward  of  these,"  have  not  contributed  to  this  fund,  except 
as  every  other  person  who  has  passed  the  bridges  has  contrib- 
uted. 'They  have  paid  the  legal  toll,  and  no  mure.  They  had 
no  free  avenue  to  Boston.  Tolls  might,  by  law,  have  been  taken 
upon  the  turnpike,  but  they  never  have  been. 

5.  It  is  not  true  that  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation 
have  expended  a  portion  of  the  fund  in  widening  and  improving 
the  roads  in  Cambridge.  On  the  contrary,  those  mads  wore 
widened  by  the  city  of  Cambridge,  and  the  Hancock  Free 
Bridge  Corporation  paid  to  said  city  a  sum  of  money  estimated 

years  only. 

G.  It  is  not  true  that  the  Hancock  Five  Bridge  Corporation 
have  expended  very  little  on  the  roads  in  Brighton  and  Water- 
town.  They  have,  in  fact,  expended  the  sum  of  about  eight 
thousand  (8,000)  dollars  during  Lhe  last  three  years:  and  the 
road  and  bridges  upon  it  arc  now  in  as  good  repair  as  other 
roads  and  bridges  in  said  towns. 

7.  The  Bill  reported  by  your  committee  does  no  injustice  to 
Brighton,— 

Because  more  than  half  of  the  portion  of  the  turnpike  road 
which  lies  in  that  town   was  originally  a  county  road,  and   lias 
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been  maintained  for  the  town   withoul   charge,  for   m< 
thirty-two  years  ; 

tolls  than  they  would  have  paid  had  Iho  Hancock  Free  Bridge 
Corporation  never  been  chartered; 

Because  no  inhabitant  of  that  town  ever  contributed  a  dollar 
to  the  stock  of  the  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation; 

Because  the  action  of  thai  cu  pora  i  m  will  n  suit  in  furnish- 
ing to  the  inhabitants  of  Brighton,  within  a  year  or  two,  a  free 
avenue  to  Boston.  They  never  would  have  been  entitled  to  a 
free  avenue  under  the  law  as  il  before  stood. 

Again,  it  is  not  true  that  "  ii  would  be  as  jus!  for  the  Com- 
monwealth to  leave  Cambridge  to  support  the  bridges  h  'tween 
Cambridge  and  Boston  without  any  share  of  the  fund,  or  to  take 
the  alternative  of  discontinuing  them,  as  to  compel  Brighton 
and  Watertown  to  do  the  same  with  the  roads  and  ] 
within  their  limits,"— 

Because  the  legislature  has  authorized  the  raising  this  fund 
for  the  very  purpose  of  making  the  bridges  between  Boston  and 
Cambridge  free :  the  whole  Commonwealth  has  an  intcre  I  in 
having  it  done  ; 

Because  the  money  by  which  the  bridges  were  bought  was 
almost  wholly  contributed  by  citizens  of  Cambridge,  and  for  the 
purpose  ^>l'  procuring  for  themselves  primarily,  and  secondarily 
lor  all  others,  free  avenues  to  Boston,— and  b  (cause  the  directors 
have  managed  the  affairs  of  the  Corporation  without  compensa- 
tion ; 

Because  the  bridges  of  the  length  of  those  between  Boston 
and  Cambridge,  are  nowhere  in  the  Commonwealth  supported 
by  the  towns  in  whose  limits  they  are.— while  the  short  bri  Iges 
on  the  turnpike  are  such  as  are  usually  so  supported; 

Because  Cambridge  has  already  voluntarily  assumed  the 
support  of  one-half  the  bridge  lying  between  itself  and  Brighton; 
Because  under  the  Act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six, 
Brighton  and  Watertown  must  elect  to  support  this  turnpike, 
or  allow  it  to  be  discontinued  in  aboui  three  years  from  this 
time —and  they  have  been  offered  a  sum  much  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  support  it  for  three  years,  and  have  refused,  as  appears 
by  the  report  of  your  committee. 
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Again,  the  Memorial   of  the  inhabitants  of  Brighton  sets  up 
the  claim  that  Watertown   and    Brighton    are  entitled   to   have 


pcrity  and   growth,- 
vvealth  support,-^! 
of  the  Commonwoaltli  I 
Your  petitioners 


,r  the  l.enciil  or  these  i< 
eve  that  a   elaim   so   n 


t'onmion- 
the  people 


will  meet  with  no  favor  at  your  hands. 

THE  HANCOCK  FREE   ['.RIDGE  CORPORATION, 

By  Isaac    Livi  -   /".•■  titlent. 

Atbil  27,  1857. 


SENATE....No.  184. 


iCommonujcaltl)  of  ittnssncljusctts 


M  KM  O  HE  A  I.. 

To  the.  Honorable  the  Scuttle  and   Ifo,  •     ,  '    11  pns  ulalln  «  oj 
the  Commouieealth   »J    M   ■        '  ■sells: 

The  undersigned,  by  order  iind  in  h,  1.  :  .   of  Ihc  cil, 
ment  of  Ihc  city  of  Cambridge,  iv>\»  etfuib  represents,  iliut  in 
18415  the  legislature    "ranted   a  chart  -v   I  .   the    llano 
Bridge  corporation,  by    which   authority   was  given    to   buil.l  a 
new  bridge  across   Charles    River,  from    I!  i-t.m    to  C.  m 
provided   neilher   of  the    tin  n     'xisli  could   be     m 

chased    in   the   manner    then  in    set    I'm   h,  but    romp*  llinu  -aid 
corporation    to  purchase  the   existim>    '  1"  the  | 

sliould  consent    to   sell  them,  and   said    corporation  u    s   autho- 
rized to  collect   and   receive   tolls   upon   •    i  i   l.-ri     i   o 
until  a  sum    had    been    realized   Millicii  sil    lo    repay  I  i       i  : 

building  or  of  purchasing,  tuguiln  v  willi  i.ll  e     l  I'm   n  |    ii       m 
care   of  the    same,   leaving  a    fund   of  <    e    hum    cd    tl  i  u  and 


MK.MOIHAI, 


I  V| 


dollars  fur  the  future  support  of  the  West  r,  ^ton  [iridic,  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  fortius  future  support  of  the  Canal  Bridge, 
sliould  l)otli  bridges  bo  purchnsed,  "  wlicn  the  bridge  or  bridges, 
together  with  the  Kind,  should  revert  to  and  beeonie  tlie  pro- 
perty of  tho  Commonwealth,  to  bo  maintained  from  -aid  land 
free  of  tolls  forever  after."  That  when  that  charter  was 
granted,  the  eonimittec  by  whom  Hie  Bill  was  reported,  refused 
to  report  a  Bill  giving  any  authority  to  raise  money  for  the  up- 
port  of  any  portion  of  tho  roads  belonging  cither  to  the  West 
Huston  Bridge  or  Canal  Bridge  Corporations,  either  in  Cam- 
bridge, Brighton,  or  "Watertown,  but  simply  for  the  support  ol 
the  bridge  or  bridges  named  in  the  charter,— or  by  which  the 
Commonwealth  sliould  assume  the  support  of  am  thing  beyond 
the  mere  bridge  or  bridges  lying  between  Boston  and  Camb  I  ■  i. 
That  by  the  SUh  section  of  that  Act,  chapter  1  hi  of  the  si  itutes- 
of  1840"  neither  the  franchise  or  any  portion  of  the  ru  I  I  e 
longing  either  to  the  West  Boston  Bridge  or  Canal  Bridge  Cor- 

mtrnwealth,  but   only  tbe   bridge  or  bridges,  together    witl 
ruud,  which  fund  was   to  be  applied   solely  to   the    maintenance 
of  the  bridge  or  bridges. 

That  a  Bill  is  now  pending  before  the  legislature,  by  which 
it  is  proposed  to  authorize  the  City  of  Cambridge,  by  a  vole  of 
tbe  citizens  thereof,  to  assume  the  liabilities  which  thebaic 
agreed  to  assume,  to  wit :  the  support  of  the  bridges  between 
Boston  and  Cambridge  with  a  fund  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  thus  without  any  change  in  principle  or  in  policy,  but 
by  simply  changing  the  agent,  saving  ihe  pel. lie  from  an  unne- 
cessary tax  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  That  against  the  | 
of  this  Bill  the  inhabitants  of  Brighton  remonstrate,  setting 
forth  that  the  fund  proposed  to  be  raised  was  int  'lidod  a 
for  the  support  of  the  roads  leading  through  Brighton*  and 
Watertown,  owned  by  the  West  Boston  Bridge  Corporation,  as 
for  the  bridges  between  Cambridge  and  Boston;  that  they 
have  the  plighted  faith  of  the  State  in  the  stipulations  in  the 
Act  of  1824,  under  which  the  turnpike  from  Cambridge  to 
Watertown  was  built,  that  neither  Cambridge,  Brighton  nor 
Watertown  should   ever  be  called   upon  to  maintain    said    torn- 
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the  fund 


tlw  fund  should  be  rot  aparl 
lying  in  Brighton  and  Wulei 

Against  any  such  am>roprin 
respectfully  remonstrate. 

First    because  by  the   Act   incorporating   the    Hancock    1  n 
Brulao  Corporation  the  legislature  deliU-rately  and  int-nl 
refused  to  permit  a   fund    to  be   rais-d    f..r   the   support  ..I1  the 
reads  leading  to  said  bridges,  either  in  C.ui.bridgc,  I5righl.ni  or 
Watertown,  strictlv  guarding  in  said   Act   against    the  reversion 


1" 


should   be  oxeluMvel)   for,  and   devoted    to 


the  support  of  the  bridges. 

Second,   because   the   stipulations   referred   In   in    the  A    i  ol 
1,,'|    luld'cr  which  the  turnpike   from  Cambridge  to  Wal 
was  built  was  not  a  contract  to  which  (ho  Commie 
apartv   or  to  the  fullilmcnt  of  which  the  faith  of  tlio  Si  i 
plcdgc'd,  any  more  than  it   is    to  the  fullilmcnt  of  all  contract, 
mado  by  individuals  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  but 

hut  ,uust°cele  to  e'xist  whenever  the  We>l  Ih.M.m   Ih-i.l    ■  <    >v 
poraiionand  its  iYanchi.-o  should  cease  to  exist. 

justly  he' made  without  a  provision  for  the  support  of  the  roads 
'lying  in  Cambridge  and  formerly  belonging  to  the  West  Boston 
BridVc  Corporation  and  Canal  Bridge  Corporation,  which  i  »ads, 
too-elhcr  with  about  two-lifths  of  whal  wa  originally  a  part  of 
,y  the  City  of  Cambridge 
laturc  did  not  originally 
intend,  and  would  never  permit  any  portion  of  the  fund  to  be 
appropriated  for  their  future  support. 

Fourth,  thai  such  an  appropriation  ol  the  fund  would  render 
a  large  increase  necessary  to  meet  the  expenses  of  supporting 
hoth  the  roads  and  the  bridges,  would  prolong  the  time  when 
the  bridges  would  be  free  to  an  indefinite  period,  and  virtually 
defeat  the  objectsought  to  be  accomplished  both  by  the  people 
and  by  the  legislature. 

Fifth,  that  the  only  objects  which  would  induce  the  citizens 
of  Cambridge  to  accept  the  Act  now   before   the 'legislature,  if 


ii  o-ood  faith,  believing  that   th 
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passed,  would  lie  to  relieve  themselves  and  the  vvlu.Iu  commu- 
nity of  an  unnecessar)  burden  of  f  1  its  thousand  dollars  :u  d  lo 
secure  (rec  bridges  at  the  earliest  possible  lim  ■.  and  if  lliese 
objects  cannot  lie  secured  they  would  have  no  inducement  to 
assume  so  great  a  responsibility. 

JOHN  S  \iH'i:\T.    1/  <  »: 


Cami'.i'jdc!:,  April  27,  V 


SENATE....No.  186. 


Gommonuwcdtl)  of  ittassadjusctts. 


R E MONS T R A  N C E . 

To  the  Honorable    Senate   and   House  of  Representatives,  i» 
General  Court  assembled .— 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Watcrtown.  petitioning  and 
in  1792,  fur   the   purpose  oi  building  a  uriub 

J£Z%L*,d*Mb* ^-d,n»* 

*«»  CarWlliv,,-,, W.„,„:;:   >£"£**£: 

to  Cambridge,  for  to  purpose  of  iuumsiii, 

J       "cpavatcfrom  to  toll  on  to  bridge 1- , u>C '^ 

a„d°Boston,b»'thc 1c  was  supported  as  one  c,d„ »o P    £ 

from  a  common  fund,  and  a  very  large  par   ol  the  toll,  to     I 
port  ,1,0  same  and  pay  ,1,0  dividers  of  to  corporation,  « 


2  REMONSTRANCE.  |  \.prilf 

paid  by  the  travel  which  came   over   the   said   turnpike    from 
Brighton,  Watcrtown  ami  the  town-  westward  of  these. 
That   it  was   stipulated    in    the   Acl   of    1824    that   neither 

Brighton,  Water!. iv.n  or  < 'amhride.'  ImnM  .  •  ,-  ' 
support  this  turnpike  and  these  bridges  without  its  own  consent. 
That  the  Ilancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation  was  incorporated 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  making  free  the  avenues  to 
Boston  owned  by  the  West  Boston  Bridge  Corporation  and  the 
Canal    Bridge    Corporation,   and   purchased    the   property,  and 

succ icd  to  all  the  duties  and  liabilities  of  those  corporations, 

and   among  these  to  the  duty  of  maintaining  the  said  turnpike 
and  bridges. 

That  under  this  Act  the  said  Hancock  Free  Bridge  Corpora- 
tion have  proceeded  to  collect  from  tolls  a  sum  of  money  suffi- 
cient to  repay  them  for  their  purchase,  to  rebuild  the  bridges  in 
Cambridge  in  a  very  expensive  manner,  and  to  fill  up  and  make 
solid  a  part  of  them,  and  to  widen  and  greatly  improve  their 
road  in  Cambridge  connected  with  said  bridge  ;  and  a  large 
proportion  of  the  fund  needed  to  maintain  their  bridges  and 
roads  as  a  free  avenue  forever.  That  to  the  raking  this  sum 
the  people  of  Brighton,  Watcrtown,  and  the  town?  beyond, 
have  largely  contributed,  by  their  travel  and  payment  of  tolls, 
while  very  little  has  hem  expended  upon  the  portion  of  the 
property  not  within  the  limits  of  Cambridge. 

That"  your  remonstrants  are  concerned  to  learn  that  a  Dill 
has  been  reported  by  a  committee  of  your  honorable  body,  the 
effect  of  which  is  to  bestow  upon  the  City  of  Cambridge,  for 
the  support  of  a  portion  only  of  the  bridges  and  roads  now  the 
property  of  the  Ilancock  Free  Bridge  Corporation,  the  whole  of 
the  fund  which  has  been  contributed  and   raised,  thus   appro- 


printing  to  a  p 


what  is  de-iened    lor   and    now  l.rh.nes  to  the 


whole  of  said  avenue. 

That  the  effect  of  this  will  be  to  require  of  Brighton  and 
Watcrtown  the  support  of  the  remaining  road  and  bridges, 
contrary  to  the  plighted  faith  of  the  State,  or  to  close  and  dis- 
continue an  important  public  avenue,  to  the  fund  for  tie' support 
of  which,  and  its  eventual  freedom,  the  people  of  many  towns 
west  of  Cambridge  have  for  years  contributed  largely. 

That  it  would  be  us  juM  lor  the  Commonwealth  to  leave 
Cam!. ridge  to  support  the  bridges  between  Cainhrid:      i   .  I  Bo 
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ton  without  any  shave  in  the  Kind,  or  to  lake  the   altern  of 

discontinuing  them,  as  to  compel  your   romon:  Irani      lo  il  i  the 
same  with  the  roads  and  hridges  within  their  limil  . 

And  your  remonstrants  have  fiMther  pi  reeived,  with  i 
that  while  tlic  report  of  the  committee  accompanying  said  Kill 
seems  to  recognize  the  justice  and  equity  of  a  provi  ion  for  the 
towns  of  Brighton  and  Walevtown,  amounting  to  twelve  or 
thirteen  thousand  dollars  from  Ihe  hridge  rund,  whieh  those 
towns  have  declined  l«  accept,  solely  on  account  of  the  inade 
quacy  of  the  amount,  lie'  Dill,  as  if  lor  i he  purpose  of  puni  hing 

your  rcn strants  for  an  opinion  honestly  entertained,  is  framed 

without  an\  provision  whatever  for  their  protection. 

Against  the  passage  of  so  unjust  a  foil,  the  undersized 
respect  fulh  and  earnestly  remoiisl  rate,  and  pray,  thai  if;  in  Act 
is  passed  it  may  make  for  the  support  of  that  part  of  said 
avenues  whirl,  is  situated  in  Watcrtown,  a  provision  out  of  the 
fund  similar  in  kind  and  proportionate  in  am, Mint  lo  that  whieh 
you  shall  allow  for  the  support  of  such  part  of  said  avenues  as 
is  situated  in  Cambridge. 

NATH'L   YYIIITI.M:, 

And  others. 


<!  h c  (L b r i s t i ;i n  ti u in  of  U  a  t  r  i  o  1  i  s m . 


8  E  I{  WON 


FIRST  CHURCH    IN   WATEHTOWN. 


OX    FAST   DAY.     \1MML    Him.   1 
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AS.  T.  AUSTIN, 
IIOSMKI!, 


S  E  11  M  ()  N 
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Had  the  spirit  which  animates  this  plaintive  song  of 
the  Israelites  been  manifested  mi  the  banks  of  the 
Jordan,  instead  of  "by  the  rivers  of  Babylon,"  it  might 
have  been  of  some  avail.  Had  the  same  love  of  their 
native  land,  which  gave  such  intensit)  to  tin  ir  sorrow, 
such  bitterness  to  their  exile,  hem  displayed  while  they 
were  yet  in  happy  possession  of  that  laud,  tin  tears 
and  the  labors  of  the  Babylonish  servitude,  hail  been 
spared  this  guilty  and  ungrateful  people.  [Jut  yet  ii  is 
the  commonest  experience  of  human  lili1.  that  wo  only 
appreciate  our  blessings  after  we  have  been  deprivi  d  of 
them.      It  is  the  contrast  of  sorrow  that  sharpens  our 


.-hows  us  the  sweetness  of  common  food,  ll  is  the 
dark  background  which  sets  off  vividly  the  brilliant 
beauty  of  the  picture.  Liberty  seems  more  sweet  to 
the  mind  chafing  under  the  chains  of  tyranny  than  it 
dors  to  those  in  possession  of  liberal  institutions. 

History  is  filled  with  illustrations  of  the  truth  that 
those  men  who  are  most  hold  ami  energetic  in  revolu- 
tion against  oppression,  are  often  the  most  unsafe 
conservators  of  free  institutions.  We  follow  with 
enthusiastic  sympathy  the  struggles  of  nations  in  their 
progress  from  slavery  to  freedom;  but  how  often  is  our 
sympathy  outraged,  as  \vc  see  them  completing  the 
cycle,  and  returning  inglorious! y  to  servitude  again. 
Alas,  as  we  look  over  the  annals  of  our  race.  Ave  become 
much  more  familiar  with  the  spectacle  of  the  decay, 
than  with  that  of  the  growth  of  national  freedom. 
Insensibility  to  national  privileges,  unfaithfulness  to 
those  duties  by  which  they  are  to  he  preserved,  has 
marked  the  condition,  and  ensured  the  decline,  of  every 
pre-eminently  blessed  people,  in  all  ages  of  the  world, 
from    the    Jewish,   down    to    the    American     common- 


And  is  this  always  to  go  on  '.  Are  nan  never  to  profit 
by  the  lessons  of  the  past  '.  Will  they  listen  to  no 
teacher,  hut  severe  experience;  Will  not  the  voice 
of  reason  and  of  God,  the  truth  engraved  in  toil  and 
blood    upon   so   many  national  failures,  suffice   to   warn 


us  in  time'?     Is  the  proud  ston  of  our  rise  us  a  pi    ;■!• 

of  the   heroic   labors   of  our    fathers,   alread\    bee e 

tame  and  powerless  to  stir  the  blood  of  those  v  ho 
have  entered  into  their  labors!  Must  wo  too  wait  (ill 
we  arc  bending  under  tyranny,  or  our  rights  an  rent 
in  shreds  by  anarchy,  before  we  learn  the  value  of  the 
blessings  of  our  land  !  Shall  we  only  love  J. 
when  we  arc  borne  in  exile  forever  from  her  walls'! 
Shall  we  remember  our  /ion  onl\  when  we  sil  down 
and  weep  by  unfamiliar  ■  tr<  ams  ! 

I  conceive  that  it  is  commonly  understood,  thai  the 
closing  paragraph  of  the  proclamation  of  his  Excellcnc.) 
the  Governor,  for  Fast  Day,  is  regarded  quite  univer- 
sally by  the  clergy,  as  marked  by  very  questionable 
taste,  and  a  disposition  to  meddle  with  the  duties  of 
others, -which  it  affects  to  rebuke.  1  suppose  it  is  not 
indecorous  to  make  this  remark;  for  if  it  is  right  for 
the  governor  to  say  what  he  thinks  of  the  productions 
of  the  clergy,  it  is  right  also  for  the  clergy  to  say  what 
they  think  of  the  productions  of  the  governor.  The 
connection  between  church  and  Mate,  with  us,  was 
never  very  close.  We  have  been  accustomed  to  boast 
this  as  one  of  the  excellences  of  our  institutions. 
Perhaps  the  day  is  going  by,  oven,  when  the  olliccrs  of 
the  State  will  eon-en t  to  mould  tin  ir  oilicial  and  private 
conduct  by  those  moral  and  religious  principles  which 
it  is  the  function  of  the  church  lo  enforce.  Be  this  as 
it  may,  the  time  has  w  :    yet,  1  tru>t.  arrivi  d.  when  the 


I. 


ministers  of  the  church  will  consent  to  take  either 
their  sermons  or  their  texts  from  executive  dictation. 

But  this  sentence  in  the  proclamation  has  been 
alluded  to,  for  the  purpose  of  saying-,  that  ii  has  at 
least  one  redeeming  trait,  in  its  reiteration  of  an  old, 
hut  always  timely  truth,  "  that  national  transgressions 
tan  only  he  corrected  hy  removing  individual  sin-."' 
The  ascent  of  a  nation  in  freedom,  and  its  decline  in 
virtue  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  privileges,  is  ascrihahlc 
in  each  instance  to  the  principles  prevailing  in  the 
hearts  of  its  individual  citizens.  The  government  is 
almost  always  a  faithful  exponent  of  the  average 
integrity  and  worth  of  the  people.  Men  usually, 
especially  under  elective  governments,  have  as  good 
rulers  and  as  good  institutions  as  they  deserve.  [f 
corruption  and  injustice  usurp  the  seat  of  power,  it  is 
because  they  have  first  conquered  the  spirit  of  watch- 
fulness and  of  truth  in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  And 
if  there  are  dark  clouds  hanging  at  present  in  the 
horizon  of  our  national  prospects,  they  are  only  the 
black  concentration  of  those  shades  of  neglect  and 
degeneracy,  which  have  obscured  the  sense  of  duty  in 
the  souls  of  our  citizens. 

In  order  then  that  we  may  comprehend,  and  do  What 
we  may  to  avert,  the  political  dangers  which  in  the 
opinion  of  thoughtful  men,  are  already  imminent  over 
us,  let  us,  on  this  day  which  time  honored  and  pious 
usage  has  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  national  wants 


and  national  sins,  look  into  our  own  hearts  and  Irj  to 
discover  there  the  false  principles,  the  moral  decay,  in 
which  these  wants  and  sins  take  their  rise.  It  is  full) 
to  talk  of  arresting  national  decline  and  removing 
national  crimes,  b)  political  organizations  and  ails  of 
Congress,  till  yon  have  enthroned  truth  and  right  in  the 
souls  of  legislators  and  voters. 

And  among  the  many  deficiencies  and  corruptions 
which  now  pervade  the  hearts  of  our  people  and  ovi  r- 
shadow  the  prospects  of  our  land,  there  is  none  more 
deep  or  more  fatal,  than  the  decline  of  a  national,  a  just, 
a  Christian  patriotism.  Whatever  the  cause,  whctln  r  il 
be  inseparable  from  a  peaceful  sense  of  security  or  not, 
no  one  can  look  at  the  conduct  and  principli  s  of  our  cit- 
izens,  and  not  confess  that  they  air  animated  much  less 
than  at  an  earlier  day.  by  an  cilicicnt  love  of  country. 
And  whoever  studies  history,  will  find  that  the  decrease 
of  disinterested,  active  patriotism  lias  always  led  the 
descending  stops  in  the  career  of  nations. 

And  by  patriotism  we  mean  the  natural,  spontaneous, 
love  of  country,  analogous  to  the  love  of  home  or  of 
friends.  It  is  a  sentiment  founded  on  a  primary  instinct 
of  our  natures.  The  love  of  country  is  not  a  feeling 
that  comes  from  calculation,  from  a  careful  estimate  of 
the  advantages  of  our  institutions;  lint  i^  a  cordial,  un- 
hidden attachment  to  the  land  in  which  we  dwell,  a 
sentiment  in  a  great  degree  independent  alike  i  f  tl  e 
excellences  and  the  defects  of  its  institutions.      We  love 


our  country  as  we  love  our  pan  ni 
not  for  their  virtues  primarily,  but  becati 
parents;   \vc  lovi    them  even  il     -  vice*.     The 

inoinenl  we  begin  to  calculate  the  valw 
or  our  country,  to  weigh  carefully  theii    merits  against 
their  detects,  the  advantagi  -  of  f 
cost,  to  make  il    ;i  mere  n   itti  r  of  profit    and    I 
true  essence  of  friendship  and  of  patriotism  has  ahead) 
escaped.      It   is   always   a    fatal    ;ym]  l    m  of  il 
patriotism,  when   men  begin  to  r.sk.  what  arc  our  insti- 
tutions worth.      Patriotism,  like  anli  nl  affection,  refuses 
to  be  measured  in  the  narrow  vessel  of  i  \  -  d'u  I 

must  be  unselfish,  or  if  cannot  he  at  all. 

It  is  this  natural,  mighty  sentiment  of  the  heart,  which 
has   induced  so   many  to   pour  out    tin  ir   cm  . 
their  lives  for  their  own  land,  when  it  seemed  opp     sscd 
or  threatened.      It    is   this  spontaneous   feeling,   which 
swells  the  bosom  of  him,  who  is  sojourning  ii 
dimes,  filling  him  with  an  indefinable  longing,  a  ti  uder 
attachment,  to  all  which   1»  longs  to   bis  own    land.      It 
is  that    impulse  which    prompts   us  to  defend   our  nun 
country  and  her  institutions,  against  the  rude  at 
the  ungenerous   insinuations  of  strangers;   even 
we  are  among  ourselves  in  the  habit  of  depreciating  those 
i-erj  institutions.    Itis  that  feeling  which  tilled  ll 
of  the  Israelites  with  mournful    ihongl  ts,  mingled  with 
bright  recollections  of  the  Judca   which   the)  had   not 
known  how  to  prize  when  in  possession  of  it.  and  made 


them  long  for  Jerusalem  and  /ion,  as  the)  sal   at  the 
strange  Chaldean  rivers.     The  love  of  country,  i    I 
brother  to  the  love  of  home,  the  holiest  and   purcsl  uf 
our  social  affections. 

But  we  are  met    here;  with   the  doctrine  which    has 
been  broached  in  former  times,  and   is  revived  now  in 
theory,  and  unfortunately  in  practice  too,  thai  ll 
ment  of  patriotism  is  unchristian  and  sinful.      Lt  i 
to  be  inconsistent   with   those   precepts  of  Christianih 
which   teach   us  to  love  till  mankind.      It    is   called  a 
narrow  feeling,  one  contrary  to  all  the  teachings  oJ  our 
Saviour,   which    confines    our    sympathies    withm    the 
artificial  bounds  of  territorial  limits.     We  are  told  that 
Christian  charity  knows  no  limitations  narrower  than 
universal  brotherhood;  and  wherever  it  finds  a  human 
being,  sees  there  an  object  of  our  love.     We  are  pointed 
to  the  efforts  of  the   Saviour  and  his  Apostle-,  while  on 
(,U.,1K   t0  lr.vak    down   the   cxclusivencss    and  national 
prejudice  of  the  .lews.     St.  Paul  says,  in  Christianity 
-There   is   neither   Greek   nor   .lew,   circumcision    nor 
uncircumcision,   Barbarian,   Scythian,   Lend    nor   free; 
but  Christ  is  all  and  in  alf     Thus  il  is  said  to  be  true 
Christian  philanthropy,  to  break  down  in  our  minds  all 
distinctions  of  nation,  and  to  merge  patriotism  into  the 
love  of  the  whole  human  race.     Bui    such  a  a  lew  is.  I 
think,  erroneous.     1  believe  that  patriotism  is  nol  alon, 
a  native  sentiment  of  the  human  soul,  bul  n  Christian 
sentiment.     I  believe  that  the  obligation   to  love  onc> 
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country  with  a  peculiar  attachment,  and  lei  servo  il  with 
an  especial  fidelity,  rises  into  the  sa<  ,f  a  Christian 

■r  Christianity  is  lo  be  eon 
m^vercd.  No.     ChrUianib 


duty.      It*  it  is  as! 


iiii'il  to  anv  Di 


■atliolio  rei 


me  n  'bull 


As 


Founder  and  his  su< 
all  nations;  not  he 
annihilate  national  d 


,,-s.  It  was  desi-ned  to  bless 
!!•  to  destroy  all  nations.— lo 
•ii,ms.  Greek  was  to  be  i  [\\a\ 
with  Jew  in  the  enjoyment  oftheUcssings  of  Chri 
but  the  religion  did  not  attempt  to  make  the  Greek  a 
J(,w.  it  was  the  narrowness  of  the  old  dispensation 
which  would  admit  no  stranger  to  the  possession  ol 
religious  privileges,  till  he  bad  renouue.  .1  his  nationality 
;iml  [md  embraced  the  Jewish  customs  and  laws. 

Christianity,  too,  does  teach  us  to  love  all  men,  in  all 
lands,  of  all  races.  It  teaches  us  that  all  men  are  our 
neighbors,  and  entitled  to  .our  kindness  and  bencvoleul 
service:  It  recognizes  most  completely  the  universal 
brotherhood  of  humanity.  This  wc  concede,  or  rather 
we  claim  it  as  the  peculiar  excellence,  t  be  chief  glorj 
of  our  religion. 

But  the  mistake  is  in  supposing  that   this  love  to. 
universal  man  is  inconsistent  with  love  for  ran 
men  ;  that  wc  must  love  mankind 
our    near    friends    more      This    tl 
vvould  abolish  all  the  most  holy  ties 
beings  together,  and 
au,l  purest  affections 


■ss,  because  we  love 
on-   of  Christianity 


L-oni  our  breasts  their  deepest 
would  make  it  wrong  to  love 
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our  families,   render    useless   tin    ti<  -   of   kindred,   tmcl 
would   teach  us  to  pi  ice   p 

the  same  level  in  our  n  ga ids  as  tlie  Russian  si  if.  whom 
we  never  saw  or  heard  of;  the  savai  .  of  \frica.  or  the 
cannibal  of  the  Smith  Sea.  Such  a  theory  as  this  is  as 
unchristian  as  it  is  destructive  to  the  bosl  interests  of 
mankind;  as  monstrous  as  it  is  impossible  to  beings 
having  human  impulses  and  affections.  We  may  pit) 
and  serve  the  European,  or  the  African,  or  the  savage 
of  the  islands,  do  him  all  the  good  in  onr  power,  but  it 
is  a  simple  impossibility  for  us,  while  we  arc  men.  ■ 
not  angels  or  fiends,  to  esteem  him  precise!)  as  we 
esteem  our  own  kindred  or  race  or  nation. 

And  Christianity  exacts  no  such  impossible  task  of 
us.  The  members  of  our  families  and  our  nation  are 
hound  to  us  by  especial  ties  of  our  natures,  fixed  in  us 
by  God  for  this  particular  purpose.  These  natural 
affections  are  a  part  of  the  primal  revelation  of  God  to 
every  man  whom  he  hath  created.  They  are  part--  of 
that  original  law  of  our  being,  which  Christ  came  not 
to  destroy  but  to  fulfill.  And  we  shall  ncv<  r  be  better 
Christians  by  neglecting  the  claim-  of  these  original 
principles  of  our  souls.  We  shall  never  do  our  duty 
to  mankind  in  the  mass  any  better,  by  destroying  those 
relations  which  connect  us  with  men  as  individuals. 
It  is  a  dangerous  sophism  much  in  vogue  nnv  anion; 
certain  self-styled  philanthropists,  that  man  may 
abandon   his  particular  obligations  in   life  in  order  to 
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perform  his  general  ones,  li  is  the  sounder  philosophy 
which  requires  you  to  do  first  the  duty  which  lies 
nearest  to  you.  But  the  performance  of  private  personal 
obligations,  the  indulgence  of  those  all',  ctions  that  come 
nearest  home  to  you  as  an  individual,  will  not  prevent 
faithfulness  to  wider  responsibilities,  but  will  nourish 
up  an  additional  strength  for  them.  The  man  who  is 
most  faithful  to  his  family  duties  and  tics,  will  make 
the  best  citizen.  The  man  who  is  the  truest  and  most 
enlightened  patriot,  is  also  the  best  cosmopolite. 

Indeed,  one  nf  the  most  painful  mistakes,  one  of  the 
chief  hindrances  to  efficiency,  in  the  form  which  philan- 
thropy among  us  lias  assumed  in  some  quarters,  is  this 
neglect  of  the  particular  in  the  universal.  In  attempting 
to  extend  its  sphere,  and  grasp  all  the  wants  and 
interests  of  mankind,  it  is  not  careful  enough  to  pri  serve 
pure  and  strong  the  natural  emotions  of  men'-  hearts. 
The  loves  of  home  and  friends  and  country,  must  he 
the  school  of  the  affections  which  are  to  embrace  the 
whole  world.  If  these  primal  instincts  are  neglected, 
the  theory  of  philanthropy  may  remain,  but  it  will  be 
only  an  empty  corpse,  from  which  the  soul  of  Christian 
charity  will  have  tied. 

We  are  told  that  the  most  transparent  substances 
may  lie  beaten  out  so  thin,  that  they  will  fail  to  transmit 
light,  and  appear  perfectly  black.  So,  a  philanthropic 
disposition  may  lie  so  widely  diffused  that  it  will  lose 
its  proper  depth.     The  transparent  glass  of  charity  may 


be  drawn  out  so  broad  and  so  thin,  thai  ii  will  lie. 

black   with    bitterness   and    hatred.      Ma\    not    a    love 
diffused  over  too   large  a  surface  I'm-  its  depth,  he  the 

their  tries  for  liberty,  the  most  illiberal  of  nu  n  :  tho 
who  preach  most  earnestly  about  love  to  man.  sometinn  < 
tho  most  bitter  and  bigottod  towards  those  who  dill'er 
from  them  in  opinion  !  The  milk  of  human  kindness 
maybe  poured  out  over  so  wide  a  space  as  to  hccoim 
dried  up;  especially  if  its  inner  fountains  are  not  kept 
fresh  and  flowing. 

Beware,  then,  of  that  system  of  philosophj  \ 
would  lead  us  to  neglect  home  and  countn  t:>r  a  wider 
sphere  of  duty.  Beware  of  that  mistake  of  supposing 
that  fidelity  in  our  narrow  sphere,  will  interfere  with 
fidelity  in  a  wider  one.  Do  not  in  your  zeal  for  the 
universal  in  goodness  and  charity  forget  the  parth  ular. 
A  living  poetess,  gifted  with  rare  insight  into  the  human 
heart,  has  recently  sung: — 

-The  love  of  all 
Is  but  a  small  thin-'  to  the  luve  of  one." 


Do  not,  in  your  desire  to  take  a  broad  view  of  human 
obligations,  overlook  these  duties  which  lie  close  at 
hand.  Do  not  heed  those  who  tell  you  it  is  unchristian 
to  love  your  country,  because  it  will  inti  rfcre  with  Man- 
love  of  mankind.  Such  a  s<  nthnenl  is  kindn  d  to  that 
which  inspires  the   breast  of  him  who  would   leave  his 
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fiither  ami  mother  to  starve,  thai  he  might  put  nioncj 
into  the  contribution  box.  It  animates  the  dispo  ition 
of  the  man  who  is  morose  and  tyrannical  in  his  houie, 
and  yet  prates  in  the  desk  or  on  the  platform.  i»l  the 
beauty  of  human  brotherhood,  the  sweetness  of  un- 
bounded benevolence.  It  is  a  philosophy  allied  to  that 
vile  one  which  dares  mm  to  lift  its  loathsome  head  in 
civilized  society,  which  would  supersi  di 
the  marriage  tie  by  universal  concubinage. 

St.  Paul  says,  and  he  utters  Christian  truth  in  saying 
it.  -  It' any  man  provide  not  for  his  o\\  u.  and  espei  ialh 
for  those  of  his  own  house,  he  bath  denied  the  faith, 
and  is  worse  than  an  infidel."'  So,  too.  he  who  fails  to 
cherish  a  devoted  regard  to  that  national  household  (u 
which  he  belongs,  who  fails  to  care  for  its  support  and 
preservation,  for  the  deepening  of  its  capacity  to  bless 
and  protect,  is  an  infidel  to  the  holiest  promptings  of 
the  human  sonl.au  infidel  to  revealed  truth;  and  he 
will  fail  in  all  his  falsely  -rounded  schemes  for  the 
benefit  of  his  race. 

Patriotism,  then,  the  innate  love  of  our  country,  i  om- 
mends  itself  to  us  as  a  Christian  duty.  It  was  baptized 
into  full  Christian  fellowship  in  those  hol\  tears  which 
the  Saviour  shed  over  the  impending  fate  of  the  much 
loved  though  guilty  Jerusalem. 

There  is  a  disposition  now,  anion-  men  of  high  cha- 
racter and.  abilities,  to  refrain  from  mingling  in  political 
affairs.     This   can    hardly   bi    defended.     The   countr) 


needs  and  should  comm; 
incuts  of  her  citizens.  I 
that  a  man  is  in  danger  o 
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by   plunging  into   the  pool  of  politii  s,   now    i 
unusually  muddy  and   defiling  1>\    the   mean    and 
men  who  are  disturbing  it  for  their  own  low  aims.     Sad 
is  it  that  the  purest  minds  no  Ion:  the  path 

of  public-  service  as  the  path  of  honor.  Hut  if  tli  -\  m  i\ 
not  enter  it  to  increase  their  horn  si  fame,  let  them  enter 
it.  if  need  be.  in  a  spirit  of  sacriiice.  Let  our  best  citizi  us 
throw  their  intelligence  and  honesty  into  the  breach, 
even  at  the  risk  or  the  certainty,  of  meeting  with  mis- 
representation and  detraction.  Let  not  our  highest 
public  stations  be  the  prize  of  the  most  unscrupulous 
and  scheming-  politicians  alone.  Let  not  the  priniary 
assemblics  of  the  pi  ople  lie  resigned  to  the  control  of 
the  most  self-seeking  dema-n     , 

The  contest  with  political  corruption,  the  attempt  to 
thwart  the  designs  of  unprincipled  ambition  or  love  of 
political  pelf,  is  fur  from  agreeable  to  a  gem 
and  a  refined  taste,  lhil  il  may  be  a  duh  to  i  il; 
that  contest,  disagreeable  as  it  is.  No  man  ought  to 
see  the  best  interests  of  his  country,  the  sacred  rights 
which  government  is  designed  to  secure,  sacrificed  to 
dishonesty  and  low  ambition,  w  ithout  an  effort  to  m  <  un 
his  own  privileges  and  the  privilege  -  of  those  who  look 

ought  never  to  allow  the   pure  sentiment  of  p;  trioti 


to  be  quenched  in  our  unavoidable  disgust  ;ii  the 
ncss  and  corruption  v.  liich  so  old  u  usurp  01 
places,  and  pain  control  of  the  maehinen  of  government. 

Our  patriotism  must  be  a  conscientious  —  a  rational 
one  Wo  need  the  original  sentiment  pure  and  strong, 
unmixed  with  sordid  motives  or  desire  for  personal  dis- 
tinction. A  willingness  to  assume  the  responsibilities 
of  public  office  will  not  suffice.  AYe  bave  enough— an 
uncomfortable  sufficiency— of  this  now.  I',ut  we  want 
a  disposition  to  serve  the  country  more  for  the  country's 
sake,  and  less  for  our  own  sake      AYe  need  to  outgrow 

that  estimation  of  public  trusts  which  lias  nov\  be c 

so  general,  that  offices  an1  devised  in  order  to  »-ivr 
certain  persons  the  means  of  earning  a  livelihood,  or  of 
gratifying  their  vanity  for  public  display.  AYe  want  to 
abandon  completely  that  pernicious  custom  of  giving 
public  stations  as  the  rewards  of  parh  services.  The 
good  of  the  country  is  the  only  consideration  that  ought 
to  guide  cither  in  the  bestowal  or  the  acceptance  of 
public  trusts.  If  there  are  certain  persons  whom  the 
government  must  support  or  reward,  il  would  be  as 
economical,  and  infinitely  more  safe  to  the  public  liber- 
tics,  to  provide  an  asylum  for  them,  where  they  may  be 
cared  for  at   the  Slate's  expense. 

And  our  patriotism  too  must  be  Christian.  It  must 
be  founded  on  the  principle  of  seeking  the  -end  of 
others  as  well  as  our  own.  Christian  patriotism  will 
sanction   no  wron™   to  others  for   the  sake  of  our  own 


n 


aggrandizement.  It  would  remain  in  small  territorial 
limits  rather  than  extend  the  national  resources  and 
power  by  fraud  and  violence.  It  e  muts  thai  go 
purchased,  which  is  gained  at  the  cost  of  blood;  it  regards 
it  as  most  ruinously  dear,  if  the  price  is  injustice  and 
oppression  towards  a  weak  neighbor.  Christian  patriot- 
ism cultivates  the  arts  of  p<>ace;  its  victories  are  achieved 
with  the  plough,  the  loom,  and  the  merchant-ship.     It 
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e  p 
will  reduce  the  u-e  of  war  t< 
limits,  that  of  nceossan  self  defence  when  all  other 
means  of  redress  haw  been  exhausted— which  in  the 
present  age  of  the  world  is  well-nigh  equivalent  to  its 
entire  abolition.  It  is  more  anxious  to  strengthen  and 
improve  the  inward  condition  of  the  country  than  to 
enlarge  it,  or  protect  n  from  foreign  assault.  It  make* 
the  cultivation  of  intelligence  and  morality  its  training 
for  defence  against  its  worst  foes.  Institutions  ol  -  »  nci 
and  religion  are  more  relied  upon  bj  it  than  navy-yards 
and  arsenals.  It  places  the  chief  strength  and  security 
of  the  state  in  the  pure  and   ardent   attachment   of  il 


And  it  is  the  strengthening  of  this  sentiment  of  pi 
riotism  and  its  reduction  to  the  Christian  'standai 
which  is  the  deepest   need  of  our  eountn    to-day. 


must  be  this  sentiment,  if  any,  which  is  to  allay  thosi 
tremendous  evils,  which   now  thr<  atcn   our   pi 
very  existence  as  a  nation.     It  is  the  applicati 
«.,,Hn,..nt    ah.no   whi.-h    can  eu-r  satisfactorily   remov, 
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those  giant  sins  which  blot  our  land  and  menace  u- 
with  m>  severe  a  retribution  tor  their  continuance.  Ii  is 
from  the  lack  of  a  Christian  patriotism  thai  all  previous 
attempts  for  the  suppression  of  these  sins  have  bet  n  so 
abortive.  It  is  because  ambitious  and  imp 
nun  have  hoped  to  reap  advancement  in  the  contin- 
uance of  the  strife  over  these  sins,  that    their   removal 

upon  the  sentiments  of  freedom  and  right  which  burn 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  have  made  them  instru- 
ments of  their  own  selfish  purposes.  Win  n  nun  shall 
rise  and  be  invested  with  power,  who  will  act  con- 
scientiously for  what  they  believe  to  be  the  inter.  ;  of 
the  country,  then  the  days  of  our  national  sin-  and 
national  perils  are  speedih  numbered.  And  when  the 
people  of  our  land  shall  awake  to  the  danger  of  allow- 

welfarc  to  be  made  the  counters  and  make-weights  of 
political  huckstering,  then  too,  truth  and  justice  shall 
be  quickly  vindicated  in  our  national  concerns. 

And  this  want,  this  fatal  want,  is  not  narrow,  confini  d 
to    but    lew    pels., us.    or    to    the    hearts    of  our    public 
servants   alone.      It    is    general   diffused    throi 
mass  of  the  community.    We  are  all  too  apathetic  ;  bout 

land.  We  are  criminally  in  gligent  concerning  the  best 
o-ood   of  our  country.     As,  then,  this  clav  we  bow    in 


penitent  c  for  our  national  sins,  and  imploi 

protection  for  our  liiitional  interests,  lei  it  he  1 1 1 icm lt  tlie 

throne  »f  (..,,1,  thai  he  will  endow  eadi  one  of  us  with 
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